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a memoirs. : I every „ able 3 is 4 
find of. 5 hiſtorical ſketch, where- 
in we | have. 4 view "a him „ in 
fume, t Srik king. 4 attitude, .. © £1 ther. . * 


active or centenplarive h life. And 
Dat were bit real def 5 in 


NN 3 


their publication, he could not, it 
muſt be confe eſs 'd, have talen a 
more agrecable, nor, perhaps, more 
modeſt method of tran; ſmitting a him- 


\ TID 4.2 ** k : 4 481 
g . 


ell. 7⁰ Paſleriey. To enter ther 


into 4 detail concerning. him, wol 
be only anticipating. the Autbor bin- 
7 2 * ama ng. the Reader with 

a, 70 


The PREFACE. 


a copy, while the original flands be- 
fore him, IV othing ſeems requiſite 
Ks be farther added £0 the piece, 
than ju 70 mark the date. * Pi 
was born in the reign of Nako, a- 
Bout the eight hundred and fifteenth 
year of Rome, and the Arc ſecond 
"of 2 the C brijtian era.” As tothe time 
of 1 his Jeath, entiqui ty. Bar given ws 


dey 


70 information: but it is conjectureli 


. that he died ther © a "ittle before, 


or ſoon after” that erbillent Printe, 
bis admir” da Tra Jan's that i . about | 


the : year of Cünisr o one 7 hundred and 
A. . VVA 
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"TH E We f "het Aulos, s 
manner, adds farce 70 the moſt inte- 
| reſting, at the ſame time that it e. . 
Troens the moſt common ſubjedts. But 
the polite and e turn of theſe : 
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Letter, 16 by 2720-18035 their. Prin- 
cipal recommendation: they receive 
a much higher value; ar they exhibit 
one of the moſt amiable aud animating 
characters in all autiquiiy. Plrxv's 
whole: life ſeers'#0-have been employed | 
in ibe exerciſe of every generous and 
ſwat alfebtion. TO! forward mocleſt 
merit. to eneot age ingenious talents, 
T0 vindicate"oppreſs d iniideence, are 
0 1e of the glorious Pur poſes to which 
He devoted his power, his: Fortune, and 
; bis abilities. But hom dbes he rife 
in our een a 7a admiration, when 


we fee. him e. ercifi ing (with ac grace 


hir deve, by humanity an well 


as his politeneſs) "the noble as Goth 
= public and private” -miuniificence, 
not fo. much from be abundance of . 
_ bis "wealth, a0" 0 the hs, we LA bis 
eee, 225 No N | ö 
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Tlie PREFACE. 


H ＋ a- celebrated ancient has 
7 e concerning tbe flyle of the 
famous Grecian painter T imanthes, 


4s extremely applicable to that of 
PLtxy, intelligitur plus ſemper quam 
pingitur; his meaning. 7s generally 
"© much fuller. than his expreſſion.” This, 
as it beightens the difficulty of his in- 
terpreter's taſk, ſo it-neceſſarily gives 
great ſcope to an obje&or. But an 255 
Drawing after theſe excellent maſters 
"of antiquity, thd, moſt ſucceſs ful ate 
only, perhaps, the moſt excuſable; as 
thoſe who have the truęſt zafte of their 
works, will leaſt” expett. #0 ee \ the 
Arengib and ſpirit F them fi ly Pre- | 
ſerved in a copy. This, however, ix not 
mentioned as claiming. indulgence 70 5 
any errors in the preſent attempt : o 
the contrary, they. are willingly re- 
figned to juſt correction. "A true cnitic 
7 bind of cenſor in the republic of 
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The PREFACE. 
letters; and none who wiſh well to its 
intereſts, would deſire zo ſuppreſs or 
reſtrain his office. The tranſlator at 
leaſt, has received too much advan- 
tage in the courſe of this performance, . 
from the cenſures of ſome of the beſt 
critics in both languages, not to value 
that enlightening art, wherever. it 
55 may be exerciſed with the fame fudi- 
cious and candid ö 5 


of antiquity, the moſt 
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HAT a celebrated ancient has 
| e boncerning "the fiyle of the 
famous Grecian painter" ＋ imanthes, 
it extremely applicable to that "of = 
Pray, intelligitur plus ſemper quam 
pingitur; Bis meaning is Sener adh 
"much fuller than his expreſſion.” Dis, 
as it heightens the di Heulty of his i 
terpreter's taſk, ſo it neceſſarily gives 
great ſcope to an objefor. "But" in 
Drawing 4 ter theſe extellent maſters = 
ſucceſsfatl ate 
only, perhaps, the moſt excuſable; 4. 
thoſe who have the truęſt taſte of #heir 15 
wor ke, will leaſt expe to fee, the 
Prength. and "ſpirit F them fi / ly: 7 Wh, 
ſerved in a copy. This, however, is not : 
| rhentioned as claiming. indulgence 70 
any errors in the preſent attempt : 
the contrary, they are willingly re- 
figned 70 juſt correction. A Vue critic 
© is 4 kind of cenſor in the * * 


The PREFACE. 
letters ; and none who wiſh well to its 
inturelh, would defire to ſuppreſs or 
reftrain his office. The tranſlator at 
 leaft, has received too much advan- 
tage in the courſe of this performance, 
from the cenſures of ſome of the beſt 
critics in both lan guages, not to value 3 
rtrhat enlightening art, wherever. it 


may be exerciſed with the fame Judi 
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To 0 Seprrews. 


cheiniſebves to my | 
but to wiſh that Weng 


+; axed 


I promiſgdan : rmex letter, begging vu would, 
N . 8 8 '* . 
_ ak uſual, teviſe apd cogrect it. I defire this the 


more earneſtly, as I was never, I think, animated 
with the ſame warmth 6f zeal in any of my former 


your old Nvouritè Demo enes, Ind Cala: 
is lately become mine. When I ſay fo, I mean 


2 THE LETTERS Bookl. 


LE: iT E. R. II. To. ARIAanus. 4 M0 — 
„ TONY — . GS «„ Paths, ef - . . * 


1 W „ 6 
vr Is _- n e 


5 Lecter your jourgey hither is likely to be de- 


layed, and therefore fend you the ſpeech which 


compoſitions; for I IR Ki to imitate 


s who 


» 


Vo | L bn NM for to catch 
their ſublime ſpir#, is given alone to the inſpired 


few. My ſubject indeed ſeemed naturally to lead 
me to this (may I ventufe to call it?) emulation, 
as it was, in general, of ſuch a nature as demand- 
ad alli the thunder of eloquence, even to a degree 
| ſufficient to have awakened (if. in. truth it is poſſihle = 
to awake) that indolence in which, IL have long re- 
poſed. | I; have not however neglected the ſofter 
graces of my favorite Tully, Wherever I could 
Eo -with propriety ſtep out of Mx direct road ta '- 


joy a more, flowery, path; for it Was. 
not. auſterity, at. Which I. 4 | 80 W - 5 
have you imagine by this, that I am beſpeaking 
your favor: on the contrary, to induce; you, to | 
exerciſe the utmoſt ſcyerity of your. criticiſm, ; 1 = 
will confeſs, that neither my friends nor, myſelf 


Dokl OF PLR 3 


are averſe to the publication o this piece, if 50% 
| ſhould join with us in giving the fame partial vote 


in its favor. The truth is, as I muſt publin 
ſomerhing, 1 wiſh, (and *tis the wiſh; I confeſs, of 
indolence) it might be this performiatice rather tha 


any other, merely becauſe it is already finiſhed.” 
At all events however, ſomething E muſt publiſh, 


and for many reaſons; - chiefly, becaufe the tracts 
which 1 have already' ſent into the World, though 
they have long ſince loft aff their recominendation 
fromm novelty, ate Neill, T am told, in tequeſt; ik, 
after all, the Bookfelters do not flatter me. Ack 15 

let em, fince by that! innocent deceit 1: am ql a 


14 5 
00 
4 


raged ro borſue n my ſtudies. ; | Fareyel, | Bl ho 
*. 2 T T E * m. en Cant mae, ; 


OW ſtands *Comutay that favorite» 8 
„of yours and mine? What becomes of the 
pleaſabe! Villa, the vernal-P ortico, the ſhady Plant-, 
tree: walk the cryſtal Canal ſo agrecably winding 

along its flowery banks, together with the charm- 

ing Lakebelow, that ſe ber ad ebe thit-purpoſes. 5 
bo range if e een to telſl me of 
5 "OG © 07 Unis 1155 ede 


s OW. 7 
3 
* . 
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15 W Pliny was - ieftll ſublits, akin 
cli * ſituated: upon dhe! A Lago 4s Como, i 10 
the duichy of Milan. fi M ee en ban dun AY v2: 


3 The lake Laas, aqui banks of hick ; 50 
itt Tags 
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the firm yet ſoft Geſtatio, the ſunny Bath, the 
public Saloon, the private Dining- room, and all the 
elegant apartments for repoſe both at * noon and 
night ?. Do theſe enjoy my friend, and divide his 
tune with pleaſing viciſſitude? Or do the affairs of 
the world, as uſual, call you frequently out from 
| this agreeable retreat ? If the ſcene of your enjoy-. 
ments lies wholly there, Jou are bfg: * nt. 
: 8 33 (for cont it is K RON %s 
; ſordid purſuits. of life to others, and devote your-: 
ſelf, in this calm, and undiſturbed receſs, entirely 
to o pleaſures | of the. ſtudious kind, Let theſe « em- 
ploy your idle as well as ſerious hours; let the em z 
be at once your buſineſs and your amuſement, the 
ſubjects of your wakingand even ſleeping thoughts: 
. produce ſomething that mall be really and for ever 
your own. All your other poſſeſſions will paſs on 
from one maſter to another: 2h alone, when once 
it is yours, will for ever be ſo. As well I know 
the temper and genius of him to. whom I am ad- 


dreſſing myſelf, I muſt exhort you to think as well 


5 of your abilities as they deſerve: do juſtice to thoſe 


excellent talents you poſſeſs, and d believe * 


1 me, wil certainly do fob too. Farewel. 
Rs LET 


e quay; "*y apart for the purpoſe of exerciſe ei- 
3 — 9 or in their vehicles; 3 it was generally conti- 
guous to their gardens, and laid out in the form of a Circus. 
It was cuſtomary among the Romans to ſleep in the middle 
7 of the day, and they had ApATLMEnte for that * pn 5 
: from their 3 | < 


el! or PLIx x 5 
L E TT E. R IV. To PoMPELA Cura. 
V o might perceive by my ut ſhort letter, 1 


I had no occaſion of yours to inform me 
the various conveniencies you'enjoy at your ſeveral 
villas. The elegant accommodations which are to 
be found at Narnia, vOriculum, Carſola, *Peruſia, 
particularly the pretty bath at Narnia, I am ex- 
tremely well acquainted with. The truth is, I have 
a property in every thing which belongs to you; 
and I know of no other difference between your 

haouſe and my own, than that I am more carefully 
attended in the former than the latter. You may, 
perhaps, have occaſion to make the ſame obſerva- 
tion in your turn, whenever. you -ſhall give me 


your company here; which I wiſh for, not only 


that you may partake of mine with the ſame eaſe 
and freedom that I do of yours, but to awaken the 
induſtry of my domeſtics, who are grown ſome- 

thing careleſs i in theirattendance upon me. A long 
courſe. of mild treatment is apt to wear out the 
impreſſions of awe in ſetyants; whereas new faces 
quicken their diligence; as they are generally more 


ed to pleaſe their maſter Lg attention 70 his 


* 
4. & 6. 


e 1 


e Carſola, 1 in the ſa 


> yer * * 85 3 e 254; 4 


kts on $0, en 8 1 
1 2-5 16 We Be 
* Now ales ö went ih in ore. i dateby of 


* ? 4 5 WT * a . * 9 . 5 £ 2 I h af : 8 - 
f 14 „ 89 %4% % * © ag 491 * 2 yn v4 
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1 5 a mann 5 r | : 
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; b ID you ever ſee 4 more. abject and meap- 
4. ſpirited creature than Regulus has appeared 
finee the death of Demitian, duriag whoſe reign 
his cendu& was no leſs infamous, tho' more con- 
gealed than under Nerg's? He bas lately ex- 
preſſed ſome apprehenſions of my reſentment: asg 
indeed he has reaſon z for I look upon him with 
the utmoſt indignation. He not only promoted 
the proſecution ageinſt Ruſticus Arulenus,” but 
exulted in his death; inſomuch that he actually 
reeited and .publiſhed a libel- upon his: memory,. 
/ wherein he ſules him, be Stojcs. ape adding, 
har - 6 he. was arent by Noon "Ir he re- 
| ES 4 ceived 


; - 3 The imprope ile & whis 3 in the a ſeems to 
lie in the wor <=; v, — egulus, PRI ably, aner | 
_ coin'd throu onion, or uſed through i It is a 
word at leaſt which gh nat occur in any aut 5 weg dats + 
the tranſlator has endeavoured therefore to ot $6 the fame 


font of impropriety, by uſing an expreſſon of the like unwaf- 
ranted ſtamp. 1 
It is obſervable how careful the Romans were of preſerving 


the purity of their langu Teams even to hae r 

. — which they TING tay . 45 the attention of the Kate 

jtrſelf; for. we find the Oumeant not daring to make uſe of 

- the Latin language in theix ublic acts, without having firſt 

_ obtained teaye Th for "And d Tiberius himſelf not 

hazard the word —— in the ſenate, without. making an 

excuſe for employing a foreign term ||. Seneca gives it as a cer- | 

| tain maxim, that wherever a neral falſe taſte in ſtile and ex · 
"4 preſſion. pi Ws it To n infallihle ſigu of a cortu tion of man- 

ners in that people: a likerty of introducing obſolete words, or 

forming new ones, is a mark, bane? of an equal licentiouſ. 
* moral kipd f. Ae ng}x it 3s opfer ed, {Ber is 
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Bold OF LINK T.. 5 
deeived in the cauſe of Vitellias:“ ſuch is the 
ſerain f his hoble elödquence! 'He fell ſo Farioully 
upon the character of Herennius Sefiecis;” who Was 
eapitally edtiviatd upot he irifortiation'sf Metiits | 
Carus, hat the latter ſaid to him ôné day, "Pray | 
whit bebe bur %% with ny deal nen? Did 1 
— in be off air bf Cm, 0 Cm] 
Theſe; zo Kno, were victims to Negulus in! Nerd's | 
 fithie,” För theſ realtint he itnägines 1 am highly 
—— And tllercfbre- when ke rectted his laſt 
piece, did not FR me un invitatiofl. Befides, he TJ 
| Has not förgbt, it Bente, dib düngerdüs fre He bnce 
| Rid for mie, hen he änd 1 were pleading befbre 
tlie -5 Centumviri- Ruſticuis hätt deſired tne bd a 
be Counſel for Arionilla, Fimen's wife: Regulus 
was engage 
defence I ſttongly infffted upon 4 decree which had 
been , made by the only Molleſtis, at 


pulp 


abaikſt her. In the EGufle of Hy Y 


"hap = 


4 old mal 6 Ur br tei Aae of 4 ee 
produced from the Ss approved, oldie writers 


of two or three centurie 5 It 1 41 ble however, a de BEE 


2 ſort bel de carti 5 Te ws ger in fact We 21 ſome 
ſt writers e p 
gal oF eh ftandii King ifs Fu en ert it 


guage z. notwithſtanding as Veal 5 
1 than de ben 4 NTT 1! & 2850; - 


| lect of ho Ba of idicature, 
el the & bbw ebe he r aur 0064 tende 


_ chiefly{ifnotenti Fan: ese ailsgntting 


| be ; ho" Tally 15 fir 28 enumerates 
5 pots ln 5 ka Piriſcus 4 
1 opinion wit wir robability atter ru 
ther büfineſs Hab ke THAN to the Wn Sy rione 
4 Their number, as appears by our author, amounted to 180. 


e 1. 332 Quin. 8. ** p. 23.1 4 # De Fi, L % 
uit 1. a | 
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that time baniſbed by Domitlan- Now you, ſhall 
fe Regulus in his true colours: Pray; ſays he, 
ntiments of Modeſtus?” You 


will. eaſily, | Judge: how extremely hazardous it 
would have been to have anſwered in bis favor, 
and how infamous if I had done otherwiſe. But 


ſome guardian power, I am perſuaded, aſſiſted 


me in this emergency. I vould tell you my 
< ſentiments, ſaid I, if that were a matter for the 
conſideration of the Centumviri. Still he repeat - 
ed his Queſtion. 1 replied, It was nat guſtom- 
_ © ary to examine witneſſes to, the character of a 
man after ſentence had paſſe upon him.“ | | He 
preſſed me a third time: . do not. enquire, 
ſaid he, what you thin uk. of Modeftus. in general, 
I only aſk your opinion of his Loyalty. 85 Side, 
you will have my ſentiments chen, I. returi rned, 
oy think. it illegal even to. aſt 4 ' queſti an con- 


cerning 4 perſon who and: convicted. This 
filenced him; and I was univerſally applauded 


and congratulated, that without wounding my cha- 
racter by an advan tageous, perhaps, tho ungene 
rous anſwer, I had not entangled myſelf in ſo in- 
| fidious a ſnare. Regulus, conſcious of this unwor. 
thy treatment, has ſolicited Cœcilius Celer, and 
Fabius Juſtus, to uſe the 
a reconciliation between us. And left this houde 
got be ſufficient, he has applied alſo to Spuringa. | 


my * * 


rejr intereſt to bring 14 


— T 


or {PLAN Y: | "My 


+ for the 2 e chen ve came i the 


ture Ginn -where Ay — Frag 805 and 
intreated him to call upon me very early the next 
morning, and endeavor by any means to ſoften 
my reſentment; ( for, ſays he, I can won longer 
_ « ſupport myſelf; under this anxiety - 
Accordingly I was awakened the — — 
with a meſſage from Spurinna, in orming me that 
he would wait upon me. I ſent word back, 1 
would call upon him; however, both of us ſetting 
out to pay this viſit, we met under Livia's Porti- 
co. He acquainted me with the commiſſion he 
bo had received from Regulus, and interceded for 
him, as became ſo. worthy a man in behalf of one 
of a very * character, without greatly preſſing g 
the ching. 1 J ought not, I told him, to conceal 
the true ſtate of the caſe from him, and after 1 
had informed bim of that, I would leave it to him- 
| ſelf 1 to conſider what anſwer, was proper for me to 
return, « I cannot politively, ſaid £ determine any 
« thing till Mauricuꝛ (wo aas Beni in exile ) ſhall. | 
* return, by 1 whoſe ſentiments I think myſelf obli- * 


days after Regulus met me as 25 Was artend- $ 
5 * the P Ck fig: me alide, fad, he 5 
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was afraid 1 deeply feſented an Exprefion' he had 


onee made uſe of in his reply to me ahd Satrius 


Neufus, before the Centumviri, to this Purpoſe: 


Rufus and iat orher, bo ufer #4 Hoal Tully, 


| ond 10 dhſpi The Apen of err Ake. L ab. 


fwered, thatnow indeed 1 perceived he ſpbke it with 


4 ſheer; ſince he 6wn'd he meahr it 16; otherwiſe 
it might have paſſed for a compliment. I was 
free to own, I thid, that I endeavored to imitate 
Cicero, and was by ho means contented with taking 2 
my example from modern eloquende; for I looked 
upon it as a very abſurd thing not to copy the beſt 
Models of every kind. But, how: happens it,“ 
continued I, „ that you who remember ſ well 
r what paſſed upon this occaſion, ſhould have for- 
4 got that other, when you puſhed me {6 ſtrongly | 
4 concerning the loyalty of Modeſtus! py Confound- 
ed with this unexpected queſtion, pale as he always 
is, he turned ſtill more remarkably 6. After a good 
deal of heſitation, he ſaid, it was not me at whom 
he aimed; it was only Modeſtus. Obſetve now, T - 
beſeech you, the implacable ſpirit of this fellow, 
| who was not aſhamed thus to confeſs himſelf capa- 
ble of inſulting the unfortunate. But the reaſon. he 
gave in juſtification of this infamous proceeding, is 
; pleaſant. « He had wrote; ſaid he, in a letter, 1 
& hich was read to Domitian, that I was the moſt 


8 * Fpecrable gf all Kaundrels:!: and what, Meckeem 


. 


* 
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ſaid, was the truth beyond all manner of controverſy, 
Here, I think, I broke off the converſation, being 
deſirous to reſerve to myſelf the liberty of acting as 
I ſhould ſee proper when Mauricus returns. It is 
no eaſy matter, I well know, to deſtroy Regulus; 
he is rich, and at the head of a party; there are 
| _ "__ whoin' he has es _ more! then 


F" 
$347 3% #. "2 f (3 | $: 3 34 


1 lui} 
2 C There 2 to * hs has. a caſt oh uncommon 3 
in the character of this Regulus; otherwiſe the benevolent 
Pliny would ſearce have ſing! bim out, as he has in this and 
ſome following Letters, for the object of his warmeſt contempt 
and indignation: ' Yet infamous as be appears to have been, 
he! was not, it ſeems;, without his flatterers and admirers; and 
a COLEMPOCATY poet frequently repreſents him as one of the moſt 
| finiſhed « 3 of the age, both in eloquence and virtue; 


articularly in the following Es as by his eſcape 
bes an imminent —— 


[Line 8 Hercdlis relidas qua Tiburii 6 arte, 
3 wet 255 mat agu; 
Kura nemuſar facrum, dilecta Mat, 
FSCignat vicina + . 


na quartus ab ur 
Hic rudis eftiyas praftabat Porticas umbras; © ö 
Heu quam pane novum Porticut auſa * 1 
a Nan ſubito collapſa ruit, cum mole Jab oe 
| © Geftlatus byjugis Regulus efſet gui. 
Nimiru timuit nofiras fortuna querelar,, q 
| 3 Jar tam magne non erat in vidi er. 45 A 
damna jucbant; funt ipſa pericula tanti: wm 
N pe en nemo Rr e 
Man. Lib. y. Bp. 13: 


6 Where Jeads He » way to > Tybor's ee w', 


And ſnow- white Albula ſulphureous pour, Mö 1. i 5 v9 
A villa ftands, from Rome a little pace; 
And ev'ry muſe delights to haunt the place.” N 15 A 


Here once a Portic lent her grateful thade ; 
** * near to 0 impjoys guilt wane. . 


| Sudden T 


12 THE LETTERS Bock E 


are afraid of him: a paſſion that will ſometinies 
prevail even beyond Friendſhip itſelf... But after 
all, ties of this ſort are not fa ſtrong, but they 
may be looſened; and the popularity of a bad 
man is more to be depended upon than he is 
himſelf. However (to repeat it again) I ſhall. 
do nothing in this affair till} Mauricus returns. 


He isa man of ſound judgment and great ſagacity, 
formed upon a long courſe of experience, and who 


from his obſervations on the paſt, well knows 


how to judge of the future. I ſhall conſult with 
him, and think myſelf juſtified either in purſuing 
or dropping this affair, as he ſhall adviſe. In 
the mean while, I thought I owed this account 1 
njn ²˙¹dLA˙·˙ HA 


Sudden it fell; what time the ſteeds convey _ 
Safe from her nodding walls great Regulus away 
To cruſh that head not ev'n Fortune dar d. 
And the world's general indignation. fear d. 

Bleſt be the ruin, be the danger bleſt! 
The /anding pile had ne'er the Gods confeſt. 


But poets, eſpecially needy ones, ſuch as we know Martial 
was, are not generally the moſt faithful painters in this way; and 


of the two copies of Regulus now before us, there can be no 
doubt which moſt reſembled the original, If antiquity had de- 
livered down to us more of theſe drawings of the ſame perſon 
by different hands, the truth of characters might be eaher aſ- 
certained, and many of thoſe which we now view with high 
rapture, would greatly ſink, perhaps, in, our eſtimation 5 as 


we mult have conceived a very favorable idea of Regulus, if 


we had never ſeen his 1 but from Martial's pencil. Even 
Horace himſelf we fin | h 
lius from that in which he is repreſented by + Paterculus. 


L. 4. 04.g. f Lib. 2. 10%, 


givin g a very different air to his * Lol- - 


Bide? 2? PIN mar: 


the friendſhip that ſubſiſts between us; which gives ves | 
you an undoubted right to be informed · not only - 
| _ 15 N en e ee OY 
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wEnainly 100 will laugh (and Ä you may) 
when I tell you that your ald acquaintance is 
turned ſportſman, and has taken three noble boars. 
What! (methinks hear you-lay with aftor ichment) 
Pliny! Even he. However lindulged at the fame 
time my beloved inactivity, and whilſt ſat at my 
nets, you would have found me, not with my ſpear, 
but my pen by my fide. I muſed and wrote, be- 
ing reſolved if J returned with my hands empty, 
at leaſt to come home with my papers full. Be- 
lieve me, this manner of ſtudying is not to be de- 
ſpiſed: you cannot conceive how greatly exerciſe 
contributes to enliven the; imagination. There is, 
beſides, ſomething i in the ſolemnity of the vene- 
rable woods with Which one is ſurrounded, toge- . 
ther with that awful * ſilence which is en on 
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„ By the circumflance of e here We babaed) as lt. | 
by the whole air of this letter, it is plain the hunting here re- 
commended was of a very different kind from what is practiſed 
amongſt us. It is probable the wild boars were allured into 
| their nets by ſome kind of prey, with which they were 
baited, while the ſportimanc watched at a diſtance. in 
: ſilence and concealment. Something. at leaſt of this manner 1s 
here Plainly — and is neceſſary to 0 Aintoa to the 


4528 - * Engliſh 


I4: 


LETTER VII. 
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bottle: for be aſſured. you will find 
Toad of ane che hills as s Diana. 


Fare 


0 


To 0 Ocrkyws Rurus. 


EE to what an aries" fatibty you Ne 
vanced me! Tou have evef inv 


From beaver 5 ebene throne «Joe heart his 


Bdok I. 
theſe occaſions, that ſtrongly inclines the mind to 
meditation. For the future therefore let me adviſe 
you, whenever yqu hunt, to take along with you 
your pen and paper, as well as your baſket and 


as 


ed me with 


* 


» 
ny 144 


l 


Engliſh r in order to 1 coutetring "oe 3 of. | 
Pliny's ſentiment, which otherwiſe] muſt ſeem. abſurd./ Phi 


perha 


was their uſual, method of hunting in ſummer ; as dri- 


ving theſe animals into toils by the affiſtance of houhds, is 


mentioned. by Horace as a winter exerciſe;:. _ : 


en tonantis anuus W Fovis 
In,nbres nive/que comparat, 
; . acres hinc & hinc multu cw 


Te hag in nen agar Rs 


— When: rain and ſnows appear, n 

And wint'ry Jove loud thunders o'er . year; 9 7 
With hounds he drives into che wu 

The e boar. — 


® ind, xvi. ver. 250. 
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Mr. rarer, 


EN 


= 


Tis thus with 2 nod or a frown; Il may grant or 
reject your petition as I ſee, proper. To be ſeriouz: 
25 Lam at liberty, I think, to. excuſe myſelf to 
the Bætici, eſpecially at.your requeſt, from. being, 
counſel for them; againſt; a ſingle perſon; „ ſo, on 
the other hapd, t to oppok; a, Whole province which 
L have long ſince. attached. t tq me by many good 
offices, and ſpared. no pains; to oblige e even at the 
hazard of my own. intereſt, would be acting in- 
conſiſtently with my. honor, and. that uniformity 
of conduct which I know you. admire. Lſhall ſteer ; 
therefore in this affair a middle courſe, and of the ; 
alternative which you propoſe to me, chooſe that 
Which will | ſatisfy your judgment, as well as your 
CDG For * not i upon wes pri : 


Book. I, 3 2+ F — | I . * 4 1 2 75, 
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will * approve. 1 118 to 7% At Roles about 1 
| the 15th of Ogober, when! we will] join our united 
credit with, Gallus i in convincing him of the rea- 
ſonableneſs of my offer. In the mean while you 


may aflure him of 1 ay, Sts diſpoſition, towards 
him: 3 | 


b With i gracious ve, mil, np woke: 


! 


.F 


* The peo e 4 Revies. art. of $n in, com chending 
Andaluſia _ Granada, N If a ,p pa -mpfel tn | 


lliad. 1. v. 518. 
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For why ſhould I not continue tb quote Homer's 
verſes, ſince you will not put it in my power to 
quote any of yours? which yet I ſo paffionately 
wiſh for, that I queſtion whether I could withſtand 
ſuch ; a bribe, even to plead againſt my old clients 
the good people of Bætica. 1 had almoſt 
forgot to mention (what however is of too much 
importance to be omitted) that. I have received 

: the excellent dates you ſent me. They are likely 
to prove very powerful rivals to my favorite figs "I 
and morells. Farewel. ee cee Bubng to 


& 


— 


L E * T E R vil. To Nene SATPRNINUS. 
Oching could be more ſeaſonable Wa the 5 


N letter which 5 received from you, wherein 
you deſire me to communicate to you ſome of my 
compoſitions: I was at that very time defigning 1 to. 
ſend you one. Your requeſt therefore has for- 
| warded my intentions, and freed me from every 
thing that I had to apprehend either from your re- 
fuſal of this trouble, or my ſcruples to give it you. 5 
Without heſitation I then make uſe of your offer; 
as you muſt now take the conſequence of -it-with- 

out reluctance. But you muſt not expect from a 
man of indolence any thing new. On the con- 

| trary, I am going to intreat you to reviſe again the 
WOO I made to my Wan when I dedi- 
5 cated 
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cated the public library which I Gadd for their, 
uſe. Fou have already, I re member, obliged, 
me with ſome general obſervations upon this, 
piece: but I now beg of you, not only to take a 
view of it in the whole, but diſtinctiy to criticiſe 
it, with your uſual exactneſs, in all its parts. 
When you have corrected i it, 1 ſhall ſtill be at li- 
berty either to Publiſh a or ſuppreſs it. The delay 
in the mean time will be attended with one of theſe 
advantages, that while we are deliberating whe- | 
ther it is fit for the public vie w, a frequent reviſal 
will either make j it ſo, or conyince me that 1 it is 
not. Tho- indeed the principal difficulty with 
me concerning the publication of this harangue, 
does not ariſe ſo much from the compoſition Kt 
ſelf, as from the ſubje&, which has ſomething. in 
"i I fear, that will look like oſtentation. For tho 
the ſtile be ever ſo plain and unornamented, yer 
as the occaſion neceſſarily. led me to touch not only 
upon the munificence of my anceſtors, but my own; 
my modeſty will be greatly embarraſſed. A dange- 7 
rous and ſlippery ſituation this, even when one is 
led into it by the plea of neceſſity ! For if mankind 
are not very favorable to panegy ric, even when | 
given us by others, how much more difficult is it | 
to reconcile them to it when it is a tribute which 


we * iy: to ourſelves ? ? . tho ripped of all | 


50 
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by, but particularly fo, when glory is het atten- 


meerly for my own private uſe, or with a view 
alſo to the public? I am ſenſible, what may be 
: exceedingly uſeful and proper in the proſecution of 


ment the thing is completed : for inſtance, in 


purpoſe than to explain at large the motives of my 
intended bounty ; for by this means 1 accuſtomed 
my mind to generous ſentiments ; grew more en- 


to them, and gvarded at the ſame time againſt | 


cution of Hberalities not well conſider' d. There 
aroſe alſo a farther advantage from this method, as 


ney. For while mankind ſeem to be univerſally | 
governed by an innate diſpoſition | to accumulate 
wealth, the cultivation of a more generous affecki- 
on in my own breaſt taught me to free 1 
from the ſavery of ſo Predominant: 2 principle, and 


external advantages, i is generally the object of en- 
dant; and the world is never ſo little diſpoſed. to 
wreſt and pervert your honeſt actions, as when 
they paſs unobſerved and unapplauded. For 


theſe reaſons I frequently aſk myfelf, whether I 
ſhould have compoſed this harangue, ſuch as it is, 


any affair, may loſe all its grace and fitneſs ther mo- 


the caſe before us, nothing could be more to my 


amour d of the lovely forms by frequent attention 


that repentance which uſually attends a haſty exe- 


it fixed in me a certain habitual contempt of mo- 


"© * 


ons. And if Phyſicians find it exp 
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1'thought'my honeſt intentions would be the more 
metitorious, as they ſhould appear to proceed, "ik 


from a ſudden ſtart of temper, but from the dictates 


of cool and deliberate reflection. J eonſidered, be- 
ſides, the nature of my deſign; I Was not etigag- 
| wag myſelf to eſtabliſh public games, but a fund 
, forthe ſupport of ingenuous youths. The plea- 
ſures of the ſenſes are ſo far from wanting the ora- 


torical arts to recommend them, that we ſtand in 


need of all the powers of eloquence, to moderate 


and reſtrain their infiuenoe. But to prevail with 


thoſe who are capable of the office, to undertake 
wich cheerfulneſs the diſagreeable buſineſs of edu- 
cation, it is neceſſary to apply, in the moſt artful 


manner, not only to their intereſt, but their paſſi- 


dient to uſe wal 4 
moſt inſinuating addreſs in recommendin g to thei 


patients a wholſome;: eee oh 
gimen; how! much me - occaſfionihad!He:to ex- 
ert all the powers of perſuaſion, who out of regard 
to che public welfare, was endeavoring to reconcile 
it to à moſt uſeful, tho not very popular bene - 
faction: particularly, as my aim was to recom- 
mend an eſtabliſnment calculated ſingly for the 
denefit of thoſe who were parents, to fuck as 
were not ſo; and to perſi 

N e for and endeavor to  deferve 

Oo, Pe "OS" Ys an 


ade mam that they ; 
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an honor, of which, at preſent, a fem only could 
partake. But as at that time, when I attempte d 
to explain and. inforce the deſign and benefit of my 
inſtitution, I conſidered more the general good f 
my country: men, than any reputation which might 
ariſe to myſelf; ſo I am apprehenſive if I publiſh 
that piece, it will ſeem as if I had a view rather 
to my own character, chan the benefit of others. 
1 am very ſenſible how much nobler it is to place 
the reward of virtue in the ſilent approbation of 
one's own breaſt, than in the applauſe of the world. 
Glory ought to be the conſequence, not the motive 
ol our actions; and tho? fame ſhould ſometimes 
happen not to attend the worthy deed, yet is it by 
no means the leſs amiable for having miſſed the ap- 
plauſe it deſerved. But the world is. apt to ſuſpect 
that thoſe who celebrate their own generous acts, 
do not extol them becauſe they performed them, 
but performed them that they might have the plea- 
ſure of extolling tbem. Thus the ſplendor aof an 
action which would have ſhone out in full luſtre if 
related by another, vaniſhes and dies away when 
it becomes the ſubject of your own applauſe. Such 
is the diſpoſition of mankind, if they cannot blaſt 
the action, they will cenſure the vanity; and whe- 
ther you do what does not deſerve to be taken no- 
tice of, or take notice yourſelf of what does, either 
: Ts ROE way 
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way you incur ee In "EA caſe there is 
pecu s with me: This 

ON ſpeech: was ee not before the people, bur 
the Decurii; not in the Forum, but the Senate; 
I doubt therefore it will appear incenſiſtent that I, 

who: when I delivered it, ſeemed to endeavor to 

avoid popular applauſe, ſnould now, by publiſhing 

this performance, appear to court the approbation 

of the world: that I, who was ſo ſcrupulous as not 

to admit even thoſe perſons to be preſent when I 

pronounced this diſcourſe, who were intereſted in 


my benefaction, leſt it might be ſuſpected 1 was 


actuated in this affair by any ambitious views, 5 79 
ſhould now feem to ſolicit admiration; by forward- 
ly diſplaying it to ſuch as have no: other concern in 
my munificence chan the benefit of example. Theſe 
are the ſeruples which have occaſioned my delay- 
ing to giwe this piece to che publie ; but I ſubmit 
them entirely to your Judgment, which ſhall « ever 
eſteem hs ſuſicient © reaſbn — conduct. 
Farewell, 5918 Ait, noi S t 27 Tiga 3A 
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7 HEN ue eee ins pales? 


VV Rome one cannot but be Turprized} that 
take eee it either is, or at leaf 
ſeems to be ſpent reaſonably endugh and yet upon 
caſting up the .whole ſum the amount wilt appear 
quite otherwife d Aſk? any one how he has been 
employed to day? he will tell you, Perhaps 1 

4 have been at the ceremony of taking up che 
* Hany rohe q this friend invited me to a wedding 
_ 6*that deſired me to attend tlie hearing of his eduſe; 
one begged me to be withdls. to his will ar 
<<! cher called me to a conſultation. Theſe are offices 
which ſeem, while one is engaged in them, entreine! 
1 ly neceſſary; and yet, when in the quiet of fome : 
retitement, we look back upon the many hours thus 
employed, we cannot but condemn them as ſolemi 
impeftinences. At ſuch a ſeaſon one is apt to rc 

fe How, much; of -niy. tife has len ſpont in trifies! 
At leaſt it is à reflection which frequently mes 
acroſs me at Laurentum, after I have been employ- 

4 ing myſelf in my ſtudies, or even in the neceſſary 

care of 26h animal machings (for the body muſt be 
repaired 


1 The Roman Wen at the age of ſeventeen changed their = 
| habit, and took up the Toga wirilis, or Manly gown, upon 
which occaſion the were conduded by the friends of the fa. 


mily with great ceremony either into the Faun e Hd FE 
and chere inveſted with this new robe. 5 


ployme 
. beſt and, molt [ etired ſcene for contemplation, with 


how many, noble thoughts have you inſpired me! 2 
Snatch, then, my friend, as 1, have, the firſt occa- 
fion of leaving the noiſy t town with all its very emp- 
ty purſuits, and devote your days to ſtudy, or e-. 
ven reſign | them to, eaſe: for 28 my inget 
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repaired and 3 if we would di the 


mind i in all its vigor.) In that peaceful retreat, 1 


neither hear nor ſpeak any thing of which I have 
occaſion to repent. . os ſuffer none to repeat to me 


the whiſpers of malicez nor do I cenſure any man, 
unleſs myſelf, when I am diſſatisfied with my com- 
poſitions. There 1 live undiſturbed by rumor, and 
free from the anxious ſolicitudes of hope or fear, 


converſing only with myſelf and my books. True 
and genuine life! pleaſing and honorable repoſe! 5 


More, perhaps, to be deſired than the nobleſt em- 
nts! Thou ſolemn ſea and ſolitary ſhore, 


us friend 


# 4.3 5 


Attilius pleaſantly ſaid, « It is, better de nothing. 
© than to be daing of, in, Farexel. 


* E 15 5 E R . 5 To Aravs 8 


1 


NA 


polite Viveblas ne at Rome, it 


T certainly does now, of which I could give you f 

many eminent inſtances: 1 will content myſelf 
1 however with naming only Euphrates the philoſo- | 
het. Th firſt Rte hey ences wi 


N k this excellent | 


wy 4 
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perſon in my youth, when I ſerved in the army in 
Syria. I had an opportunity of converſing with 
him familiarly, and took ſome pains to gain his af- 
fection: tho' that indeed was nothing difficult, for 
he is exceeding open to acceſs, and full of that 
humanity which he profeſſes. I ſhould think my- 
| ſelf extremely happy if I had as much anſwered the 
expectations he at that time conceived of me, as 
he exceeds every thing I. had imagined of him, 
But perhaps J admire his excellencies more now, 
than I did then, becauſe I underſtand them better; | 
if I can with truth ſay I underſtand them yet. For 
N as none but thoſe who are ſkilbd 1 in Painting, Sta- 
A tuary, or the plaſtic art, can form'a right Judg- 
ment of any performance in thoſe ſciences ; fo a 
man muſt himſelf have made great advances in learn- 
ing, before he is capable of forming a juſt notion 
of the learned. However, as far as I am qualified 
to determine, Euphrates i is poſſeſſed of ſo many 
ſhining talents, that he cannot fail to ſtrike the moſt 
injudicious obſerver. He reaſons with much force, 
penetration and elegance, and frequently launches 
out into all the ſublime and luxuriant eloquence of 
Plato. His ſtile is rich and flowing, and at the fame 
time ſo wonderfully ſweet, that witha pkaſing: vio- 
lence he forces the attention of the moſt unwilling 
hearer. His outward appearance is agreeable to all 
the reſt: he has a good ſhape, a comely aſpect, long 5 
hair, 
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hair, and a large white beard: circumflances which, 
tho they may probably be thought trifling and ac- 
cidental, contribute however to gain him much re- 
verence. There! is an affected negligence in his ha- 
bit; his countenance is grave, but not auſtere; and 
; his 1 commands reſpect without creating 
Diſtinguiſned as he is by the ſanctity of his 
manners, he is no leſs ſo by his polite and affable 
:..dreſs, He points his eloquence againſt the vices, 
not the perſons of mankind, and without chaſtifing . 
reclaims the wanderer. His exhortations ſo capti- 
vate your attention, that you hang as it were upon : 
his lips; and even after the heart is convine'd, the 
ear ſtill wiſhes to liſten to the harmonious reaſoner. py 
His family conſiſts of three children (two of which : 
are ſons (whom' he educates with the utmoſt cart. 
His father-in-law Pornpeitis Jalianus, as he greatly 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf 1 in every other part of his Hife, 
ſo particularly in this, that tho⸗ he was himſelf of 
the higheſt rank in his province, yet among many 
conſiderable cornpetitors for his daughter, he pre- : 
ferred Euphrates, as firſt in merit, tho? not in dig- | 
"nity. But to dwell any longer upon the virtues of a 
man, whoſe converſation I am ſo-unfortunate as not 
to have leiſure to enjoy, what would it avail but to 
encreaſe my uneaſineſs that 1 cannot enjoy it? My 
time is wholly taken up in the execution of a very 
honorable, * but very troubleſome employ- 
ment; 


— 
— * 
— R 


_—— Hes 
l — em — 
—— — —— 
— — 
— — — 


— — — —— T 
— — — — — —— 
— —— 2 — — — <= Ads 
.. . ———. CARS 
— — — — — — 


— . = 
i Se = — — ä 
— — 
2 — —— — IR - 


— — — — 
— 
— —ꝛ— — — 


26 THE, LETTERS Book k 


ment; in hearing of . cauſes, anſwering, petitions, 
paſſing accounts, and and writing of letters; but letters, 
alas! where genius, has. no ſhare. I ſometimes 


complain to Euphrates, (for I have leiſure at leaſt | 
for chat) of theſe unpleaſing occupations. He en- 


deavours! to comfort me, by affirming, that to be en- 
gaged in the. ſervice of the publie, to hear and de- 
termine cauſes, to explain the laws, and adminiſter 
juſtice, is a part, : and the 1 nobleſt part too, of Phi- 
loſophy, as it IS reducing. t to practice what her Pro- 
feſſors reach in ſpeculation. | It may be ſo: but 


that 1 It is as agreeable as to ſpend whole. days in at- 
tending to his uſeful converſation--eyen bis rhetoric 
| will neyer be able to convince me. I cannot there- 


fore but ſtrongly recommend i it to you, who have : 


leiſure, the next time you come to Rome ( and you 
will come, 1 dare ſay, ſo much the ſooner) to take 


the benefit of his elegant and refined inſtructions, I 


am not, you ſee, 1 in the number of thoſe who env 

others the happineſs they, cannot ſhare themſelves: : 
on the contrary, it is a very ſenſible pleaſure o me, | 
when ! find my friends in poſſeſſion of an enjoyment 
from which 1 bare the a to be rhef _ 
Farewel. PO I Es | 
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good | old ſtile, i 
| be contented even with thar; as indeed that Angle 
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1-21 Dad you 


17 is le ng 15 I received, a "tetter from - 
wie: . yr let me bave the en at eas of 
ſeeing it under . your hand, or. tell me in the 
f, you, are well, 1 am fo. | I fan 


82 


ance from . friend ; includes. every thing. 


” 3 poſſibly think 15 eſt: but believen me Tan 


itt * 


extremely in earneſt... „0 hort, all 1 defire is „N "to . 


Know how 1 its, with you; for 1 can 7 no longer re- 


io * Tr; 


main in this, a without th the | urmoſt anxiety. 
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[ Ho Luffeedc/a Malti ſenfible-loſs3;.if that 
ord: is ſtrong enough to expreſs the,, miſ- 


Le which; has deprived me of. ſo excellent a 


«man, Corellius Rufus is dead and dead 100, by 


lis oun act l s circumſtance. of great, aggravation 
mi Hic 11; 
 rannot. impute either to the.courſe of nature, or 


f ion, a chat Jort of death which, ws 


the band; of providence, : tis of all others. the moſt 
to: be lamiented. It affords ſame conſolation in che 


lass of thoſe friends whom diſeaſe ſnarches from 
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us, that they fall by the general fate of mankind- 
but thoſe who deſtroy "themſelves leave us under 


the inconſolable reflection that they had it in their 


power to have lived: longer. 'Tis true Corelli 
had many inducements't to be fond of life; a blame- 


| leſs conſcience, high reputation, and great dignity; 
85 together with all the tender endearments of a wife, 


a daughter, a grandſon, and ſiſters, and amidſt 


theſe conſiderable Pledges of happitieſs,” many and 


faithful friends, | "Still it muſt be own'd he had the 


| higheſt reaſon, (Which to à wiſe man will alwiys 
eter- 
mine him in this reſolution. - He had long labo "= 
under fo tedious and painful a diſtemper, that e. 


have the force of the ſtrongeſt obligation) to 


ven theſe bleſſings, great and valuable as they are, 


could not balance the evils he ſuffered. In his 


thirty-third year, (as I have frequently heard him 
ſay) he was ſeized with the gout in his feet. This 


Wo received from his father; for "diſeaſes, as well 
as poſſeſſions, are ſometimes tranſmitted by a : 


_ kind of inheritance. A life of abſtinence and vir- 
tue had ſomething IC 


with” it; as a manly courage ſupport 
der the increaſing weight of it in his old a 
remember in the reign of Domitian 
2 viſit at t his en near Wa n 1 found him 


; Z 
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the force of this diſtem- 
per while he had firenpth” and youth to ſtruggle 
d him un⸗ 


y I made him 


c 
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under the moſt incredible and undeſerved tortures; 


for the gout was not only in his feet, but had 


ſpread itſelf over his whole body. As ſoon as I. 
entered his chamber, his ſervants withdrew : for | it 
was his conſtant rule, never to ſuffer them to be 
preſent when any very intimate friend was with him: 
he even carried it ſo far as to diſmiſs his wife upon 


ſuch occaſions, tho worthy of the higheſt. confi- 
dence. Locking round about him, Do you know, 


(ays he) why; I endure life under theſe cruel ge; 


nies? It is with the hope that I may outlive,' at 


had you given me ſtrength, as you have given me 


reſolution, . I would. infallibly have that | pleaſure ! 
Heaven heard his prayer, and having ſurvived that 
tyrant, and lived to ſee liberty reſtored, he broke 


thro' thoſe great, but however now leſs forcible 


attachments to the world, ſince he could leave it 


in poſſeſſion of ſecurity and freedom. His diſtemper 


increaſed; and as it now grew too violent to admit 
bol any relief from temperance, he reſolutely deter- 


mined to put an end to its uninterrupted attacks by 


an effort of heroiſm. He had refuſed all ſuſtenance 
for four days, when his wife Hiſpulla ſent to me 


our common friend Geminius, with the melahcho- 


ly news that he was reſolved to die; and that ſne 


* 4 in & - . 
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and her daughter having in vain joined in their 
moſt tender perſuaſibns to divert him from his pur- | 
- poſe, the only hope they had now left was my 
endeavors to reconcile him to life. '' I ran to his 
| houſe with the utmoſt precipitation! As I approach- 
ed ir. I met a ſecond ANGER" _ "TREE 
wg even ch me, as he now ſeemed more in- 
flexible than ever in his reſolution. What con- 
firmed their fears was an expreſſion he made uſe of 
to his phyſician, who preſſed him to take ſome 
nouriſhment: 1 reſolved, he ſaid: an expreſſion | 
which as it raiſed my admiration of his greatneſs 
of foul; ſo it does my grief for the loſs of him. 1 
am every moment reflecting what a valuable friend, 
what an excellent man I am deprived of. That he 
was arrived to his ſixty- ſeventh year, which is an age 
even the ſtrongeſt ſeldom exceed, I well know; that 
he is delivered from a life of continual pain; that he 
left his family and (what he loved even more) his 
country in a floriſhing ſtate; all this I know. Still 
I cannot forbear to weep for him as if he had been 


in the prime and vigor of his days: and I weep 


(shall I own my weakneſs?) upon a private account. 
For I have loſt, oh! my friend, I have loſt the wit- 
neſs, the guide, and the director of my life! And to 
confeſs to you what I did to Calviſius in the firſt 

FO En ro” 


Af e BEAN þ 


tranſport of my grief, I fadly fear, now that I am 
no longer under his eye, 1 ſhall not keep fo. ſtrict 
a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to me 
therefore, I entreat you; not by telling me that 
he was old, that he was infirm; all this 1 know; 3 
but by ſupplying me with ſome arguments that are 
uncommon, and reſiſtleſs, that neither the. com- 
merce of the world, nor the precepts of the Philo- 
ſophers can teach me. For all that I have heard, 
and all that I have read occur to me of themſelves; ; 
but all theſe are by far too weak to ſupport me = 
Pep To ene an affiction. Tareuel. 


L * T T E R XIII. 25 Soervs Sihl 0 : 


\HI 8 year BR proved. excremely fertile i in 

poetical productions: during the whole 
month of April, ſcarce a day has paſſed wherein 
we have not been entertained with the recital of 
ſome poem. It is a pleaſure to me to find, not- 
withſtanding there ſeems to be ſo little diſpoſition 
in the public to attend aſſemblies of this kind, that 3 
the ſciences ſtill floriſh, and men of genius are not 
diſcouraged from producing their performances. It 
Is viſible, the greater part of the audience which 
i8 collected upon theſe occaſions, come with relue- 
_ tance; they Joiter round the place of aſſembly, join ; 
in lng W converlatior, and ſend * now 
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and then to enquire whether the author is come in, 
whether he has read the preface, or whether he has 


almoſt finiſhed the piece. Then with an air of the 


greateſt indifference, they juſt look in and with 
draw again; ſome by ſtealth, and others with leſs 
ceremony. It was not thus. 1 in the time of our an- 


ceſtors. It is reported that Claudius Cæſar one 


day hearing a noiſe near his palace, enquired the 


occaſion of it, and being informed that Nonianus | 
was reciting a compoſition of his, went immediate- 


ly to the place, and agreeably furpr iſed the author 


with his preſence. But now, were one to beſpeak. 


the company even of the moſt idle man living, and 


remind him of the appointment ever ſo often, or 


ever ſo long beforehand, either he would avoid i it 


under pretence of forgetfulneſs, or if not, would 
look upon it as ſo much time loſt; and for no 


other reaſon, perhaps, but becauſe he had not loſt it. 
So much the rather do #hoſe authors deſerve our en- 


couragement and applauſe, who have reſolution to 
perſevere in their ſtudies, and exhibit their perfor- 
mances, notwithſtanding this indolence, or pride 


of their audience. For my own part, I ſcarce eyer 


| refuſe to be preſent upon ſuch” occaſions. Tho? 
to ſay truth, the authors have generally been my 


friends; 5 as indeed there are few men of genius 


who are not. It is this has kept me in town 
_ than I intended. 1 am now however at 


4 | | — 8 
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liberty to withdraw to my retirement, and write 


ſomething myſelf; but without any intentions of 


reciting in my turn. I would not have it thought 


that I rather lent than gave my attendance; for in 


theſe, as in all other good offices, the obligation 
ceaſes the moment you em: to expect. a return, 


Farewel. 
L ET: TER xn. 7% Joxs Mauxtcus. 


OU defire me to ok out a huſband for 
, your niece; and it js with juſtice you enjoin 
me that office. You were a witneſs to the eſteent 


and affection I bore that great man her father, and 
with what noble inſtructions he formed my youth, 


and taught me to deſerve” whoſe praiſes he was 
pleaſed to beſtow upon me. You could not 
give me then a more important, or more agree - 


| able commiſſion, nor could I be employed in an 


office of higher honor, than of chooſing a young 


man worthy of continuing the family of Ruſticus 


Arulenus: a choice I ſhould be long in determin- 
ing if I were hot acquainted with Minutius Emili- 
anus, who ſeerns formed for our purpoſe. While hs 
loves me with that warmth of affection whichis uſual 
between young men of equal years (as indeed 1 


have the advance of him but by very hs he te- 


I 4 
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veres me at the ſame time with all the deference due 
to age; and is as deſirous to model himſelf by my 
inſtructions, as I was by thoſe of yourſelf and your 
brother. He is a native of Brixia *, one of thoſe 
provinces in Italy, which ſtill retains much of the 
frugal ſimplicity and purity of ancient manners. 
He is fon to Minutius Macrinus, whoſe humble 
defires were ſatisfied with being firſt in the rank of 
the * Equeſtrian order: for tho he was nominat- 
ed by Veſpaſian in the number of thoſe whom . 
that Prince dignified: with, the. Prætorian honors; | 
yet with a determined greatneſs of mind, he rather | 
preferred an elegant repoſe, to the ambitious, ſhall 
1 call them, or honorable purſuits in Which we in 
public life are engaged. His grand mother on the 
mother's ſide is Serrana Procula, of Padua: you are 
no ſtranger to the manners of that place; yet Serra. 
na is looked upon, even among theſe reſerved peo- 
ple, as an exemplary inſtance of ſtrict virtue. A- 
cilius, his uncle, is a man of ſingular gravity, wiſ 
dom and integrity. In a word, you will find nothing 
throughout his family unworthy of yours. Mi- 
nutius himſelf has great vivacity, as well as ap-. 
plication, joined at the ſame time with a moſt 
amiable and becoming modeſty. He has already, 
with much credit, paſſed thro? the offices of Quæſ- 5 
dor, 


N A town in EP territories of Venice, now called Breſcia 
Ses page 45. note e. 


doubtful whether I ſhould add, 


very rich. When I conſider the character of thoſe 
who require a hufband of my chooſing, I know it | 
1s unneceſſary to mention wealth; but when I re- 


drawi 
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tor, Tribune, and Prætor, ſo that you will be ſpar- 
ed the trouble of ſoliciting for him thoſe honorable 
employments. He has a genteel and ruddy coun- 
tenance, with a certain noble mien that ſpeaks the 


man of diſtinction: advantages, I think, by no 


means to be flighted, and which I look upon as 
the proper tribute to virgin innocence. I am 
that his father is 


flect upon the prevailing manners of the age, and 
even the laws of Rome, which rank a man ac- 
cording to his poſſeſſions, it certainly claims ſome = 
notice; and indeed in eſtabliſhments of this na- 
ture, where children and many other circumſtances 


are to be conſidered, it is an article that well de- 


ſerves to be taken into the account. You will be 


inclined perhaps to ſuſpect, that affeftion has had 


too great a ſhare in the character I have been 
ing, and that I have heightened it beyond the 
truch. But 1 will ftake all my credit, you will find 


every thing far beyond what I have repreſented. . 1 
confels, indeed, I love Minutius, (as he juſtly de- 
| ferves), with all the warmth of the moſt ardent af- 

fection; but for that very reaſon I would not aſcribe 


more to his merit, than 1 * it will e 
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H 9 i happened 1 my . chat you did 


6 


not keep your engagement, the other night 
to ſup with me? But take notice, juſtice! 18 to be 
had, and expect you ſhall fully reimburſe me the 
expence I was at to treat you; which, let me tell 
you, was no ſmall ſum. I had prepared, you muſt | 
know, a lettuce apiece, three i ſnails, two eggs, and a 
barley cake, w with ſome ſweet wine and * ſnow: the 
ſnow molt certainly I ſhall charge to your account, 
as a rarity that will not keep. Beſides all theſe cu- 
rious diſhes, there were olives of Andaluſia, gourds, 
Us: | ſhalots, 


2 11 is «Engliſh: render may 1 desde be e to kind this 
articlein Pliny's philoſophical bill of fare; it will not be improper 
therefore to inform him, that a diſh of ſnails was very common 
at a Roman table. The manner uſed to fatten them is related 
by ſome very grave authors of antiquity; and Pliny the elder 
[mentions one Fulvius Hirpinus who had ſtudied that art with ſo 
much ſucceſs, that the ſhells of ſome of his ſnails would contain 
about ten quarts. [H. N. I. 9. 56.] In ſome parts of Switzer- 


land this fqed-is till in high repute.” See Addiſon's Trav. 364. 


b The Romans uſed ſnow not only to cool their liquors, but 


| «their Romachs after having inflamed themſelves with high eat- 


ing: Niven rodunt, ſays Seneca, olatium. ftomachi tr ſtuantis. 
& p. 95.] This cuſtom ſtill prevails in Italy, eſpecially at Na- 
es, Where (as Mr. Addiſon obſerves)! they drink very few 
++.Jiguors, not ſo much as water, that have not lain in fre/co, 
and every body from the higbeſt to the loweſt makes uſe of 
it; inſomuch tſlat a ſcarcity of ſnow . would raiſe a mutiny at 
4 « Naples, as much as a dearth of corn or r proviſions in another 
* e TY Trav, 185. | _ 31% 
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ſhalots, and a hundred other dainties equally ſump- 


tuous. You ſhould likewiſe have been entertained 


either with an interlude, the rehearſal of a poem, or 
a piece of muſic, as you liked beſt; or (ſuch was my 


liberality) with all three. But the luxurious de- 


licacies © and Spaniſh dancers of a certain — I 
know not who, were, it ſeems- more to your taſte. 


However I ſhall have my revenge of you, depend 


> ts 


uponitg—inwhatmanner;ſhallatpreſentbeafecrex. 


In good truth it was not kind, thus to mortify 


your friend, 1 had almoſt ſaid yourſelf; - and 


upon ſecond thoughts I do ſay ſo: for how agreeably 
ſhould we have ſpent the evening, in laughing, tri - 


fling, and deep ſpeculation l You may ſup, I con- 


feſs, at many places more ſplendidly; but you can 
be treated no N believe n more uncon- 


o ei 0 3 arg trained 
e In hs eg the des are hea 2 2. oer the 


matrices of ſows, with a certain ſea ſhell fiſh, prickly: like a 


hedge-hog, called Echinus, all in the higheſt eſtimation among 
Roh admirers of table luxury; ; as appears by num ; berlefs 
paſſages in the 'claſſic writers Our own country had the honor 
to furniſh them with oyſters, which they fetched from Sandwich : 
Montanus, mentioned by Juvenal, was ſo well ſkilled in the 
ſcience of good eating, that he could tell by the firſt taſte 144813 
ther r came from thence R 
12 4 LS TT TE COIN . ie 0 * | 1115 bo 97 
—— Circeis nata foreut, an ; 


Lucrinum ad ſarum, ä 
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| | 84 iv. 140. | 
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ſtrained cheerfulneſs, ſimplicity and freedom: only 

make the experiment; and if you do not ever 

_ afterwards prefer my table to any other, never fa- 
vor me with your company again. Farewel. 


+ E T T ER XVI. 2, Exvers. 


een an affection for my friend Pagppeius 
1 Saturinus, and admired his genius, even long 
before I knew the extenſive variety of his talents: 
but he has now taken full and unreferved poſſeſſion 
of my whole heart. I have heard him in the un- 
_ premeditated, as well as ſtudied ſpeech, plead with 
no leſs warmth and energy, than grace and elo- 
quence. He abounds with juſt reflections; his 
periods are graceful and majeſtic; his words har- 
monious, and ſtamped with tlie authority of genuine 
antiquity. Theſe united qualities infinitely delight 
you, not only when you are carried along, if I may 
ſo ſay, with the refiſtleſs flow of his charming and 
emphatical elocution; but when conſidered diſtinct 
and apart from that advantage. I am perſuaded 
you will be of this opinion when you peruſe his 
orations, and will not hefitate to place him in the 
ſame rank with the anitients, hem he ſo happily 
| imitates. But you will view him with ſtill higher 
” pleaſure 1 in the character of an a Vhets hi 1 
8 Ki 


ſtile is at once conciſe and clear, ſmooth and ſub- 
lime; and the Tame energy of expreſfion, though 
with more cloſeneſs, runs through his harangues, 
which ſo eminently aiftinavithes and adorns his 
pleadings. But theſe are not all his excellencies; 
he has compoſed ſeveral poetical pieces in the man- 
ner of my favorite Calvus and Catullus. What 
ſtrokes of wit, what ſweetneſs of numbers, What 5 
pointed ſatire, and what touches of the tender paſ⸗ 
ſion : appear in his verſes! in the midſt of which he 
| ſometimes delignedly falls i into an agreeable veel. 
E poets. He read to me, ebe other day, 8. £ 
letters which he aſſured me were written by his wife: 
I fancied I was hearing Plautus or Terence in proſe. 
If they are thatlady's, (as he poſitively affirms) or 
his own, which he abſolutely denies, either way he Z 
deſerves equal applauſe; whether for writing ſo po- 
litely himſelf, or for having ſo highly improved 
and refined the genius of his wife, whom he married 
young and uninſtructed. Lis works are never out of 
my hands; and whether L it down to write any thing 
myſelf, or to teviſe what I have already written, or 
am in a diſpoſition to amuſte myſelf, L confta tly take 
up this agreeable author; and as often as 1 ts ſo, he 
is {fill new. Let me ſtrongly recommend him to 
: the ſame ARE of nad with you; nor be it | 
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any prejudice to his merit that he i is a cotemporary 
writer. Had he floriſhed i in ſome diſtant age, not 
only his works, but the very pictures and ſtatues of 
him would have been paſſionately enquired after; 
and ſhall we then, from a ſort of ſatiety, and merely 
| becauſe he is preſent among us, ſuffer his talents to 
languiſh and fade away unhonored and, unadmired ? 
It is ſurely a very perverſe and envious diſpoſition, 
to look with indifference upon a man worthy of the 
| higheſt approhation, for no other reaſon but becauſe 
we have it in our power to ſee him, and to converſe 
with him, and not only to give him our applauſe, 


but to receive him! into our r friendſhip. F arewel, 


. F T T * ER n. 7 0 Conse Tiras 


E focial virtues I not yet quite 1 
the world; and there are {till thoſe whoſe 
generous affection. extends itſelf even to their de- 

parted friends. Titianus Capito has obtained the 

Emperor's permiſſion, to erect a ſtatue in the Fo- 
rum to the late L. Syllanus. It is a noble and 5 
truly laudable exertion of princely favor to employ 
it to purpaſes ſuch as theſe, and to try the extent 
af one's Intereſt for the glory of others. It i is in- 
| deed habirual 00 Capita . 0 diſtivg guiſh merit. He 3 
F 
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has placed in his houſe (where he is at libertyto 
do ſo) the ſtatues of the Bruti, the Caſſii, and the 


Cato's, and it is incredible What a religious vene- 


ration he pays them. But his generoſity does not 
terminate here: there is ſcarce a name of any note 
or luſtre that he has not celebrated and rendered 
more conſpicuous, by his excellent verſes. One may 
be very ſure a man muſt be poſſeſſed « of great vir- 
tue himſelf, Who thus admires it in others. As 
Syllanus certainly deſerves the honor that is done 
him, fo Capito has by this means, ſecured to bim- N 
ſelf that immortality which he has conferred on his 
friend; for in my opinion he who erects a ſtatue | 
in the Roman Forum, receives as much glory, as as 


"ms e * en 5  Farewel, 4; 
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7 OUR qa Jofpokiy't me det you. are ex- 
tremely terrified with a dream, as appre- 
hending that it threatens ſome ill laccela to you in 


Z oy "a4 * 
Py X 3 , * 
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2 Suetonius informs us, that Caligula th pt thi katass of 
thoſe illuſtrious perſons which Auguſtus had erected in the Ca- 
pitol; and publiſhed an edict, whereby he re Rm | 
to be raiſed to I in his life-time, un is by the empe 
_ror's expreſs permiſſion. It is probable Plin) here alludes x a 


| decree of this nature made by ſome ſucc ing emperor, per- 


haps Domitian, a er. ainſt Penne — gens to rr glos | 
nous ae of . PR Wh, 


ET if 4X 
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the cauſe you have undertaken to defend; and 

therefore deſire that I would get it adjourned for 
a few days, or at leaſt to che next. This is a fa 
vor, you are ſenſible, not very eaſily obtained, hes 
1 rd uſe all hy! 1 for chat en 5 


— - For dreams deſcend from Jove ITY "How 


W the mean while it is very material for you to 
recollect whether your dreams generally repreſent 5 
things as they afterwards fall out, or quite the te- 
verſe. But if I may judge of yours by one that 
happened t to myſelf, you have nothing t to fear: for 


it 


2 Pope, Thad i. 63. . 8 
» Dreams were confider'd from the earlieſt antiquity : as 18 
_ ered admonitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen 
_oxacles were deliver'd in this manner, and even among the 
Jews we find ſeveral intimations conveyed to their prophers in 
the ſame way. The Romans in general were great obſervers 
of dreams, and Auguſtus Cæſar is ſaid to have eſcaped a very | 
imminent danger at, the battle of Philip pi, by Pudel of | 
tent in compliance with a dream of Anta his phyſi 
f is mentioned to obviate any prejudice againſt Fah, which 
may ariſe in the mind of a reader unacquainted with the pre- 
Taking ſentiments-of the antients upon his point, who might 
erwiſe be ſurprized to find our author talk ſeriouſly upon a 
Tubje& of this nature. The truth is, an eminent critic + 
has "obſerved with great good ſenſe, there ſeems to be as much 
| temerity in never giving c credit to dreams, as there is ſuperſtition 
in always doing ſo. It appears to me, ſays he, that the 
4% true medium between theſe two extremes, 3s to treat them 
% we would a known liar; we are ſure he moſt uſually re- 
6c lates falſehoods, papers W n but he * nd 
"66 e l n a 


*% 
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it portends you will acquit yourſelves with great 
ſucceſs. - I had promiſed to be counſel for Julius 
Paſtor ; when I fancied in my ſleep that my mo- 
ther-1n-law came to me, and throwing herſelf at 
my feet, earneſtly intreated me not to be concern- 


0 ed in the cauſe. I was at that time a very young 
ab man; the caſe was to be argued in the four cen- 
K tumviral courts; my adverfaries were ſome of the 
C- moſt conſiderable men in Rome, and particular fa- 
4 | vorites of Cæſar; any of which circumſtances 
. were ſufficient, after ſuch an inauſpitioua dieam, to 
5 have diſcouraged me. Notwithſtanding this, I 
. engaged in the cauſe, refle&ting within my if, f 

| Wi ad” a Au, bis ford the grade man ae 

E Aud 22 10 omen, but bis country. s ayes At” 

i fer I looked upon the promiſe L had given, to os 
by : as ſacred to me as my country, or, if that were 
4 | poſlible, more ſo. The event happened 
BD Y withed and it was that very cauſe which firſt pro- 
4 cured me the favorable attention of the public, 
and threw open to me the gates of Fame. Con- 
ch ſider then whether your dream, like that which 
= have related, may not portend ſucceſs. Or, after * 
4 all, perhaps, you will think it more ſafe to purſue : 


this cautious maxim: © never do a thing of which 
: v | | ha ; | 1 5 8 Ty . Fogg Bog : « 5 5 
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ou are in doubt :> if ſo, write me mard>a In 


the interval I will conſider of ſome expedient, and 
endeavor your cauſe ſhall be heard any day you 


like beſt. In this reſpect you are in a better fitua- 
tion than 1 was: the court of the Centumviri, 


Vvhere I was to plead, admits of no adjournment; 


whereas in that where your cauſe is to be heard, 


_ tho\ it ĩs not eaſy to —__ one,, ſtill however it 
5 Wa e Farwel. Grobi! 


2 


© 1+.» 4 


4 
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8 you are my e wy ” Cehool- 
fellow, and the earlieſt companion of my 


84 


BOY as there was the ſtricteſt friendſhip be- 


tween my mother and uncle, and your father; a 


happineſs which I alſo enjoyed as far as the great 
inequality of our ages would admit; can I fail 
(biaſs'd as I am towards your intereſt by ſo many 


ſtrong and weighty reaſons,) to contribute all in my 


power to the advancement of your dignity ?. The 
rank you bear in our province as a Decufio, A 
proof that Fn ga at. _—_ an: hundred 


. . thouſand = 
157 avid 


: [260 Bi 
a „ About $00 1. of our money. The Sefterce was à Roman 


| filver coin, the value of which the moſt accurate aftiqyariaus 

haue ſettled at 1 penny, 3 farthiogs and 3-4ths, making , IP 195 

to be equal to 81. 18. 5 d. but to avoid fractions, in 
this place, and throughout all dhe followin calculations, a 


thouſand ſeſterces are conſidered As be hr ent to only 81 i, 
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thouſand ſeſterces; but that we may alſo have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you a Roman * knight, give me 
leave to preſent you with three hundred el 


in order to make up the ſum requiſite to entitle 


you to that dignity. The long , acquaintance we 


have had, leaves me no room to doubt you will 


ever be forgetful of this inſtance of my friendſhip. 


And I need not adviſe you (what if I did not know 


your diſpoſition, I ſhould) to enjoy this honor with 


the modeſty that becomes one who received it from 

me: for the dignity we poſſeſs by the good offices 

of a friend is a kind of ſacred truſt, wherein we 
have bis judgment, as well as our own character, 


to maintain, and therefore to be guarded with pe- 


7 | 43d 1 5 ” , ; * , 
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The Equeſtrian dignity, or that order of the Roman 


% people which we commonly call Knights, had nothing in it 
 « analogous to any order of modern knighthood, but depend- 
ed entirely upon a valuation of their. eſtates ; and evety 


« citizen whoſe entire fortunes amounted to 400,000 ſeſterces, 
« that is, to 32291. of our money, was enrolled of courſe in 
« the liſt of knights; 'who were conſidered as a middle order 


between the ſenators and common people, yet without any 


« other diſtinction than the privilege of 'wearing a gold ring, 
** which was the peculiar badge of their order.“ Life of 


N ; «3 | 2 1 7 4 * 1 8 5 : 4 ü 4 8 
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Have frequent debates with : a learned AL] judi- 
* cious perſon of my acquaintance, who admires 
nothing ſo much in the eloquence of the bar as 
conciſeneſs. I agree with him, where the cauſe will 
admit of this manner, it may be properly enough 
purſued ; but inſiſt, that to omit what is material 
to be mentioned, or only flightly to touch upon 
thoſe points which ſhould be ſtrongly inculcated, 
and urged home to the minds of the audience, is 
in effect to deſert the cauſe one has undertaken. In 
many caſes a copious manner of expreſſion gives 
ſtrength and weight to our ideas, which frequent- 
ly make impreſſions upon the mind, as iron does 
| upon ſolid bodies, rather by repeated ſtrokes than 
a ſingle blow. In anſwer to this he uſually has 
recourſe to authorities; and produces Lyſias 
amongſt the Grecians, and Cato and the two 
Graechi among our own countrymen, as inſtances 
in favor of the conciſe ſtile. In return, I name 
Demoſthenes, AEſchynes, Hiſperides, and many 
Prep 1 oppoſition to Lyſias; while I confront 
Cato and the Gracchi, with Cæſar, Pollio, Cœhus, 
and above all Cicero, whoſe longeſt oration. is ge- 
nerally eſteemed the beſt. It is in good com- 
Poſitions, as in every ming clſe that i is ; valuable 3 
| - the 
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Bock l. OF BEEN v. 1 ar. 
the more there is of them, the better. Tou may 


obſerve in ſtatues, baſſo-relievos, pictures, and 
the bodies of men, and even in animals and trees, 
that nothing is more graceful than magnitude, if 
accompanied with proportion. The ſame holds 


true in pleading : and even in books, a large 


volume carries ſomething of beauty and authority 
in its very ſize. My antagoniſt, who is extreme 


y dexterous at evading an argument, eludes all 
| this, and much more which 1 uſually urge to the 
ſame purpoſe, by inſiſting that thoſe very perſons, 1 
upon whoſe works I found my opinion, made 
conſiderable additions to their orations when they 


publiſhed them. This I deny: and appeal to the 


harangues of numberleſs orators ; particularly to 
thoſe of Cicero for Murena and Varenus, where 
| he ſeems to have given us little more than a ge. 
neral charge. Whence it appears, that many 
things which he enlarged upon at the time he de- 
livered thoſe orations, were retrenched when he 
gave them to the public. The ſame excellent ora- 
tor informs us, that, agreeably ro the ancient cuſ- 
tom which allowed only one counſel on a fide, 


Cluentius had no other advocate but Himfelf ; and 


tells us farther, that he employed four whole days 


in defence of C ornelius: by which it plainly ap- 
_ pears, that thoſe orations which, when delivered at 


their full length, had neceſſarilytaken up ſo much ö 


N | | | time 
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time at the bar, were greatly altered and abridged 
when he afterwards compriſed them in a lingle yo- 
Jume, tho' I muſt confeſs indeed, a large one. But 
it is, objeQed, there js, a wide difference between 
good pleading and juſt compoſition. This opinion, 
I. acknowledge, has had ſome favorers, and it may 
be true; nevertheleſs I am perſuaded (tho 1 may 
5 perhaps be miſtaken) chat, as it is poſſible a plead- 
ing may be well received by the audience, which 
has not merit enough to recommend it to the 
reader 5 {- a good oration. cannot be a bad plead- 
ing: for the oration on paper is, in truth, the 
original and model of the ſpeech that is to be pro- 
nounced. It is for this reaſon we find in many of 
the beſt orations extant, numberleſs expreſſions : 
which have the air of unpremeditated diſcourſe; and 5 
this even where we are ſure they were never {| ſpoken 
at all: as for inſtance i in the following paſſage from 
ne oration againſt Verres,— & A certain mechanic 
« —what's his name? Ob, m obliged to you 
for helping me to it: Hes, 1 mean Polycletus.” 7-00 ; 
- cannot then be denied, that the nearer approach 4 
ſpenker makes to the rules of Juſt compoſition, the 
perfect he will be in his art; always ſuppo- 
ſing howeyer, that he. has the neceſſary indulgence 
in point of time: b for if he be abridged of chat, 
no imputation can juſtly be fixed upon the adyo- 
cate, tho enein g a very. great one is is chargeable B 
8 upon 


. 
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upon the judge. The ſenſe of the laws is, I am 
ſure, on my fide, which are by no means ſparing 
of the orator's time: it is not brevity, but an en- 


larged ſcope, a full attention to every thing mate- 


rial, which they recommend. And how is it poſſi- 
ble for an advocate to acquit himſelf of that duty, 
unleſs in the moſt inſignificant cauſes, if he affects 


to be conciſe? Let me add what experience, that 
unerring guide, has taught me: it has frequently 
been my province to act both as an advocate and 
a judge, as I have often aſſiſted as an aſſeſſor, 
where J have ever found the judgments of man- 


kind are to be influenced by different applications; 


and that the ſlighteſt circumſtances often produce 
the moſt important conſequences. There is ſo vaſt 


a variety in the diſpoſitions and underſtandings of 
men, that they ſeldom agree in their: opinions 


about any one point in debate before them; or if 


they do, it is generally from the movement of dif- 


ſcrent paſſions. Beſides, as every man naturally 
favors his own diſcoveries, and when he hears an 
argument made uſe of which had before occurred to 
himſelſ, will certainly embrace it as extremely con- 
vineing, the orator therefore ſhould ſo adapt him- 
ſelf to his r ceo 28 to throw out omething' to 

Vor. 1, reve; 1 D A Bait 205 ; every 


* 7. * 


: T he Fra: _ > by ten n aſſeſſors, are of how were 5 
ſenators, and the reſt knights. With theſe he Was OP to 
conſult before he proveunced i& ſentence. 5 : 
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every one of them, that he may receive and ap- 
prove as his own peculiar thought. I remember 
when Regulus and J was concerned together in a 
cauſe, he ſaid to me, Tor ſeem to think it neceſſary 
la infiſt upon every point; whereas I always take 
aim at my adverfary's throat, and there I cloſely 
preſi bim. ('Tis true, he tenaciouſly holds what- 
ever part he has once fixed upon; but the misfor- 
tune is, he is extremely apt to miſtake the right 
place.) I anſwered, it might poſſibly happen that 
what he took for what he called the zbroat, was 
in reality ſome other part. As for me, ſaid I, 
' Who do not pretend to direct my aim with ſo much 
certainty, I attack every part, and puſh. at every 
opening; in ſhort, to uſe a vulgar proverb, I leave 
uo flone unturned. As in agriculture, it is not my 
vineyards, or my woods alone, but my fields alſo 
that' L cultivate ; and (to purſue the alluſion) as I 
do not content myſelf with ſowing g thoſe fields with 
only one kind of grain, but employ ſeveral diffe- ; 
rent ſorts; ſo in my pleadings at the bar, I ſpread 
at large a variety of matter like ſo many different 
| keeds, in order to reap from thence whatever may 
happen to hit: for the diſpoſition of your jadges 
is as precarious, and as little to be aſcertained, as 
' that of foils and ſeaſons. I remember the comic 
writer Eupolis mentions it in 1 praiſe of that carer 
lent or orator x Pericles, chat i 
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5 But 3 Pericles, ans tha richeſt v a 90 


expreſſion, and mexely by force of the conciſe or the 


rapid ſtile, or both together. (for they are extreme- 
Iy different) haye exerted that charm and that fling 


of which the poet. here ſpeaks? 5 To delight and to 


perſuade, requires time, and a great compaſs of 
5 language; and to leave A fing in the minds of his 


audience, is an effect not to be expected from an 


orator who ſlightly puſhes, bur from him, and 


him only, who, thruſts home and deep... Another 
comic 28k ſpeaking of the ſame orator, fag. 5 


His mighty words like Four's g OWN. thunder rally, 
Greece hears, and trembles to ber - ima ſeal.” e 

But it is not the conciſe and the reſerved, it js \ the 
copious, the majeſtic, and the ſubline orator, 
who with the blaze and thunder of his eloquence 
hurries impetuouſly along, and bears down all be- 
fore him. There is a juſt mean, I own, in every 
N Bos I 
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thing; but he equally deviates from that true mark, 
who falls ſhort of it, as he who goes beyond it; 
he who confines himſelf in too narrow a compaſs, 
as he who launches out with too great a latitude. 
Hence it is as common to hear our orators con- 
demned for being too barren, as too luxuriant 3 for 
not reaching, as well as for overflowing the bounds 
of their fubject Both, no doubt, are equally 
diſtant from the proper medium; but with this | 
difference however, that in the one the fault ariſes 
from an exceſs, in the other from a deficieney; 'Y 
an error which if it be not a fign of a more cor- 
rect, yet it is certainly of 4 more exalted genius. 
When I ſay this, I. would not be underſtood to 
approve that everlaſting © talker mentioned in 


Homer, but that other a deſeribed in "the follow- 
ing 8 SORE een enn 


Th 


Frequent 0 ſoft as fall 2 winter & ſnow; 0 = 
"Mi bus 280 bis "go the ccpicus per ds . 


Not but 1 extremely admire © him © vo, of whom | 
the poet ys, e e Org a be? 
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Few were his words, but wonderfully ſtrong. 


Yet if I were to chooſe, I ſhould clearly give the 
preference to the - ſtile reſembling winter | ſnow, 
that is, to the full and diffuſive ; in ſhort; to that 


pomp of eloquence which ſeems all heavenly and 
divine. But (*tis urged) the harangue of a more 
moderate length is moſt generally admired. It is 


ſo, I confeſs: but by whom? By the indolent « on- 5 
ly ; and to fix the ſtandatd by thelazineſs and falſe f 
delicacy of theſe, would furely be the higheſt ab- 


ſurdity. Were you to conſult perſons of this caſt, 
they would tell you, not only chat ir is beſt to fa 
ülttle, but rhat it is beſt to ſay nothing, —Thus, 
my friend, I have laid before you my ſentiments 
upon this ſubject, which I ſhall readily abandon, if 
I find they are not agreeable to yours. But if you D 
ſhould diffent from me, I beg you would commu- 


nicate to me your reaſons. For tho“ ! ought to 


yield in this caſe to your more enlightened judgs 
ment, yet in a point of ſuch conſequence, I. had ra- 
ther receive my conviction from the force of argu- 7 
ment, than authority. If you ſhould, be of my 
opinion in this matter, a line or two from you in 
return, intimating your concurrence, will be ſuf- 
0 ficient to Conffm me in the Jultnefs of my ſenti⸗ 


Dz ments. 
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ments. On the contrary, if you think me mif. 
taken, I beg you would give me your objections 
at large, ' Yet has it not, think you, ſomething of 
the air of bribery, to aſk only a ſhort letter if you 
agree with me; hut enjain you the trouble of a 
very es ae if you are of a FIN rag 5 
Farewel. I's | 


1. E T T ER XXI. To Parzevvs. 5 


2 1 n very ths upon ihe Sm 85 
your judgment, ſo I do upon the good- 
7 of your eyes: not becauſe I think your diſ- 
cernment very great (for I would not make | 
vain) but becauſe I think it as good as mine: 
which, it myſt be owned, is ſaying a grrat deal 
in its favor, Jeſting apart, I like very well the 
appearance of the flaves which were purchaſed 
for me by your recommendation; 5 all that JLvwant 
Farther, is to be ſatisfied of their behavior: and 
for this I muſt depend upon their charger more A 
than their FOUBFENANCES,.; F arewel. 5 
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4 Mat preſent. "WD in 1 (and have 
been ſo a conſiderable time) under the moſt 
. alarming apprehenſions, | 1 Ta Ariſto,, whom | 
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infinitely love and eſteem, is fallen into a dange- 
rous and obſtinate illneſs, which deeply affects me. 
Virtue, knowledge, and good ſenſe ſhine out with 
ſo ſuperier à luſtre in this excellent man, that 


, learning herſelf, and every valuable endowmenr, 


ſeems involved in the danger of his ſingle perſon. 


How conſummate is his knowledge both in the 


political and civil laws of his country | How tho- 


roughly converſant is he in every branch of hiſ. 
tory and antiquity ! There is ns article of ſcience, 
in ſhort, you would with to be informed of, in 


which he is not ſkilled. As for my own part, when- 


ever I would acquaint myſelf with any abſtruſe - 

point of literature, I have recourſe to him, as to one 
who ſupplies me with its moſt hidden treaſures. 
What an amiable fincerity, what a noble - dignity 


is there in his converſation ! "How humble, yet 


how graceful i is his diffidence ! Tho che conceives 
at once every point in debate, yet he is as flow to 
decide, as he is quick to apprehend, calmly and 
deliberately weighing every oppoſite reaſon that i is 
offered, and tracing it, with a maſt judicious pe- 
netration, from its ſource through all its remoteſt 
conſequences. His diet is frugal, his dreſs plain; 


and whenever I enter his chamber, and view 
him upon his couch, 1 conſider the ſcene before 


me as a true image of antient ſimplicity, to which 
ais dee mind reflects wk noble ornament. "A 


$ D 4 „ 
ee 


He places no part of his happineſs in oſtentation, 


but refers the whole of it to conſcience; and ſeeks 
the reward of his virtue, not in the clamorous 
applauſes of the world, but in the ſilent fatisfac- 


tion which reſults from having acted well. In ſhort, 


you will not eaſily find his equal even among our 


e profeſſion. He frequents not the 


places of public diſputations , nor idly. amuſes 
_ himſelf and others with vain and endleſs. contro- 


verſies. His nobler talents are exerted to more 


uſeful purpoſes ; ; in-the ſcenes of civil and active 
life. Many has he aſſiſted with his intereſt, till 
more with his advice! But tho' he dedicates his 


time to the affairs of the world, he regulates his 
| conduct by the precepts of the philoſophers; and 
in the practice of temperance, piety, juſtice and 
fortitude he has no ſuperior, It is aſtoniſhing 
with what patience he bears his illneſs ; how he 
ſtrug ggles with pain, endures thirſt, and quietly : ſub- 
mits to the troubleſome regimen neceſſary in a 
raging fever. He lately called me, and a few more 


of his particular friends, to his bed- ſide, and begged 
ye would aſk his phyſicians what turn they ap- 


prehended his diſtemper would take: that if they 
pronounced it incurable, he might voluntarily put 


an end to his life; but if there were hopes of a 


recovery, . 


-*. The philoſophers: uſed to hold their diſputation in the 


. Ae and anon, being * of moſt N 5 or 


king, Ke. 
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recovery, however . and difficult, he might 


wait the event with patience; for ſo much, he 
thopght, was due to the tears and intreaties of his 


wife and daughter, and to the affectionate inter: 


ceſſion of his friends, as not voluntarily to aban- 


don our hopes, if in truth they were not entirely 
deſperate. A reſolution this, in my eſtimation, 


truly heroical, and worthy of the higheſt applauſe. 
Inſtances are frequent enough in the world, of 
ruſhing into the arms of death without reflection, 
and by a ſort of blind impulſe: but calmly and 


deliberately to weigh the reaſons for life or death, 
and to be determined in our choice as either ſide 
of the ſcale prevails, is the mark of an uncommon 


and great mind *. We have had the ſatisfaction of 


the opinion of his Py ſictans 1 in his Andes and may 


hea- 


. » The 3 lawfuloefs of ene was a a6Qriie by 
no means auiverſally received in the antient pagan world; many 
of the moſt conſiderable names, both Greek and Roman, hav- 


ing expreſsly declared againſt that praRtice, Pythagoras, So- 


crates, Plato, Tully, have condemned 1 it: even Brutus himſelf, 


_ tho! he fell by his own: hands, yet in his cooler and philoſophi- 
cal hours, wrote a | treatiſe wherein he highly condemned Ca- 


to, as being guilty of an act both of impiety and cowardice in 
deſtroying himſelf. The judicious Virgil is alſo in the ſame 
ſentiments, and repreſents ſuch 11 perſons as in a ſtat | 
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38 THE LETTERS Bool J. 
heaven give ſucceſs to their art, and free me from 
this-reſtleſs anxiety! If that ſhould happily be the 
event, 1 ſhall immediately return to my favorite 
Laurentinum, or in other words, to my books 
and ſtudious retirement. At preſent, ſo much of 
my time and thoughts is employed in attendance 
upon my friend, and in my apprehenſions for him, 

that J have neither leiſure nor inclination for ſub: 
jects of literature. Thus have I informed you of 
my fears, my wiſhes, and my intentions. Com- 
municate to me, in your turn, but in a gayer ſtile, 
an account not only of what you are and have been 
doing, but even of your future deſigns. It will be 
a very ſenſible conſolation to me in this perplexity 
of mind, to be aſſured that TR. is fond F arewel. 


* E. T * E K XXII. | 7 0 Pouyrs F ar co. 


O U deſire my opinion whether you can with 
| 42 decency act as an advocate during your * Tri- 
brane? But before I determine that queſtion, 1 
muſt know what are your ſentiments of that of- 
fice; whether you look upon it as a mere ſhadow 


Then crowds ſucceed, who a of breath, 
Themſelves anticipate the doom of death; 
Tho? free from guilt, they caſt their lives away, 
And fad and ſullen hate the golden dax. 
Oh! with what; joy the Lee be now wou d bear 
Paid, toil, and woe, to breathe the vital air. | Fir. | 
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of honor, and an empty title, or as a ſacred and 


inviolable function, the exereiſe of which as no 


power can ſuſpend, ſo neither ought the perſon him- 
ſelf who is inveſted with it? When 1 was myſelf 


in that poſt (poſſibly I might be miſtaken in ſup- 


poſing I was become of any importance, however 


upon the ſuppoſition that I really was) J entirely 


quitted the bar. I thought it unbecoming a ma- 
giſtrate, who, upon all occaſions, had a right of pre- 
cedency, and 1 n whoſe preſence every body is ob- 


liged to riſe, to be ſeen ſtanding, while all about 


him were ſeated: That he who has authority to 


impoſe ſilence on any man, ſhould himſelf be di- 


rected when to be ſilent: that he, whom it is held 
impious to interrupt, ſhould be expoſed to the 
ſcurrilous liberties of bar orators; which to cha- 


ſtize, would be thought a fort of inſolence of office, 
and yet it would be weakneſs to overlook. I 
conſidered farther, the great difficulty I ſnould be 
under if either ſide ſhould happen to appeal to me : 
as Tribune, whether to interpoſe my authority, or 
by a kind of reſignation of it, to have acted in my 
private capacity. For theſe reaſons I rather choſe | 

to be the tribune of all, than the advocate of a few. 


* ; 


* 


As their characters were held facred, it was eſteemed the 


| higheſt act of impi e to offer them any . % or o Mord! * 
e N 


n they were (peaking. 
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But with reſpect to you, (I repeat it again) the 


this office, and under what character you would 
chooſe to appear; remembering always, that a 


be is e * 1 580 : 
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it upon reaſonable terms: a circumſtance which 


a reflection upon the purchaſer's judgment. There 
are ſeveral circumſtances attending this little villa, 


to amuſe, but not employ him. To a man of 


if he has but a ſmall ſpot to relieve the mind and 
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whole depends upon what your fentiments are-of 


wiſe man will take upon himſelf fuch RF to which 


TY. friend and, pad Ties 1 an meli 
nation to purchaſe. a ſmall farm, of which, 
as 812 am informed, an acquaintance of yours intends 
to diſpoſe. I beg you would endeavor he may have 


will add to his ſatisfaction in obtaining it. A dear 
5 Jain is always diſagreeable, particularly, as it is 


which (ſuppoſing my friend has no objection to the 
price) are extremely ſuitable to his taſte: the con- 
venient diſtance from Rome, the goodneſs. of the 
roads, the ſmallneſs of the building, and the very 
few acres of land around it, which is juſt enough 


the ſtudious turn that Tranquillus is, it is ſufficient 


divert the eye, where he may ſaunter round his 
5 | * NS grounds, 
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grounds, traverſe his ſingle walk, grow familiar 


with his two or three vines, and count his little 


plantations. I mention theſe particulars, to let : 


you ſee how much he will be obliged to me, as I 


ſhall to you, if you can help him to the purchaſe 


of this little Box, ſo agreeable to his taſte, upon 


terms of which he ſhall have no occaſion to repent. 
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 OME: has not for many years. beheld A 
more magnificent and ſolemn ſpectacle, than | 


8 lately exhibited in the public funeral of chat 


great man, che illuſtrious and * fortunate Vir- 
be e 


2 « The a antients Gan to Kane oa 8 2 a 8 20 of 5 


merit in the perſon Who was thus diſtinguiſned. Cicero (to 


borrow the obſervation of the excellent Mr. Addiſon) recom- 
mended Pompey to the Romans for their general upon three ac- 


counts, as he was.a man of courage, conduct, and good fortune; 
and not only Sylla the dictator, but ſeveral of the Roman empe· 
Tors, as is ſtill tobe ſeen upon their medals, ng * 
gave themſelves that of, * , Or fortunate, 8 
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ginius Rufus. He lived thirty years in the full en- 
joyment of the higheſt reputation; and as he had 


the ſatisfaction to ſee his actions celebrated by poets, . 


and recorded by hiſtorians, he ſeems even to have 
anticipated his fame with poſterity, He was thrice 
© raiſed to the dignity of Conſul, that he who" re. 
| fuſed to be the firſt of princes, might at leaſt be 
dhe higheſt of ſubjects, As he eſcaped the reſent. 
ment of thoſe emperors to whom his virtues had 
given umbrage and even rendered him odious, 
and ended his days when this beſt of princes, 
this friend of mankind, was in quiet poſſeſſion 
of the empire, it ſeems as if providence had pur: 


t * ” vp 
* 1 3 | 


d At the time of the general defection from Nero, What 0 
us was at the head of a very powerful army in Germany, which 
had preſſed him, and even attempted te foree him to accept the 
title of emperor. But he conſtantly refuſed it: adding, that he 
would not even ſuffer it to be given to any perſon but whom the 
ſenite ſhould elect. With this army he marched againſt Vin- 
dex, who had put himſelf at the beak os 100,000 Gauls. Hay- 
ing come up with him, he gave him battle, in which Vindes 
Was lain, and his forces entirely defeated. After this victory. 
when Nero's death was known in the ariny, the foldiers re- 
newed their application to:Virginius to accept the imperial dig- 
nity ; and tho' one of the tribunes ruſhed into his tent, and threa- 
tend that he ſhould either receive the empire, or his feword thri 
Vi, body, he reſolutely perſiſted in his former ſentiments. But 
as ſoon as the news of Nero's death was confirmed, and that 
the ſenate had declared for Galba, ke prevailed with the army, 
though with much difficulty, to de ſo too. Plutarch, in 
The juſtneſs of this glorious title, 8 F nan blind. 

which our author here gives to Nerva, is confirmed by the con- 
curient teſtimony of all the hiſtorians of theſe times. That 
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polely preſerved: him to theſe times, that he might 
receive the honor of a public funeral. He arrived, 


in full tranquillity and univerſally revered, to the 
84th year of his age, having enjoyed an vainter- 


ice rupted ſtate of health during his whole life, ex- 
re- cepting only a paralytic diſorder in his hands, 
be which however was attended with no pain. His 
nt- laſt ſickneſs, indeed, was ſevere and tedious; but 
1ad even the accident that occaſioned it, added to his 
us, glory. As he was preparing to return his public 
des, acknowledgments to the emperor, who had raiſed 
ion him to the conſulſhip, a large volume which he 
ur- accidentally received at that time, too weighty for 
ſely a feeble old man, flipp'd out of kis hands. In 
TT haſtily endeavoring to recover it, the pavement 
Fi being extremely Hippery, he fell down and broke 
8 his thigh-bone Which fracture, as it was, un 
a the ſkilfully fer at firſt, and having beſides the infir- 
or mities of age to contend with, could never bg 
55 brought to unite again. The funeral obſcquies paid 
ory, 

. to the memory of this great man, have done ho» 
FEE: nor to the emperor, to the preſent, age, and even 
n © eloquence herſelf. The conſul Cornelius Tacitus 
1——— ĩͤ - 
mp, | - SEE „ | 
* an excellent emperor's ſhort reign ſeems indeed to hw been one 
1 ind, | eaſed ay inen of dad de Catefaction of be netiongy | and 
con- y himſelt, he had the tatis faction o ing conſcious 
T hat 


he had not committed a * act mT could mY N uren 185 
to any man. . J. * 5 PRE. 
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pronounced his funeral oration: for the ſeries 
of his felicities was crowned by the applauſe of 
the moſt eloquent of orators. He died full of 
years and of glory, as illuſtrious by the honors he 
refuſed, as by thoſe he accepted. Still however, 
he will be miſſed and lamented by the world, as 
the bright model of a better age; eſpecially by 
_ myſelf, who not only admired him as 2 patriot, 


but loved him as a friend. We were not only na- 


tives of rhe fame province, and of neighboring 
towns, but our eſtates were contiguous. Beſides theſe 
accidental connections with him, he was alſo left 


guardian to me; and indeed he treated me with 


the affection of a parent. Whenever I offered my- 
ſelf a candidate for any employment, he conſtant- 
ty ſupported me with his intereſt; as in all the 


Honors I have obtained, tho he: had long ſince | 
renounced all offices of this nature, he would 


: kindly give up "the repoſe of his retirement, and 

come in perſon to ſolicit for me. At the time when 
it is cuſtomary for the prieſts ts nominate ſuch 
as they judge worthy to be received into their fa- 
cred' office; he conſtantly propoſed me. Even in 
his Laſt ſickneſs I receivett a diſtinguiſhing? mark 
ol 
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4. Sylla, conſiſted of fifteen, Who were a perſons of the Grit | 


« diſtinction in Rome: it was a prieſthood for life, of a charac- 


& ter indelible, which. no crime or forfeiture could efface; it 
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of his affection: being apprehenſive he might be 
named one of the five commiſſioners appointed 
by the ſenate to reduce the public expences, he 


fixed upon me, young as I am, to carry his ex- 


cuſes, in preference to ſo many other friends of ſu- 
perior age and dignity; and in a very obliging 
manner aſſured me, that had he a ſon of his own, 


he would nevertheleſs have employed me in that 


office. Have I not ſufficient cauſe then to lament 
his death, as if it were immature, and thus pour 
out the fulneſs of my grief in the boſom of my 


friend? if indeed it be eaſsnable to grieve at all 


upon this occaſion, or to eſteem that event death, , 
which to ſucſh 4 man, is rather to be looked upon as 
the period of his mortality than the end of his life. 
He lives, my friend, and will continue to live for 
ever; and his fame will ſpread farther, and be 
more celebrated by mankind, now that he is re- 
moved from their ſight 1 had many other 
things to write to you, but my mind is ſo entire - 
ly taken up with this ſubject, that I cannot cal! 
it off to any other. Virginius is conſtantly in my 
thoughts; the vain but lively impreffions of him 
are config ü before my oo,” and yi Af for ever 
Eo | T c E 1 51 : F TK fondly 
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fondly imagining that I hear him, converſe with 

him, and embrace him. There are, perhaps, and 
poſſibly hereafter will be, ſome few who may rival 

him in virtue; but not one, I am perſuaded, * 
will ever ee him in e Farewell. 


rr rr R H. To Pavimus. | 


HETHER I have reaſon for m my rage, 

is not quite ſo clear; however wonderous 
angry I am. But love, you know, will ſometimes 
be irrational; as it is often ungovernable, and 
ever jealous. The occaſion, of this my foxmida- 
ble wrath is great, you muſt allow, were it but 
juſt: yet taking it for granted that there is 8 
much truth, as weight in it, I am moſt vehement 
ly enraged at your long ſilence. Would you ſoften 
my reſentment ? Lev your letters for the-future, be 
very frequent; and very long; I ſhall, excuſe, you 


upon no other terms; and as abſence from Rome, 


or engagement in buſimeſß, is, a plea I can hy no 
means admit; ſo that of il} health, che Gods, 1 
hope, will not ſuffer you c alledge.. As. for my- 
elf, I am enjoying at my villa the alternate 
ures of ſtudy and indolenee; thoſe happy privi- 
gra of deine leiſure! F are wel. 
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LETTER In. To Nepos. 


E had de a Maa accounts 
of Iſeus, before his arrival here; but he 
poſſeſſes the utmoſt facility and copiouſneſs of ex- 
prefſion, and his ubpremeditated diſcourſes have 
all the propriety and elegance of the moſt ſtudied 
and elaborate compoſition. He ſpeaks the Greek 
language, or rather the genuine Attic. His ex- 
ordiums are polite, eaſy, and harmonious; and, 
when ocraſion requires, ſolemn and majeſtic. -He 
gives his audience hberty to call for any queſtion 
| they pleaſe, ' and ſometimes even to name what 
ſide of it he ſhall take; when immediately he 
riſes. up in all the graceful attitude of an orator, 
and enters at once into his ſubject with ſurprizing 
fluency. His tefleQions are ſolid; and cloathed in 
the choiceſt expteſñons, which preſent themſelves 
to him with the-urineſt facility. The eaſe and 
ſtrength of his moſt unprepared diſcourſes, plainly 
diſcovers he has been very converſant in the beſt 
authors, and much accuſtomed to comp oſe him- 
ſelf. He opens his ſubject with great propriety; 


his ſtile is clear, his reaſoning ſtrong, his inferences 


juſt, and his figures graceful and ſublime. In a 


word, he at once inſtructs, entertains, and affects 
+ bs © oh 2 you, 
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you, and each in ſo high a degree, that you are 
at a loſs to determine in which of thoſe talents he 
moſt excells. His arguments are formed in all 
the ſtrength and conciſeneſs of the ſtricteſt logic: 


a point not very eaſy to attain even in ſtudied 


compoſitions. | His memory is ſo extraordinary, 
that he will repeat what he has before ſpoke' ex- 


tempore, without loſing a ſingle word. This won- 


derful faculty he has acquired by great application 
and practice; for his whole time is fo devoted to 
ſubjects of this nature, that he thinks and talks of 
nothing elſe. Tho? he is above ſixty- three years 
of age, he ſtill chooſes to continue in this pro- 
feflion; than which, it muſt be own'd, none 
abounds with men of more Worth, ſimplicity and 


integrity. We who are converſant in the real 


contentions of the bar, unavoidably contract a cer. 
tain artfulneſs, however contrary to our natural 
tempers: But the buſineſs of the ſchools, as it 


turns merely upon matters of imagination, affords 


an employment as innocent, as it is agreeable; 
and it muſt, methinks, be particularly ſo to thoſe 
who are advanced in years; as nothing can be 


more deſirable at that period of life, than to enjoy 


thoſe reaſonable pleaſures, which are the moſt 
pleaſing entertainments of our youth. I Jook 
therefore upon Iſeus, not only as the moſt elo- 
quent, but the moſt happy of men; as I ſhall eſteem 
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you the moſt inſenſible, if you appear to light 
his acquaintance. Let me prevail with you then 
to come to Rome, if not upon my account, or 
any other, at leaſt for the pleaſure of hearing this 
extraordinary perſon. No you remember to have 
read of à certain inhabitant of the city of Cadiz, 
who was fo ſtruck" with the illuſtrious character of 
Livy, that he travelled to Rome on purpoſe to 
ſee that great genius: and, as ſoon as he had ſa- 
tified his curiofity, returned home again? A 
man muſt have a very inelegant, illiterate, and 
indolent (I had almoſt ſaid a very mean) turn of 
minds, not to think whatever relates to a ſcience 
ſo entertaining, ſo noble and ſo polite, worthy of 
his curioſity. Tou will teil me, perhaps, os 
have authors in your on ſtudy, equally eloquent. 
I allow it; and thoſe: authors you may turn over 
at any time, but you cannot always have an op- 
portunity of hearing Iſeus. Beſides, we are infi- 
nitely more affected with what we hear, than what 
we read.“ There is ſomething in the voice, the 
countenance, the * habit, and the un of the 
po * 4 aki: ſpeaker, | 
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a The ancients ee e thing that LEGS an ora- 
tor, worthy of their attention, even to his very 4er. Ovid 


mentions the habit, as well as the air n alen 01 nne 
As expreſſive of his eloquence: 
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ſpeaker, that concur in fixing an impreſſion upon 
the mind, and gives this method of inſtruction 
greatly che advantage of any ching one can receive 
from books: This at leaſt was the opinion of A. 
chines, who having read to the Rhodians a ſpeech 
of Demoſthenes, which they loudly applauded; 
but bow, ſaid he, tvould you baue been -affetttd, 
end yen hears the brator bimſelf thundering/ out 


ibis ſublime barangue? Aſchines, if we may be- 


eve Demoſthenes, had; great dignity, of utterance; 


| her, you ſee, he could not but confeſs it would 
have been a conſiderable advantage to the oration, if 


it had been pronounced by the author himſelf, in 
all the pomp and energy of his powerful elocution. 
What I aim at by this, is, to perſuade you to 


come and hear Iſeus; and Jet me again intreat uu 


To do ſo, if for:no other reaſon, at leaſt that you 
may have the ne yew once _— him, 
| Farewel, Wali £34480) 43 34>, > 10 111 nie | 
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And the do of the dialogue: dle Sum- 59 55 1 60 far as 
to aſſign the uſe of a certain confined habit then in vogue, 


among the reaſons which gave a check to the ancient piri of 


eloquence z as the judicious Quinrilian thought it deſerving 
his pains, td lay down very preciſe rules upon the wile of 


Nerat Send. Vid, Inſt, Orat. J. 14, 3. 
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F your father had left ſeveral creditors, or in- 
deed à ſingle one except myſelf, you might 
juſtly, perhaps, ſcruple to enter upon his eſtate, 
which, with ſuch encumberances, might prove a 
burthen too heavy even for one of our ſex to un- 
dertake. But ſince, out of regard to the affinity 
that ſubſiſted between us, I was contented to 
remain the only perſon unſatisfied who had - any 
demand upon the eſtate, while other creditors,” I 
vill not {ay-more troubleſome, but certainly more 
cautibus, were paid off: and as I contributed, you 
may remember, 100,000 ſeſterces towards your 
marriage portion, over and above the ſum your 
father charged upon this eſtate for your fortune, 
which may be eſteemed my gift too, as it was to 
be paid out of a fund which was before appropria- 
ted to me—When you conſider, I fay, theſe in- 
ſtances of my friendſhip, you can want no aſſu- 
rance of my favorable diſpoſition towards you. 
In confidence of which, you ſhould not ſcruple to 
enter upon this inheritance, and by that means pro- 
tect che re- pres wee ene proach 


— 0 « By abe ho heir, if fide dead gen ; 

che ellate, was hable to the debts of the teſtator « or Corn 

even tho? the eſtate was not ſufficieht to pay them, 
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. ſpeaker, that, concur in fixing an impreſſion upon 
the mind, | and | gives this method of inſtruction 
greatly che advantage of any ching one can receive 
from books: This at leaſt was the opinion of l. 
chines, who having read to the Rhodians a ſpeech 
of Demoſthenes, which they loudly applauded; 
but bow, ſaid he, tvould: you hive: been aſſected, 
bud you bears the o ratur bimſelf thundering ou 
ibis ſublime barangue.? AEſchines, if we may be- 
lie ve. Demoſthenes, had great dignity. of utterance; | 
yet, you'-ſee; he could not but confeſs it would 
have been a conſiderable advantage ta the oration, if 
it had been pronounced by che author hiemſelff in 
all the pomp and energy of his powerful elocution, 
What I aim at by this, is, to perſuade you to 
come and hear Iſeus; and Jet me again intreat you 
to do ſo, if for: no other reaſon, at leaſt that o 
may have the pleaſure to lay you once hear d him, 
ÞParewol, ow. © 109 2090 e 
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| Fre yet he ſpeaks, the orator is feen | 
In all the eloquence of garb and mi. 
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And the author of the dialogue % Orat. 39. goes ſo far as 
to aſſign the uſe of a certain confined habit then in vogue, 
among the reaſons which gave a check to the ancient ſpirit of 
eloquence; as the judicious Quinrilian thought it deſerving 
his pains, td lay down very preciſe rules upon the article of 

mis orator's garments, Vid. Inſt. Orat. I. 11. 3. 5 
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TE your fuher had left *! 8 or in- 
. deed a ſingle one except, myſelf, you might 


juſtly, perhaps, ſcruple * to enter upon his eſtare, 
| which, with ſuch encumberances, might prove a 


burthen too heavy even for one of our ſex 10 un- 
dertake. But ſince, out of regard to the affinity 
that ſubſiſted between us, I was contented to 
remain the only perſon unſatisfied who- had any 
demand upon the eſtate, while other creditors,” I 
will not {ay-more troubleſome, but certainly more 
cautious, were paid off: and as 1 contributed, you 
may remember, 100,000 ſeſterces towards your 
marriage portion, over and above the ſum your 
father charged upon this eſtate for your fortune, 
which may be eſteemed my gift too, as it was o 
be paid out of a fund which was before appropria - 
ted to me — When you conſider, I ſay, theſe in 
ſtances of my friendſhip, you can want no aſſu- 
rance of my favorable diſpoſition towards yon. 
In confidence of which, you ſhould not ſcruple to 
enter upon this inheritance, and by that means pro- 
1 we oy of on ſaver m the reproach 


n By the Wann * helr, if he ales: upon 
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of his dying inſolvent. But that I may give you a 
more ſubſtantial encouragement to do ſo, than mere 
words, I entirely acquit you of the debt which he 
owed me. Do not ſcruple to receive this preſeht 
at my hands, upon the ſuppoſition that J can ill 
Spare ſo large a ſum. It is true; my fortune is but 
moderate: the expences which my ſtation in the 
world requires are confiderable; while the yeatly 
income of my eftate, from the nature and circum- 
ſtances of it, is as uncertain as it is ſmall; yet 
what I want in wealth, I make up by-eeconomy, 
the ſureſt ſource that ſupplies my bounty. I 
muſt be cautious, no doubt, not to exhauſt it by 
too much profuſion; but it is a caution Which 
mall obſerve towards others: with reſpect to 
vourſelf, reaſon, I am ſure, will juſtify my libe⸗ 
ality, tho' it mould exceed wy” uſual bounds, 
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1 Send you at lalt the piece Re avon kn 
defired; and which I have as frequently pro- 
miſed: but 1 it is part of it only; the remainder I 
am {ty} poliſhing: © In the mean While, I thought 
there would be no impropriety in laying before 
you ſuch parts as were moſt correct. », I beg you 
would read | it with the fame e cloſe atrehHjon, that 1 
| — urote 


te 


ſeverity, and obtain indul 
ings. J have, indeed: endeavored to gain my readers 
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wrote it; for 1 never was: engaged 3 in any work 


that required ſo much. In my other ſpeeches, my 


diligence and integrity only were concerned; in 
this, I had to manifeſt my patriotiſm.” But while 
1 dwelt with pleaſure upon the honor of my native 


country, and endeavored not only to ſupport its : 


rights, but heighten its glory; my oration ſwelled 
inſenſibly. However I beg you would abridge 
it, even in thoſe favorite topics, wherever you 
find reaſon to do ſoz. for when I conſider the great 


delicacy. of my readers, I am. ſenſible the ſureſt re- 
commendation I can have to their favor, is by the 
ſnortneſs of the trouble I give them. But at the 


| ſame time that I abandon my performance to your 


utmoſt ſeverity in this inſtance, I muſt »aſk quar- 


ter for it in ſome others. Some conſideration 


ought to be had to the taſte of young people, eſpe- 9 
cially where the ſubject admits of it. In view to 
this, J have given myſelf a latitude in the deſcrip- 


tions of places, which occur frequently in this per- 
formance; and have taken the liberty to treat them 

not only hiſtorically, but poetically. If any auſtere 
critic ſhould take offence at this, and think it too 


florid for the gravity of this ſort of compoſitions; 
the other parts of the oration will, I truſt, ſatisfy his 
ence for theſe gayer color- 


by adapting my ſtile to their different turns. And 
)7//ö b cd I 
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diſpleaſe particular perſons, as not falling in with 


or any other part of a ſtatue, tho“ you could not 
determine what proportion it bore to the entire 
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ho I am afraid there are ſome paſſages that wil 


their peculiar taſte; yer, upon rhe whole, its variety, 


I imagine, will recommend it in general: as at an 
elegant entertain nent; tho? we do not, perhaps, taſte 
of every diſh, yet we admire the general diſpoſition 
aof the whole; and if we happen to meet with ſome- - 
thing not to our palate; we are not the leſs pleaſed 
However with what ig. I am not ſo vain as to pre- 
rend l have actually furniſhed out ſuch an entertain- 


ment; 1-would be only underſtood to mean that | 


have attempted to do fo. And poſſibly my at- 
iempt may not prove altogether fruitleſs, if you will 
kxerciſe your ſkill upon what Ino ſend you, and 
mall hereafter: ſend. Tou will tell me, I know, 
chat you can form no certain judgment till you ſee 
the whole. There is ſome truth in this, I confeſs: 

| kvwever; for. the-preſent you may acquaint your- | 
ſelf with this detached part, wherein you will find 
ſome things, perhaps, that will bear a ſeparate 


exammation. If you were to be ſhewn the head, 


figure, yet you would be able to judge of the elegan- 


cy of that particular member. From what other 
: Pept is it that ſpecimens of | 
about, but that it is ſuppoſed the 
tirglar prone may be ſeen, without taking a view of 


pooks.are handed 
beauties of par- 


the 


2 


Z Farewel. 
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the whole? The pleaſure I receive in canverſing 
with you has carried me, I perceive, a. greater 
length than I intended. But I ſtop here; for it is 
not reaſonable that I, who am for ſetting baunds 
even to A . ſhould nog none to a Rs 


LE ow R VI. To Avires. | 


- # 


Jo woods be a hw Roby, and OY no „ gross 


importance, were I to tell you by what acci- 
dent I (who am not very fond of ſuch parties) 


ſupped lately with a perſon, who in his own opinion 
treated us with much ſplendor and ceconomy ; but 


according to mine, in a fordid, yet expenſive man- 


ner. Some very elegant diſhes were ſerved up to 
himſelf and a few more of the compa. 
which were placed before the reſt were extremely 


mean. There were in ſmall quantities, three different 


ſorts of wine; but you are not to ſuppoſe it was, 


that the gueſts might take their choice: on the con- 
trary, that they might not chooſe at all. The beſt 
was for himſelf and his friends of the firſt rank ; 


the next for thoſe of a lower order, (for, you muſt 


know, he meaſures out his friendſhip according to 


the degrees of quality) and the third for his 
own and his, gueſts freed-:men. One who ſat har 


me me took notice: of this, and aſked me how I 
Ee oor ³ 8 ap- 


y While thoſe 


78 THE LETTERS BUD 
approved of it? Not at all, I told him. Pray 
then, ſaid he, what is your method on ſuch 
occaſions? Mine, I -returned,-is to give all my 
company an equal reception; for when I make an 
invitation, it is in order to entertain, not diſtin- 
_ gviſh, my company: I ſet every man upon a level 
with myſelf when I admit him to my table, not 
_ excepting even my freed-men, whom I look upon 
at thoſe times to be my gueſts, as much as any of 
the others. At this he expreſſed ſome ſurprize, ; 
and aſked me, if I did: not find it a very ex- 
penſive method? I aſſured him, not at all; and 
that the whole ſecret lay, in being contented to 
drink no better wine myſelf than I gave to them. 
And certainly if a man is wiſe enough to moderate 
his own luxury, he will not find it ſo very charge- 
able a thing to entertain all his viſitors in general, 
as he does himſelf. Reſtrain the delicacy of your 
own palate within proper bounds; if you would be 
an c conomiſt in good earneſt. You will find tem- 
perance a much better method of ſaving expences, 
than ſuch reproachful diſtinctions. It were pity 
a young man of your excellent diſpoſition ſhould be 
impoſed upon by the immoderate luxury which 
prevails at ſome tables, under the notion of fru- 
gality. And whenever any f6lly of this nature falls 
within my obſer vation, I ſhall, in conſequence of 
that affection I bear you, point it out to you as an 
2 . EX 
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Book Mi IHN 76 
example which you ought to ſhun. Remember 
therefore, nothing is more to be avoided than this 
modern conjunction of luxury and ſordidneſs; 
qualities extremely odious when exiſting in diſtinct 
characters, but much more ſo where they meet 


vx together 1 in the ſame 120 Ne F arewel 


1 E T T E R VII. To Maen mus. 5 


H E beats decreed yeſterday, at the re- 
commendation of the emperor, a trium- 
Val ſtatue to Veſtricius Spurinna: not as to many 
others who never ſaw a field of battle, or heard the - 
ſound of a trumpet, unleſs at a ſhew ; but as to one 
who by his martial virtues has juſtly merited that 
honor. Spurinna by the power of his arms '; 
ſtored the king of the * Bructeri to his throne ; and 


this by a victory of all others the moſt noble, 


for he ſtruck ſuch, a terror into that warlike 6 
people, that they ſubmitted, at. the very firſt 
view of his troops. But at the ſame time that 


the ſenate rewarded him as a hero, they conſidered 7 
him as a father; and as a conſolation to him 
for the loſs of his ſon Cottius, who died during 
his abſence upon that expedition, they voted likes | 
viſe a a ſtatue to that excellent youth. A very un- 


uſual 


A people of Germany, fo poſed to iti inhabited the 


country about Rees and Emerick, i in the g of n ED 


— 


do THE LETTERS Hock 1. 


uſual honor for one of his early years; but the 
ſervices of the father well deſerved it; and fa ſevere 
a wound required an extraordinary application. 


Indeed Cottius himſelf gave ſo remarkable a ſpe- 
dimen of the nobleſt qualities, that it is but rea- 


ſonable his life, which had ſo ſhort a period, ſhould 


be extended, as it were, by this kind of immorta- 


lity. The purity of his manners, and the gravity 


of his behaviour created him ſuch reſpect, that he 
well deſerves to equal thoſe venerable perfons in 


honor, whom he rivaled in virtue: an honor, if] 


| miſtake not, conferred not only in memory of the 


deceaſed youth, and in conſolation to the ſurviving 
father, but for the ſake of public example. The 
young men of this age will be hence encouraged 


to cultivate every worthy principle, when they 


fee ſuch diſtinguiſhing rewards beſtowed upon 


one of their own years: at the fame time that 


men of quality will rejoice in having a nume- 


rous iſſue, while they may expect the ſatisfaction 


of leaving a worthy race behind, if their children 
ſurvive dem; or fo glorious a conſolation, if 
they furvive their children. For the fake of 
the public therefore, I am glad that a ſtatue i Is 
decreed to Cottius: and fo indeed J am upon 
my own; for I loved this accompliſhed youth 


as ardentiy, as I now tenderly regret him. It will 


be a great bauten; te me to 1. this figure every 


5 now 
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Book IT. OF. PLINY, "0" 
now and then as J paſs by, and to ſtop ſome- 
times to contemplate it. If there is pleaſure in 
looking upon the pictures of departed friends in 
our own” houſe, how much more thoſe public re- 
preſentations of them, which are not only memo- 


rials of their air and countenance, but of their 
glory ana honor ? Farewel. 


LE TTER VIII. 7 Canis. 


OW is my friend employed? Is it in the 
pleaſures of ſtudy, or in thoſe of the field? 
Or does he unite * both together, as he well may, 
on the banks of our favorite Larius? The fiſh 
in that noble lake will ſupply you with ſport of 
that kind; as the woods that ſurround it will 
afford you game; while the ſolemnity of that 
ſequeſtered ſcene will at the fame time diſpoſe 
your mind to contemplation. Whether you are 
entertained with all, or any of theſe agreeable 
amuſements, far be it that I ſhould ſay I envy 
you; but I muſt confeſs, I greatly regret that I 
cannot partake of them too; a happineſs I as ear- 
neſtly long for, as a man in a fever does for drink 
to allay his thirſt, or baths and ound to 
Vor. I. e ad on . _ 


. B. l. Beth G. in Wee 5 | 
„Nom called Lago di gens, in che Milaneze Comuni, | 


the place where Pliny was born, and near to which Caninius | 
had N houls; was ſituated oy the * of this lake. 


8 THE LEiEFTERS Rodi. 
aſſuage his heat. Shall I never break looſe. (if I 
may not diſentangle myſelf) from theſe ties that 
thus cloſely with-hold me? I doubt indeed, 
never; for new affairs are daily increaſing, while 
yet the former remain unfiniſhed : ſuch an endleſs 
train of buſineſs riſes upon me, and rivets my 
chains ſtill faſter! Farewel. 


L ET TER e 4 To | APOLLINARIS. 


] AM extremely anxious for the ſucceſs of 
the petition, which Euritius has preferred to 

the ſenate; and I feel for my friend, what I never 

felt for myſelf. My credit and character are, in- 
deed, in ſome meaſure at ſtake. I obtained for 
him of Cæſar the honor of wearing the * Laticlave, 
and the office of Quæſtor; z, as it was by my in- 
tereſt that he was indulged with. the privilege of 
petitioning, for the Tribunate ; which if the ſenate 
ſhould refuſe, him, I am afraid it will be thought 
© impoſed upon the emperor. I muſt therefore, in 
| ſupport of my own character, endeayor, 1 that the | 


judgment of the public may confirm the opinion 
which Cæſar has conceived of him, by my re- 


Pręſen. A 


ov The tauche was ſome honorable dittinQion — lk in 
the times of the republic, to the ſenators ; but whether a par- 
_ ticular ſort of garment, or only an ornament” upon it, the 
. critics are not agreed. Tho' the more general opinion is, that 
it was a broad ftripe of purple, ſewed upon the fore part of theix ; 
tunic, and ran round * middle of the breaſt. Nn 6 bac 
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preſentation. But if I were not obliged for theſe. 
reaſons to intereſt myſelf in the ſucceſs of Euri- 
tius, yet his probity, good ſenſe, and learning, 
would incline me to aſſiſt him with my utmoſt 
power; as indeed, he and his whole family are 
deſerving of the higheſt applauſe. His father, 
Euritius Clarus, is à man of ſtrict honor and an- 
tient ſimplicity of manners; an able, eloquent, 5 
and experienced advocate, and defends every cauſe k 
he undertakes, with a courage and integrity equal 
to his great modeſty. Septitius, his uncle, is 
one of te moſt! plain, open, ſincere; and candid 
men Jever knew. There is a friendly contention 
amongſt them who ſhall ſhew me moſt affection; | 
which I am perſuaded they all give me in an 
equal degree. I have now an opportunity of 
obliging the whole family, in the ſingle perſon of 
Euritius; for which purpoſe, I warmly ſolicit all my 
friends, go about to every place of public reſort, 
and, in a word, exert my whole power and credit 
to ſerve him. I muſt beg of you likewiſe to 
take ſome ſnare of this trouble with me: 1 will 
return you the ſame good office whenever you 
ſhall require it, and even without your requeſt. 
As you have many friends, admirers, and depen- 
dents, it is but ſhewing yourſelf a well-wiſher to 
Euritius in this affair, and numbers * * e 
to ſecond your inclinations. N Farne 1220 


Fa 


11 * GY.» 1 i F a4 vw 10 i . 
. "= AS A > bs 2 R 4 * 4 : r 1 


; 'F2 9 "LET. 


0 2 4 — — — 2 * 2 4 * = = 12 
= — 9 2 — — 2 2 2 > _ _—_ _ —_— 
. 5 - L - — = << — N = re = — , ot rm gs Ln, _ — . Dn os = 2x — = Fw = rg .. i — = — — 2 —— — = Cn IEEE —— — — — — 
* -- — . — —— — <= — —— LE = — — — — — — ES — — === - - > SI = = = — S —— — — — — - EEE . = — ———ů (— — — —— — A — 
A = P a fx 9 . Az — — — — — = —— —_ — — — — — — 2 — — — — — > — _ _ 
PP — BIG — — — — — —— — __ —— * — — — — ——— — Y eee ne On — = — EISDSSS _— — Eran nt SIE — 0 — = — 8 IE Rn - _ _ — 
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| hold from the world ſuch- excellent compolitions.! 
How long do you intend to deny your friends the 


them D Suffer them, I. entreat you, to come 
abroad, and to be admired; as admired they un- 


guage is underſtood. The public, believe me, 


Some few poems of yours have already, contrary 
to your inelinations indeed, broke their pri- 
ſon and eſcaped to light: theſe! if you do not 
collect together, ſome perſon or other will claim 
the agreeable wanderers as their own. Re- 
: member, my friend, 5 the mortality of human 
nature, and that there 1s: nothing ſo likely to 
preſerve your name, as a monument of this kind; 
all others are as frail and periſhable, as the men 
whoſe memory they pretend to: perpetuate. You 


that. May you find many whoſe care, fidelity, 
and learning render them able and willing to 
undertake ſo conſiderable a charge! But ſurelhy it 
7 not altogether prudent. to expeſt from others, 
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© {'B are . centainls 2 moſt obſtinate, I 7250 al. 
molt ſaid, a moſt cruel man, thus, to, with- 
pleaſure of your verſes, and yourſelf the glory of 
doubtedly will be where- ever the Roman lan- 


has long and earneſtly. expected them, and you 
ought not to diſappoint or delay it any longer. 


will ſay, I ſuppoſe, as uſual, let my friends. ſe to 


What 


ers, 


chat 


Bock II. 


| agreeable. to me as the loude 


you take pleaſure, T know, in Tas of 


worthy of that auguſt aſſembly : for tho lov, 
eaſe has called 3 ou into retirement, your hearr ſtill 
retains its zeal for the | hopor of the | public. bi Ad- 
cept then the following account of w what lately paſſed 
in that venerable body : A tranſackion for ever me- 


OF LIN 25 
what a man will not do for himſelf. However, 
as to-publiſhing of them, I will preſs you no far- 


ther; be that When yon fnall think proper. But 
let me, at leaſt, prevail with you to recite them, 
that you may be more diſpoſed to ſend them 
abroad i and may recewe the ſatisfaction of that 


applauſe, which I will venture, upon very juſt 


grounds, to aſfure you of before hand. I pleaſe 

myſelf with imagining; the crowd, the admiration, 

the applauſe, and even the filence that will attend 
you: for the ſilence of an audience, when it pro- 


ceeds from an earneſt deſire of hearing, is as 


-approbation. Do 
not then, by this unreaſonable reſerve, defraud 


your labors any longer of a fruit ſo certain and 


ſo deſſrable: 2 ff you ſhould, the world, I fear, will 
be apt to charge you with careleſſneſs and Kas- 
e ory Aging, who with ch rimidity.” . 
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morable by its importance, and not only remark- 
able by the quality of the perſon concerned; but 
uſeful by the ſeverity of the example. Marius 
Priſcus, formerly Proconſul of Africa, being im- 
peached by that province, inſtead of entering upon 
his defence, petitioned that a commiſſion of ſe- 
lect judges might be appointed for his tryal. Cor- 
nelius Tacitus and myſelf, being aſſigned by 'the 
ſenate council for that province, thought it our 
duty to inform the houſe, that the crimes al- 
ledged againſt Priſcus, were of too atrocious a 
nature to fall within the cognizance of an inferior 
court: for he was charged with venality in the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, and even ſelling the lives 
of the innocent. Fronto Catius ſtood up in his fa 
vor, and moved that the whole enquiry; might be 
confined to the ſingle article of bribery; diſplay- 
ing upon this occaſion all the, force. of that pa- 
thetic eloquence he is maſter of, in order to raiſe 
the compaſſion of the ſenate, The debates grew 
warm, and the members were much divided in 
their ſentiments, Some were of opinion, thatit 


SS - $:A'S 


was a matter which did not legally « come under the 
enquiry of the ſenate : others, that the houſe was 
at liberty to proceed upon it, or not, as it ſay. 
Proper 3 : and that. the method of bringing him to 


4 e "tp ht tw be A, extr een, as his 


} at 14:1 


f ce 
* 2 * 4 / - X 5 Pt 
1 ? te 0 4 * ' 4 | + 1 
J. 0 4. ; N 9 $1925 7 3 04S + i * * 
ju 5 . « A FE, 

x 1 7 

S x 
a. * * 8 : 


— 
— 


— _-———__— po" 
— creo wn 


— 

- 

= =1] 

——— 
—_ 
—½ 
—— = 


E_- 
— eioan 


— 
— Ee en Ba nn 


— 
— = 
2 . 


ä —— 
— —— 


— 
— So em—_ 
— 8 


— 
— 


— Cn Ee Ee 


- 3 
— — — r gy _ 
—— 4 — 
. —— — 
3 EE = na 
r 8 2 — 
— — 3 . i. FE \ 
— — — As — — — 


ö 

i "IP 

es | 4 
1 
0 


. ' 
4 2 » * ry — 4 ® 4 % « , N. — * 3 1 * = DO r 7 22 Sd. * * = 4 oy Y 7 * * a yup 1 „ 1 * n & re 2 A A Þ — 2 © ous — 8 n 5 r RIES . 7 - Ky "Ll Ny Sa ttt 2 5 - s As o ** 5 * 
mY < - OILS 1 STC - ff 6 II 25. b £ 2 © — 2 0 B n 8 9 * 0 — a, 0 2 = as „* * * N rr > 85 \ — 2 < * 5 — 2 2 a o LY "i: b . P Ky * "A 2 * i C 
=, "Thaw! woke tA = Is 6. LADS SD F 3 N p — N e * BJ's : N 2 95 V 2 N 20 * * 5 « * 1 o 7 1 8 a 8 5 5 . — „ 4x, m7 A 
5 5 Er" + 3 * ME ETSY II, 5 50 3 * 4 22 2 47 . 545 230 Be . 1 ©, 2 * . 8 4 ab £ 1:00 S v 2 3 15 n n 4 — 5 n * * 1 \> <2 S £ bY CM hos a 9 FF. . in Ln 
2 3 - * ** 2 N 3 2 „ © 5 1 2 $3 N F Bt. gy RL Ib IS Wy 7 N n Sy. Eo. 3 2 E 1 . K 8 N IS 7 ! 
. , . x . w N 1 . — — _—_ Mp. 8 * . 25 n * 2 8 p] — 1 A p 


r ONE Stet rh On 


7 27> 260 RES PL InGE, 


Book Il. -OF PLINY. 97 


crimes. t laſt Julius Ferox, the conſul elect, 
a man of great worth and integrity, propoſed that 
judges ſhould be granted him proviſionally, and in 
the mean while, that thoſe perſons ſhould be pro- 
ceeded againſt, to whom it was alledged he had ſold 
innocent blood. Not only the majority of the ſe- 
nate gave into this opinion; but, after all the 
contention that had been raiſed, it was unanimouſly 
received. From whence J could not but obſerve, 

that ſentiments of compaſſion, tho? they at firſt 
operate with great violence, ſubſide at length, and 
give way to the cool dictates of reaſon and judg- 
ment: thus | It happens, that numbers will defend, 
by 3 joining in the general cry, what they would 

never calmly propoſe. by themſelves. The truth is, | 


there! is no diſcerning ; an object! in a crowd, one muſt 


take it aſide, if one would view it in its true light. 7 


Vitellius Honoratus, and F lavius Martianus, the 


perſons whotwere ordered to be ſummoned, were 
brought | before the houſe. Honoratus was 7 RS 
with having given three bundred thouſand * ſeſ- 
terces to procure : a ſentence of baniſhment againſt : a 
Roman knight, : as alſo the capital conviction of ſeven 
of his friends. Againſt Martianus it was alledged, 
that he gave ſeyen hundred thouſand * that * 

F- 4 45 Roman 4 
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Roman knight might be condemned to ſuffer vari- 
ous tortures; which was accordingly executed, and 
the unhappy man was firſt whipped, afterwards ſent 
to work in the mines, and at laſt ſtrangled in pri- 
ſon. But the death of Honoratus prevented the; Ju- 
ſtice of the ſenate upon him. Martianus however 
appeared, but without Priſcus. Tullius Cerealis, 
therefore, who had been formerly conſul, thought 
proper to move that Priſcus, agreeably to his pri- 
vilege as a ſenator, might have notice of what they 
were going upon: whether it was becauſe he 
thought his being preſent would raiſe more com- 
paſſion, or more reſentment towards him; 3 or be- 
cauſe, as I am inclined to believe, he thought! it moſt 
equitable, as the charge was againſt them both, ſo 
they ſhould both join in the defence, and be ac- 

. quitted | or condemned together. The affair was ad- 
journed to the next meeting of the ſenate, which 
Was the moſt auguſt and ſolemn I was cyer preſent 
1 emperor himſelf (for he was conſul) preſi- 
- It happened likewiſe to be the month of Ja- 
nuary *, a ſeaſon remarkable upon many accounts, 
and particularly for the great number of ſenators 
it always brings together: moreover the impor. 
tance of the cauſe, the noiſe it had made i in the 
| world, the * that had been raiſed by the 

| ſeveral 


In this month tho erer magittrares catered, ypon their 
reſpeRive oßeeg. | RR Ski 


ane + b p74 that innate 
diſpoſition in mankind to acquaint themſelves 
with every thing great and uneommon, drew the 
people together from all parts. 1 mage to yourſelf 
the concern and anxiety we, who were to ſpeak be- 
fore ſuch an awful aſſembly, and in the-preſence 
of the prince, mult feel. I have often pleaded: in 
the ſenate; as indeec there 1s no place where 
1 am more favorably. heard; yet, as if the ſeene 
had been entirely new to me, I found myſelf 
under an unuſual fear upon this occaſion... Be- 
ſides, there was ſomething, in the circumſtances 
of the perſon accuſed, which, added: conſiderably 
to the difficulties I labored under: a man, once 
of eonſular dignity, and a member of the ſacred 
college, now; ſtood before me ſtripped, of all his 
honors. It was a painful office, I thought, to ac- 
cuſe one who appeared already condemned; and 
for whom therefore, tho? his crimes were enor- 
mous, compaſſion took its turn, and ſeemed to 
plead in his behalf. Howeyer, I collected my- 
ſelf enough to begin my ſpeech; and the applauſe 
I received, was equal to the fears I had ſuffered. 
] ſpoke almoſt five hours ſucceſſively, (for they in- 
dulged me above an hour beyond the time at firſt 
allotted to me) and hat at my firſt ſetting out 
had moſt contributed to raiſe my apprehenſions, 85 
prove] in 5 enk grea y to my aalen The 
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day; for the evening coming on, there was not 
time to proceed farther. The next day, Salvius 
' Liberalis, a very clear, art 


ed all his talents upon this occaſion. C. Tacitus 


Cuatius aroſe up a ſecond time for Priſcus, and in a 
very fine ſpeech, endeavored, as indeed the caſe 
required; rather to ſoften the judges, than defend 
his client. The evening coming on, the ſenate 


and entered upon the proofs. It Was ſomething 


in ſupport of this opinion. But either this euſtom was not 


ſenate could pa/s after ſun-ſet. For that the houſe aftually ſat 
after that time, appears from B. 4˙ Let. 9. Dixit in noclem. 
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goodneſs, the care of the emperor (I date not ſay 
his anxiety) were ſo great towards me, that he fre- 
quently ſpoke to one of my attendants, who ſtood 
behind me, to deſire me to ſpare myſelf; ima- 
gining I ſhould | exert my ſtrength beyond what 
the weakneſs of my conſtitution would admit. 
Claudius Marcellinus repliedi in behalf of Martianus 
After which the aſſembly broke up till the next 


ul, ſpirited and eloquent 
orator/Tpoke in defence of Priſcus: and he exert- 


replied to him with great eloquence, and a certain 
dignity which diſtiriguiſhes all his ſpeeches: Fronto 


proceeded no farther that day, but met the next, 


very noble, and worthy of ancient Rome, to ſee the 
ſenate; 1 only: by the' ight, ti thos 5 afſernble 
Wees "fo . 
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5 : It was not Fe TY 3 one of the commentators, ooh 4 
ſenate to fit before ſun-riſe, nor after ſun-ſet, and quotes ellius 
received in Pliny's time, or Gellius muſt be underſtood. to 
mean what Mr. Kennet exprelly ſays, that no decree of the 
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for three days together. The excellent Cornutus 
Tertullus, conſul elect, ever firm in the cauſe 
of truth, moved that Marius ſnould pay into 


the treaſury the 700, 0 ſeſterces he had re- 
ceived: and be batliſhed Italy. He was for ex- 
tending the ſentence ſtill farther againſt Martianus, 


and baniſhing him even Africa. He concluded 


wich ſaying, tliat Tacitus and J having faithfully 
and diligently. diſcharged the parts aſſigned to 
us, the ſenate declared, we had executed our 
truſt. to their ſatisfaction. The conſuls elect, and 
thoſe who had already enjoyed that office, agreed 
wich Tertullus, except Pompeius: he propoſed 
that Priſcus ſnould pay the ſeven. hundred thou- 
land teres into the treaſury,” but to ſuffer no 
ment than what had been already in- 
ficted upon n bam g extortion: as for Martianus, 
he was for having bim baniſhed for five years only. 
There was a large party for both opinions, and 
perhaps the majority ſecretly inclined to the 
milder ſentence; for many of thoſe who appeared 
at firſt to agree with Tertullus, ſeemed afterwards 


to join with Pompeius. But upon a diviſion of | 
the houſe, all thoſe who ſtood near the conſuls, 


went over to the ſide of Tertullus. e 8 


4 a4 "a T5 1 195 t 25 We . 1 8 Fatty : 
: J E | 
F Aas bin * chat 2 of Py cies ge zeln Ma- 8 
tius which related to 75 taking t hundred choufrnd N 
of him, could not, it ſeems, be proved?! 29% {1 10d bs 


8 A forfeiture * four times the dum received,” W. . 0 
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party obſerving this, deſerted him, and went over 
too; ſo that he was extremely exaſperated againi 
[thoſe who had urged him to this vote, particular. 
ly againſt Regulus, whom he upbraided for aban. 
doning of him in a ſtep, which he himſelf had 
adviſed. There is, indeed, ſuch an inconſiſteney 
in the er character of Regulus, that he is at 
once both and timorous. Thus ended this 
important 5 but there remains a conſiderable 
part of the buſineſs ſtill behind. It is concerning 
Hoſtilius Firminus, lieutenant to Marius Priſcus, 
who is ſtrongly charged with being an accomplice 
with him: for it appears by the accounts of Mat- 
tianus, and by a ſpeech which he made in an af. 
ſembly of the people at Leptis , that he had exact. 
ed fifty thouſand i denarii of Martianus; that he 
was otherwiſe acceſſary to the wicked adminiſtra- 
tion of Priſcus; and that he received ten thouſand 
ſoſterces under the title of his perfumer; an office 
Perfectly adapted to one of his effeminate deli- 
cacy. It was agreed, at the motion of Tertullus, 
to proceed againſt him, at the next meeting of the 
5 ſenate; for, either by accident or Satay he was at 
3, | ) Bolt * this 
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About 1458 J. of our money. 7 be 8 was the chief 
Piber coin among the Romans. Mr. Graves (who, as Dr. 
Arbuthnot obſerves, may be juſtly reckoned a claſſical author 
upon this ſubject) has valued it at ſeven pence three farthings. 

[ ab. Coins, 1 ] But to avoid fractions, it 15 "RO nnn, 


only equivalent to ſeven pence 
& About 801. of « our money: 


this time abſent. —Thus have IL given you an ac- 
count of what is doing in town. Let me know, in 
return, the news of the country; how your groves 
and your vineyards, your corn and your fine flocks 
of ſneep floriſn? In a word, if you do not ſend 
me a long letter, you muſt expect to be puniſned 
in your own way, and to receive from me, for the 
future, none but ſhort ones. Farewel. 


LETTER XII. To the ſame. 


HE remaining part of the enquiry, which 
: 1 mentioned to you in my former letter, 
i concerning the affair of Priſcus, is at laſt, I will 
not ſay completed as it ought, however it is finiſh- 
ed. Firminus being brought before the ſenate, 

made ſuch a ſort of defence as a man generally 
does who is conſcious of detected guilt. The con- 
ſuls ele& were much divided what judgment to 


give. Cornutus Tertullus moved he ſhould be 


expelled the ſenate: but Nerva, with wonderous 

acuteneſs ! propoſed, that he ſhould be only 
declared for ever incapable of holding the office 
of Proconſul: and this, as it had the appearance of 

a milder ſentence, prevailed; tho in truth it is 
of all others the moſt ſevere. For can any ſitua- 
tion ben more © wretched, than to be N to un- 
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94 THE LETTERS Bock H. 
dergo the fatigue of a member of the ſenate, at 
the ſame time that one is cut off from all hopes 

of enjoying thoſe honors, to which a ſenator is 


entitled? And after having received ſuch an igno- 
miny, were it not better to be for ever buried in 


retirement, than to be marked out by ſo conſpi- 
cuous a ſtation, to the view and ſcorn of the world? 
Beſides, to conſider this with reſpect to the public, 
what can be more unbecoming the majeſty of the 
ſenate, than to ſuffer a.perſon to retain a ſeat in 


that auguſt aſſembly, after having been publicly 


cenſured by it? What can be more indecent * 


for the criminal to be ranked with his judges? 


for a man excluded the Proconſulſhip, becauſe he 
behaved infamouſly as a. * lieutenant, to fit, in 
judgment upon Proconſuls ? ? for one proved guilty 4 


of extortion, to condemn or acquit others of the 


like crimes? Yet theſe reflections, it ſeems, made 
no impreſſion upon the majority. Votes go by 
number, not weight; nor can it be otherw-iſe : 
in aſſemblies of this kind, where nothing, i is more 
unequal than that equality which prevails in them; | 
for tho? every member has the ſame right of ſuf. 
frage. e member has not the ye; ſtrength of. 


In Judgment. 


I : The lieutenant accompanied the Proconſul or governor,” 


for the judging of inferior;cauſes, and the management of all 
ſmaller concerns, every thing of moment t being referred to the 
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: judgment to direct it. I have thus — the 
promiſe I gave you in my laſt letter, which by 
this time I imagine, (unleſs any accident has be- 
fallen the meſſenger) has reached your hands; for 
| truſted the conveyance! of it to one, of whoſe 
diligence and fidelity iT am well aſſured. I hope 
you will now, on your part, make me as full a 
return for this and my au as 1 ce you" 
are in will non a= der wand og 
LETT ER XII. 25 | Patong. 
8 I kilos: you gadly qinltirics: every op- 
portunity of obliging me, ſo there is no 
man to whom 1 had rather lay myſelf under an 
obligation. 1 apply to you, therefore, pre- 
ferably to any body elſe; for a favor which I am 
extremely deſirous of obtaining. You. who are 
at the head of a very conſiderable army have 
many opportunities of exerciſing your generoſity; 
and the length of time you have enjoyed that poſt, - 
muſt have enabled you to provide for all your 
Own friends. 94 hope you will now turn your eyes 45 
upon ſome of mine: they are but a few indeed, 
for whom I ſhall ſolicit you; j tho? your generous 
abe 1 know, would be better uſd. 


become f me "to rrouble you a wich recommending 
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gs THE LETTERS Bob I. 
more than one or two: at preſent J vill only 


mention Vaconius Romanus. His father was of 


great diſtinction among the Roman knights; and 


his father-in-law, or, as I might more properly call 
him, his ſecond father, (for his affectionate treat- 
ment of Voconius intitles him to that appellation,) 
was ſtill more conſpicuous. His mother was one 
of the moſt conſiderable ladies of Upper Spain: 


you know what character the people of that pro- 


vince bear, and how remarkable they are for the 
ſtrictneſs of their manners, As for himſelf, he has 


been lately admitted into the ſacred order of Prieſt- 


hood. Our friendſhip began with our ſtudies, and 
we were early united in the cloſeſt intimacy. We 
lived together under the ſame roof, in town 
and country; as he ſhared with me my moſt 
ſerious and my gayeſt hours: and where, indeed, 
could I have found a more faithful friend, or 
more agreeable companion? In his convetſation, 
and even in his very voice and countenance; 
: there is the moſt amiable ſweetneſs; as at the 
bar he diſcovers an elevated genius, an -eafy and 
harmonious elocution; a clear and penetrating ap- 
prchenſton. He has ſo- happy a bum for eile: 


1 g . . 


. : 
HOOK 1 11010 


leiddrs'! 


Romans, in the number of liberal and'polite eiae, 


EC It ap ars Go (his phe fome other pa ges * hoſe 
2 the art of epiſtolary writing was ed by the 
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W lary writing, that were you to read his letters, you 
W would imagine they had been dictated by the 
Muſes themſelves. I love him with a more than 
common affection; and I know he returns it with 
equal 
and we find Cicero mentioning with great pleaſure, in ſome 
of his letters to Atticus, the elegant ſpecimen he had received 
from his ſon, of his genius in this way. [ad Att. 1 xv. 16, 17.] 
It ſeems indeed to have formed part of their education ; as 
in the opinion of Mr. Locke it well deſerves to have a ſhare in 
ours. The writing of letters, (as that judicious author ob- 
« ſerves) enters ſo much into all the occafions of life, that 
« no gentleman can avoid ſhewing himſelf in compoſitions of 
« this kind, Occurrences will daily force him to make this 
« uſe of his pen, which lays open his breeding, his ſenſe 
« and his abilities, to a ſeverer examination than any oral diſs 
e courſe.” [ Treat. on Educ, 86] Pliny was of the ſame 
opinion; for in a ſubſequent f letter, wherein he lays down a 
method of ſtudy to one who deſired his ſentiments upon that 
head, he particularly recommends to him performances of this 
kind. It is to be wondered we have ſo few writers in our 
own language, who deſerve to be pointed out as models upon 
ſuch an occaſion. After having named Sir William Temple, 
it would be difficult, perhaps, to add a ſecond. The elegant 
writer of Mr. Cowley's life, mentions him as excelling in 
this uncommon talent; but as that author declares himſelf of 
opinion, ** that letters which paſs between familiar friends, 
if they are written as they ſhould be, can ſcarce ever be 
« fit to ſee the light,” the world is unluckily deprived of 
what, no doubt, would have been well worth its inſ pection. 
A ce dnguihed en1us treats the very attempt as ridiculous, 
and profeſſes himſelf a mortal enemy to what they call a 
fine letter.” His averſion however was not ſo ſtrong but he 
knew how to conquer it when he thought proper, and the 
letter which cloſes his correſpondence with Biſhop Atterbury, 
is, perhaps, the moſt genteel and manly addreſs that ever 
was pen'd to a friend in diſgrace. The truth 1s, a fine letter 
does not conſiſt in ſaying - fine things, but (expreſſing or- 
dinary ones in an uncommon manner. It is the proprie cam 
munia dicere, the art of giving grace and elegance to fami- 
liar occurrences, that conititutes the merit of this kind of 
E 0 * l JIG. 44 - CF? writing, 
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98 THE LETTERS Bock Il. 
equal ardor. Even in the earlier part of our 
lives, I warmly embraced every opportunity of 
doing him all the good offices which then lay in 
my power; as I have lately obtained for him of 
the emperor, the privilege granted to thoſe who 
have three children : : a favor which tho' Cæſar 
very rarely beſtows, and always with great cau- 
tion, yet he conferred, at my requeſt, in ſuch a 
manner, as to give it the air and grace of being his 
own choice. The beſt way of ſhewing \ that J think 
he deſerves the obligations he has already received 
from me, is, by adding more to them, eſpecially 
as he always accepts my good offices with ſo much 
gratitude as to merit farther, , Thus I. have given 
you a faithful account of Romanus, and informed 
you how thoroughly I have experienced his worth, 
: and how much I love bim. | Lr me intreat you 
902 | Ju” 12 to 
writing. Mr. Gan letter concerning the, two lovers who 
were ſtruck dead with the ſame flaſh of lightning, is 2 
maſter-piece of the ſort; and the ſpecimen he has there given 
of his talents for this ſpecies of compoſition, makes it wwe 
to be regretted we have not more from the ſame hand: 
might then have equalled, if not excelled, our neighb bor te 
. French in this, as we have in every, other. branch, of. polite lite 
rature, and have found a name among o ONE gon eme 
mention with the eaſy Voiture. ol avs Rom 0 


Tsa 111 | 
By a. law paſſed A. U 7. 562, in was enafied,, that what 


# +2. #, 5 
4 5 14% 75 


ever eitizen of Rome bad three children, ſhould, be excuſed 


from all troubleſome offices where hellived. This privil e the 
bn 2 ſometimes extended to thoſe who were not. egally 


titled to it. See Book 7, Let. 16. in not. & Boo 10. 
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do honor him with your patronage in a way ſuit- 
able to the generoſity of your heart, and the 
eminence of your ſtation. But above all, admit 
him into a ſhare of your affection; for tho' you 
W were to confer upon him the utmoſt you have in 
pour power to beſtow, you can give him nothing 

ſo valuable as your friendſhip. That you may 
W he is worthy of it, even to the higheſt degree 
of intimacy, I have ſent you this ſhort ſketch. a - 
his character. I ſhould. continue my interceſſions 
in his behalf, but that I am ſure you do not love 
to be preſſed, and J have already repeated them in 
every line of this letter: for to ſnew a juſt reaſon 
for what one aſks, is to interceed 1 in the ſtrongeſt - 
manner. Farewel. 


| LETTER XIV. fs Bause, 


o gueſſed right: I am a good deal 
_ weary of pleading before the Centumviri. 
The buſineſs one is engaged in there, has more of 
fatigue than pleaſure. The cauſes are generally of 
{mall moment, and it is very ſeldom that any thing 
conſiderable, either from the importance of the 
queſtion, or the rank of the perſons concerned, 
comes before them. There i is this farther diſagree- 
able circumſtance attending it, that there are very 
few lawyers who frequent this court, with whom 1 
can take any fort of ſatisfaction in being g engaged. 
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The greater part is compoſed of a parcel of impu- 


dent, obſcure young men, who come hither raw and 


unpractiſed from the ſchools, with ſo much irre- 


verence and impropriety, that my friend Attilius 


with great juſtneſs obſerved, © our youth ſet out at 
„the bar with Centumviral cauſes, as they do at 


* ſchool with Homer,” intimating, that in both 


places they begin where they ſhould end. But in 
former times (to uſe an old man's phraſe) it was not 


cuſtomary for the youth, even of the beſt families, 
to appear 1n this court, unleſs introduced by ſome 
perſon of Conſular dignity : ſo much reſpect did 


our anceſtors bear to this noble profeſſion. But 
now, ſince every fence of modeſty and reverence is 


broken down, and all diſtinctions levelled and con- 


founded, the youth of our days are fo far from 
waiting to be introduced, that they rudely ruſh in 
uninvited. The audience that follow them are fit 
attendants for ſuch orators; a low rout of hired 
mercenaries, aſſembling themſelves in the middle of 
the court, where the dole is dealt round to them as 
openly, as if they were in a dining room: and at this 
noble price they run from court to court! The 


Greeks have a name in their language for this ſort 


of people, importing that they are applauders by 
> profeſſion ; and we ſtigmatize them with the op- 
probrious title of table flatterers : yet the meanneſs 
alluded 1 to in borh languages increaſes every day. 


It 
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It was but yeſterday two of my ſervants, mere 
ſtriplings, were hired for this goodly office at the 
price of three * denarii : ſuch 1s the eaſy purchaſe 
of Eloquence! Upon theſe honotable terms, we 
fill our benches, and gather a circle ; and thus it 
is thoſe unmerciful ſhouts are raiſed, when a man 
who ſtands in the middle of the ring gives the 
word. For you muſt know, theſe honeſt fellows, 
who underſtand nothing of what is ſaid, or if they 

did, could not hear it, would be at a loſs, without 
a ſignal, how to time their applauſe : for thoſe 
that do not hear a ſyllable are as clamorous as any 
of the reſt. If at any time you ſhould happen to 


paſs by while the court is fitting, and would know 


the merit of any of our advocates, you have no 

occaſion to give yourſelf the trouble of liſtening 

to them: take it for a rule, he that has as — 
loudeſt commendations, deſerves them the leaſt. 
Largius Licinius was the firſt who gave riſe to 
this cuſtom ; but then he went no farther than to 
ſolicit an audience. I remember to have heard 11 5 
tutor Quinctilian ſay, that Domitius Afer, as 
he was pleading before the Centumviri, with his 
uſual grave and ſolemn manner, heard on a ſud- 
den a moſt immoderate and unuſual noiſe; 
being a ane deal 83 he left off: the cla- 
e r er 


uy About one - ſhilling and cleven pence fathing of our 
money, 
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mor ceaſed, and he began again: he was inter- 
rupted a ſecond time, and a third. At laſt he en. 
quired who it was that was ſpeaking? He was told, 
Licinius. Alas! ſaid he, Eloquence is no more! The 
truth is, it then only began to decline, when in 
Afer's opinion, it was entirely periſhed : whereas 
nov it is almoſt utterly loſt and extinct. I am 
aſhamed to ſay with what an unmanly elocution 
the orators deliver themſelves, and with what a 
ſqueaking applauſe they are received; nothing 
- ſeems wanting to compleat this ſing-ſong oratory, 
but the claps, or rather the muſic of the 


ſtage, At preſent we chooſe to expreſs our admi- 


ration by a kind of howling (for I can call it by 
no other term) which would be indecent even in 


the theatre. Hitherto the intereſt of my friends, 
and the conſideration of my early time of life, has 
retained me in this court: for it would be thought, 


I fear, rather to proceed from indolence than a 
Juſt indignation at theſe indecencies, were I yet 
to leave it: however I come there leſs frequently 
than uſual, and am thus ee a d re. 
treat, Farewel. | 2k" 
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EL E T'! T WIE . To ere os. | 


TO W goes on your old eſtate at « Mark ? 
and how do you approve of your new pur. 
chaſe? Hasi it as many beauties 1 in your eye now, 
as before you bought it? That would be extra- 
ordinary indeed ! | for : an object! in poſſeſſion ſeldom 
retains the ſame charms i it had in purſuit. As for 
myſelf, the eſtate left me by my mother uſes me 
but ill; however, 1 value i it for her ſake, and am 
beſides, grown a good deal inſenſible by a long 
courſe of bad treatment. Thus, frequent com- 
plaints generally end at aſt i in being aſhamed of 
bs ay, more. e en begun 


'* 
ili 


1. E T T E R XVI. To Auviaxos. 4 


ou act agrecably i to your uſual kind con- 
| cern for 1 my 1125 when you "adviſe me 
to look upon the“ ' codi cil of Acilianus (who has 
appointed me one of his co-heirs) as void, be- 


G4 cauſe - 


|  ® Oneof the ancient Aden of Italy, comprebending part 
of what is now called the farther Abruzzo. 
b A codicil, by the ancient civil law, was a leſs ſolemn 
kind of will; wherein it was not neceſſary to obſerve ſo ſtrictly 
the ceremonies preſcribed by the law for a will. But no le- 
 gacy given by a codicil was valid, anleſs confirmed by the 
will, which was eſteemed its baſis. This, however, by later | 
emperors, Was ee. Vid. 18 Inſt. T. 2 5 1. 2. 
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cauſe it is not confirmed by his will. That the lay 
in this caſe eſteems it invalid, I well know and it 
is a point to which even thoſe who are ignorant of 
every other are uſually no ſtrangers. But I haye 
a law of my own, which I ſhall always religiouſly 


obſerve; and that is, punctually to perform the 


will of the dead, tho it may want the eſſential 
forms. This codicil, beyond all manner of doubt, 
is of Acilianus's own hand- writing: therefore tho 
it is not confirmed by his will, I ſhall be guided 
by it as ſtrictly as if it were: eſpecially as there is 
no danger that any villainous informer can take 


advantage of this miſtake. If indeed there was 
any hazard, that what I give to the legatees in the 
codicil would be ſeized as forfeited to the uſe of 


the public, I ſhould perhaps act with more de. 


liberation: but as the forfeiture in this caſe is 
merely for the benefit of the heir, and he may 


diſpoſe of what accrues to him as ſuch, in the 


manner he thinks proper; nothing hinders, ſigce 


the law does not, my obſerving that rule which! 
have laid down to , F arewel. 55 
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LETTER XVII. To Gatuvs. 

x7 OU are ſurprized, it ſeems, that I am fo fond 
Y of my * Laurentinum, or (if you like the ap- 
pellation better) my Laurens: but you will ceaſe to 
wonder, when I acquaint you with the beauty of 
the villa, the advantages of its ſituation, and the 
extenſive proſpect of the ſea-coaſt. It is but ſeven- 
teen miles diſtant from Rome; fo that having 

finiſhed my affairs in town, I can paſs my evenings | 


/ £ here 


2 pliny had no eſtate round this ſeat, his whole poſſeſſions 
here being included (as he informs us in B. 4. Let. 6.) in this 
houſe and gardens, It was merely a winter villa, in which be 
uſed to ſpend ſonie of the cold months, whenever his buſi- 
neſs admitted of his abſence from Rome; and for this reaſon 
it is, that we find warmth is ſo much conſidered in the diſpoſi- 
tion of the ſeveral apartments, &c. And indeed he ſeems 
to have a principal view to its advantages as a winter houſe 
throughout the whole deſcription of it. See Caſtel's villas of 
the kagient - n , i n aud liens. ne 
Scamozzi, in his Architect. uniwerſ. J. 5 12. has given a 
plan and elevation of this villa. Monſ. Felibien has alſo annex- 
ed a plan to his tranſlation of this letter; as our own coun- 
tryman the ingenious Mr. Caſtel has done in his villas of the 
antients illuſtrated. But they differ extremely among themſelves 
as to the diſpoſition of the ſeveral parts of this building, and per- 
haps have rather purſued the 1dea of modern arckhite Ruft. than 
that which is traced out in their original; at leaſt, if the ſuppo- 
ſition advanced by one of the commentators upon this epillle = 
true; who contends, that the villas of the antients were not one 
uniform pile of building contained under the ſame roof, but 
that each apartment was a diſtin& and ſeparate member from 
the reſt. The ruins of this villa are ſaid to have been diſcover'd 
ſometime about the year 17 14, but whether any plan was ever 
taken of ſo valuable a remain of antiquity, or the reality of it 
aſcęrtained, the tranſlator has not been able to learn. | 


By 
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here without breaking i in upon the buſineſs of the 
day. There are two different roads to it; if you 
go by that of Laurentum, you muſt turn off at 
the fourteenth mile-ſtone ; WW 4 by Oſtia, at the 
11th. Both of them are in ſome parts ſandy, which 
| makes it ſomething heavy and tedious if you tra. 
vel in a coach, but eaſy and pleaſant to thoſe who 
ride. The landſkip on all ſides is extremely di. 
verſified, the proſpect in ſome places being con- 
fined by woods, in others extending over large 
and beautiful meadows, where numberleſs flocks 

of ſheep and herds of cattle, which the ſeverity 
of the winter has drove from the mountains, fat- 


ten in the vernal warmth of this rich paſturage. 


My villa is large enough to afford convenien- 
cies, without being extenſive. The porch before 
it is plain, but not mean, thro' which you enter 
into a portico in the form of the letter D, which 
includes a ſmall, but agreeable area. This affords 


a very commodious retreat in bad weather, not 


only as it is incloſed with windows, but par- 
ticularly as it is ſheltered by an extraordinary 


projection of the roof. From the middle of this 


portico you paſs into an inward court extremely 
pleaſant, and from thence into a handſome hall 
which runs out towards the ſea; ſo that when 
there is a ſouth · weſt wind it is gently waſhed 


: with the waves, which ſpend. diefe e at the 
5 foot 


I —— — 


— © 2 


—— 
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foot of ir. On every fide of this hall there are 
either folding-doors or windows equally large, 
by which means you have a view from the front 
and the two ſides, as it were of three different 
ſeas: from the back part you ſee the middle 
court, the portico and the area; and by another 
view you look thro the portico into the porch, 
from whence the proſpect is terminated by the 
woods and mountains which are ſeen at a diſtance. 
On the left-hand of this hall, ſomething farther 
from the fea, lies a large drawing-room, and 
beyond that, a ſecond of a ſmaller ſize, which 
has one window to the riſing, and another to the 
ſetting ſun: this has likewiſe a proſpect of the 
ſea, but being at a greater diſtance, is leſs in- 
commoded by it. The angle which the projection 
of the hall forms with this drawing · room, retains 
and increaſes the warmth of the ſun, and hither 
my family retreat in winter to perform their exer- 
ciſes: it is ſneltered from all winds except thoſe 
which are generally attended with clouds, ſo that 
nothing can render this place uſeleſs, but what at 
the ſame time deſtroys the fair weather. Contigu- 
ous to this, is a room forming the ſegment of a 
circle, the windows of which are ſo placed as to 
receive the ſun the whole day: in the walls are 
contrived a fort of caſes, which contain a collec- 
tion of ſuch authors whoſe works can never be 
read too often. From hence you paſs i into a bed- 
2 Bo chamber 
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chamber through a paſſage, which being boarded 
and ſuſpended as it were over a ſtove which runs 
underneath, tempers the heat which it receives 
and conveys to all parts of this room. The re- 
mainder of the ſide of the houſe is appropriated 
to the uſe of my ſlaves and freedmen, but how- 
ever moſt of the apartments in it are neat enough to 
entertain any of my friends, who are inclined to 
be my gueſts. In the oppoſite wing is a room 
ornamented in a very elegant taſtez next to 
which lies another room, which tho? large for a 
parlor, makes but a moderate dining- room; it is 
_ exceedingly warmed and enlightened not only to 
the direct rays of the ſun, but by their reflection 
from the ſea. Beyond this, is a bed-chamber to- 


gether with its anti-chamber, the height of which 
renders it cool in ſummer, as its being ſheltered 
on all ſides from the winds, makes it warm in win- 


ter. To this apartment another of the ſame ſort 


is joined by one common wall. From thence you 
enter into the grand and ſpacious cooling-room * be- 


longing to the baths , from the oppoſite walls of 
which two round baſons project, large enough to 
£10 g0wh a 170 49001 % % 


d The principal uſe of this room ſeems to have been 
4 0deſigned to prepare the bodies of thoſe chat had been in the 
former room, for their going into the warmer air.“ Caſtel's 
villas, p. 33. Me 


„„ The cuſtom of bathing in hot water, was become ſo 
6 habitual to the Romans in Pliny's time, that they,every | 


dap praftiſed it before they lay down to eat; for which res 
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ſwim in. Contiguous to this is the perfuming- 


Book II. 


W room, then the ſweating- room, and beyond that 


the furnace which conveys the heat to the bathks: 
adjoining are two other little bathing- rooms, 
which are fitted up in an elegant rather than coſtly 
manner: annexed to this, is a warm bath of ex- 
traordinary workmanſhip, wherein one may ſwim, 
and have a proſpect at the ſame time of the ſea. 


Not far from hence ſtands the tennis- court, which 


lies 


4 ſon, in the city the public baths were extremely numerous 3 
in which Vitruvius gives us to underſtand there were for 
« each ſex three rooms for bathing, one of cold water, one of 


« warm, and one ftill warmer; and there were cells of three 
« degrees of heat for ſweating ; to the forementioned mem- 
« hers were added others for anointing and bodily exerciſes. 
The laſt thing they did before they entered into the dining 
« room was to bathe; what preceded their waſhing: was their 
« exerciſe in the ſpheriſterium, prior to which it was their 
e cuſtom to anoint themſelves. As for their ſweating-roams. 
« tho' they were doubtleſs in all their baths, we do not find 
« them to have been uſed but upon particular occaſions.” — 


Caſtel's villas of the ancients, p. 31. 


g * 


The Roman magnificence ſeems to have particularly diſplay- 


ed itſelf in the article of their baths. Seneca dating one of his 


epiſtles from a villa which once belonged to the famous Sci- 
= Africanus, takes occaſion from thence to draw a parallel 
tween the ſimplicity of the earlier ages, and the luxury of 


| his own times in that inſtance. By the idea he gives of the 


latter, they were works of the higheſt ſplendor and expence. 
The walls were compoſed of Alexandrine marble, whoſe veins 
were-poliſhed and heighten'd in ſuch a manner, as to look like 
a picture: the edges of the baſons were ſet round. with a 
moſt valuable kind of ſtone, found in Thaſius, one of the 
Greek iſlands, variegated with veins of different colors, inter- 


 ſperſed with ſtreaks of gold; the water was conveyed thro! fil- 


ver pipes, and fell, by ſeveral different deſcents, in beautiful 
caſcades. The floors were inlaid with precious gems, and an 
intermixture of ſtatues and colonades contributed to throw an 


i 


air of elegance and grandeur upon the whole, Vid. Sen. Ep. 86, 
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lies open. to the warmth of the | afternoon ſan. 
From thence you aſcend a ſort of turret, which 
contains two entire apartments below]; as there 
are the ſame number above, beſides a dining - room 
which commands a very extenſive proſpect of the 
ſea and coaſt, together with the beautiful villas 
that ſtand interſperſed upon it. At the other end, 
is a ſecond turret, containing a room which faces 
the riſing and ſetting ſun. Behind this, is a 
large room for a repoſitory, near to which i is a 
gallery of curioſities, and underneath, a ſpa- 
cious dining- room, where the roaring of the ſea, 
even in a ſtorm, is heard bur faintly: it looks 
upon the garden and the " geftatio, which ſur- 
rounds the garden. The geſtatio is encom- 
paſſed with a box-tree hedge, and where that 
is decayed, with roſe- mary: for the box in 
woc parts which are ſheltered by the buildings, 
Preſerves its verdure perfectly well; but where 
by an open ſituation it lies expoſed: to the daſhing 
of the ſea- water, tho' at a great diſtance, it en- 
rirely withers. Berween the garden and this gef- 
tatio runs a ſhady walk of vines, which is ſo ſoft 
that you may walk bare · foot upon it without any 
inzury. The garden is chiefly planted with fig and 
mulberry- trees, to which this ſoil is as favorable, 
a it is averſe to all others. In this place is a ban. 
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queting-room, which tho' it ſtands remote from 
the ſea, enjoys however a proſpect nothing infe- 
rior to that view: two apartments run round the 


back part of it, whoſe windous look upon the 


entrance of the villa, and into a very pleaſant 

kitchen · garden. From hence an incloſed ©portico 
extends itſelf, which by its grandeur you might 

take for a public one. It has a range of windows 


on each ſide, but on that which looks towards 


the ſea they are double the number of thoſe next 
the garden. When the weather is fair and ſerene, 


theſe are all thrown open; but if it blows, thoſe 
on the ſide the wind fits are ſhut, while the others 


remain uncloſed without any inconvenience. Before 
this portico lies a terrace perfumed with violets, 


and warmed by the reflection of the ſun from the 
portico, which as it retains the rays, ſo it keeps off 


the north-eaſt wind; and it is as warm on this 
ſide, as it is cool on the oppoſite: in the ſame - 
manner it is a defence againſt the ſouth-weſt, and 


thus in ſhort, by means of its ſeveral ſides, breaks 


the force of the winds from what point ſoever 


they blow. T heſe are ſome of the winter advan- 


tages of this agreeable ſituation, which however 


are {ll more conſiderable in the ſummer; ; for at 


) xs 43 . 


25 that 


© « Theſe iticloſed p porticos differed no apes 3 our 


preſent galleries, than that they had pillars in them. the 


0 "ws of this room was for walking: Y  Callel's villas, p. 44+ 
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that ſeaſon it throws a ſhade upon the terrace dur- 
ing all the forenoon, as it defends the geſtatio, 
and that part of the garden which lies contiguous 
to it, from the afternoon ſun, and caſts a greater 
or leſs ſhade, as the day either increaſes or de- 
creaſes ; but the portico itſelf is then cooleſt when 
the ſun. is moſt ſcorching, that is, when its rays 
fall directly upon the roof. To theſe advantages 
J muſt not forget to add, that by ſetting open the 
windows, the weſtern breezes have a free draught, 
and by that means the encloſed air is pre- 
vented from ſtagnating. On the upper end 
of the terrace and portico ſtands a detached 
building in the garden, which 1 call my fa- 
verite; and in truth I am extremely fond of i it, as 
I erected it myſelf. _ It contains a very warm 
winter-room, one ſide of which looks upon 
the terrace, the other has a view of the ſea, and 
both lie expoſed to che ſun. T hrough the fold- 
ing- doors you ſee the oppoſite chamber, and from 
the window is a proſpect of the encloſed portico. 
On that ſide next the ſea, and oppoſite to the mid- 
dle wall, ſtands a little elegant retired cloſer, which 
by means of glaſs doors and a curtain, is either 
laid into the adjoining room, or ſeparated from it. 
It contains a couch and two chairs: As you lie 
upon this couch, from the feet you have a proſpect 


of the ſea; if you look behind, you ſee the neigh- 


o 1417 18 * F 
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boring villas; and' from' the head you have a 
view of the woods: theſe three views may be ſeen 
either diſtinCtly * from ſo many different windows 
in the room, or blended together in one confuſed 
proſpe&. Adjoining to this, is a bed-chamber, 

which neither the voice of the ſervants, the mur- 
mur of the ſea, nor even the roaring of a tempeſt 
can reach; not lightening nor the day itſelf can 
penetrate it, unleſs you open the windows. This 
profound tranquillity is occaſioned by a paſſage, 


| which divides the wall of this chamber from that 


of the garden, and thus by means of that void 
intervening ſpace, every noiſe is drowned. An- 
nexed to this, is a ſmall ſtove-room, which by open- 
ing a little window, warms the bed-chamber to the 
degree of heat required. Beyond this, lies a 
chamber and ante- chamber, which enjoys the ſun 4 | 
tho obliquely indeed, from the time it riſes till the 
afternoon. When ! retire to this garden-apartment, 


I fancy myſelf a hundred miles from my own houſe, 


and take particular. ER in it at the feaſt of 
the“ deen when, by the livence” of that 
Vox. I. e 10 21 | H 3363 . | ſeaſon | 


7 ; 238 Sy y * *. * 


10 « Tt 1 3 been 1 3 middle of he rom LE be | 
n could ſee all theſe 2 ſeparate and diſtinct, which upon | 

* a nearer a any particular window: muſt, have ap» 
« peared be aku Wl * Caftel's Villas, p. 48. 

A feaſt held in honor of the god 8a irn, which began 
on the igth of December, and continued, as, ſome fay, , for 
ſeven days, It was a time of general "rejoicing ;' particular 
among the ſlaves, who had at this ſeaſon — " —_ of treat 
ing their malters with es freedoms. | 


l 26 - 
* > — * — 3 q Fey r 
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this ſituation, there is one diſadvantage, and that 
is, the want of a running ſtream; but this defect is in 
a great meaſure ſupplied by wells, or rather I ſhould 


face, And indeed the quality of this coaſt is pretty 


aà ſpring of pure water, not in the leaſt ſalt, tho 
abundant ſupply of fuel; as every other conve- 
Phich and my. houſe there is only one villa) 
little place there are no leſs than three public 


| baths; which, is a great conveniency if it hap- 


my own. The whole coaſt is beautifully divetſi 
| fied oy the joining or detached villas that are ſpread 


tine: after long es lm, bod nan upon 
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ſeaſon of joy, every other part of my villa re. 
ſounds with the mirth of my domeſtics; thus 1 
neither interrupt their diverſions, nor they my ſtu- 
dies. Among the pleaſures and conveniencies of 


call them ſprings, for they riſe very near the ſur⸗ 


remarkable ; for in what part ſoever you dig, you 
meet, upon the firſt turning up of the ground, with 


ſo near the ſea. The neighboring foreſts afford an 


nience of life may be had from Oſtia: to a mode- 
rate man, indeed, even the next village (between 


would furniſh all common neceſſaries. In that 


pens that my friends come in unexpeftedly, ot 
make too ſhort a ſtay to allow time for preparing 


upon it, which whether you. view them from tho 
fea or the ſhore, have 3 much more agreeable 
effect, than if it were, crowded with 1 towns. It is 


err 28 had e ee 


*. 
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the coaſt, tho? in general, by the ſtorms driving the 
waves upon it, it is rough and une ven. I cannot 
boaſt that our ſea produces any very extraordinary 
fiſh; however 1 it ſupplies us with exceeding fine 
foals ahd* prawts : bur as to proviſions of other 
kinds, my villa pretends to excel even inland 
countries, 'particulatly 1 in milk; for thither the 
cattle come from the meadows in great numbers, 
in purſuit of ſhade and water Tell me now, 
have J not juſt cauſe to beſtow my time and my 
affe&tion upon this delightful retreat? Surely you 
are unreaſonably | attached | to the pleaſures of the 
town, if you have no inclination to take a view of 
it; as I much wiſh you had, that to ſo many charms 
with which my favourite : villa abounds, it might 


have the very conſiderable addition of your pre- 


5 ſence to recommend it it. 1 arewel. 

\blic 3 Mr. Caſtel obſerves, lar the? Play. Rage rg e 
y Villula ; it appears that after having deſcribed but part of it, 

hap» jt, if every Diæta or Iative apartment thay be ſuppoſed to contain 

Les three rooms, he has taten notice of no leſs than forty 5 beſides 

5 00 all which there remains tear half the 9 ales » which 


wat, as he ſays, allottid 10 the uſe; of the ſervants; and it is 

ver probable this part auat made uniform with that he has already 
52 —Zut it muſt be remembered, that diminutives in 
en do not abap imply imallneſs of ſixe, but are frequently 
uſed as words of endearment and Fh Pere ute z and in this 


10 bee it T0 moſt probable that P uſes the Word 
lala. 000 - T63% To's FILL 1 * 115. 23 1 a 44 
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pleaſure to experience the reſpect my character in 
eloquence meets with from them. I lately came in 


before a very full audience of perſons of the firſ 


9 rank ; the moment J appeared, they were ſilent, 1 
mention this for their honor, rather than my own; 


that 1 know 7” now book * them even with 


8 — — — 225+ a oe _— cs 5 1 


BY n: 1s RN 80 
' L bY: Lid E R. XVIII. To Mavicys. iS You 
H AT can 1 be more 1 to me, than — 

the office you have enjoined me, of 1 8 
chooſing a proper tutor for your nephews ? It fr 
gives me an opportunity of reviſiting the ſcene af As 
my education, and of turning back again to the oft 
moſt pleaſing part of my life. 'L take my ſeat, as EN 
formerly, among the young lads, and have the 4 


upon them, while they were warmly declaiming 


and to let you ſee the juſt hopes you may con- ha 
cCioive of placing your nephews here to their advan- ki 
tage. I purpoſe to hear all the ſeveral profeſſors; an 
and when J have done fo, I ſhall write you ſuch an Ml cit 
account of them as will enable you (as far as a letter c0 
can enable you) to judge of their reſpective abilities. ce 
The faithful execution of this important commil- cc 
ſion, is what I owe to the friendſhip that ſubſiſts ay 
between us, and to the memory of your brother. tt 


Nothing, certainly, is more your concern, than 
that his children (I would have faid yours, but 


more 


Book IT, OF PLIN T. 115 
mote tenderneſs than your own) may be found 
| worthy of ſuch a father, and ſuch an uncle: and I 
ſhould have claimed a part in that care, tho“ you 
had not required it of me. I am ſenſible, in chooſ- 
ing a receptor, I ſhall draw upon me the diſplea- 
ſure of all the reſt of that profeſſion : but when 
the intereſt of theſe young men is concerned, I. 
eſteem it my duty to hazard the diſpleaſure, or 
even enmity of any man, with as much reſolution 
28 a n 9 8 for his own children. F arewel, 


1 E 'T T E R xIX. To Cennatis. , 


0 U adviſe me to 8 my late ſpeech "i 


* ſince it is agreeable to your opinion, tho? 1 


kind loſe, I well know; all their fire and force, 
and even almoſt their very name, by a plain re- 
cital, It is the ſolemnity of the tribunal, the con- 
courſe of one's friends, the expectation of the ſuc - 
ceſs, the emulation between the ſeveral orators 
concerned, the different parties formed amongft the 
audience in their favor; in a word, it is the air, 
the * motion, the artirude of the 1 d all . 
ein e 
C some of FS 3 3 were as LAY too — 
went in their action, as thoſe of our country are too calm 


and * \puntlels,, In the violence of theis eee they not . | 
N uſed - 


fore an aſſembly of my friends. I ſhall do 


have many ſeruples about it. Compoſitions of this 


— 
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| moſt of the other advantages I juſt now men. 
tioned, yet, fram that ſingle circumſtance, weaken 


| tant inſtruments of graceful elocution, being en- 


queſtion, that it is chiefly of the argumentatiye 
kind; and it is natural for an author to ſuſpet 
chat what he wrote with laber will net be read 


one in this cloſe and unornamented-ftile 2: It is very 


manner of: pln, * the ieee another; 


| ofed all the 8 of * hai adlually wilted Cry 

Tyles how far, and in what inſtance this liberty was allowable, 

this oceaHD¹ a witticiſm of Flavius Virginius, Who aſked one 

of theſs walking orators, Quer millia Pe um data” 
#» Oxon, oh $97. 


the correſponding geſtures of his body, which con. 
ſpire to give a ſpirit and grace to what he deliver, 
Hence thoſe who fit when they plead, tho they have 


and depreſs, the whole force of their eloquence, 
The eyes and hands of the reader, thaſe impor- 


gaged, it is no wonder the hearer grows languid, 
while be has none of thoſe awakening charms ty 
excite and engage his attention. To theſe general 
conſiderations, I muſt add this particular diſadvan- 
rageous circumſtance, which attends the ſpeech in 


with pleaſure. For who is there ſo unprejudiced, 
as not to prefer the flowing and florid oration, to 


unreatonable there ſhould be any difference, how- 
ever it is certain the judges generally expect one 


FR FH VE - whereas 


wards and forwards, Tully and Quinctilian have laid down 


and both agree, it ought to be uſed with great caution and 
judgment. The latter of thoſe excellent critics mentions upon 


How many mics he had- ie oy Quin, luſt. of 


— — 2 0 2 2 
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whereas in. truth an auditor ought to be affected 
only with thoſe things which Would ſtrike him, 
were he in the place bf the judge. Nevertheleſs 
it is poſſible the objections which lie againſt this 
piece may be got over, in conſideration of the no- 
velty it has to recommend it { the novelty I mean 
with reſpect to us for the Greek: otators haye a 
method, tho* upon a different occaſion, not altb- 
gether unlike what; I made uſe of. They, when = 
they would. throw out a law, as contrary to ſome 
former one unrepealed, argue hy comparing thoſe 
laws: together, ſu I, on the contrary, endeavored 
to ſhew, that the crime , Which I Was inſiſting 
upon as falling within the intent and meaning of 
the law relating! to-public extortions, was agree- 
able, not only: to-thar, but likewiſe to other laws 
of the ſame nature Thoſe who ate not conver- = 
| lant in the laws of their country, can have no 
naſte for rtaſphings of this kind . but thoſe who 
are, ought to he ſo much the more pleaſed wich 
them. I ſhall: endeavor therefore, if you perſiſt 
in my reciting it to collect a juchcious audience, = 
But before you determine chis point; I intreat you 
Poranggly toyoigh: the difficulties I have laid be. 
1 Sy inf bad wal 50 * SI 0 fore 
40 257 Ek J 99 3 Pa loelerts T ol 
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» 6 of he commentatots r opinion, (and it it not 
improbable,) that the ſpeech mentioned in this letter, is the 


fame which Pliny'delivered' in the fendt. 1 M. Peiſeus. CE: 
| dee letter xi. of this ol. | 
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placed himſelf by her bed's ſide. He began very 


gravely with enquiring what day and hour ſhe was. 


fore you, and then decide as reaſon ſhall direct: 
for! it is reaſon that muſt juſtify you; obedience to 


22 commands will be a ſufficient apology Fax gy me. 
Farewel. ts 


a ” 
* * 4 


* 3 
211 1 


LETTER IT" 'T Carvinws. , 


RE you neldel to Keke a ſtory, or if ” 
11 pleaſe two or three? for one brings to thy 
mind another. *Tis no matter which I begin 
with, ſo take them as follows. Verania, the widow 
of Piſo who was adopted by Galba, lay extremely 


all; upon this occaſion ' Regulus made her a 
Viſit. By the way, mark the aſſurance of the 
man, to viſit a lady to whom he was ſo extremely 


odious, and to whoſe huſband he was a declared 


enemy! Even barely to enter her houſe would 


have been impudent enough; but he had the con- 
fidence to go much farther, ' and very familiarty 


born? Being informed of theſe important par- 
ticulars, he compoſes his countenance, fixes his 


eyes, mutters ſomething to himſelf, counts his 
fingers, and all this merely to keep the poor ſick 


lady in ſuſpenſe. When he had finiſhed this ridi- 
culous mummery, You are, ſays he, in che of 


your climacteries; bowever you will get over it. 
But for Your. greater. Jau. 1 I * con- 
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a with 4 certain diviner, whoſe Ai 7 
have frequintly experienced. Accordin gly away 
he. goes, conſults the omens, and returns with 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that they confirmed what 
he had promiſed on the part of the ſtars. Upon 
this the eredulous good woman calls for her will, 
and gives Regulus a handſome legacy. Some 
time afterwards. her diſtemper increaſed; and in 
her laſt moments ſhe exclaim'd againſt this in- 
famous wretch who had thus baſely deceived her, 
tho he wiſh'd. every curſe might befall his ſon, 
if what he promiſed her was not true. But ſuch 
ſort of imprecations are as common with Regulus, 
as they are impious; and he continually devotes 
that unhappy, youth to the curſes, of thoſe gods, 
whoſe wee his own n e day pro- 5 
voke. Veen HEE 
Velleius Blaſus, 3 a perſor of: RE A 
and n for his immenſe wealth, in his laſt 
| CATE fickneſs 


® It was cuſtomary among the ancients to ſwear by what they | 
held moſt dear. Lo 2 ag Ing ml a Err etitie Jolly ob- 2 
e Martial b | 


+3 4 * 


. Bas negas ies TIN ter templa t tonanti: ; OM th 8 ; s 81 . 
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Thar ty ſwear by your pathic, your yr boy Anchialus, 
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ſickneſs had an inclination to make ſome alterat. 
ons in his will, Regulus, who had lately endeavor. 
ed to inſinuate himſelf. into his friendſhip,” hoped 
to receive ſome advantage by the intetided-change, 
and accordingly: applies himſelf to his phyſicians, 
and conjures them to exert all | rheir-ſkill to pro. 

long the poor man's life. But the moment the 
will was ſign'd, his ſtile was changed: ' How lung, 

fays he to theſe very phyſicians,” do you deflgnt 
keep this man in miſery? Since you cannot prtſerve 
bis life, why will you prolong bir death? Rlæſu 
is fince dead; and as if he had overheard evety 
word that Regulus had faid; he has not left him 
one farthing.—--And- now have you had enovigh? 
or like a truant ſchool-boy are you for liſtening 
ill to another tale? if fo, Regulus will ſupply 


you. You muſt know then, that Aurelia, a 


lady of diſtinguiſhed: accompliſhinents, | defigning 
to * execute her will, had dreſſed herſelf for that 


This was an 20 of great ceremonyz and if Aubeliz; 


habit was of the kind which ſome of: thè Roman ladies uſed, 
the legacy muſt have been conſiderable which Regulus had the 

impudence to aſk. © The weftes Byſinæ (as the ingemous 
Pr. Arbuthnot obſerves) which we are told ſome. of the 
ladies wore, muſt have been of ſuch an extravagant price, 


» that there is no ſtuff in our age*cdmes up to it. The | 


very materials of which would be worth 491. 145. the pound 
* averdupois weight, and conſequently à garment weighing 
% 20 pounds would coſt 992 l. exclufive of che manufacture. 
Arb. of ancient coins, &c. p. 146. Now I am upon this head, 


I cannot forbear mentioning the prodigious extravagance ry 


the 
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W purpoſe in a very ſplendid; manner. Regulus, who 
was preſent as a witneſs, turned about to the lady, 
and, Pray, ſays he, leave me theſe fine cloaths. 
Aurelia at firſt thought him in jeſt: but he infift- 
ed upon it very;ſerioufly, and obliged her to open 
her will, and inſert this legacy; and tho' he ſaw 
her write it, yet he would not be ſatisfied till he read 
the clauſe himſelf, However Aurelia is ſtill alive: 
tho Regulus, no doubt, when he ſolicited this be- 
queſt, expected ſoon to enjoy it. Thus are lega- 
cies and eſtates conferr'd upon this abandon'd man, 
as if he really deſerved them! But why ſhould 1 
wonder at this in a city where impudence and ini- 
quity receive the ſame, do I ſay, even greater en- 
courageinent than modeſty and virtue? Regulus is 
a glaring inſtance of this truth, who, from a ſtate 
of indigence, has by a train of the moſt villain- 
ous actions, arrived to uch ãmmenſe riches, that 
he once told me, upon Tonſulting the omens to 
know how ſoon he ſhould be worth ſixty millions 
theſe ladies in the article of jewels. Pliny the elder + ſays, he 
ſaw Lollia Paulina with an eguipage of this kind, amountin 
(according to the above-cited author's calculation) to 322,91 1 
138. 4 d. of our money. In one inſtance of expence however, 
the modern ladies ſeem to excel the ancient, and tho? there ap- 
bears an infinite variety of head - dreſſes upon buſts, ſtatues, 
and medals, yet it is Tearnedly debated among the antiquaries, 
whether the Roman ladies were ſo coſtly in that point as the 
Engliſh, For the credit of the Tete, I beg leave to add, that 


it is of a very ancient original, and is known to have made its 
appearance among Confuls and Dictators. ek 


1 ib. 9. 35. 
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And poſſibly he may, if he continues thus to dic- 


my eſtimation, of all others the moſt infamous. 
Farewel. 
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of ſeſterces ©, he found them ſo favorable to him, 
as to portend he ſhould poſſeſs double that ſum. 


tate wills for other people: a ſort of fraud, in 


About 430,020 1. of our money, 
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LETTER 5 1. Corps. | 


I ſpent my time more agrecably, I think; : 
than J did lately with Spurinna. I am fo 


much pleaſed with the uninterrupted regularity er 
of his way of life, that if ever 1 ſhould arrive at 


old age, there is no man whom T would ſooner 
chooſe for my model. 1 look upon order in hu- 


man actions, eſpecially at that advanced period, 
with the ſax 
ſettl ed * - 
Indeed, there i a "OE n irregolatity” and agita- 


e fort of pleaſure as T behold the 
5f the heavenly bodies, In youth, 


4 e tion 
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tion by no means unbecoming: but in age, 
when buſineſs is unſeaſonable, and ambition in- 
decent, all ſnould be calm and uniform. This 
rule Spurinna religiouſly purſues throughout his 
whole conduct. Even i in thoſe, tranſactions which 
one might call minute and ipconſidemble, did 
they not occur every day, he obſerves a certain 
periodical ſeaſon and method. The firſt part of 
the morning he devotes to ſtudy; at eight he 
dreſſes, and walks about three miles, in which he 
enjoys at once contemplation and exerciſe. At 


his return, if he has any friends with him in his 


houſe, he enters upon ſome polite and uſeful to- 
pic of converſation if he is alone, ſomebody 


reads to him; and ſometimes too, when he is not, 


. 


if it is agreeable to his company. When this is 
over, he repoſes himſelf, and then again either 


takes up a boak, or falls 1 into ſome Giſcourl even 


5 +4; air in a his preg either wh d alk 
(ho is a lady of uncommon aerir) or with ſome 
friend: a happineſs which lately was mine. Ho 
agreeable, how noble is the enjoyment of him in 
that hour of privacy! You would fancy you were 
5 bearing Tome worthy of ancient. dimes, nf 
your | breaſt with the moſt, heroic.gxamples, rue 
ſtructing your mind with the: moſt exalted pre: 
cepts, xhich yet be delivers, with ſo modeſt'an 
air, that there is not the leaſt * dictar 
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i ing in his converſation. ; When he has thus taken 
J 23 tour of about ſeven miles, he gets out of his 
chariot and walks a mile more, after which: he 
returns home, and. either repaſes himſelf, or re. 
tires to his ſtudy. He has an excellent taſte for 
poetry, and compoſes in the lytid manner, both in 
Greek and Latin, with great judgment. It is 
ſurpriſing what an eaſe and ſpirit of gayety runs 
thro? his verſes, which the merit of the author 
renders ill more valuable. When the baths are 
ready, which in winter is about three clock, 
and in ſummer about two, he undreſſes himſelf; 
and if there happens to be no wind, he wales for 
ſome time in the ſun ?. After this he plays a con- 
ſiderable time at tennis: for by this ſort of exer- 
ciſe too, he combats the effects of old age. When 
he has bathed, he throws himſelf upon his couch 
till ſupper time, and in the mean while ſome 
agreeable and entertaining author is read to him. 
In this, as in all the reſt, his friends are at full 
partake z or to employ themſelves in 
any other manger. more ſuitable to their: taſte; 

You fit, den to an eee, en frugal, repaſt, 


which 
| : ee B. 6. Let. * note b 


d This was the principal meal among - the Romani,” at 
which all Be? Sogn and invitations were made; they uſually 
began it about their gth hour, apſwering pretty nearly tu our 

3 0'clock in the afternoon, But as Spurinna, we find, dai not 
_ upon the exerciſes which always preceded this ment till 


the 8thy or gth hour, if we allow about 3 hours for that pur- 
| 4 he N LIE dowa to table, till toward 60 or ä . 
dee bet. $- of thus in not. Þ 337e 


He has likewiſe a complete equipage for his ſide- 
board, in Corinthian metal, which is his plea- 
ſure, not his paſſion. At his table he is frequent. 
 lyentertained with comedians, that even his very 
amuſements may be ſeaſoned with good ſenſe; 
and tho he continues there, even in ſummer, till 
the night is ſomething advanced, yet he pro- 
longs the feaſt with ſo much affability and polite- 
neſs, that none of his gueſts ever think it tedi- 


all his ſenſes entire, and his body active and vi- 
gorous to his 78th year, without diſcovering any 
appearance of old age, but the wiſdom. This 
is the ſort of life which J ardentiy aſpire after; 
as I purpoſe to enjoy it, when 1 ſhall arrive at 
thoſe years which will juſtify a retreat from 'buſi-- 


my ſupport and my example. As long as it be- 
came him, he entet'd into all the Aolles of public £ 
life. It was by paſſing through the various offices of 


. x _ defatigable 


This wital, hana it was ; compoſed of, (for. that point 
BY 5s by no means clear) was ſo highly eſteemed 7 0 the a an- 
5 _ that: apt mm ir oven! to eld: 
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which is ſerv'd up in pure and antique plate. 


ous. By this method of living he has preferved 


nefs.' In the mean while, T'am embarraſſed with 
a thouſand affairs, in which Spurinna is at once 


the W * germ of. provifces, and by in- 


0 . 
c * HE# 26 1 


1 a Fg * * H 4 


1 


cat, braſ' more ve precious he than * 


1 


want bb In uy 
defatigable toil, chat he merited che repoſe he 
now enjoys. 1 propoſe to myſelf the ſame courſe. 


and the ſame 915 and I give it to you under my 
hand that 1 do fo. If an timed ambition ſhould 


carry me beyond it, produce this letter againſt 
e; me; and condemn me to repoſe, whenever 1 
ill can enjoy it vithout being reproached with indo- 
- eennce. Farewel, ON 2 
li- 1. E * T E K Th: 7 0 Maxntvs, | 


1 F may claim a Light to aſk the due 
ſervices of you for my friends, as I would 
offer to yours if I were in your ſtation. Arrianus 
Maturius is a perſon of great eminence among 
the * Altinates. | When 1 call him fo, it is not 


„ Wit reſpect to his fortunes (which however are 
ch very conſiderableʒ) ĩt ĩs in view to the Purity, he 
1 integrity, the prudence, and the gravity of his 
* manners. His counſel ſteers me in my affairs, 


and his judgment directs me in my ſtudies; for 
truth, honor and knowledge, are the ſhining qua- 

lties which mark his character. He loves me 
(and I cannot expreſs his affection in ſtronger 


dle 

R terms) with a tenderneſs'/equal to yours. As he 
ict Wi a ſtranger to the paffon of ambition, he is: 
7 eontented with remining * ths 2 nm 
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ſerves; 440 . would fain, .vitliout | his knowlede: 


inclination, add to his dignity... . The palt I T would 
obtain! for him ſhould be ſomething, very! honor 
able, and yet attended with! no trouble. 1 beg 
when any thing of that nature offers, you would 
think of him; it will be an obligation, which 
both he and I ſhall ever remember with the e greateſt 
gratitude.” For tho® he his no aſpiring withes to 


* 4 — Ui — . —_ * — — — A — _ — — — 
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had received it e r 5 own. WAR 
1 eie 
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wethod 10 traip:hir 


higher rank, IK behoves me howeyer, 1 Pp, take 
Care his merit he rewarded. with the honors | it de- 


* wt of 


or © expeCtation, : agd probably too contrary to his 


ſatisfy, he will be as ſenſible; of the fayar,.;as if he 


LETTER we 11 ir Huron. uy 


e 30 113? £33; 


ET is not. EY to i wins ab 


eſteom were greater, far that wiſe and excellent 
wan your father; but rhis is moſt certain, that in 

reſpect to his mẽmory and your virtues, E have 
the tendereſt value for au. Can 1 fail then to 
wiſh (as I ſhall by ever means in my power en- 
deavor) that ydur ſon may copy the. virtnes of 
bath. his grandfatherg, particulatly his maternal?) 
az indeed his father and his angle will Garmuhi him. 
alſo with very ;Muſtrious. examples. The: furt 
u ini the ſteps ofitheſa va: 


W men, is early to ſeaſon his mind with. polite 
N K tie zl! 1727 F. 12909 af! {4 gi „Amins 
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take WM karning and uſeful Knowledge: and it is of the 
 de- ¶ at conſequence; from whom he receives theſe in- 
edge gructions. Hitherto he has had his education 
2 his under your eye, and in your houſe, where he is 
ould WM expoſed to few, 1 ſhould rather ſay to no wrong 
nor- ;npreflions. But he is now of an age to be ſent 
beg from home, and it is time to place him with ſome 
profeſſor of Rhetoric; of whoſe diſcipline and 
nethod, but above all of whoſe morals you may 
be well ſatisfied. Amongſt the many advantages 


% br which this amiable youth is indebted to na- 
if he ure and fortune, he has that of a moſt beautiful 


perſon : it is neceſſary therefore, in this looſe 
and ſlippery age, to to find; out one who will not 
only be his tutor, but his guardian and his guide. 
| will venture to recommend Julius Genitor to 
jou under that character. 1 love him, 1 confeſs, : 
extremely +. but my affection does by no meang = 
oqudice my judgment; on che contrary it is, in 
| ruth, the effect of it. His behavior is grave, and 
tis morals irreproachable; perhaps ſomething 
b ſevere and rigid for the libertine manners of 


ou may. learn from many others; for the art of 
tloquenae; an it is open to all the world, is ſoon 
üſcoyered: but the qualities of the heart lie 
nere concealed; ahd out of: the reael ef com- 
ton ohſervation z and it is on tht ſide 1 a 
. tw he  anfirotable' for * n 5 
12 on 


theſe times. His qualifications. in his profeſſion = 
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ſon will hear nothing from this worthy man, but 
what will be for his advantage to know, not 
learn any thing of which it would be happier 
he ſhould be ignorant. He will. repreſent 0 
him as often, and with as inuch zeal as you or 
J ſhould, the virtues of his family, and what: 
glorious weight of characters he has to ſupport, 
You will not heſitate then to place him'with 1 
tutor, whoſe firſt care will be to form his man. 
ners, and afterwards to inſtruct him in eloquence; 
an attainment ill acquired if with ere ws of 


moral improvements”! Farewel. ot bn v. 
Sic | on 1 : Wo 06 El or 45 


LETTER VI. To! Mackivs.. 


HO my friends here, As (well as the'k town 
in general, ſeem to approve of my con- 
: dock un the affair I am going to mention, yet! 
cannot ſatisfy myſelf without knowing your ſen- 
timents; and as I wiſhed for your advice before 
I engaged init, ſo J am extremely deſirous of 
your judgment now! it it is over. Having 'obtain- 
ed leave to be abſent from my office as 
head of the treaſury, I wem into Tuſrany to 
look after ſeme works which Lam carrying on 
there for the benefit of that province, at my 
on expence. In the intervals deguties on the 
part of the Batici arrived, with complaints f 
time erievances n ſuffered under cha go 
a: 5 2 1 . "24> vert: 


M or PIN | ugg 


rernment of Ceeilius Claſcus; and applied to 
the ſenate that I might be appointed counſel for 
hem. My very worthy and obliging collegues 
repreſented on ' my behalf, the neceſſary engage 
ments of our office, and endeavored all they could 
v get me excuſed.” Upon this the ſenate paſſed a 
tcree greatly to my honor: they ordered that T 
hould be counſel for the province, provided the 
deputies could obtain my conſent. At my re- 
urn they were again introduced into the ſenate, 
ind there renewed their petition in my pteſence. 
They conjured” me by that generous aſſiſtance 1 
had given them in their cauſe Against Bæbius, and 
by al the obligations I lay under of ſupporting 
ny avowed clients, that I would not now deſert: | 
them, TI perceived the ſenate was inclined to 
grant this petition, | by that general aſſent which 
b the uſual forerunner of all their deerèes. Where- 
upon I roſe up and told the houſe, that I no long - 
er inſiſted upon the reaſonableneſs of the excuſe 
[ had alledged: and they were pleaſed with the 
reſpectful modeſty of my anſwer. I was determin- 
ed in this reſolution, not only becauſe 1 found 
it agreeable to the inclinations of the ſenate 
(which indeed had great weight with me), but for 
many other, tho leſs. important conſiderations. 
reflected, that our anceſtors thought themſelves 
wliged to engage voluntarily i in defence of thoſe 
particular perſons, with how. they were united ny 
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lation. Beſides, I conſidered-the danger as well as 
the fatigue I went thro? in the laſt cauſe I under. 


the merit of my former ſervices, by denying them 


and tho* you oblige them ever ſo often, they vil 
forget a thouſand compliances, and yet remember 
a ſingle denial, I conſidered likewiſe, that Claſ: 
ſſcus being dead, the great objection of expoſing 
a ſenator, was removed; and that in undertaking! 
this defence, I ſhould merit the ſame thanks as! 
it he were alive, without the hazard of giving any 
particular offence, In a word, I thought if I com- 
 pbed with their deſires in this inſtance, I could 
With a better grace deny my aſſiſtance to them in 


cus and Diomed in t 


_ ** neration,.-We ſee Diomed and Glaycus agreeing. not to bc 
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by the laws of hoſpitality, and that there. 
fore it would be highly ungenerous to abandon a 
collective body, to whom I ſtood in the fame re. 


took for this province, and I was unwilling to loſe 


this, For ſuch is the diſpoſition of mankind, the 
favor you refuſe, cancels all you have confer d; 


any future cauſe, where I might have perſonal 
«15 19 e 5 Bü reaſon b 
The observation of Euſtathius upon the interview of Glau- 
| * 6th 1liad, as tranflated by Mr. Pope in his 
notes upon that place, will throw d light upon this paſſages 
which may be of ſervice to the Engliſh Reader, “Ihe Jaw 
60 of hoſpitality, (ſays he) were anciently held in great veneray 
* tion. The friendſhip contraed: thereby wag; ſo, facred 
that they preferred it to all the bonds of conſanguinity and 
alliance, and accounted it obligatory to the 3d and 4th gey 


« 


enemies during the whole courſe of a war, only ecauſe thei 
„ prandfathers had been mutual gueſts,--They preſerved ul 
their families the preſents which had been made on theſe oy 
*« cafions, as obliged to tranſmit to their children the memo 
te rials of their right of „„ nn nn el 


III. 
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| volumes Pomponius Had 4 very g. 
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reaſ6ns för declining to be their cbütfel. For 
an our offices Have their limits; and the beſt way 
of reſerving to gürſelves the liberty” 'of refuſing 
where WE would, is to comply Where we can. 
Thus you have heard the motives which influenc- 
ed me in this tranſactien: it now remains that” 
you give me you ſentiments, Which 1 ſhall receive! 
with equal pleaſure, either as an inſtanee of your 
n, wal 4 \ ſahtiofy to . condbett Fsreuel. 
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Ie che pledfute 0 End; you are ifs o get an al- 
mirer of my unele's Gate, as im to have 
a complete colle&ion' of th Wm; thd for that | pur- 
poſe defite me 6 fend you an account of all the. 
reeatifes HE wrote. am bo int thein out to you 
in the order in whick they were compoſed? for 
however immaterial that fray ſend, it is a fort of 
nformation not at all une ptable to men of let- 
rs. The firſt Ble Ho publiſhed,” was tteatiſe 
concerning the at of Aus b ſovelin cn Bur ſoblick: 
this he wrote When he” cotntranded a troop of 
horſe, and it is ern up with get accuracy and 


judgment. Te life of Pomipontus Secundlts, 1 in to | 


for him; anti he thobght He bwed this tribüre ts : 
his memory. be 2 F the wars in Germany, 
twenty books, in which he gave an account of 
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all the battles, we were engaged in againſt that 
nation. A dream which he had When he 
ſerved in the army in Germany, firſt ſug · 
geſted to him the deſign of this work. He 


imagined that Druſus Nero (who extended his 
conqueſts very far into that country, and there 
loſt his life) appeared to him in his ſleep, and 


conjured him not to ſuffer his memory to be 

| buried in oblivion. He has left us likewiſe: a 
treatiſe upon eloquence,” divided into ſix volumes, 

In this work he takes the orator from his cradle, 


and leads him on till he has cartied him ub to the 


higheſt point of perfection in this art. In the 
latter part of Nero 8 reign, when, the tyrapny, of 
the times made it dangerous to engage in ſtudies 
of a more free and elevated ſpirit, he publiſhed 


a piece of criticiſm in eight books, concerning 
ambiguity i in expreſſion. He has completed the 
hiſtory which Aufidius Baſſus left unfiniſned, and 
has added to it thirty books. And laſtly;. he has 
left thirty-ſeyen books upon, the ſubject of na- 
tural hiſtory; this is a work of great compaſs and 
7 learning, and almoſt as full of variety as nature 
herſelf. Lou will wonder how a man ſo engaged 
as. he was, could find time to compoſe ſuch a 
number of books; and ſome of them too upon 
abſtruſe ſubjects. But your ſurprize will riſe ſtill 
Naber. when you dean that *r ſome time he en- 


188 ige 


— 
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Book III. OF PLINT. 1 137 
gaged in the profeſſion of an advocate, that he 
died in- the fifty ·ſixth year, that from the time of 
his quitting, the bar to his death he was employed 
in the execution of the higheſt poſts, and in the 
ſervice of his prince. But he had a quick appre- 
henſion, joined, to unwearied application. In ſum- 
mer he always, began his, ſtudies as ſoon as it was 
night; in winter generally at one in the 
morning, but nęyer later than two, and often at 
midnight. No man ever ſpent leſs time in bed; 
nſomuch that he would; ſometimes, without re- 
tiring from his book, take a ſhort ſleep, and then 
purſue his ſtudies. Before day-break. he uſed to 

wait upon Veſpaſian; who likewiſe choſe that ſea- 

ſon to tranſact buſineſs. 5 When he had finiſhed 

the affairs which that, emperor. committed to his 
charge, he returned Hae, again. to his ſtudies. 

540 241 18 . Aon Bo e 
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8 The Aideäbodon of time among the owing wor ex. 
tremely different from the method in uſe amongſt us. They 
meaſured the night into. four equal parts; which they called 
watches, each containing the {pace of three hours; and part of 
theſe they devoted either to the pleaſures of the nb or to 
| tudy. The natural day they divided into twelye hours, the 
firſt beginning with ſun-riſe, and the laſt ending with ſun-ſet ; 
by which means their wg Ar . a non leng * „varying 
according to the different ſeaſons o year. The time for 

buſineſs Pogkn with ſun-riſe, and continued to the aich our, * 
being that of dinner, which wich them was only a ſlight repaſt. 
From thence to the ſeventh hour was a time of repoſe; a 
on which fill prevails in Italy. The eighth hour was em- 


wif in bodily exerciſes 2 aſter Thich they n bathed, 
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After a ſhort and light repaſt at-16on"(agreeably 
to the good old cuſtom of our anceſtors) he would 
frequently in the ſummer, if he Was diſengaged 
from buſineſs, repoſe himſelf in the ſun ; during 
which time ſome author was read to him, from 
| whence he made extracts and obſervations, as in- 
deed this was his conſtant method whatever bock 
: he read: for it was a maxim of his, that „ n 
* vas ſo bad, but ſome ing might be 
learned from it.“ When this was over, he ge- 
nerally went into the cold bath, andd as ſbon as he 
eame out of it, juſt took 4 Night refreſhment, and 
then repoſed hitniſclf for a little while. Thus, as if 
ir had been a new day, he immediateſy refurned 
his ſtudies fill fupper- time; when à book was agiin 
read to him, upon which he would fab ſome hafty 
remarks. I remember once his Read? having 
pronounced a word wrong, ſomebody at the table 


made him repeat it again; upon which my uncle 
aſked his friend if he underſtood" it? Who ac- 


| knowledging that he did; why then, faid he, would 
ou make him go back again? We haut la this in- 
terruption above ten lines: ſo covetous was this great 
man of time! In ſummer he. always roſe from 
| ſupper by day- light; and in winter as ſoon as it 
was dark: and this was an in variable law with him. 
Such was his manner of life amidlt the noiſe and 
burry of the down: 2 but in the rn! W whole 
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time was devoted to ſtudy without intermiſſion, 
excepting only when he bached; But in this excep- 
tion I include no more than the time he'was ac- 
tally in the bach; for all the while he was rubbed 
and wiped, he was employed either in hearing ſome 
book read to him, or in dickating himſelf. In is 
journies he loſt no time from His ſtudies, but his 
mind at thoſe ſeaſons being diſengaged from altother 
thoughts, applied itself wholly" to that ſingle pur- 
fut. A ſecretaty ' conſtantly” attended him in his 
chariot, who, ifi the winter, wore a particular ſort 
of warm gloves, that the ſharpneſs of the weather 
might not occafion any interruptlon to his ſtudies: 
and for the fatne reaſon my uncle always uſed a 

chair in Rome. 1 remember he once reprobed 
me for walking: ak You r might, faid he, employ 
„ thoſe” hours to more advantage: for he 
thought” all time was Toft; that was not given to 
ſtudy. By this extraordinary: application hefound 
time to Roe ” A volumes, ee one 
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hundred and ſixty vhich he left me, conſiſting of 
a kind of common: place, written on both ſides, in a 
very ſmall character; ſo that one might fairly rec. 
kon the number conſiderably more. I have heard 
him ſay, when he was comptroller of the revenue in 
Spain, Largius Licinivs offered him four hundred 
thouſand -< ſeſterces for | theſe manuſcripts: and 
yet they were not then quite ſo numerous. When 
you reflect upon the books he has read, and the 
volumes he has wrote, are you not inclined to ſuſ. 
pect that he never was engaged in the affairs of 
the public, or the ſervice of his prince A On the 
other hand, when vou are informed how indefa- 
tigable he was in his ſtudies, are. you not diſpoſed 

to, wonder that he read and wrote na more? For, 

on one ſide, what obſtacles would not the buſi- 

7 neſs of a court, throw i in his way? And on the: other, 
what is it that, ſuch intenſe, application might 
not perform? ? , cannot but ſmile cherefore when 

I hear myſeif called a ſtudious man, who! in com- 

pariſon to him am a mere loiterer. But why do 1 1 
mention myſelf, who am diverted from theſe pur- 
ſuits, by numberleſs affairs both public and pri- 
vate? Even they Whoſe whole byes, are en- 
gaged in ſtudy, muſt bluſh when placed i in the 
fame view with bim. Bu have run out. my letter, 


1 perceive, bly ond the extent 1 at firſt ain 


0855 1 nen 


8 About wy of « our nner. 


K 


Böck II. OF BEIN. I 41 


which was * to inform you, as you! deſired, 
what treatiſes he has left behind him. But I truſt 
this will not be leſs acceptable to you than the 
books themſelves, as It may poſſibly, not o nly 
raiſe” your cutioſity to read his works, but your 
emulation to copy his WN by ſome attempts 
of the ops nature. Wet lo a yrs f . 
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1} # FRITY 
1 To -Tacehy reikfedwith alas thine was left 
me, a ſtatue of Corinthian braſs. It is ſmall in- 
deed, but well executed, at leaſt if I have any judg · 
ment; which moſt certainly in matters of this ſort, 
as is perhaps in in all others, is extremely defeRtive, 
However, I think I have a taſte to diſcover the 
beauties of this figure: as it is naked, the faults, 
if there be any, as well as the perfections, are 
more obſervable. It repreſents an old man in a 
veins, and wrinkles are ſo ſtrongly expreſſed, that 
you would imagine the figure to be animated. 
The character is well preſerved throughout every 
part of the body: the hair: is thin, the fore 
head broad, the face ſhriveled, the throat lank, 
the arms languid, the breaſt fallen, and the belly 
ſunk; as the whole turn and air of the figure 
n is * of old age. It appears to be 
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142 THE LETTERS Book III. 
antique from the color of the braſs. In ſnuort, it 
is. a performance ſo highly finiſhet as to metit 
the attention of the moſt curious, and to af. 
ford at che ſame time pleaſure ta the moſt common 
abſerver: aud this induced me, N) am a mere 
noyice in this art, to buy it. But L did fo, not 
with any intent of placing it in my own houſe, 
(for I have nothing of that kind there) but 
with a deſign of fixing it in ſame; conſpicnous place 
in my native province, perhaps in the temple of 
Jupiter: for it is a preſent well worthy of a temp 
and a god. I deſire therefore you would, with that 
care which you always execute my requeſts, , give 
immediate orders for a pedeſtab tu be made for it. 
| Itrave the choice of the marble id you, but let my 
name be engraven upon it, and, if yon think 
proper, my titles. I will ſend the ſtatue by the firſt 
opportunty; or poſſibly, (ich I am ſure you will | 
like better) I may bring it myſelf: for b intond, if 
T can find leiſure,” womakeian encurſion to you. 
This is à piece of news which E KnĩM you: wilhre« 
joe to hear; but pu will: m change your 
countehance whe P tell you, my: viſtt will he only 
for a few days: for the ſame buſineſs rhat n de- 
ins ne bers vil brett nf ruling br 
mn Fr." St 366970 i big einm Wl! 
e i tis ban dun vodw ot 28 „ 06: 
sd 07 j 2, blot He dg of n 
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AM juſt now inforined; chat Silius Tealiciis Hd | 
ſtarved himſelf to death, at his villa near 
Naples. Having been aMiaed wih an impoſt- 
hume, which was deemed incurable, he grew weary 
of life under ſuch uncafy cireumſtances, and there 
fore put an end to it, with the moſt determined 
courage. He had been extremely fortunate o? 
the whole courſe of kis days, cXcepting 'only the 
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toſs of His younger ſon; however, That was made 


up to him in ehe ſatisfaction of Teeing his eldeft, 
who is of a more amiable character, attain the con- 
ſular dignity, and of leaving Him in a very floriſh- 
ing ſituation. 'He ſuffered à Title in his repu- | 
tation in the time of Nero, Having been ſuſpe&ed 
of forwardly" joining in ſome of the informations ; 


which were Earried-on in the reign of that prince ; | 


but he made uſe of his intereſt in Vitellius, with 
great diſeretion and humanity: He acquired much 
honor by his adminiſtration of the government of 
Alia; and by his approved behavior, after His re 
contin U buſineſs; cleared his character from 
that ſtain which His former intrigues had thrown - 
upon it. He lived among the nobility of Rome, PE 
without power, and conſequently without envy. 
Tho, he frequently. was Er to his Bed, and 
14 he 0 — 22 : 
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ſpected, and much viſited ;, not with à view to his 
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wealth, but merely on account of his merit 


He employed his time between converſing * 
men of letters, and compoſing of verſes; whi 


he ſometimes recited, in order to try the ſenti- 
ments of the public: but he diſcovered in them 
more induſtry than genius. In the decline of 
his years he entirely quitted Rome, and lived al- 
together in Samet from whence even the ac- 


ceſſion of the ne emperor could not draw him. 


A circumſtance which I mention as well to the 


honor of the prince, Who was not diſpleaſed with 
that liberty, as of Italicus, Who was not afraid 


to make uſe of it. He vas repraached with being 


fond of all the elegancies: of che fine arts to a 


degree of exceſs. He had ſeveral Villas in the 
fame province, ang, the laſt purchaſe was always 
the chief favorite, to the  negle&t of the reſt. They 
| were all furniſhed with, large collections of books, 


ſtatues and pictures, which he mote chan enjoyed, 


he even adored; particularly that of Virgil, of 
whom he was ſo > paſſionate an admirer, that he ce · 
 kbrared the anpiyerſary of thar poet's; birthday 
with more ſolemnity than his own; eſpecially. at 
Naples, where he uſed to approach," 9 Area with 
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N x57 jay are- lil Ga mdnum t e which 


, is called Virgil's tomb, But Mr. Adilifon!* thinkey in ber, 


— Certain, that this tomb ſtood on the other 
looks towards 1 mount Valurio.” Addiſon" $ Travels, 
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as much reverence as if it had been a temple. In 
this tranquility he lived to the ſeventy- fifth year of 
his age, with a delicate, rather than a ſickly con- 
ſtitution. It i is remarkable, that as he was the laſt 
perſon upon whom Nero conferred the conſular 
office (that prince being killed during his conſul- 


ſhip) fo he was the aft alſo that. ſurvived of 
all thoſe who had' been raiſed by him to that dignity. 


WhenT conſider this, 1. cannot forbear lamenting the 


tranſitory condition of mankind, Is there any thing | 


in nature ſo ſhort and limited as human life, even 
in its moſt extended period ? ? Does it not ſeem to | 
you, my friend; but yeſterday, that Nero was upon 
the throne? and) yet not one of all thoſe who were 
conſuls in his reign now remains ! But why ſhould 
wonder at an event ſo common? Lucius Piſo 
the father of that Piſo Who was infamouſly aſſaſſi- 
nated by Valerius Feſtus in Africa) uſed to ſay, he 
id not ſee one perſon in the * ſenate who fart 1 in 
that houſe when he was conſul: ſuch multitudes are 
ſwept away in ſo ſhart a ſpace !' I am therefore fo 
far from thinking thoſe tears of Xerxes need any 


Vor. 1. n K e apology, 


p. 164. Mabillen, i in bis Mal Ital. Sh 112, ann the aer 
epitaph was dug up there: 22771 


Siftite wiatores que/+, pouce _ 
Hic fitus et Maro . 


Stay travellers, I beg, x and read this ſhort lſwigcons 
Here lies Maro! 
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apology, that in my judgment hiſtory does honor to 
his character, which informs us, that when this 
| prince had attentively ſurveyed his immenſe army, 
he could not refrain from weeping, with the 
thought that ſo many thouſand lives would fo ſoon 
 beextindt. The more ardent therefore ſhould our 


exiſtence, by acquiſitions of glory, if not in the 
active ſcenes of life (which is not always in our 
own power) yet however in thoſe of ſtudy and 


live long, let us tranſmit to poſterity ſome me- 


you want not any incitement to virtue; but the 
; warmth of my affection for you, inclines me to for- 
ward you in the courſe you already purſue; as J 
have often found myſelf encouraged by your 
| 2 exhortations. How glorious | is the con. 


5 mate Ek ok 5 ty in * purſuits x im- 
mortal fame ! Farewel, . 


relation, which I had * of the N moſt illu- 
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zeal be to lengthen out this ſhort portion of 


contemplation ; and ſince it is not granted us to 


morial that we have at leaſt LIVED. I well know, 


© 4 'wie* 
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HE obliging manner in which you defire me 


to confer the * military tribunate upon your 
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d This was a title given to all ſenatots, | in x the © times of the , 
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ſtrious Neratius Marcellus for yourſelf, is agreeable 
to that reſpect with which you always treat me. 
As it would have given me great pleaſure to have 
ſeen you in that poſt, ſo it will not be leſs accept- 
able to me to have it beſtowed upon one whom 
you recommend. For hardly, I think, would it 
be conſiſtent to wiſh a man advanced to honors, 
and yet envy him a title far nobler than any other 
he can receive, even that of a generous and an 
affectionate relation. To deſerve and to grant fa- 
| vors, is the faireſt point of view in which we can 
be placed; and this amiable character will! be 
yours, if you reſign t6 your friend,” what is due 
to your own merit. 1 muſt acknowledge at the 
ſame time, 1 am by this means advaneing my o] 
reputation, as the world will learn from hence, 
that my friends not only have it in their power to 
enjoy ſuch an honorable poſt, but to diſpoſe of it. 
| readily therefore comply with your generous re- 
queſt; and as your name is not yet entered upon 
the roll; I can without difficulty inſert Silyanus's 
in its ſtead: and may he accept this good office 
at your hands with the fame grateful diſpoſition | 
that C am ſure you will receive. mne. F den 
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LETTER IX. i Mnorranys, + 
IAM now at leiſure to inform you of the grea 
fatigue I underwent in defence of the province 
of Bætica; a cauſe which tumed upon a variety of 
facts, and took up ſeveral days. Cæcilius Clif. 
ſicus was governor of Bætica, the year that Marius 
Priſcus enjoyed the ſame honor in Africa. Cæci 
had exerciſed his authority with great violence and 
oppreſſion. , He was a native of Afr ica, a8 P riſcus 
was of Bætica; in alluſion to which the ſe peop le 
vſed archly to. {ay,. (as reſentment often gives a 
certain agreeable. ſprightlineſs) me ore paid in ow 
een cin. The only difference between them 
was, that, Marius was proſecuted by a ſinglę city, 
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This ſeems to be one of thaſe paſſages to which item: 
polhblc! crear z neden do gefiice :; bus, perhaps 
even fer the mol ſkilfol, in the original language to enter into 


its true ſpirit. The Expreſſion, eee ee NY 
more than this,;,** I have received a misfortune and returned | 
eit.“ C Deu le Wade I hk Qhere 8a not ap- } 
2 leaſtl ait of wit or raillerf: An inſtance of che ſame 
kind occurs in B. 4. Let. 11. Where our author commends 1 
ſarcaſm of Valerius Licinianus, as the mot ene Thee 
imaginable; when yet there ſeems to be little in it to deſerve 
that character. In both caſes it is highly probable, that the 
force of the raillery conſiſted either in fome alluſion, which | 
we cannot diſcover at this diſtance; or the words themſelves, | 
perhaps, might, by ſome double meaning, carry a fenſe when 
they Were ſpoken, which is now lat. Nar is it to be wondered, 
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Jered, 
we 


and ſeveral private perſons; whereas the charge 
againſt Claſſicus was brought by the whole united 
province of Bætica. He eſcaped, however, the 
conſequences of this impeachment, either by an 
accidental or voluntary death, I know not which. 
It is certain at leaſt, the world threw upon him 
the imputation of the latter; tha? I muſt confeſs 
that point is to me extremely doubtful. For as on 
the one hand, it is in general reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that any man ſhould rather chooſe to die, than 
be arraigned of a crime which he could not clear 
himſelf of; fo on the other, it is ſurpriſing, that 
he who was not aſhamed to commit ſa baſe 
an action, ſnhould yet haye courage. enough = 
to prefer death to the + diſgrace, of à public 
conviction, Nevertheleſs, the Bætici- perſiſted 
in going on with the proſecution. This privilege, 


of which the laws admit, was now, after long 
diſuſe, revived in the, preſent; inſtance, They 


went. farther; and inſiſted 7 that his accomplices | 
ſhould likewiſe: be proceeded. againſt at the ſame 
time. I was counſel for the province, together 
with Lucceius een mes Vas wenn with me. 

K $8: E e 


we ſhould be Tae a  Iifficulty of this kind, When the Romans 


themſelves, as Quinctilian informs us, were, even in his time, 
at a loſs to diſcover the true humor of ſeveral of Cicero's oc- 
caſional Bon Mort, in that collection of them which were then 


extant; and that penetrating critie aſſures us, that tho many 


had endeavored to clear up and explain the force and pro- 


priety of them, the aden bad always ye uaſuccelsfub 
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150 THE LETTERS Book III. 
He is a copious and elegant orator ; and tho? I al. 
ways loved him, yet being aſſociated with him in 
this cauſe, has conſiderably heightened my affec. 
tion for him. There is ſomething in the purſuit of 
fame, eſpecially of the eloquent kind, that is ſelf. 
ih, unſociable, and jealous of participation; but 
there was no rivalſhip between us, and we united 
our joint efforts in the management of this cauſe, 


without giving into any ſeparate or private views 


of our own. We thought the point in queſtion was 
of too much importance, and of too complicated 
a nature, for each of us to be limited to a ſingle 
ſpeech. We were apprehenſive we ſhould neither 
have ſtrength, nor time, to make good our charge 
againſt ſo many parties, if we comprized them all 
under one general accuſation. Such a variety of 
perſons and facts would be apt to confound, as wel 
as weary, the attention of the judges. Beſides, in 


that collective way of proceeding, either the in- 


tereſt of ſome might prove a protection to all the | 
reſt ; or the moſt inconſiderable of the party might 
be ſacrificed to the juſtice of their country, in order | 
to favor the eſcape of thoſe of a more conſpictous | 
rank: for partiality never exerts itſelf with more 
ſucceſs, than when it is concealed under the ſpeci- | 
ous appearance of ſeverity. We remembered the 

advice of Sertorius, who directed the ſtrongeſt ſol- | 
dier to tear off the wry 8 tail at once, a and the 


weakeſt 


p | 
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weakeſt to pull it off hair by hair. — But you know 
the * ſtory. In the ſame manner we thought we had 
no other way to cope with ſuch a numerous body of 
criminals, but by attacking them ſingly. Our firſt 
and principal point was to prove Claſſicus guilty, 
which would prepare the way to his accomplices; 
for till that was done, it would not be poſſible to 
fix any thing upon them. Amongſt theſe we 
ingled out Bæbius Probus, and Fabius Hiſpanus, 
whom we thought proper to join with Claſſicus: 
theſe perſons were conſiderable by their intereſt, 
and Hiſpanus in particular by his eloquence. 
There was no difficulty in proving the charge 
zoainſt Claſſicus, for there was found among his 
papers an account under his own. hand of the ſeve- 
tal ſums he had taken, and upon what occaſions. 

A letter was alſo produced which he ſent to one 
„Ihe ſtory, as related by Valerius Maximus, is to this ure. 
poſe : Sertorius being proſcribed by Sylla, put himſelf at the 
head of the Luſitani. Theſe people, upon a certain occaſion, 
were for attacking at once the whole Roman army, greatly ſu- 
perior to them in numbers. Sertorius endeavoured to diſſuade 
them, by all the arguments in his power, from ſo raſn a pur- 
poſe ; but finding Fs oratory prevailed nothing, he ordered 
two horſes to be brought before him, and calling a young luſty 
ſoldier, and a worn-out veteran, he directed the former to 
pull off the horſe's tail at once, and the other by degrees. 
The conſequence was, the young man exerted all his ſtrength _ 
in vain, while the old fellow performed his tafk. '' Thus, ſays 
that author, theſe. rude ungovernable people, who were run- 
ning headlong to their deſtruction, were convinced by this vi- 
ible repreſentation, of the juſtneſs of that advice, which had 
no influence upon them ia the way of reaſoning. Val. Max, 


. 7. L. . 
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of his miſtreſſes at Rome, wherein he expreſſes 
himſelf in theſe words: Rejorce with me, for I an 
Preparing. to return io yon; and in ſuch a manner 
as to have nothing to fear from my creditors, having 
raiſed four millions * of ſeſterces upon the Betici, 
But it coſt us much time and pains. to make 
good the articles againſt  Hiſpanus and Probus. 
Before I came to the particular crimes alledged 
_ againſt them, I thought it extremely neceſſary to 
prove, that to be the agents and miniſters of a 
governor in matters manifeſtly unjuſt, was in 
itſelf criminal. For they did not pretend to 
deny the fact, but pleaded in their excuſe, that 
they were officers under Claſſicus, and therefore 
obliged to obey his orders. Claudius Reſtitutus, 
who was counſel on their ſide, aſſured me, he 
never was more perplexed and confounded than 
when he perceived J had ſeized this poſt, in 
which he had placed all his ſtrength and confi- | 
dence ; tho na man is more expert and vigi- 
lant in his profeſſion, or more prepared againſt a 
ſurprize, The fenate decreed, that an account 
ſhould be taken of what effects Claſſicus was pol- | 
ſeſſed of before he went into his government, 
which ſhould be given to his daughter, and di- 
rected the overplus to be divided among the un. 
happy ſufferers, The decree added farther, that 
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his creditors ſhould refund whatever monies they 
had received fince his return. Hiſpanus and Pro- 
bus were ſentenced to be baniſhed for five years: 
ſo very atrocious did that conduct now appear, 
which ſeemed at firſt to be doubted whether it 
was criminal or not. A few days afterwards we 
proceeded: againft Clavius Fuſcus, who married 
the daughter of Claſſicus, and Stillonius Priſ- 

cus, who commanded a troop under him; but 

with very different ſucceſs: for the former was 
acquitted, and the latter baniſhed Italy for two | 
years. At the third hearing, we thought it ad- 
viſable to join ſeveral accomplices in one gene- 
ral charge, leſt by protracting this affair any 
longer, even juſtice herſelf ſhould be quite ſpent 
and worn out. We had indeed deſignedly re- 


ſerved the moſt inconſiderable of the perſons con- 


cerned to this day; the wife of Claſſicus only 
excepted, againſt whom, tho there was ſtrong 
ſuſpicion, the proofs were by no means thought 
clear: as to his daughter, who was likewiſe in 
the number of the aceuſed, there was not the 
leaſt ground to charge any thing upon her. When 
therefore in the concluſion of the pleadings I 


was to take notice of her, I thought it would 1 


become me to bear hard upon one who appear- 


ed to be innocent; and therefore I ſpoke very 


fully and freely 4 in her favor, 38 there was now. no | 
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154 THE LETTERS Book III. 
danger that this would take off from the weight 
of the accuſation, as it might have done if I hag 
mentioned it in the out-ſet of the. cauſe. I addreſſ⸗- 


ed myſelf: to the deputies, and deſired they would 


tell me if they had any thing to alledge againſt 


her, which they thought they could prove; and 
_ appealed to the ſenate whether I ought to employ 


my. elaquence, if in truth I had any, to the de- 


ſtruction of the innocent: and I concluded with. 
faying, But perhaps I ſhall be aſked, if I take upon 
myſelf to att as a Judge i ? By no means: T conſider 


myſelf bowever as an advocate za out from 
amidſt that venerable body. N10 
Thus ended this por oy in h ſo many 


parties were concerned, ſome of whom were 
acquitted, but the greater number condemned, 
either to perpetual baniſhment, or for a limited 
time. The ſenate were pleaſed in the ſame de- 
cree to honor us with a very ample teſtimony in 
our favor, by expreſſing their approbation of our 
diligent, faithful, and reſolute behavior in the ma- 
nagement of this trial: the only reward equal to 
ſo laborious a taſc. Lou will eaſily conceive the 
fatigue we underwent in ſpeaking and debating 
ſo long and ſo often, and in examining, aſſiſting, 
and confuting ſuch a number of witneſſes; as well 
as what a difficult and diſagreeable taſk: we had, to 
| withſtand the Private ſolicitations, and public op- 
ee 1 
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poſition of the friends of the accuſed. To give 
you an inſtance: one of the judges themſelves, 
who thought I preſſed too hard upon a party 
whom he favored, could not forbear interrupt- 
ing me; Give me leave, ſaid I, to go on; for 
when I have ſaid all I can, be will ſtill be as i- 
nocent, as he was Before. From hence you will 


collect what a ſcene of contention I went thro, 


and what enemies I brought upon myſelf. How- 
ever it was but for a ſeaſon. For tho! honeſty : 
may, for the time, offend thoſe it oppoſes; yet it 


will at laſt be juſtified and admired, even by: * 


very perſons who ſuffer from it. 
Thus I have laid before 1 in 1. cleatift ; 
manner I am able, this whole tranſaction. You 
will regret, perhaps, the reading ſo long a letter, 
and tell me it was ſcarce worth the trouble. Aſk 
me then no more what is doing at Rome; and 
| remember, in my excuſe, that ' conſidering the 
time this trial took up, the great number of per- 
ſons concerned, and the ſeveral proceedings againſt 
them, my letter is of no unreaſonable length: and 
Ireally think I have related the whole with as much 
brevity as exactneſs. — But upon recollection 
find I muſt recall that laſt word: for I perceive, a 
little too late indeed, that I have omitted a ma- 
terial circumſtance. However, I will mention it 
here, tho” ſomething out of its place. In this I 


- 
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have. the authority of Homer, and ſeveral oth 
great names to keep me in countenance; and the 
Erities will tell you this irregular manner has it; 

| beauties: but upon my word, it is a beauty I had 
not at all in my view. One of the witneſſes, whe. 
ther in reſentment that he was ſummoned contrary 

to his inclinationz:or that he was ſuborned by ſome 

of the parties accuſed. to weaken the credit of the 
charge, deſired leave to exhibit articles againſt 
Norbanus Licinianus, one af the deputies, and a 
commiſſioner appointed to catry on the preſent 
proſecution, alledging, that he had? prevaricated 
in his charge againſt Caſta, the wife af Claſficus, | 
The laws direct, that the party accuſed ſhall be firſt 
proceeded againſt, before any information ſhall be 
received to the prejudice of the perſon ho brings 
the charge; becauſe, how far he is to be (credited 
will beſt appear from the accuſation itſelf. But ſo 
extremely odious was Norbanus, that neither the = 
authority of the laws, nor a regard to his public 
function, could protect him. He was a man df 
an infamous character, who, like many others, 
had uſed his intereſt with Domitian to very vile put- 

| poſes. He was appointed one of the commiſſion- 
ers by the province to manage this trial, not be- 
cauſe they had any opinion of his integrity, but as 


nn 


24A prevaricator is defined by the Civilians, to be one that | 
petrays the cauſe to the adverſary, and turns on the criminal? 
| ſide whom he ought to proſecute, © 
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being a declared enemy to Claſſicus, by whom he had 
been baniſhed. Norbanus deſired he might have time 
allowed him for his defence, and a copy of the at- 
ticles of his accuſation. Both which were — 
him, and he was ordered to anſwer immed; 
to the charge. He did fo; and when I conſider 
his character, I know not whether I ſhould: ſay 
with great impudence, or great courage, but un 
doubtedly with great readineſs. There were man 
things alledged againſt him, much more to his diſ- 
advantage than the crime with which he was par- 
ticularly charged. Among the reſt, Pomponius 
Rufus, and Libo Frugi, perſons of conſular dig- 
nity, depoſed, that he was counſel, in the reign of 
Domitian, for thoſe infamous wretches who had 
informed againſt Salvius Liberalis. In ſhort, Nor- 
banus was condemned and baniſhed. When there- 
fore I came to ſpeak | againſt | Caſta, I inſiſted 
ſingly upon this ſentence againſt Norbanus. But 1 
urged this'to little purpoſe; for by a very unprece- 


ing, the perſon accuſed was acquitted, while he who 
had entered into this combination in her favor, 
vas condemned. You will be curious to be in- 
formed how we, who were counſel againſt her, 
| ated in this extraordinary conjuncture. We ac- 
quainted the ſenate, that as we had received all 
dur * from * we could not, = 


dented and indeed:a:contradiftory way of proceed» | 
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he ſhould be convicted of colluſion with this wo. | 
man, proceed without new ones. After this, 
during all his trial, we fat down, without inter- 
medling in the affair. Norbanus, after his con- 
viction, continued preſent throughout the whole 
proceedings, and preſerved the ſame reſolution, 
or impudence to the laſt. And here, upon reviey- 
ing my letter 1 find I have been guilty of ano- 
ther omiſſion. I ſhould have told you, that Sal- 
vius Liberalis inveighed ſtrongly againſt the reſt 
_ of the deputies, inſiſting, that they had betrayed 
the truſt repoſed in them by the province, and 
had not brought to juſtice all the parties they 
were directed to proſecute. As he is a man of 
great warmth of temper and much eloquence, 
they were really in ſome danger. But I took 
thoſe worthy perſons under my protection, and | 
they are ſo grateful as to acknowledge I ſaved 
them from the ſtorm with which they were 
threatened. And. now, my friend, I wilt put an 
end to my letter in good earneſt; and will not 
detain you with adding a ſyllable more, even tho 
I ſhould find ſome nen ads ow Ny" 


me. Farewel. 
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Did not, it is true, acquaint you, at my laſt 
viſit, that I had compoſed ſomething in praiſe 
of your ſon; becauſe it was not written for the ſake 


of oſtentation, but merely as a private tribute of 
affection to his memory, and as a conſolation to 

me in my concern for the loſs of him. Beſi des, 
my dear Spurinna, as you told me you heard 1 


had recited, ] imagined you were informed at the 
ſame time of the ſubject; and I was unwilling to 


caſt a gloom upon your chearfulneſs i in that ſeaſon 
of gayety in which I found you, by recalling to 


your remembrance ſo ſevere a misfortune. T have 


even ſtill ſome doubt, whether I ſhould only ſend 


you what I then recited, or join with it what I de- 
ben for another eſſay : for a ſingle tract was not on- 


ly inſufficient to give due ſcope to the ſentiments 
of my heart, and ro comprize the full offerings I 
would pay to one whoſe memory I fo Infinately 


love and honor; but it ſeemed alſo more for the 
intereſt of his fame, to have it thus ſpread by ſepa- 
rate pieces. But the conſideration, that it will be 


treating you with a more friendly openneſs to 
tranſmit to you the whole now, rather than reſerve 


part of 1 it to another time, has determined me to 


Aan 


8 Srurinna's wife. 4 | WY >. A 7 Nn | 
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do ſo; eſpecially as you have aſſured me you will 
not part with it out of your hands, till I think 
proper to ſend it abroad. I beg you would giye 
me an inſtance of the ſame unreſerved freedom, 
by pointing out to me what you ſhall judge would 
be beſt altered, omitted, or added. It is difficult 
(and I know it by what I feel myſelf) for a mind 
in affliction to attend to ſuch little cares. However, 
as you would direct a painter or ſtatuary who was 

repreſenting the figure of your ſon, what parts 
| he would retouch or expreſs, ſo I hope you wil 
guide and inform my hand in this more durable, | 
or (as you are pleaſed to think it) this immortal 
= picture of his mind, which I am endeavoring to 

draw: for the nearer it ſhall reſemble the origi- 
nal, and the more finiſhed it ſhall be, ſo much 
; the more Luk it is l to prore. F aremel, 


LETTER XI. 2 Tous Gaxiron. 


IT i is the generous diſpoſition of Artemidorus to 
1 heighten the good offices of his friends; and 
in that light you muſt look, u pon thoſe ſtrong g pro- 
feſſions he makes of his obligations to me. It is | 

true, indeed, when the PRINT x were * expelled 
Rome, 


# 


+ = Domitian baniſhed the philoſophers not only from Rome | 
but Italy, as Suetonius and A. Gellius * us: among theſe 
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Rome, I went to ſee him at his houſe near the city, 


and I ran the greater hazard in paying him that 
viſit, as I was at that time Prætor. I likewiſe ſup- 
plied him with a - conſiderable ſum to diſcharge 
ſome debts he had contracted upon very glorious 
occaſions, tho* I was'obliged to borrow the money 
myſelf ;- while his other friends, who both in power 


and fortune were capable of aſſiſting him, ſtood 
calmly at a diſtance without contributing any re- 
lief to his diſtreſs. This I did under the diſcou- 
raging inſtances before my eyes of the ſufferings of 
ſeven of my friends; Senecio, Ruſticus, and Helvi- 


dus being juſt then put to death, at the ſame time 


that Mauricus, Gratilla, Arria, and Fennia were ſent 5 
into exile. And ſcorched as I was with the lighten- 


ing of the ſtate, which thus flaſhed round me, I had 


oreat reaſon to expect it would not belong befo re 5 
it deſtroyed me too. But 1 do not eſteem myſelf 
upon that account, as meriting the high encomiums 
my friend beſtows upon me: all I pretend to 


is, that I was not guilty of the infamous meanneſs 


of abandoning him in his misfortunes. I had, as 
far as the difference of our ages would admit, a 
friendſhip for his. father. in- law Muſonius, whom 1 
both loved and eſteemed... Artemidorus bimſelf 
I made acquaintance with when I was military 
tribune in Syria, where I entered into the ftrifteſt 


intimacy with kim. And I value myſelf upon 


Vor. I. N "_ 
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having given this firſt mark of ſomething right 
in my diſpoſition,” that J ſo early difcoveret the 
merit of this amiable man, who if he is not a phi- 
loſopher, exceedingly reſembles one; I am ſure at 
leaſt, of all thoſe who take upon themſelves that 
title, I know none of a more ſincere and unaffected 
integrity. I forbear to mention how patient he 
is of heat and cold, how indefatigable in labor, 
| how abſtemious in the pleaſures of the table, and 
bow abſolutely he reſtrains all his "appetites ; for 

__ theſe qualities, conſiderable as they would cer. 
nainly be in any other character, are rendered lef 
conſpicuous to him, by the ſuperior luſtre of thoſe 
more extraordinary virtues wich recommended 
him to Muſonius fora ſon-in-law, in preference 
to ſo many others f and rahks' who paid their ad- 
dreſſes to his daughter. I cannot therefore but 
be highly ſenfible of te advantageous terms in 
which he ſpeaks' of me to every body, and parti 
cularly to you... But J am apprehenſive (to re. 
turn to the obſerv tion with which J fer out) that 
the warmth of bris generous benevolence may 


Boo 


carry kim beyond the bottnds I deſerve: for he, . **! 
WhO is ſo five" ftom all other errors, is extreme) I do 
: apt to fall ittto this god natured one, of © over. 
[rating the merit of his TITER, W 
1 e 1411 1 Si.) 
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LETT ER XII. To CarTilivs. 


122 of your invitation to ſupper; but I 
muſt make this agreement before-hand, that 
you diſmiſs me ſoon, and treat me frugally. Let 
our entertainment abound only in philoſophical 
converſation 1 ; and even. that too with modera- 
tion. There are certain midnight parties, which 
Cato himſelf could not fafely fall in with; tho' [ 
muſt confeſs at the ſame time, that J. Cxſar *, 
when he reproaches him upon that head, exalts 
the character he endeavors to expoſe + far he de» 
ſcribes thoſe perſons. who met this reeling pa- 
triot, as bluſhing when they diſcovered who he 
was; and adds, you would haue thought that Cato 
had detected them, and not they Cato. Could he 
place the dignity of Cato in a ſtronger light, 
than by repreſenting him thus venerable even in 
his cups? As for ourſelves nevertheleſs, let tem- 
perance not only ſpread our table, but regulate 
our hours: for we are not arrived at fo high a 
reputation, that our enemies cannot cenſure us 
bur to our 2 es: pts 


8 FEED 


L ale Cæſar wrote an 1 Ant Cato wa Vic, to 
it is a * here . e 
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LETTER XIII. 7 Romans. 


Have ſent you, as you deſired, the panegyric 
I ſpoke in my late conſulſhip in honor of our 
moſt excellent * emperor; and I intended to have 
done ſo, tho you had not requeſted, it. I could 
wiſh when you peruſe it, you would conſider the 


difficulty, as well as the dignity of the ſubject. In 


other compoſitions, where the reader is not ac. 


quainted with the ſubject, the novelty of it engages 


his chief attention; but in a topic ſo known and 

exhauſted as this, he has nothing to divert him 
from conſidering the ſtile and manner of his au- 
thor, which he is at full leiſure to contemplate; 


and the writer has a hard taſk to pleaſe his readers, 


when the whole force of their criticiſm is di- 
rected to that ſingle point. But I ſhould be glad 
they would have in view the diſpoſition, the fi- 
gures, and <agnoctians I have obſerved. in this 
diſcourſe. A ſtrong imagination, and pompous 


= expreſſion will ſometimes break out in the moſt 
unpoliſhed writer; but regularity in the plan of 


a work, and propriety in the figures, is the di- 
ſtinguiſhing mark and particular privilege of an 
improved genius. 


ture ſhew te luminous Parts to more adyan- 
: tage 
» Taj an. | 


The ſhining and the elevated 
18 not-always to be purſued. As ſhades in a pic- 


gl 


Book III OF NL N NV. 1865 


tage, ſo the "OR and ſimple in mung recom- 
mends and heightens the ſublime. But I forget 
that I am talking, to one who is ſo complete a 
julge of theſe matters. 1 ſnould rather beg of 
you to point ont to me What you. ſhall think re- 
quires \ correction: for if T find you diſlike ſome 
parts, | I ſhall be more inclined to believe vou ap- 
prove 0 of the reſt. Farevel. 


1 19 914 E 155 5 
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L * T T E R xv. To wed; 


e 


AE horrid e Which hs ue of wy 
gius Macedo, ia perſon of Prætorian rank, 


lacly exerciſed upon their maſter, is ſo extremely 


tragical, that it deſerves to be the ſubject of ſome 


thing more conſiderable than a private letter; tho 
at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, there 
was a haughtineſs and ſeverity in his treatment of 


them, which ſnewed him little mindful that his 
own father was once in the ſame ſtation. They 


ſurrounded him as he was bathing, at his villa 


near Formiæ, and ſome beat him about the face 


and head; whilſt others trampled upon his breaſt, 
his belly, and his privy parts: when they ima- 
gined they had thus compleated their intentions, 
they threw him upon the burning pavement of the 
hot bath, to TORY 85 there was any een life 
* 3 DS 1 left 
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left in him. He lay there ſtretched out, and motion. 
leſs, either as really ſenſeleſs, or counterfeiting to be 
ſo; upon which they concluded him actually dead 
In this condition they brought him out, pretending 
that he had fainted away by the heat of the bath, 
Some of his more truſty ſervants received him, and 
the alarm being ſpread thro? the family, his mil. 
treſſes ran to him with the moſt violent ſhrieks. The 
noiſe of their cries, together with the freſh air, 
brought him à little to himſelf, and he gave ſigns 
(as he now ſafely might) that he was not quite dead. 
The murderers imchediately made their eſcape; 
but the greater part of them are taken, and they 
are in purſuit of the reſt. By proper application he 
was, with great difficulty, kept alive for & few days, 
and then expired; having however the ſatisfaction 
before he died of ſeeing, juſt vengeance inflicted 
on his aſſaſſins, Thus you ſee to what indignities, 
outrages, and dangers, we ate expoſed, Lenity and 
good treatment is no ſecurity from the villainies 
of your ſervants; for it is malice, and not reflection, 
that arms ſuch ruffians againſt their maſters.—80 
much for this piece of news: and now, I think, 
I am exhauſted. But you will be apt, I imagine, 
to aſk, * Is this all?” In truth it is; otherwiſe, 
you ſhould have it; for my paper and my time 
too, (as it is a holy-day with me, ), will allow. me i | 
add more. Upon recollection, however, I can tell 
| you | 


II. 


tion. 
to be 
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Book Il. GR PLENTY; 267 
you one farther eircumſtance relating to Macedo, 


which juſt now oceurs to me. As he was once in 


a public bath at Rome, a remarkable, and (as it 


ſhould ſeem by the manner of his death) an omi- 
nous accident happened to him. A flave of Mace- 
do's, in order to make way for his maſter, laid 
his hand gently upon a Roman knight, who ſud- 
denly turning round, by miſtake gave Macedo ſo 
violent a blow, that he almoſt knocked him down. 


Thus the bath ſeems to have been fatal to him by a 
kind of gradation; for firſt he received an indigr 


nity, and afterwards 0 ai Bio Ok F rend. 
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Y ou Ae me to eval your poems in my 


markable for his generous encouragement and pa 


tronage of poetical geniuſes. But you did not do me 


juſtice, if you ſuppoſed I wanted either intreaty or 


example upon. this occaſion, who not only honor 
the muſes with the moſt religious regard, but have 
alſo the warmeſt friendſhip for yourſelf : I ſhall 


therefore do what you require, with as much plea- 


fure ; as cate. I believe I may venture to declate 
Be 4 befare⸗ 
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retirement, and to examine whether they 
are fit for a public view z and after requeſting me 
to turn ſome of my leiſure hours from my own 
ſtudies to yours, you remind me that Tully was re- 
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before-hand, that your performance is extremely 
beautiful, and ought by no means to be ſuppreſſed; 
at leaſt that was my opinion when J heard youre. 
cite it: if indeed your manner did not impoſe upon 


me; for the ſkill and harmony of your elocution is 


certainly enchanting. I truſt, however, the charm- 
ing cadence did not entirely overcome the force of 
my criticiſm ; 'it might poſſibly a little ſoften its 


| ſeverity, but could not totally, I imagine, diſarm 

me of it. I think therefore I may now fafely pro- 
nounce my opinion of your poems in general; 
what they are in their ſeveral parts, I ſhall judge | 
when I read them, Farewel. 4 


„* * 


4 


LETTER xv1. 8 0 Nrros. = 


I ho 
* 


1 Have Kegebey obſerved, that 2 nent 1 


noble actions and remarkable ſayings of dif 


tinguiſhed perſons in either ſex, thoſe which have 


been moſt celebrated have not always been the 


moſt illuſtrious; and I am confirmed in this opi- 
nion, by a converſation T had. yeſterday with Fan. 
nia. This lady is grand-daughter'to that celebrated 
Arria, who animated her huſband to meet death, 
by her own glorious example. She informed 


'me of ſeveral particulars relating to Arria, not 
leſs heroical than this famous action of hers, 1 
the? bets taken notice of; „ which I am perſuaded 

| wil 


III. 


n 1s 


1 


Won III. OF PDIN T. 265 
will raiſe your admiration as much as they did 
mine. Her huſband Cæcinna Pætus, and her ſon, 
were both at the ſame time attacked with a dange- 
rous illneſs, of which the ſon died. This youth, 
who had a moſt beautiful perſon and amiable be- 
havior, was not leſs endeared to his parents by his 
virtues than by the ties of affection. His mother 
managed his funeral ſo privately that Pætus did 


not know of his death. Whenever ſhe came into 
his bed- chamber, ſhe pretended her ſon was better: 


and as often as he enquired after his health, would 
anſwer that he had reſted well, or Had eat with an 
appetite. When ſhe found 1he could no longer re- 
ſtrain her grief, but her tears were guſhing out, 
ſhe would leave the room, and having given vent 
to her paſſion, return again with dry eyes and a ſe- 
rene countenance, as if ſhe had diſmiſſed every ſen- 


timent of ſorrow at her entrance. The action 


The ſtory, as mentioned by ſeveral of the ancient hiſto- 
rians, is to this purpoſe: Pætus ue w Scribonianus, who 
was in arms in Illyria againſt Claudius, was taken after the 
death of the latter, and condemned to death. Arria, having in 
vain ſolicited his life, perſuaded him to deſtroy himſelf, rather 


than ſuffer the ignominy of falling by the executioner's hands: 


and in order to encourage him to an act, to which it ſeems he. 
was not much inclined, ſhe ſet him the example in the manner 


Pliny relates. 


« In a pleaſure-houſe EY to | the Villa Ludwiſ/a at 


„Rome there is a ſine ſtatue repreſenting this action: Pætus 
* is ſtabbing himſelf with one hand, and holds up the dying 


* Arcia with the other. Her ſinking body hangs ſo looſe, ” 5 
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dagger ſhe plunged it in her breaſt, and then pre- 
ſented it to her huſband with that ever memora. 


dered, when ſhe poke and acted thus, ſhe had the 
courage and ſupport her. But was it not ſome- 
thing much greater, without the view of ſuch 
powerful motives, to hide her tears, to conceal 
ber grief, and chearfully frem nenn When 
ſhe was ſo no more? 


who was of his party, was brought priſaner to 
Rome. When they were going to put him on 


might be permitted to go with him: Certainh, 
| faid ſhe, you cannot refuſe a man of conſular dignity, 


will take me, I alone will perform that office. This 
mo OY ug wo not obtain; | | upon which 


: if e every joint were bed, * Wright $ Ae p. 334. Mar- 


_ 14 qua frdes, vulnus quod feci non dolet, in uit, 8 | | 
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was, no doubt, truely noble, when drawing the 


ble, 1 had almoſt faid that divine expreſſion, Pe. 
tus, it is not painful. It muſt however be conſi- 


Scribonianus had Minis up arms in „ Ilhrix 
ami Claudius, where having loſt his life, Pætus, 


as he is, a few ſlaves to wait upon bim; but if you 


; the 


| tial alſo has celebrated this heroic action in a famous epigram: 


Ca a ſuo gladium cum "wadiret Arria Pæro, 5 Fe 
Duem ae wiſceribus traxerat ip/a ſuis 1 


Fed qued tu facies, hoc mihi, Pate, dolet. 5 


When from her breaſt, chaſte Arria ſnarch'd the ſword, 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, EY 
My wound, ſhe ſaid, believe me, does not ſmart ; $2, 
is thine alone, my Pætus, pains my heart. 


hoo IM r PAN 57 
ſhe hired a ſmall fiſhing-veſſel, and bela ventured 
to follow the ſhip. At her return to Rome, ſhe 
met the wife of Seribonianus in the emperor's pa- 
lace, who preffing her to diſcover all ſhe knew of 
that inſurreftion, 7/Þat! ſaid the, Hall I regard thy = 
advice, hv ſaw thy buſband murdered even in 
thy very arms, and yet ſurviveſt bim? An expreſ- 
fion which phinly ſhews, that the noble manner in 
which ſhe put an end to her life, was no unpreme-. 
ditated effect of ſudden paſſion. | When Thraſea, 
who married her daughter, was diſſuading her from 
her purpoſe of deſtroying herſelf, and among other 
arguments vhieh he uſed, ſaid to her, Mould you 
then adviſe your daughter to die with me, if my life 
were to be taken from me? Myſt certainly. T wonld, 
ſhe replied, if Me had. lived as long and in 4s much 
harmony with you, as I have with my Pætus. 
This anſwer; greatly heightened the alarm of her 
family, and made them obſerve her for the future 
more narrowly; which, when. the perceived, ſhe _ 
aſſured them, all their caution: would be to no pur - 
poſe. Tou may oblige me, Said the, to exerute y] 
reſolution in a way that will gibt me more pain, 
but it is impoſſible you ſhould prevent it. She had 
ſcarce ſaid this, when ſhe ſprang from her chair, 
and running her head with the utmoſt violence a- 
gainſt the wall, ſhe fell down, in appearance dead. 
But being brought to herſelf, I told you, ſaid ſhe, 
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if you would not ſuffer me to take the eaſy paths 10 


death, I ſbould make my way:to it thro) ſome more 


difficult paſſage. Now, is there not, my friend, 
ſomething much greater in all this, than the ſo- 


much-talked of, Petus, it is not painful ?. to 


which, indeed, it ſeems. to have led the way: and 
Ih, this laſt is the favorite wie of fame, while all 


$ # > © *3 


Whence.. 1 cannot but . f prog 1 ned + in 
the beginning of my letter, that the moſt famous 
 aRions are not n the ma noble Farepel. 


L E TT 'E R XVI To Stars, ; 
O what - ſhall 45 Andie your bag ſilence? 
Is it want of health, or want of leiſure that 


” prevents your writing? Or is it, perhaps, that 


you have no opportunity of conveying your let: 
ters? Free me, I intreat you, from the perplexity 


of theſe doubts; for they are more, be aſſured, 


than Jam able to ſupport; and do ſo, even tho it 


be at the expence of an exprefs meſſenger: I will 


gladly bear his charges, and even reward him too, 
mould he bring me the news I wiſn. As for my- 
ſelf, I am well, if That, with any propriety; can 
be ſaid of a man, who lives in the utmoſt ſuſpenſe 

_ and namen under tue > apprelicairon! 3 all the ac- 
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cidents which can | poſſibly befall the mend he 


moſt Oy” loves. ; F arewel. 


LETT E u XVII T 0 SEVERUS. IP 


Is obliged by my conſular office to com- 
pliment the emperor in the name of the re- 


public; but after I had performed that ceremony 
in the ſenate 1 in the uſual manner, and as fully 48 


the time and place would allow, 1 thought it a- 


greeable to the affection of a good ſubject, to en. 
large thoſe general heads, and extend them into a 


complete Uilcburſe, My principal view in doing 


I 


ſo, was, to confirm the emperor in his virtues, by 
paying that tribute of applauſe to them which they 
ſo juſtly deſerve; and at the ſame time to direct 
future princes, not in the formal way of lecture, 
but by his more engaging example, to thoſe paths 55 
they muſt purſue, if they would attain the ſame 


heights of glory. To. inſtruct princes how to 
form their conduct, is a noble, but difficult taſk, 


and may, perhaps, be eſteemed a preſumption : 
but to applaud the character of an accompliſhed 
emperor, and to hold him out to poſterity, as a 


light to guide ſucceeding monarchs, is a method 


equally uſeful, and much more modeſt. It afford - 
ed me la very fiogular pleaſure when 1 recited this 
: ph  Pane- 
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panegyric, that my friends gave me their com- 
pany, tho' I did not ſolicit them in the uſual form 

of circular billets, but only deſired their atten- 
dance, if it would be agreeable to them, and they 
were entirely diſengaged. You know the excuſes 
which are generally made at Rome to avoid i invi- | 
rations of this kind; yet, tho' the weather proy- 
ed extremely bad at that time, they attended the 
recital for two days together; and when I thought 
- it would be unreaſonable to detain them any long- 


—— — 
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= they inſiſted upon my going through with it the It 

| next day. Shall I conſider this as an honor Paid to of 
l | myſelf, or to polite literature? Rather let me no 
0 ſuppoſe to the latter, which, tho? well-nigh exting, Ju 
N ſeems to be now again reviving amongſt us. Yer tic 
4 what was the ſubject which raiſed this uncom- au 
| mon attention? No other than what formerly, th 
N even in the ſenate, where we were obliged to ſubmit F 
b ts it, we could not endure to hear, tho? but for a fic 
l few moments. But now, you ſee, we have pa- © 
i tience to recite and. attend to a topie of the fame be 
| nature for three days ragether : and the reaſon of a] 
the difference is, not that we have more eloqueice, Pi 

but more liberty than formerly, and conſequent]y m. 

write with more ſpirir. | It i is an additional glory i 

therefore to our pre! ſent e emperor, chat this for: WM * 

of harangues, which were once as odious as they {Ml it 

5 were falſe, are now as pleaſing a as they are fin- ſe 


cere. But i it was not ol. dhe Farneft.. attention 4 
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m. of my audience which afforded me pleaſure; 1 
rm was greatly delighted too with the juſtneſs of 
en- their taſte: for I obſerved, that the more ner- 
ney yous parts a of | my . diſcourſe gave them much ſa- | 
ifes tisfaction. It is true, indeed, this work, which 


wi. vas written for the peruſal of the world in ge- 
oy. neral, was read only to a few ; however, I would 
the willingly look upon their particular judgment as 
git an earneſt of that of the public, and rejoice at 


their manly taſte as if it were univerſally ſpread. 
It was in Ps As in muſic, the Vitae ears 


me now, I am inclined to 3 28 a more : refined 
nd, judgment prevails in the public, our compoſi- 
Vet tions of both kinds will improve too; for thoſe 


authors, whoſe only view is to pleaſe, will form 
their works upon the general taſte of the people. 


mit | imagine, however, in ſubjects of this nature the 
or 2 florid ſtile is moſt proper; and am ſo far from 
pa- thinking.that the gay coloring I have uſed, will 
ame be eſteemed foreign and unnatural, that I am moſt 


n of Wl apprehenſtwe that cenſure will fall upon thoſe 
hee, parts where I have been moſt plain and unorna- 
-ntly mented. Nevertheleſs I ſincerely wiſh the time 
ory may come (and would to heaven it now were by 
ſort when the ſmooth and luſcious manner which. has 


2 


they infected out: ſtile, ſhall give place, 28. it ought, to 
fin. ſerere and chaſte compoſition. Thus Ihave given 


ntlon you an account how I have been employed theſe 
4 PP = 
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laſt three days, that your abſence: might not en. 
tirely deprive you of a pleaſure, which, from your 
friendſhip to me, and the part you take in every 
thing that concerns the intereſt of learning, I knoy 
you iid have eie. if you bad hen Pre. 
ſent. F * | 


* 


1 E T T E K XIX. To Catvizws Kurts 


Ton Muſt have recourſe to you, as uſual, inan aff 
1 which concerns my finances. An eſtate is of. 
fered to be ſold which lies contiguous to mine, and 
indeed is intermixed with it. There are ſeveral 
circumſtances which ſtrongly incline me to this pur- 
chaſe, as there are others no leſs weighty which 
deter me from it. The firſt recommendation it has, 
is, the agreeableneſs of its joining to me; the next, 
the advantage as well as the pleaſure of being able 
to viſit it under one trouble and expence; to have 
it looked after by the ſame ſteward, and cultivated 
almoſt by the ſame huſbandmen; and to have on- 
ly one villa to maintain, as it will be ſufficient to 
keep up the other juſt in common repair. I take 
Into this account furniture, houſe-keepers, garden- 
ers, artificers, and all the apparatus that relates 
to the game, as it ſaves a very conſiderable expence 
when you are not obliged to keep them at more | 


houſes than one. On the uy vue" 1 _ t Tn 


15 
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whether it is prudent! td venture ſo much of one's 
property under the ſame climate, and to the fame 
caſualties; ; it ſeems: a more ſure method of guard- 


ing againſt the gapriees of fortune, to diſtribute 
one's, poſſeſſions into; different ſituations; beſides, 
there.is ſomething extremely amuſing in ſhifting 


the ſcenes; and. travelling from ane estate to ano- 


ther. But: to mention the poing;of principal diff · 
culty: the lands are rich, fer tile, and, well-watered, : 
conliſting chigfly, of, mad. Mund, vineyards, 


and, woods, the Froducg: of, whüch, tho. it is not 
very great, or yer, profitably. 1 yt, ſeldom. fails: 


but then, tor halancę the adyantages Of ſojl, the 
preſent, genanzt havg bern, grwemelh oppreſſed. 
The perſon who was laſt in poſſeſſion ned frequent- 


j to. ſeizel afl. ſell ahgir ſtock by which, MEANS, 
tho! he leſſened, che debt for. the preſent, yet in the 


exent he greatly, impoyeriſhed che eſtate, agd.rhe 


conſequence was, that they were again in arrears. 
I ſhall be obliged therefore to furniſh theſe honeſt 


farmers with a new ſupply of hands | for, tillage, 
which I muſt be at the expence of buying, as there 

are none left vpbn the eſtãte; neither have i any 
 bond-ſlaves* .ofomyy owns ./:Amd:now. it -remgins 25 
only ta inform you of the: price, Which is three 
„Mot.. M r 


on 1 3 lo too 1 


2 «The 1 aſt to. emp! ploy teil ve crhivlints i 170 the 1 lower 
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millions of ſeſterces. It has been formerly fold 
For five © millions, but partly by the general cala. 


mity of the times, and partly by its being thy; 
ſtripped of laborers, the income of this eftate is 
reduced, and conſequently i its value. Lou will be 
inclined, perhaps, to enquire whether I can caſih 
raiſe the purchaſe-money? It is true, indeed, my 


eſtate is chiefly in land, | tho? I have ſome money 
placed out at intereſt; but 1 can without difficul 
ty borrow any ſum I have occaſion for. 1 hat 
: always a ſure reſource in the purſe of my wife; 
mother, which I can uſe with the ſame freedom 
as my own; ſo that you need not give yourſelf 
any trouble as to that article, if you ſhould haye 
no other objections, which I beg you would very 
maturely conſider: for as in every thing elſe, ſ 
5 particularly in matters of œconomy, no man has | 
more judgment and eee N "hm yourſelf, 


Farewel. ee 


1 E T T E R xx, 'To Maxinvs. 


0 U 8 no PRION to kd ** 
r commotions were occaſioned by the 


lay which directs that the“ Tleftions: of mag 


ſtrates 


» About 24,0001. of our. money. | 
About 40,0001. of our money, . 
* The author of this law was one Gabinius, a tribune of 
the people, A. U. 614. It gave a very conſiderable blow te 


the ee of the N s in tis way of balloting : 
could 


con 
vote 
und 


read 


rates 


ane of 
ow do 
ng it 
could 
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ſtrates ſhall be by balloting, and how much the 
author of it was both approved and condemned. 
Yet this very law the ſenate lately unanimauſly re- 
ceived,. and upon the election-day,, with one con- 
ſent, called for the ballots. It muſt be owned, the 

method by open votes had introduced into the ſe- 


nate more riot and diſorder than is ſeen even in the 


aſſemblies of the people; all regularity in ſpeak - 
ing, all decency of ſilence, all dignity of charac - 
ter was broke thro'; and it was univerſal diſſo- 
nance and clamor: here, the ſeveral candidates run- 
ning from fade to ſide with their patrons ; there, a 


troop collected together in the middle of the * 
nate-houſe.z and, in ſhort, 1 the. whole aſſembly di- 


vided into ſeparate parties, created the moſt inde- 


cent confuſion. Thus widely had we departed | 


from the manners of our anceſtors, who conduct- 
ed theſe elections with à calmneſs and regularity 


ſuitable to the reverence which 1s due to the ma- 
jeſty of the ſenate. have been informed by ſome 
who remember thoſe times, that the method ob- 
ſerved in their aſſemblies wWas this : the name of 
the perſon who offered himſelf for any office being 


called over, a profound filence enſued, when im- 


wle the candidate e who after he 


could not * diſcovered on which fide the gags ave their 
votes, and conſequently took off that reſtraint they before lay 
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had ſpoke for himſelf, and given an account to 
the ſenate of his life and manners, called witneſſes 
in ſupport of his character. "Theſe were, either the 
perſon under whom he had ſerved in the-ariny 
or to whom he hat been Quæſtor, or both, (i 
_ the caſe admitted of to whom be alfo joined 
ſome of thole*frietids' bo elpbuled his intereſt 
They delivered what they had d to ſay in his favor 
in few words, but with great digniry: and this had 
fat möte infftiefcæ that the modertt method of 
humble ſottefraton. Sdmetimes* the candicht 
Foul object either to HE birth; or üge; or che 
5 racter of His” competitor ;“ to which the Katt 
would Tiſteh with" a Severe" ad r 
ton: and thus was merit genetalhy Pteferted u 
intereſt. But corruption having abuſed fs wit 
= "nftitution of our anceſtdrs, we were obliged to 
3 keccutſe to the way of balloking; av th 
5 6 probable remedy for this evil. | "Phe me me 
| hy Peg net, and "Hfttncdiately put m ip 
Ace, + e pRfent” purpoſe very well 
"but, T af afraid, in bröceßs f' time it will inte- 
de ge ehren as this manner U bal 
ting ei 8 85 avi" 2 Act r tren t6Anjuffic 
"and | Perch. Fer e ö are there who" pft. 


ſetve the ſame delicicy” bf conduct in ſecret, 2 


when expoſed tothe ve. of the awd The 
*rriith is, the, generality of" tnankind'revers Fanc 


125 410 


5 more than Conſcience. | ; But this, Perhaps, = 


Book HI. (OF BHINY 3; T a8 
be pronouncing too haſtily upon a future contin- 
gency; be it therefore as it may, We have in the 
mean while obtained by this method an election 
of ſuch magiſtrates as beſt deſerved the honor. 
For it Was v with us as with thoſe fort of judgęs 
who are named 1 upon the ſpot, we were taken 
before we had time to be biaſſed, and therefore 
determined impartially. 5 

Thave given you this detail, not ooly as a piece 
of news; but becauſe I am glad to ſeize every 
opportunity of ſpeaking of the republic; a ſub- 
ject, which as we have fewer occaſions of men- 


ar 60 s TY r 


tioning than” our anceſt tors, ſo we ought to be 
more careful not to, let! 928 of them f flip.” 'In good 
earneſt, 15 am, tired with repeating 01 over and over 
the ame compliments,” How d' y Je 4 a nd T bo E- 
04 y v5 . 261067 

you are ; well. | Why Hould. « our letters 10 ever 


# 5 


1 V3 117 | 
turn upon, trivial and domeſtic concerns It is 
. the di Q 700 WOT WOT 000 


true, | indeed, e direction of the public weal is 


0 IE! 


in the bands. 5 a ſingle perſon, Who, for the 
general g good, _ bon, himſelf { ſolely to cafe | 
us of the = 4 and wei ht of x government,, but ill 
that  bounriful ource of f power permits, b. . by a very 
generous diſpenſation, ſome f ſtreams to tow donn 


to us: and of theſe we may not only taſte our- : 
. - "WW RI T 316 Jon 

felves; but thus, as it were, adminiſter. them to 
a 12 1 TIMO S149 1 * + 4 2 197 . 


our abſent friends. | F. arewel, 


po" * 4 * FA 1 
FF} 48 ent "=o 14 7 n 3: *. 
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LETTER XX]. To Panxevs, 


3 jult received an account of 0 death of 
poor Martial, which much concerns me. He 
was a man of an acute and lively genius, and his 
writings abound with an agreeable ſpirit of wit and 
ſictire, conducted at the ſame. time by great candor 
and good-nature. | When, he left Rome I made 


him a preſent to defray the charges of his j journey, 


which I gave him, not only as a teſtimony of my 
friendſhip, but in return for the verſes with which 


he had complimented me. It was the cuſtom of 
the ancients to diſtinguiſh. thoſe poets with honor: 
able and pecuniary rewards, who had celebrated 
particular perſons or cities in their verſes; 3 but this | 


generous practice, with every other that is fair and 
noble, is now grown out of faſhion and in con- 
ſequence of having ceaſed to act laudably, we 
conſider applauſe as an impertinent and worthleſs 


tribute. You will be defirous, perhaps, to ſee the 


| verſes which merited this a acknowledgment, from 
mez and 1 believe I can, from my memory, 


| partly ſatisfy; your curioſity, without referring you | 
to his works: but if you are pleaſed with this ſpe- | 


: eimen of them, you muſt turn to his poems for 
he reſt, He addreſſes himſelf x to his muſe, whom 


Bo 


he 
but 


ST 
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he directs to go to my houſe upon the Efquiliz ; 
but to approach me with reſpect: 


Co, wanton muſe, but go with care, 
Nor meet, ill-tim'd, my Pliny's ear; 
He, by ſage Minerva taught, 
| Gives the day to fludious thought, 
And plans that eloquence divine, 
Which ſhall to future ages ſhine, 
And rival, wond'rous Tully ! thine. 
Then, cautious, watch the vacant hour, 
When Bacchus rejgns in all his p- ir; 
When crown'd with roſy e gar, 
E en "ge Catos read my " Z 


Do you not think that the poet who wrote in ſuch 


terms of me, deſerved ſome friendly marks of 
my bounty then, and that he merits my ſorrow 
nw? For he gave | me the moſt he could, and it 
was want of power only, if his preſent was not | 
more valuable. But to ſay truth, what higher can 


be conferred on man than honor, and applauſe, and 


immortality?— And tho' it ſhould be granted, 
that his poems will not be immortal, ſtill, no 5 


doubt, he compoſed them upon the contrary ſup- 


poſition. oy - e 


* 


a x One of the ſeven famous hills upon which Rome was 6 


tuated. _ 
5 Marks 1 x. 10. 
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0 U 1 Jong defined; a viſit from your | 
. grand-daughter * 0 and myſelf, Nothing, be 


ted, could. be more agrecable to us both; for 


we equally 1 wiſh to ſee you, an and are A : 
to delay that pleaſure no Jonger. . 2 For this purpoſe | 


our baggage is actually making ready, and we are 


haſtening to you with all the expedition the roads 
will permit. We ſhall top only once, and 
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186 THE LETTERS Bock l. 
that for a ſhort time; intending to turn a little out 
of the way in order to go into Tuſcany: not 


for the ſake of looking upon our eſtate, and into 


our family concerns, for that we could defer to 


another opportunity; but to perform an indiſpen. 
üble duty. There is a town near my eſtate, called 


> Tifernum- upon-the-Tiber, which put ſes 
under my patronage when I was yet a youth, 


Theſe people enter extremely into my. intereſt, 
celebrate my arrival among them, expreſs the 
greateſt concern when I leave them, and 1 in ſhort 
give every proof of an affection towards me 28 


ſtrong as it is undeſerved. That I may return 


their good offices (for what generous mind can 

bear to be excelled in acts of friendſhip ?) I have 
built a temple in this place, at my own expence; 
and as it is finiſhed, it would be a ſort of impiety 
to omit the dedication of it any longer. We 


deſign, therefore, to be there on the day that cere- 


mony is to be performed, and I have reſolved to 
celebrate it with a general feaſt. We may poſſibly 
continue there all the next day, but we ſhall make 
fo much the more expedition upon the road. 
May we have the happineſs to find you and your 


daughter in good health! as I am ſure we ſhall 
in good ſpirits, if vou bee us ſafely: arrived 
Farevel. 5 1 1 21% 


No Citta di Caſtello, 


wal U. Or LIN T. 


1 pt TRE N 


LETTER H. To CAE s. 


R £60LvS has loſt his ſon ; and it is, per- 

N haps, the only undeſeryed misfortune. which 
could have befallen him: 7 for I much doubt whe- 
ther he thinks it one. The boy was of a ſprightly, 
but ambiguous turn; however he ſeemed capable 

enough of ſteering right, if he could have avoided 
ſplitting upon his father's example. Regulus 
gave him his * freedom, in order to entitle him 
tothe eſtate left him by his mother ; and when he 
got into poſſeſſion of it, endeavored (as the cha- 
rater of the man made it generally believed). to 
wheedle him out of it, by the moſt ſingular and in- 
decent complaiſance. This, perhaps, you will ſcarce 
think credible z but if you conſider Regulus, you 

vill not be long of that opinion. However, he now 
expreſſes his concern for the loſs of this youth in 

a a moſt outrageous manner. The boy had a great 
number of little coach and ſaddle horſes; dogs of 

different ſorts, together with parrots, black- birds, 

and W in e $ eee 5 
f lis aaa Cl flew 
The Romans hal: an  abſoluto- power over their children, 


of which no age or ſation of the latter deprived them; See 
B. 8. Let. 18. note . f 


This bird was much edseined amongf nice epi, and 
vas fold at a high probs" outer 17 ay an inflance of 


3 2 Ko 


. 


n 


? 
3 
& 
77 1 
44 
© | 
* 
1 
Ke 
A 
ad 1 
i l 
mo 
l 4 
15 
4 
bp 
i 
"38 
. 
1:0 
”. il 
vi L 
*1% 
1 
18 
* 
AY 
RS 3b 
1 
! A 
+. 
I. 
TH 
; P 

+ 

3288 
Go + 
* 1:8 
: 1 
+» 
bo 
17 
* 1 
77 } 
, * 
1 
by 
PL 
4 1 
2» 
1 
1.4% 
1 
T 
3 | 
: 34 
* 
1 
1 14 

r 

72 4 
q% A 

* 44 &f 
2. 
"8 
8 
* 
were # 

6 W. f 
2] 

F Fo bt 
. 1 

king 
7 

7 4 

1 5 

! 
\ 1 

| 1 

EY 
IN 

: 1 J 

: - F 
Pg” 
T | 
24 
1 

7 * 

. 3 

4 Des | 
*: 

„ 1 b 
'Y 
» 
7] A) 

| 
| 
* 
1 . 
48 
4385 
/&B 
© 
- VB 
1 
1 
1 
7 4 
17 
8 
o : 
-3Y 
< 1 


183 THE LEHT EAS Bobkly 
flew © round the funeral pile of his ſon, in the of. 


tentation of an affe&ed 8 is. viſited upon 


this occaſion by: a furprizing fumbeèr of people, who 


tho? they ſecretly deteſt and abhor him, yet are as 

aſſiduous in their attendance & upon "him, as if they 
were influenced by 4 principle of real eſteem ad 
aſfection; or, to ſpeak iny ſentiments in fe words, 

they endeavor to recommend themſelves to his fa 


vor, by following his example. He is retired to his 
. croſs the Tibers Where he has covered a vaſt 
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From an paackquntable notion W Fi vailed among the 
ancients, that the ghoſts delighted in blood, it .was cuſtomary 
to Kill a great Winder of { auch ere them on the fü. 
neral pile. In the more i norant and barbarous ages, men 
were the unhappy victims of this horrid : 152 Even the com- 
paſſionate ÆEneas lis tepreſented by Virgil as practiſing this 
eruel ceremony, at the funeral — which he performed io 


| (thy Ee of the unfortunate Pallas. 
„ To ito -s 10 


4 * #8: 10 , + $$ £©% "is ©. n N * * 
IR 013632. 1nG9nt?d di erggandagin bar 


ede 13 creatos 
Quatuor hic j Juvenes, totidemgue quos educat Ufens, 
Viventes rapit; inferias quos immolat umbris, ; 
-  Captivoque rogi \perfungas ln Jekambtnng Al. 201 5). 
2 n bs; 101 4 10 244 on Hide t 
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ne victims {.deſtin'd to the dead, id eit 
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extent of Leda: with his porticos; and crowded, 
all the ſhore with his ſtatdes: for he blends pro- 
digality With covetoufneſs, and. vain- glory. with 
infamy. ” By his contitwing there, he lays his vi- 
frors under the! great ineonvegience of coming 
to him at“ this Ninwholſorne ſeuſon ; andre ſeems 
to conficer the trouble they put themſelves to, 
1s a mattet of Wnſolation:*2"He"pives; oüt, with 
bis uſual abſurdity, that he defigns to mary. You 
mult erpkcr therefore, 26 tae: rp bf the. 
wedding of 4 man & 6ppreft'witft 1 forrow and years; 
that is, of Ine“ Who Iarries' both fob ſoon and tos | 
late. D " you” "aſt? me Why J conjecture thais'? 
Certainly?” "not becauſe ne arms it himſelf (for 
never was there ſo ifambus 4 Har) but betauſe 
there is h0 doubt That 1 will do every thing 
he DO Hör! Farewel. W943 9353 entt. Sim to 
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＋* HA T, Hou have mice enjoyed the dignity 
1. of Conſul, with a conduct equal to that of 5 
aur molt -ithyſtrjous anceſtors ; that, few, (Four 


4444 


modeſty will mot ſuffer me to ſay nove) ever have, 
or ever will come up. tq the integrity. and wi vid om 
of your, Aſiatic adminiſtration ; that, in. virtue, i! in 


* . 1 


authority, and even in years you are the firſt 5 5 


Romans?” "theſe, moſt-certainly; are ſhining- an 


be 5 4%} 
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yo THE LETTERS Bock Iv. 
Own, it is in your retired hours that I moſt ad- 
mire you. To ſeaſon the ſeverity of buſineſs with 
the ſprightlineſs of wit, and to temper wiſdom 

with politeneſs, is as difficult as it is great: yet 
theſe uncommon qualities you have moſt happily 
united in thoſe wonderful charms, which not 
only grace your converſation, but particularly di. 
ſtinguiſn your writings. Your lips, like the ye. 
nerable old man's in Homer, drop honey, and 
one would imagine the bee had diffuſed her 
ſweetneſs over all you compoſe. . Theſe were the 
ſentiments I had when I lately read your Greek 
epigrams and ſatires. What elegance, what beau- 
ties ſhine in this collection 1 how ſweetly the 
numbers flow, and how exactly are they wrought 
up in the true ſpirit of the ancients ! what a vein 
of wit runs thro? every line, and how conform- 
able is the whole to the rules of juſt criticiſm! 
I fancied I had got in my hands Callimachus or 
| Herod, or, if poſſible, ſome poet even ſuperior to 
theſe: tho indeed, neither of thoſe authors excelled, 
4 you have, in both thoſe. ſpecies of poetry. 
Is it poſſible, that a Roman 'can write Greek in 
ſo much perfection? I proteſt I do not belieye 
Athens herſelf can be more Attic. To own the 
truth, 1 cannot. but anal Greece the —_ of your 


—— J— — — rents nn rn en nn 
Heut avopuoe, vue Tlvarwy eyopyrng, 
To g amo YAWTTHG MEAITOS YAuKien f /n. II. 4. 277. 


: Experienc'd Neſtor, in perſuaſion ſkill'd; | 
Words lweet : as 5 from his 88 dininld. | Povs. | 


Boch iw. OE PLIN I 191 
preference. And fince you can write thus ele- 
cantly in a foreign language, it is paſt conjecture 


what you "could! have” . ee in 1e own. 


F. EMS 


"LE TTER Iv. To Sossius. 


| Have a very fingular value for Calviſius Ne- 
pos; as indeed he is a man of indefatigable 


indoftry, great eloquence, and (what 1 prefer to 


all the reſt) of conſummate integrity: he is ne- 


phew to your friend and my gueſt Calviſius. I 


beg therefore you would do him and his uncle the 
honor of making him one of the tribunes of 


the ſoldiers. It will be an obligation to us at the 
ſame time, as well as to 'Nepos, whom, I am per- 


ſuaded, you will think equally deſerving your 


favor. You have beſtowed numberleſs good offices 


upon many; but 1 will venture to ſay you 


never conferred one that was better ne, than . 


here; and ets Perhaps, f ſo well. 9 e 


L E TT E * v. "i Seanzvs. 


lated but fix months, Leger Antig. 
d dee B. 2. Let. . 
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＋ is ſaid, when : Eſchynes,. at the reteſt of 
the Rhodians, read to them one of his ora- 
tions, PEPE wich that which e had bf 


2 0 1 Wes 8 was to decide al controver ries 25 the army, 
to take care of the works and camp, &c. Their command 5 
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192 THELETUYERS Book Iv. 
cpmpoſed upon the ſame occaſion, they were both | 
_ eceived with, the Joudeſt applauſe.;. Lam nat ſur. 


priged. that. he harangues, of ſuch excellent Ora- 
tors ſhould be thus warmly admired, when ! 


conſider, that even an oration of mine, which ] 
lately recited before a very learned audience, w was 
heard with $qual .carneſtneſs and approbation, f 
two days ſucceſſively ; yet, there was not the-p 
fure > which ariſes from a contention. between tyo 
vgl pieces, to awaken their attention. The Rlo 
„ diang, belidey the parricular merit of the .orations, 
„had, the ,enterrainmen nt. of comparing them tage 
iiber, zo excize, their. curiolity z bur ming had 
. £999 fortune to Pleaſe, 5 that en- 
Jycging recommendation; whether ,deſeryedly or 
ngt, you. will judge, ot yon read the perfor- | 
- mance ; the extent of which will not, permit 1 
to ingrodyce it to you; with a, longer preface. 
R .muſt therefore, ſhorten my letter, in order to te- 
concile you t the better to the kaogth,of the ſpeech 
that attends 1 it; * which, ION, 1 have not en- 


-Þ rout. 
i= 1 147 46 22d 13. A . 


itt LED ST, ER. VI. wo Mi 114 
Sto fL Halt T af 4 thi ioc Has Ueſtrbyed 


"PA. all the produce of my eſtate in Tuſcany ; 
ile that nen I have on ine oder gde * Po, 
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tho it has 8 extremely fruitful this ſeaſon, 
yet from the exceſſive; cheapneſs of every thing, 
turns to ſmall account. Laurentinum i is the ſingle 
poſſeſſion. which yields me any advantage. I 
have nothing there, indeed, but a houſe and gar- 


dens; all the reſt is barren ſands; ſtill, however, 


my beſt productions riſe, at Laurentinum. It is 


there J cultivate, if not my lands, at leaſt my | 


mind, and form many a compoſition. As in 


other places I can ſhew you full barns; ſo there 1 


can entertain you. 2 good Kore, of the literary 


„ revenue, to eee 3 upon. 


this contemplatiye coaſt. Farewel. 


"LE T'TE R vn. 27 Laywos 


* 


took 1t into his head that he would have ſeveral 
ſtatues and repreſentations of him ; immediately 
all the artizans in Rome are ſet to work. Colors, 


wax, braſs, ſilver, ivory, marble, all exhibit the 
- deu of young Ru. Not long ago he read, 
Vor. 11 ·˙· M ene 


* 
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T Have often told you that Regulus i is a man of 

L ſpirit: whatever he engages in, he is ſure to 

execute in a moſt extraordinary manner. He choſe 
lately to be extremely concerned for the loſs 

of his ſon: accordingly he mourned for him in a 

way which no man ever mourned before. He 
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94 THE LETTERS Beck, 


before a numerous audience, a panegyric upon the 


life of his ſon: a large book upon the life of 
boy! then a thouſand tranſcribers were employed 
to copy this curious anecdote. which he diſperſe 
all over the empire. He wrote hkewile a ſort of 
Circular letter to the ſeveral * Decurii, to deſire 
they would chooſe out one of their order who had 
a ſtrong clear voice, to read this eulogy! to the 
people; and 1 am informed it has been done ac- 
cordingly. Had this ſpirit (or whatever elſe you wil 


call an earneſtneſs in executing all one undertakes) 


| been rightly applied, what infinite good might it 


have produced ! The misfortune is, this active 


_ caſt is generally ſtrongeſt in men of vicious cha- 
_ raters: for as ignorance begets raſhneſs, and knoy- 
ledge inſpires caution; ſo modeſty is apt to depreſs 


and weaken the great and well-formed genius, 


whilſt boldneſs ſupports and ſtrengthens low and 
little minds.. Regulus is. a ftrong proof of the 
: truth of this obſervation : he has a weak voice, 


an aukward addreſs, a thick ſpeech, a ſlow imagi- 


nation, and no memory; im a word, he has nothing 
but an extravagant genius: : and yet by the aſſiſt· 


ance of this flighty turn and much impudence, he 


paſſes with many far a finiſhed orator. FHerennius 
Senecio reverſed d Cato 8. definition of an orator, 


D See B. 1. Let. 8. in not. | | 
» Cato, as we learn from Nonius, Spell a creletls apo 


thetoric, for (ne uſe of his fon, wherein. he defined an orator 
= Os 


and 


- * 
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and applied it with great juſtneſs to Regulus: 
An orator, ſaid he, ist bad man unſtilled in the 
art of ſpeating. And, in good earneſt, Cato's 
definition is not a more exact deſcription of a true 
orator, than Senecio's is of the character of this 
man. Would you make a ſuitable return to this 
7 Bs. 79 it N @ 1 . ? e letter? 


E 
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to he, a man, ſkilled in the art of ſpeaking, The ju- 
dicious CE tling has embraced cars 2 Ae a 
whole chapter to prove that, None but a good man can be 
« an orator;ꝰ for want of virtue is, in this excellent critic's 
eſtimation, want of genius: noble ſentiments and 80 4 
ſt. 
As 


ations, can never, he maintains, reſide in the ſame my 7 


codem pectors nullum eſt honeftum| turpiumque conſortium. 
Orat. I. 12. C. 1. Longinus eſtabliſhes the ſame principle; 


c | 
. it indeed | prevails in general throughout the ancient, which 
they extend not only to oratory, but poetry and all the fine arts. 

2 A modern author (whom future ages will mention with the beſt 
G of the ancients) has adopted this opinion, and illuſtrated it in 

| ſeveral parts of his inimitable writings : © Knavery, ſays that 
8. « noble writer, is mere diſſonante and diſproportion; and tho 
: * villains may have ſtrong tones, and natural capacities of 
d „action; *tis impoſſible that true judement and ingeruity ſhould 
R « refide, where harmony and Boney have no; being. Thus 
2 the ſenſe of inward numbers, the knowledge ang practice of 
e, *« ſocial virtues, and the familiarity and favor of the moral 


* graces, are eſſential ta the character of a deſerving. arti 
and juſt favorite of the maſes. Thus are the arts and wirtues 

« mutually friends; and the } ſcience of Virtugſos, and that 
of virtue itſelf, become, in a manner, one and the ſame.” 
[CharaRteriftics, vol. 1. p. 208, 338.] Virtue, no doubt, is 
the higheſt good ſenſe, and all deviations from moral rectitude 

are ſo many falſe reaſonings. Still it muſt be owned and re- 
gretted, that great parts have too often been found united with 
great deficiencies of the moral kind, to make the reality of that 
character either improbable or uncommon. Experience will 
force us to give credit to hiſtory in this caſe, rather than phi- 
loſophy, and oblige us to acknowledge there is nothing incon- 
iſtent in what the elegant Paterculus ſays of Curio, Whom he 
repreſents as, ingeniofiſime nequam & facundus malo publico - 
moſt ingeniouſſy wicked, and eloquent to the deſtruction of 
%% 
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letter? let me know if you, or any of my friend; 
in your town, have with an air of Pleaſantty 
mouthed (as Demoſthenes calls it) this melancholy 
piece tothe people, like a ſtroller in the market. 
place. For ſo abſurd a performance muſt moye 
rather laughter than compaſſion ; and indeed; the 
compoſition is as puerile as the ſubject. Farewel. 


T9 8 * 1 
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W'D's je AIST to = dignity of ps, , 
LY is indeed an honor that juſtly Therits 
the congratulation you give me; not only As it 
is highly glorious to receive, even in the Nighteſ 
inſtances, a teſtimony of the  approbation of ſo 
wiſe and judicious a. prince; but as it is alſo an 
ancient and facred inſtitution, which has this high 
and peculiar privilege annexed: toit, that it is for 
* life. Oker facerdoral, Honors. d tho” ber ma, 


EST #4 


2 given, 0g 6 they. may : hol taken away : . hog — 
has no karther! power o over Fs thay t to ah it. 
A e eee 
. Their bubneſs was to Saupe 
gies, &c. and to foretel whether any aQion ſhould be fortunate, 
; . to particular /perſons, or to the whole common- 
wealth. Upon this account they very often occaſioned the diſ- 
8 g. of magiſtrates, the dfering of ops * ke. 
| Kenner's Rom. Antiq. p. 67. . | 
3 See B. a. Let. 1, in not. 
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What recommends this dignity to me ſtill more, 
is, that I have the honor to ſucceed fo illuſtrious 
a perſon as Julius Frontinus. He for many years, 
upon the nomination-day of proper perſons to be 
received into tlie ſacred college, conſtantly pro- 


poſed me, as if he had a view to my being his 


ſucceſſor and ſince It has actually proved ſo in 
the event, I am willing to look upon it as ſome- 
thing more than accident. But the circumſtance, 


it ſeems, that moſt pleaſes you in this affair, is, 


that Tully enjoyed the ſame poſt; and you re- 


joice (you tell me) to find that I follow his ſteps 
zs cloſely in the paths of honor, as I endeavor to 
do in thoſe of eloquence. I wiſh, indeed, as I 


had the advantage to be admitted earlier into the 


ſacred college, and conſular office than Cicero, 
ſ I might, in WA more advanced years, catch 


ſome ſpark, at leaſt, of his divine genius! The 


former, as it is in the, gift of man, may happen 
to me and to many ; 5 but the latter is an attain- 
ment much too high for my 2. 15 and in the 


diſpoſal of heaven alone. 9 arewel. 
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LETTER IX. To Unzvs. | 


have been engaged for ſeveral days paſt 
in the cauſe of Julius Baſſus, a man grown 
familiar with misfortunes, and rendered conſpi- 
cuous by a ſeries of calamities. In the reign of Vel. 


paſian, two private perſons informed againſt him, I 


and the affair being referred to the ſenate, it de- 
pended there a conliderable. tine, when! at laſt he 
Was honorably acquitted. During the time of Ti. 
tus, he was under continual apprehenſions of his 


reſentment, as being known to favor the intereſts | 
of Domitian : yet when the emperor aſcended the 
throne, Baſſus was exiled ; but afterwards recalled } 


by Nerva. Having obtained the Proconſulſhip of 


Bithynia, he was at his return from thence ac | 
cuſed of bribery and extortion z 3 and as he was 
proſecuted with warmth, he was defended with 
vigor, The ſentiments of the ſenate were greatly 


divided, however the majority were on the moſt 


favorable fide. Pomponius Rufus, a perſon of great | 
ſpirit and vivacity, was counſel againſt him. He | 
was ſeconded by Theophanes, one of the deputies | 
from the province, and, indeed, the chief pro- | 
moter and inflamer of this proſecution. I began 
the reply; for Baſſus inſiſted that the foundation 
of his defence ſhould be laid by me. He deſired 
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me to repreſent the conſideration that was due to 
his illuſtrious birth, and tothe dangers he had un- 
dergone; that his accuſers were informers by pro- 
feſſion, who reaped conſiderable advantage by their 
trade; and to diſplay the true reaſons which ren- 
dered him odious to the ſeditious, and particularly 
to Theophanes; but above all, to confute the 
principal charge that was brought againſt him: 
for in all the reſt, however grievous the accuſa- 
tion might appear, he not only deſerved to be ac- 
quitted, but highly commended. The great dif- 
 ficulty of the caſe was, that, in the ſimplicity of 
his heart, he had incautiouſly received the gifts 
which ſome of his friends in the province (for he 
had been among them before as Quæſtor) thought 
proper to ſend him. This, which his accuſers 
called rapine and extortion, Baſſus juſtified under 
the notion of preſents. But then the laws ex- 
preſsly forbid perſons: in his ſtation, to receive any 
preſents whatſoever. Now. what method of de- 
fence ſhould I ſtrike into upon this occaſion? If 
denied the fact, 1, was afraid it would look like 
a tacit. confeſſion that it Was actually extortion : 
beſides, to diſown what was ſo notorious, would 
be to "Os rather than to ertennate the charge. 
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And, indeed, he had put: that out of the power 
of his counſel; if they had. thought ir proper; for 
he had acknowledged to ſeveral perſons, and par- 
ticularly to the emperor, that he had received and 
returned a few ſlight preſents upon his birth- day, 
and at the feaſt of the * Saturnalia. Should I 
apply to the clemency of the ſenate? That would 
be ruining my client at once, by confeſſing the 
nature of his offence was ſuch, that there was no 

| other way of ſaving him. Should J then juſtify | 
the fact? But in ſo doing I ſhould have injured 
my own character, without rendering any ſervice 
to Baſſus. Under theſe difficulties I thought it 
would be beſt to ſteer a middle courſe ; and I flat. 
ter myſelf I happily hit upon it. But night coming 
on, ſeparated, as uſual, the combatants, I had ſpoke | 
for three hours and a half, fo that I had ſtill an | 
hour and half remaining. For the law having al- 
lowed fix hours to the plaintiff, and nine to the 
_ defendant, Baſſus had fo divided this portion of 
time between me and the advocate who was to 
ſpeak after me, that I had five hours; and he the 
reſt, But perceiving my ſpeech had made a fa- 
vorable impreſſion upon the ſenate, I thought ir 
would be moſt adviſeable to add nothing more; 
| for it is not prudent, you know, to puſh ones 
| ſucceb 


___ Þ Celebratedin honor of Saturn; at which Ge l. was | 
cuſtomary for friends to ſend preſents to one another. 


Book IV. OF PLINY. 20 
ſucceſs too far. Beſides, I Was apprehenſive 1 


ſhould not have ſtrength to renew the defence the 
next day, as it is much eaſier to go on without 


intermiſſion, than to begin again after having reſt- 
ed. There was yet another conſideration hich 


had great weight with me: I was afraid that as 


the diſcontinuance of my ſpeech would abate my 
own ardor; ſo the reſumption of it might prove 


tireſome to my hearers. When an harangue is 
carried on in one continued courſe, the ſpeaker 
beſt keeps up his own fire, and the attention of 


the audience, both which are apt to cool and grow 
languid upon a remiſſion: juſt as a continued 


motion preſerves the light of a torch, which when 
once it is extinct, is not eaſily re- inflamed. But 
Baſſus, almoſt with tears in his eyes, earneſtly 
preſſed me to go on with his defence for the re- 
mainder of the time; which I accordingly com- 
plied with, preferring his intereſt to my o.] n. 
And the event proved extremely favorable; for 
found the attention of the ſenate as freſh and 


lively as if it had been rather animated, than fa- 


tigued by the former part of my ſpeech. I was 
ſeconded by Luccius Albinus, who entered ſo 
thoroughly into my reaſoning, that our ſpeeches, 
whilſt they had the variety of different and diſtinct 
orations, had the connection and uniformity of one 
entire harangue. Herennius Pollio replied to us 
with great ſpirit and 3 and after him Theo- 
_ phaves | 


* — — 
. END 
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phanes ſpoke again: in this,' as. in every thing 
_ elſe, diſcovering his uncommon aflurance, by 


preſuming to take up the time of the ſenate after 
two ſuch eloquent perſons, and of conſular digni- 
ty, * had ſpoke before him. He continued haran- 
guing till evening, and even beyond it; for they 


called for lights. The next day Titius Homulus, 


and Fronto ſpoke gloriouſly in behalf of Baſſus. 

The fourth day was employed in examining the 
proofs. Bæbius Macer, the conſul elect, declar- 
ed Baſſus guilty, within the expreſs words of the 
law relating to bribery and extortion. Cæpio Hiſpo 
was of opinion, that, without affecting his dig- 
nity, the caſe ſhould be refer'd to the ordinary 
judges: and both their ſentiments were founded 
in reaſon. You will wonder how that can be, ſince 
they were ſo extremely different. But you will 
obſerve that Macer, who conſidered the mere let- 


ter of the law, might very reaſonably condemn | 
him, when it appeared he had takempreſents con- 
traxy to the expreſs prohibition of that law. On 
the other hand, Cæpio ſuppoſing that the ſenate 


had a power (as undoubtedly it has) to moderate 
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. "The t two. cm here meant are Herennius Pollio, and 


Pomponiun Rufus, mentioned above, who.pleaded it 1 
fus, on the ſame ſide with Theop hanes.” Joe critics, indeed, 


1 ſuppoſe Pliny includes himſelf; but the _— ſeems m__ 


from the enfernt. See Maſſon. vit. lin. mo: 
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or extend the rigor of the laws, might upon very 
good grounds think this a caſe worthy of their 
clemency, as being (tho' indeed con trary to the 
expreſs letter of the law, yet) not unfrequently 


practiſed. The motion of Cæpio prevailed, and 
when he roſe up to give the reaſons for his vote, 
the ſame acclamations attended him, as uſually 


follow an approved ſpeech. You: will eaſily judge 


therefore, how great the applauſe was after he had 


ſpoke, when he received ſuch unuſual ones be- 


fore he began. I find the ſentiments of thoſe 
without doors, as well as in the houſe, are divi- 


ded into two parties: they who approve of Cæ- 
pio's vote, condemn Macer's as ſevere and hard: 


on the contrary,” the partizans of Macer's opini- 

on, treat the other as too mild and indeed incon- 
ſiſtent. They aſſert, it is highly abſurd to ſend 
a a man to be tried before the ordinary judges, and 


yet ſuffer him to retain his ſeat in the ſenate. I 
ſhould have told you that there was beſides thoſe 


| have mentioned, a third opinion. Valerius 
Paulinus, who joined in ſentiments with Cæpio, : 
was for adding farther, that the ſenate ſhould 
proceed againſt Theophanes, after he had finih- 
ed his commiſſion as deputy from the province. 
For he inſiſted, that Theophanes in the courſe 
of his accuſation, had been guilty of ſeveral 
things which fell within the prohibition of this 
vey law, upon which he grounded his informa- 
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eren highly iter by tis 12 e 
conſuls thought proper to drop it: Paulinus, 
however, had the full credit of ſo honeſt and 
bold a motion. At the breaking up of the houſe; 
Baſſus was received by great crowds of people 
with the higheſt demonſtrations of joy, and the 
loudeſt acclamations. This new difficulty which 
he had fallen into, had recalled the remembrance 
of his former troubles; ; and a name which had 
never been mentioned but in conjunction with 
ſome misfortune, together with the appearance of 
a fine perſon broken with forrow-and age, had 
raiſed a general compaſſion towards him. Fou 
may look upon this letter as the fore: runner of 
my ſpeech, which, full and copious as it is, 1 
ſhall {end you at large; but you muſt not 
it ſoon; for it is a ſubject of too much: iber 
tance to be reviſed 1 in SO Farewel. 


LETTER X. To 15 i . 


-0 U R letter informs: me, that Sabina, 600 
appointed you and me her heirs, tho” ſhe has 

no where expreſly directed that Modeſtus ſhall 
have his freedom, yet has left him a legacy in the 
; following "es I give, wo, Ws 16 Mbh, wow? 
| n e | 


Book W OF PLIN Y. hos 
have ordered ta be made free: upon which you de- 
fire. my ſentiments. - I haye-conſulted/ upon this 
occaſion with the moſt learned lawyers, and they 
all agree Modeſtus is not entitled to his liberty, 
ſince it is not dvpreſly given, and conſequently that 
the legacy is void, as being deviſed to a * ſlave: 
But it appears plainly. to be a miſtake in the teſta- 
trix; and therefore, I think we ought. to act in 
this caſe às if Sabina had directed in ſo many 


words, what it is elear ſhe imagined ſhe had. 1 
am perſuaded vou will join with me in theſe ſen- 
timents, "who {o' 'religioufly regard the will of the 


dead; which indeed, where it can be diſcovered, 


will always de law to an hone eſt mind. Honer is to 
an ong an obligation, as neceſſity t. to 

others. Tier Mäödeſtus teten, Joy his freedom and 

his legacy in as full a männer, as if Sabina had 


obſerved All the requiſite! forms: as indeed they 


effetually Y do, Wo choole their heirs with dil. 


cretion.” _ Patewel. ö hy 
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O gave ſcarce, imagine, yet heard: (for 


the nc ws is but juſt arrived) that Licinianus 


backe thetoric in Sicily. This unfortanate-per- L 
- lon, AS * enjoyed the * of Prætor, 1 


and : 
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4 FT? ſlave was inca able of property, and therefore what- | 


erer * — was for the benefit of his maſter, 
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and was eſteemed. the moſt eloquent of our ad. 
vocates, is now fallen from a ſenator to an exile, 
from an orator to a teacher of - rhetoric,  Lici- 
nianus himſelf took notice of this fad change, 
in a ſtrong pathetic. ſpeech which he made at 
the opening of bis ſchool. Ob fortune, aid he, 
bow.-capriciouſly 'doſt tbou ſport with mankind! 
Thou. makeſt' rbetoricians of ſenators, . and ſenators 
of rhetoricians! a ſarcaſm! ſo full of gall *, that one 
might almoſt imagine he fixed upon this profeſ. 
ſion merely for the ſake of an opportunity of 
applying it. Being dreſſed, when he firſt appear: 
ed in the chair, after the Grecian faſhion: (for exiles 
are not permitted to wear the Roman gown) Ala, 
ſays. he, looking upon his habit, I am going to 
declaim in Latin * 1 Y ou will ſay, perhaps, this 
ſituation; wretched. and . deplorable as it. is, is 
what he well deſerves. for having. thrown ſo vile 
a ſtain upon his profeſſion | by, his abominable | 
lewdneſfs. It is true, indeed, he. confeſſed the 
crime with which he was charged; but whether 
it was from a conſciouſneſs of his guilt, or from 
an apprehenſion of worſe conſequences if he denied 
it, is not clear; for Domitian's vengeance gene- 
rally raged with the greateſt fury, where his ebi- 
dere failed him moſt, - That en had deter: 
72 + i 51 $59 779 N Ol mined | 
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mined that Cornelia Maximilla, one of the veſtal 
virgins, ſhould be buried alive, from an extra- 
vagant notion that thoſe kind of exemplary ſeve- 
ities did honor to his reign. Accordingly in 
the character of high-prieſt, or rather indeed in 
chat of a lawleſs and cruel, tyrant, he convened 
the ſacred college, not in the pontifical court where 
they uſually aſſemble, but at his villa near Alba; 
and there (by a ſentence no leſs wicked, as it was 
paſſed when ſhe was not preſent to defend herſelf, 
than as it was the effect of paſſion and revenge), 
he condemned her of having violated her veſtal 
of debauching his brother's daughter, but was 
ſo acceſſary to his death: for chat lady being a 
vidow, in order to conceal her ſhame, endeavor- 
ed to procure an abortion, and by that means loſt 
» « Their office was to attend upon the rites of Veſta, the 
« chief part of Which was the preſervation of the holy fire. 


alf this fire happened to go out, it was thought impiety to 
« light it at any common flame, but they made uſe of the pure 


very uncertain accounts. The chief rules preſcribed them 
„were, to Vow. the ſtricteſt chaſtity for the ſpace of zo' years. 


«order. If they broke their vow o virginity, they were bu- 
« ried alive in a place alloted to that peculiar uſe.” Kennet's 
Antiq. Their character for ſanctity was ſo great, that Livy 
mentions two of thoſe virgins having violated their vows, as a 
prodigy that threatened deſtruction to the Roman ſtate, L. 22. 
c. 57. And Suetonius informs us, that Auguſtus had ſo high an 

opinion of this religious order, that he intruſted the care of his 
wil with fix of thele veſtals, Suet. vl: 


„and unpolluted. rays.of the ſun for that purpoſe. | There 
5 were other holy things under their care, of which we have 


After this term was completed, they had liberty to leave the 


288 THE LETTERS Bock I 


her life. However, the prieſts were directed to I of be 
ſee the ſentence immediately performed upon Cor. Wl ſente: 

nelia. As they were leading her to the place of Wl near 

execution, ſhe called upon Veſta, and the reſt of Ml vine 

the Gods, to atteſt her virtue; and amongſt other ine. 

exclamations, frequently cried out, Is it poſibl upon 

that Ceſar can think me polluted, under the in. WM cruel 

| fuence of whoſe! ſacred functions be bas conquered Will aſper 
. and triumphed? Whether ſhe ſaid this in flat. the 
F tery or deriſion; whether it proceeded from « free 
: conſciouſneſs of her innocence, or contempt of the WM advi! 
| _ emperor, is not certain; but ſhe continued ex. bim, 
_ chiming in this manner, till ſhe came to the place favo 
of execution, to which ſhe was led at leaſt like 2 acco 

criminal, tho perhaps not really one. As ſhe was him 

going down into the ſubterraneous -cavern, her Wl man 


gon hung upon ſomething in the way, upon which 
turning back to diſengage it, the executioner offer. 
ed her his hand, which ſhe refuſed with ſome hor- | 
ror, as if ſhe could-not touch it without impurity. 
Thus the preſerved the appearance of. a conſum- 
mate cating to the nen ſcene of her * 
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<4 * Aud ber tp care was drcenth to fall” 


Crier likewiſe, a ; Roman knight, who was nec 
2 
e. kt was uud wich v Domitian wing oa vice 24 


Z rigor, but even after a defeat. 
4 Euripides i in his tragedy: of Hecuba, a 
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of being »her-gallant, during the whole time his 
ſentence * was executing upon him, in the ſquare 
dear the ſenate- houſe, perſiſted in faying, What 
crime bave ] been guilty of ? I have been guilty of 
„une. Theſe: profeſſions: of innocency had fixed 
upon the character of Domitian the imputation of 
cruelty and injuſtice,” and therefore extremely ex- 
afperated him. Licinianus then, being ſeized by 
the emperor's orders for having carried off ů a 
freed-woman of Cornelia's to one of his ſeats, was 
adviſed, by the perſons who had the cuſtody of 
him, to eonfeſs the fact, if he hoped to obtain 
favor, and avoid the laſt puniſhment; which he 
accordingly. did. Herennius Senecio ſpoke for 
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him in his abſence, ſomething in that abrupt 
manner which Antilochus in Homer relates the 
death of Patroelus: Dead is Patroclys'l Iuſtead of 
n advocate, faid he, I muſt turn infurmir: Lici- 
nianus is fed This news was ſo agreeable to 
Domitian, that he could not forbear betraying 
his ſatisfaction: Tn. ſays he, has Lieinianus ac. 
quitted As A ko het ibis k arg. 
Vor. ſor als Wn; 259170175 A dein 1 > 


1 12 5 77 ; . ect yino 1 108 1 bao 2 44 1 
The 3 nfliQed on th Were jſt ch 
lity, was to be ſcourged to death f 5 f | 
» Il. Lib. 18. v. 20. ele, appears 
And tells the melancholy tale with tears; 
Sad tigings, ſon Peleus, thou muſt hear, 
And awretched I, th 1 meſe 1 25 
Dead: is Patreclu 8 | 


138 Porz. 


ul doe will : 
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not urge his confufion too far. He accordingly 
permitted him to carry off ſach of his effects 
he could ſecure before they were ſeized for the 
uſe of the public, and made his baniſhment eaſy, 
as a ſort of reward for the complaiſance of this 
voluntary confeſſion. Licinianus was afterwards, 
by the clemency of the emperor Nerva, permit. 
ted to fix in Sicily, where he now profeſſes rhe. 
toric, and inveighs againſt the caprices of for- 
tune. — Lou fee how obedient'T am to your com. 
| mands, by ſending you a circumſtantial detail of 
; foreign as well as domeſtic news. I imagined, in- 
deed, as you were abſent. when this tranſaction 
happened, that you had heard only in general that 
Licinianus was baniſhed: upon account of this 
| lewdneſs. For fame uſually makes her report in 
general terms, without relating particular circum- 
ſtances. I think I deſerve in return a full account 
of all that happens in your town and its neighbor- 
hood; for ſometimes, no doubt, occurrences ariſe 
there worth relating; however, write any thing, 
provided you ſend me a letter as long as mine. 
But I give you notice, I will abate nothing. in this 
demand, and I ſhall not only number the ſides, 
but even the vay lines, aid ee. F arewel. 
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LETTER XII. 70 Anztaxys, 
KNOW you bye Marcellinus. as indeed, you 
have frequently mentioned him to me with 
approbation; but he will riſe ſtill higher in your 
affection when I inform you of the honorable part 
he has lately acted. When he went Quæſtor into 
one of the provinces, the perſon. to whoſe lot it 
fell to attend him as ſecretary, happening to die 
before his falary became due, Marcellinus had too 
much honor to think, he had a right of applying 
the ſum which the public had. appointed for that 
purpoſe, to his own uſe. At his return therefore 
he applied to Cæſar, who referred the conſidera- 
ton of what ſhould be done with this money, to 
the ſenate. It was a queſtion indeed of no great 
importance; * how-ever, a queſtion it was. The 
heirs of the ſecretary claimed it for themſelves, 
and. the commiſſioners of the treaſury for the 
public. The cauſe was tried, and counſel were 
heard, who, ſpoke! extremely well on. both ſides. 
cæcilius Strabo was of opinion that the public 
had a right to this ſum. Bæbius Macer gave it 
for the heirs: but i it was determined agreeably to 
the ſentiments of the former. You will, I am per- 
ſuaded, take the firſt opportunity, as I did my- 
ſelf, of. expreſſing, your approbation to Marcelli- 
nus def this action; z for tho indeed] it is abundant- 

0 „ = 
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1 ly ſufficient that he has received the applauſe of 

: the emperor and the ſenate, yet the addition of 15 
yours will be a very conſiderable ſatis faction to 555 
g ; him. Thoſe who are actuated by a ſenſe of fame rg 
5 are fond of praiſe, even tho? it comes from their q 
j inferiors; but Marcellinus has o high an eſteem * 
| of you, as to be particularly defirous to appror 00 
himſelf to your judgment.” To which let me add, . I 
| it will heighten his pleaſure when he finds, that 0 ; 
2 the fame of this action has travelled ſo fat as u © 
_ have reached you. For F know not how it i I, 1 f 
* mankind are generally more pleaſed with an er. ll . X 
1 xenfive than « even a ny ea CENT” = Farewel 40 
I. E 7 T E K XIII. To 0 Pp: Ia: | 7 1e 
0 ; Idee that you are ſaſely arrived in Rome; - 
| for tho” Fam always deſirous to ſe you, Tal. 
1 more particularly ſo nOow.- I purpoſe to continue 5 
| a few days longer at my hoüſe at Tuſcuhnn, in in & 
N order to Brin a work which * have upon my ” 
hands. For Tam afraid, ſhould 1 put 4 ſtop to «, 
this defien now that it is ſo nearly completed, 1 4 f 
g ſhall find it diffcult to reſutne it. In the mem UI e 
chile, that Lriay loſe no time; ſend this letter «| 
j | before me to requeſt a favor of you, which T Dope Will .. 
[ 5 ſhortly to laſſe ini perſon. But before 1 infortii-you « 
f what a requeſts is, man er you into the ve. . 
| 1001101452130 S990 en 70! nen 8 2 id * * 1 
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ſion of it. Being lately at Comum, the place of 
my nativity, a young lad, ſon to one of my neiph- 


bors, made me a viſit: I afked him whether le 


ſtudied oratory, and where? he told me he did, 


and at * Mediolanum. And why not here? B- 


cauſe, (ſaid his father, who came with him) we 


have no profeſſots. NO faid 1, ſurely it near 


y concerns you who are fathers (and very op- 


« portunely ſeveral of the company were ſo) thitt 
« your ſons ſhould receive their education here, 
« rather than any where elſe.” For where can 
they be placed more agreeably than in their 


„ou country, or inſtructed with more ſafety 


and leſs expence than at home and under the 
« eye of their parents? Upon what very eaſy 


terms might you, by A general contribution, 


« ply towards the raiſing a ſalary for them, the 


extraordinary expence it coſts you for your 


« ſons journies, lodgings, and whatever elſe you 
pay for upon account of their being abroad; 
© as pay indeed you muſt in ſuch a caſe for every 
© thing. - Tho' I have no children myſelf, yet I 
« ſhall -willingly. contribute to a deſign ſo bene- 
* ficial (to what! I: lo upon as à child, or a pa- 
* rent) my country; and, therefüre I. will ad- 


* yance a third part of any ſum you ſhall think 


0 "PRI to * for this n I would take 
i 0 319 3 cc: Den: 
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upon myſelf the whole expence, were I not ap. 


e prehenſive that my benefaction might hereafter 


* be abuſed and perverted to private ends; as! 
have obſerved to be the caſe in ſeveral places 


e where public foundations of this nature have 
< been eſtabliſhed. The ſingle means to prevent 


* this miſchief is, to leave the choice of the pro 
„ feſſors entirely in the breaſt of the parent, 
who will be ſo much the more careful to de. 
<« termine properly, as they ſhall be obliged to 


e ſhare the expence of maintaining them. For 

ce 993 PR 3 1 es ' 
tho' they may be careleſs in diſpoſing of ano- 

<« ther's bounty, they will certainly be cautious 


how they apply their own; and will ſee that 


none but thoſe who deſerve it ſhall receive my 
« money, when they muſt at the ſame time re- 


* ceive theirs too. Let my example then en- 


© courage you to unite heartily in this uſeful de. 


* ſign; and be aſſured the greater the ſum my iſ 


* ſhare ſhall amount to, the more agreeable i 
will be to me. You can undertake nothing 


c that will be more advantageous to your chil. 
_ « dren, nor more acceptable to your country. 


„They will by this means receive their educa- 


tion where they receive their birth, and be ac- 
-« cuſtomed from their infancy to inhabit and 
e affect their native foil. May you be able t 


<« procure profeſſors of ſuch: diſtinguiſhed: abi. 


*« ities, that the neighboripg towns ſhall be glad 
- nn 
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« to draw their learning from hence; and as you 
« now ſend your children to foreigners for educa- 


« tion, may foreigners in their t turn flock hither for 


their inſtruction.“ 


T thought proper thus to lay open to you the 


riſe of this affair, that you might be the more ſen- 
fible how agreeable it will be to me, if you under- 
take the office I requeſt. I intreat you therefore, 
with all the earneſtneſs a matter of ſo much im- 


portance deſerves, to look out, amongſt the great 
numbers of men of letters which the reputation of 
your genius brings to you, proper perſons to whom 


we may apply for this purpoſe ; but without en- 
. tering into any agreement with them on my part. 


For I would leave it entirely free to the parents to 
judge and chooſe as they ſhall ſee proper: all the 
ſhare I pretend to claim is, that of contributing 
my care and my money. If therefore any one 
ſhall be found who thinks himſelf. qualified for 


the undertaking, he may repair thither; but 


without relying upon any _ but his merit. 


Farewel. 
Is E T T E R xIV. To Parzaxvs. 


O expect, perhaps, as uſual, ſome grave 
oration; but I am going to put into your 
hands, as a moſt delicate curioſity, ſome of my 
poetical amuſements. Lou will receive then with 
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| this letter a collection of my verſes, which ! 
| wrote to while away an idle hour upon the road, 


mor; and accordingly the ſtile is ſometimes ele. 


liſh. If you ſhould meet with any paſſages which 
with my apology, in the example of | thoſe great 
in the ſame kind of writing, Who without ſcruple 


tions, but the plaineſt terms. This, however, is 


theleſs, I entirely approve of the rule which Ca- 


: Plaſen mt, when mo oy £9: | 3 8 


E _ 
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in the bath, or at table. They were compoſed 
upon different occaſions, as I found myſelf. in 2 


vated, and ſometimes ſimple, I endeavored by 
this variety to hit different taſtes; as ſome things 
may be foune in them, perhaps, of general re- 


may ſeem too free, your reading will ſupply you 
and venerable ' names who have gone before me 
have employed not only the warmeſt deſcrip- 
a liberty 1 have not allowed myſelf ; not as pre- 
tending to more ſeverity (for why ſhould 1?) but 
becauſe, in truth, I have leſs courage. Never- 


tollus lays down for this kind. of . 


- Lt the poet's conduct be 
Free from-wanton leu: 
Not ſo his muſe — her Jportive lay 


* * 
ren 
as 
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You ſei it as an ſinſtance of the great 
value I ſet upon your judgment, that I venture 
to ſubmit the whole to your examination, rather 
than ſelect out of them ſome of the more ffiniſhed 
pieces for your approbation. Indeed in this kind 


well enough if they were viewed ſeparately, loſe 
all their advantage, by appearing in better com- 


not to compare Pieces of diſtinct ſorts with one 
another, but examine each performance apart, 


give theſe trifles the title of * Hendecaſyllables, in 
Mato to the meaſure in which the verſes are 
compoſed. Call them, if you think proper, 


ii 


522 


5 ak 


© A verſe conſiſting of eleven ſyllables. 
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of miſcellaneous collections, what would. paſs off 
pany. But a ſenſible and diſcerning reader ought 


and if it is. perfect in its kind, not condemn it 
becauſe ! it falls ſhort of the beavties of ſome others ; 
of a different nature. But I will ſay nothing 
more of them: for to attempt to excuſe of re- 
commend this idle bulineſs by a long preface, 
would be adding one folly to another. I will 
only therefore, premiſe farther, that I deſign to 


Epigrams, Felde or 1 75 many others 09) | 


freedom that you would to | others. A Wben 1 
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aſk this, 1 think, 1 lay you under no difficulty 
If, indeed, theſe little poetical eſſays were my 
only or chief productions, it might ſound, per. 
| haps, a little harſh to adviſe me, 7 mind fone. 
thing elſe ; but you may with great delicacy and 
politeneſs tell me, d have TOY 1 20 to mind. 
e Fare wel. 


LETTER XV. To Foxpaxus, 


F 1 can | pretend to judgment in any thing, 
is undoubtedly in the ſingular affection which 
1 have for Aſinius Rufus. He is a perſon of the 
higheſt merit, and a friend to all good men, in 
which number why may I not venture to include 
myſelf ? ? He and Tacitus (to whoſe eminent vir- 
tues you are no ſtranger) are united i in the ſtricteſt 
intimacy. If therefore, you eſteem us, you 
cannot but have the ſame favorable ſentiments of | 
' Rufus; for a ſimilitude of manners is, you know, 
the ſtrongeſt cement of friendſhip. He has ſeve- | 
ral children: and in this, as in. every thing elſe, 
he acts the part of a friend to his country, by 
ſupplying it with a numerous race of citizens, 
Which he ſees with pleaſure extend to a ſecond 
generation; 5 and this in an age when even one 
child is thought a bur: hen, as it prevents that 
| lucrative 
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* Jucrative adulation which is uſually paid to 
thoſe who have none. But he' ſcorns ſuch low 
views, and thinks himſelf happy in the title of 
orand-father z for which he is indebted to Satu- 
rus Firmus: a perſon whom you would efteem 
as much as I do, if you knew him as well. My 
deſign in all this detail, is, to let you ſee, what 
a numerous family you may oblige by conferring 
a ſingle favor: a favor which I apply to you 
for, becauſe I ſincerely wiſh and affuredly pre- 
fage you will ſoon be in a condition to grant it. 
[ hope and believe you will be Conſul the ap- 
VVV proaching 
2 As luxury prevailed among the Romans, avarice, its ſure 

attendant, increaſed in proportion, and among other baſe me- 
thods of gratifying the importunate demands of unhounded 
defires, the mean practice of paying court to the wealthy with 
a view to their fortunes, was extremely common. Horace has 


_ expoſed this contemptible commerce in his uſual agreeable 
manner, and recommends it as the moſt infallible method of 


becoming ric. 


A. | c ts | 
« Divittas eriſque ruam, dic augur, acervos ?"" 
Dixi equidem, & dico: captes aſtutus ubigue 
Teſtamenta ſenum; neu, fi vafer unus & alter 
Inſidiatorem preroſo fugerit bamo, 5 
Au ſpem deponas, aut artem, illuſus, omittas. 


Sat. 5. 1.2. 


„ Tell, for you know, my friend prophetic tell, 
« What ſhall I do my empty bags to ſwell ?? _ 
Have I not ſaid it? and I ſay it ſtill, 
Court each rich dolt, and flide into his will: 
Tho' here or there, perhaps, a rogue be found, 
Too wiſe to gorge the hook he nibbles round, 
Loſe not thy hopes, nor quit, deceiv'd, the game. 
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Proaching year? and in this perſuaſion I am con. 


the diſtinguiſning judgment of the emperor. Ah. 
ther Fought to ſay (Which however the father 


Lo, : man, than bis father. Were Ito repreſent his 


ene: oy bh ſt 
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Armed, both by your on conſpicuous merit, and 


mins Baſſus, che eldeſt fon of Rufus, ſolicits the 
Quaſtorſhip at the ſame time. I know not whe- 


would have. me both ſay and think, tho” Baſſus 
is too modeſt to allow of it) that he is a greater 


abilities, his probity, his learning, his genius, 
Kis application and his parts as great as you 
will. mot ceny errsctense en is- FH who 
ve he e the character. 1 wiſh 
dur age ſo abounded in merit, as to ſupph 
vou with ſome who might juſtly ſtand in com. 
petition with him. In that caſe 1 ſhould be 
the firſt to adviſe you, to conſider well where th 
fix your choice : but the misfortune is—how- 
ever I will not ſpeak of my friend in an invidi- 
ous ſtrain- I wilt only ſay he is a voung man, 
who deſerves you ſhould. look upon him in the 
ſame relation as our anceſtors uſe to conſider 
_ thew 75 Quæſtors, that is, as your ſon. Men of 
your character for wiſdom ſhould chooſe their 
political children, of the fame caſt they n 

e e "a fan | iſh 


— The colllbekiop deren a Consol and pls. flor, Ke. 
Was conſidered. by, the. ancient Romans as a . Ee: e Ergnge® 
kind. Vid. Cic. in Werrem. 5 
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with nature to form their real ones. Will | it not 
be an honor ko your Conſulſhip to have 2 Quzſtor 
whoſe father has been Prætor, and whoſe relations 
conſuls, yet who, | tho? but 4 youth, "retſpds 
back to his family (and that 'by Mir own confeſ- 
ſion) as much glory as he Qerives from it? Let 
me entreat you then to conply wich my requeſt 
and my advice. In which, if I ſeem premature. 
| hope you will pardon me, when you conliger, 
that in a place where every thing is ; ſeized | by the 
man who can firſt hy hold be it, it is lch ing 
much too late to Wait till  previſely the proper ; 
time: bUides that” there i is a a pleaſure i in \ apticipa- 


” ATP 


ting one's Wiſhes: Allow Balls then to revere 
you already” 3 as "Conſul." -and do'y you in return I 
eſteem him as: your Quæſtor; ; and may ! who | 
love you bot 5 „ enjoy 6y that doüdle pleaſüre. The 
truth is, 48 6 500 have each ſo e equal Ya laim wh * 
affection, that! Wall be obliged! to promote e wit i 
my aſſiduity and cfedit both your intereſts i in this 
affair, tho they mbuld happen to "NE | 
ſo it will be extremel agreeable if I may be able 
to ſerve theſe ty ends! at one and the fame time 
in my good offices to this young man f ag 


word, to be Tupps ted in this foliciation þy 5 your 


lo £ 
aiftance; Þ Whose ju 5 vg and ſa firage rage 4 if 1 5 
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LE £ TER XVI. To VaLERivs Pavlixys 


Nb. with me, my friend, not only upon 
K my account, but your own, and that of 
the public; ; for Eloquence is {till held in honor 
Being lately engaged to plead in a cauſe before 
the Centumvri, the crowd was ſo great that! 
could not get to my place, but in paſſing by the 
tribunal where the judges fat. And I have this 
pleaſing circumſtance to add farther, that a young 
nobleman having loſt his robe in the preſs, ſtood 
in his veſt to hear me for ſeven hours together: 
for ſo long I was. ſpeaking; and with a ſuccel 
equal to my great fatigue. Come on then, my 
friend, and let us earneſtly purſue our ſtudies, 
nor ſcreen our on indolence under pretence | 
of that of the public. . Never, we may reſt aſ- 
_ ſured, will there be wanting hearers and readers, 
ſo long as we can ſupply them with orators and 
authors worthy of their attention. F arewel. 


D 


LE T TER, xv. 275 0. > FAG 1 f 

* ä 2 U acquaint n me chat Croll. the conſul 
'& elect, has commenced a ſuit againſt Cor- | 
Tellia, and earneſtly beg me to undertake her cauſe 
in her abſence. l have reaſon to thank you 
0 1285 1 
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for your information, ſo I have to complain of 
your intreaties: without the firſt, indeed, I ſhould 
have been ignorant of this affair, but the laſt was 
unneceſſary, as T want no ſolicitations to comply, 
where it would be ungenerous in me to refuſe; for 
can I heſitate a moment to take upon myſelf the 
protection of a daughter of Correllius? Tris true, 
indeed, tho*-there is no particular intimacy be- 
tween her adverſary and me, we are, however, 
upon good terms. It is true likewiſe, that he is 
a perſon of great rank, and who has a claim to 
particular regard from me, as he is entering upon 
an office, which I have had the honor to fill; and 
t is natural for: a man to be deſirous thoſe dignities 
ſhould be treated with the higheſt reſpect, which 
he himſelf once poſſeſſed. Yet theſe conſidera- 
tions have little weight, when I reflect that it is 
the daughter of Correllius whom I am to defend. 
The memory of chat excellent perſon, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater dig- 
nity, rectitude, and good ſenſe, is indelibly im- 
preſſed upon my mind. 1 admired him before 1 
vas acquainted with him; and contrary to what 
is uſually. the caſe, my eſteem increaſed in pro- 
portion as I knew him better: and indeed 1 
knew him thoroughly, for he treated me without 


reſerve, and admitted me to ſhare in his joys and his 


ſorrows, in his gay and his ſerious hours. When 
I was but a Youth, he * and ( will 
1 even 
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22 THE LETTERS Bock Iv. 
even venture to ſay) revered me as if I had been 
his equal. When I ſolicited any poſt of honor, 
he ſupported me with his intereſt, and recom. 
mended, me by his teſtimony; when I entered 
upon it, he was my introducer and my attendant; 
when 1 exerciſed it, he was my guide and my 
counſellor. In a word, vherever my intereſt 
was concerned, he exerted himſelf with as much 
alacrity as if he had been in all his health and vi. 
gor. In private, in public, and at court, how 
often has he advanced and ſupported my reputa. 
tion ! It happened once, that the converſation be- 
fore the emperor: Nerva turned upon the hopeful 
young men of that time, and ſeveral of the com. 
pany were pleaſed to mention me with applauſe: 
he ſat for a little while ſilent, hich gave what 
he ſaid the greater weight; and then with that 
air of dignity, to which you are no ſtranger, 
muſt be reſerved, ſaid he, in my praiſes of Plim, be 
_ cauſe be does nothing "without my" afuice. By which 
ſingle ſentence he gave me a greater character 
than I would preſume even do wiſti for, as he re- 
preſented my conduct to be always ſuch as wiſ- 
dom mult approve, ſince it was wholly under 
the direction of one of the wiſeſt of men. Even 
in his laſt moments he ſaid to his daughter, (as ſhe 
often mentions, ) I habe in the courſi ei u long li 
raifed' up wy JO. to 1 ar. thore is none 
II I) bos Wenzl al e K 300 that 
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that you may more aſſuredly depend upon, than Pliny | 
and Cornutus. A circumſtance I cannot reflect up- 
on, without being deeply ſenſible how much it is 
incumbent upon me, to endeayor to act up to 
the opinion ſo excellent a judge of mankind con- 
ceived of me. I ſhall therefore moſt readily give 
my aſſiſtance | to Corellia in this affair; and will- 
ingly hazard any diſpleaſure I may incur by ap- 
pearing in her cauſe, - Tho? I ſhould imagine, if 
in the courſe. of my pleadings I ſhould find an 
opportunity to explain and enforce, more at large 
than I can do in a letter, the reaſons 1 have here 
mentioned, upon which I reſt at once my apolo- 
oy and my glory; her adverſary (whoſe ſuit may 
perhaps, as you ſay; be entirely unprecedented, 


as it is againſt a woman) will not __ excuſe, but | 
approve: = rte Fee 


1 E T T E R xvi. To 0 AnToxInus. 


1A N I give you a e inſtance how 
much I admire your Greek epigrams, than 
by having endeavored to imitate ſome of them in 
a Latin tranſlation? I confeſs however, partly 
from the weakneſs, or as Lucretius calls it, the 
prverty of our native language, much to their diſ- 
advantage: yet, if cloathed in a Roman dreſs, 
and by my unſkilful hand, you ſhould Kill be able 
Vor. I. — to 
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even venture to ſay) revered me as if I had been 


his equal. When J ſolicited any poſt of honor, 1 
he - ſupported; me with his intereſt, and recom. A 
mended. me by his, teſtimony 3 when I entered * 
upon it, he was my introducer and my attendant; oh 
when 1 exerciſed it, he was my guide and my 1 
counſellor. In a word, wherever my intereſt 25 
was concerned, he exerted himſelf with as much . 
alacrity as if he had been in all his health and yi bod 
Sor. In private, in public, and at court, how 0 
often has he advanced and ſupported my reputa- op] 
tion! It happened once, that the converſation be- a 
fore the emperor Nerva turned upon the hopeful 10 
young men of that time, and ſeveral of the com. 
| pany were pleaſed to mention mb with: applauſe: I © 
he fit for a little while ſilent, Which gave wha i * 
he faid: the greater: weight; and then with that ap 


air of dignity, to which you are no ſtranger, Mt 
muſt be reſerved, ſaid he, in my praiſes of Pliny, be. 
cauſe he does nothing "without my allvice. By which 
ſingle ſentence he gave me a greater charakter 
than. I would preſume even to wiſti for, as he re- 
preſented my conduct to be always ſuch as wit- | 
dom muſt approve, ſince it was wholly under 
the direction of one of the wiſeſt of men. Even 
in his laſt moments he ſaid to his daughter, (as ſne 
often mentions,) I have in the courſi et u long life 
_ 7 OW" 1 to Jou N there in nn, 
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that you may more aſſurediy depend upon, than Plin - 
and Corntttus. A circumſtance I cannot reflect up- 
on, without being deeply ſenſible how much it is 
incumbent upon me, to endeavor to act up to 
the opinion ſo excellent a judge of mankind con- 
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ceived of me. I ſhall therefore moſt readily give 
my aſſiſtance to Corellia in this affair; and will- 
ingly hazard any diſpleaſure I may incur by ap- 
pearing in her cauſe, - Tho? I ſhould imagine, if 
in the courſe. of my. pleadings I ſhould find an 
opportunity to explain and enforce, more at large 
than I can do in a letter, the reaſons 1 have here 
mentioned, upon which I reſt at once my apolo- 
oy and my glory; her adverſary (whoſe ſuit may 
perhaps, as you ſay, be entirely unprecedented, 
as it is againſt a woman) will not mY excuſe, but 
prove _ conduet.:: dat 
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\ANI give you a” b b 10 I 
much I admire your Greek: epigrams, than 
bs havidge endeavored to imitate ſome of them in 
a Latin tranſlation? I confeſs however, partly 
from the weakneſs, or as Lucretius calls it, the 
poverty of our'native language, much to their diſ- 
advantage: yet, if cloathed in a Roman dreſs, 
and by my unſkilful hand, you ſhould ſill be able 
Vor. 1. e . 
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to difcover ſome remaining beauty in them; why 
muſt their charms be, do you 'imagine, when 
adorned with all the majeſty of the Greek lan. 
guage, and formed by your en genius! 
ng 


LETTER XIX. To Hioyvuts, 


S you are an dhe inſtance om tender 
£ A regard to your family in general, and to 
your late excellent brother in particular, whoſe 
 affeQtion you returned with an equal warmth of | 
reſentment ; and have not only ſhewn' the kind. 
neſs of an aunt, but ſupplied the loſs of a ten- 
der parent to his daughter*; you will hear, | 
am well perſuaded, with infinite pleaſure, that 
ſhe behaves worthy of her father, her grand- 
father, and yourſelf. She poſſeſſes an excellent 

_ underſtanding, together with a conſummate 
prudence, and. gives the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of 
the puriry of her heart by her fondneſs' of m. 
Her affection to me has given her a turh. © 
books; and my compoſitions, which ſhe takes 
a pleaſure in reading, and even getting | by 
heart, are continually in her hands. Ho full 
of tender ſolicitude is the when 1 am entering 
upon any cauſe? How kindly does ſhe rejoice 
with me when it is over? While I am pleading, 
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1 Calphurnia, Pliny's wife: 
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ſhe places perſons to inform her from time to 
time how- I am heard, what applauſes I receive, 
and what ſucceſs attends the cauſe, When at any 
time I recite my works, ſhe conceals herſelf 
behind ſome curtain, and with ſecret rapture en- 
joys my praiſes. She ſings my verſes to her lyre, 
with no other maſter but Love, the beſt inſtruc- 
or, for her guide. From theſe happy circum- - 
ſtances I draw my moſt aſſured hopes, that the 
barmony between us will increaſe with our days, 
and be as laſting as our lives. For it is not my 
jouth or my peiſon, which time gradually i im- 
pairs ; it is my reputation and my glory of which 
ſhe is enamored. But what leſs could be expect- 
ed from one who was trained by your hands, and 

formed by your inſtructions; who was early fa- 
miliariſed under your roof with all that is worthy 

and amiable, and was firſt taught to conceive an 


affection for me, by the advantageous colors in 


which you were pleaſed to repreſent me. And as 
you revered my mother with all the reſpect due 
even to a parent, ſo you kindly directed and en- 
couraged my infancy, preſaging of me from that 
early period all that my wife now fondly ima 
vines I really am. Accept therefore of our mu- 
wal thanks, that you have thus, as it were leber: 
edly, formed u us for each ochet. | Farewet: | 
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LETTER XX. To Maximus. 


sam 

[ lam 

2 1 Have already acquainted 1 you with my opinion infant 
1 of each particular part of your work, az | birth 
peruſed it; 1 muſt now tell you my general thought kuſb3 
of the whole. It is a ſtrong. and beautiful per. Wl 7 2 


formance ; the ſentiments are fi ſublime and mal 
culine, and conceived j in all the variety of a a preg- 
nant. imagination; 3, the diction is chaſte and elegant; 
the hgures are happily choſen, : and a copious and 
diffuſive vein 1 of eloquence x runs through 1 the whole, 
5 and raiſes a very high idea of the author. Lou ſeem 
| borne away by the full tide of a ſtrong ; imaginz- 
tion and deep ſorrow, which, myrually, aſſiſt and 
heighten each other ; ; for your genius gives ſubli- 
mity and majeſty to your paſſion and your paſſion 
adds che, and ROBINS, to Your, (REDS 
F arewel. 
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OW 8 a 1 — has 8 the, Gang. 4 
ters of. Helvidi 181 Theſe, two fiſters are the 
both dead 1 in c child-bed, alter! having each of them * ; 
: been delivered of a girl. This misfortune Pierces 
| me with the deepeſt ſorrow. 4 as indeed, to. ſee, two ha 
ſuch amiable young ladies fall a ſacrifice to their 1 


fruaMncſs in the OY and nated of their Ter, 
1s 
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5a misfortune which I cannot too greatly lament. 
[ lament for the unhappy condition of the poor 
infants, who are thus become orphans from their 
birth: 1 lament for the ſake, of the diſconſolate 
nuſbands of theſe ladies; and I lament too for 
my own, - The affection I bear to the memory 
of their late father, is inviolable, as. my. de- 
fence of him in the ſenate, and all my writings 
will witneſs for me. Of three children which 
frvived, him there now, remains but one; and his 
family that had lately ſo many noble ſupports, 
reſts only upon a ſingle perſon! It will, how- | 
ever, be a great mitigation of my affliction, if 
fortune ſhall kindly ſpare that one, and render 
kim worthy, of his father, and," grand-father: and 
| am ſo much the more anxious for his welfare and 
good conduct, as he is the only branch of the fa- 
mily remaining. You know the ſoftneſs and ſoli- 
crude of my heart where I haye any tender attach- 
ments: you muſt not wonder then, that I have 
many fears, where I have great hopes. Farewel. 
See B. 9. let. 13. VOY. 1 Ig AID 2 - 
The famous Helvidius Priſcus, who ſignalized himſelf in 
tie ſenate by the freedom of his ſpeeches in favor of liberty, 
during the reigns of Galba, Otho, Vitellius. and Veſpaſian ; 
in whoſe time he was put to death by the order of the ſenate, 
tho' contrary to the inclination of the emperor, | who'counter- 
manded the execution : but it was too late, the executioner 
having performed his office he fore the meſſenger arrived. Ta- 
citus repreſents him as acting in all the various duties of ſocial 
life with one conſiſtent tenor of uniform” virtue; ſuperior to 
all temptations of wealth, of inflexible integrity, Wh ali 
t 9712 YO TO RIOT ue: FLU 
5 1 at + * el Er "4 SB TONES LENT BID 374 4 - N 44.06 
Eq” Ke BT's 


_ "ot . T 1 2 E r 7 T ; — .: : 2 9 — = xp — >. - n — — 
a - - 2 0 : 8 — * v 2 2 TED. N IG ih. © D r F q | "hw x is * S — * — 
8 R 9 TE _— OO 2 2 am 3 2 2 = E = OY r 1 3 > I 2 ERS — 20S — — 1 
IX — . "Tu I I 4 2 — — mage — 3 = == . Po TT _— = 4 : — — * 
— 2 EE Korn -— rn OS a r — — == nn — : — — Ceo Conn — — EEE EE I —— — — — IS = 
E IS — - 8 — - . ed ae es = — — — — = —_ - — E : 
— 2 — = —- ö * — —— — 2 — —— — = - N - = 2 7 
—— AA Oates — We eat — — * * wt . - — 


— wen 


_ * 


of his aſſeſſors, in a cauſe wherein he him- 
ſelf prefided. A certain perſon left by his will 
a fund for the eſtabliſhment of the * gymnaſtic 
games at Vienna. Theſe my worthy friend Tre 
bonius Rufinus, when he exerciſed the office of 
Duumvir*, had ordered to be totally aboliſhed; 
and it was now alledged againſt him, that he had 
no authority for ſo doing. He ſpoke in his om 
cauſe with a ſucceſs equal to his great eloquence; 
and what particularly recommended his ſpeech 


boldneſs becoming a true Roman and a good ci. 


the ſentiments of the aſſeſſors were taken, Junius 
Mauricus (who in reſolution and integrity has no 


| of ſolemnizing theſe games ſhould not be reſtored 


4 The Duumviri, ſo called from their number, being only 


who were a kind of ſenators. Sigonius de jure Ital. 1. 3.4. 
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LETTER XXII. To Ruevs. 


T Lately attended our exeellent emperor * as one 


eee 750 
was, that he delivered it with a certain ſeaſonable in! 


tizen, who ſtood up in his own defence. When ow 


an 
ſuperior) declared it was his opinion, that the liberty 


t 


%%% ͤ ore Rt yg On ys 1 

v» So called, becauſe the perſons whe performed in theſe 
games were naked. They conſiſted principally of running, 
weeſtling, and boxing. +> RO 


. 7 


e Vienne in Dauphin, a province in France. 


hi 
oy 


two, were magiſtrates in the corporate cities, who exerciſed 
in their reſpective corporations, the ſame functions as the Con- 
fuls at Rome; they were choſen out of the body of Decuriones, 
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to the people of Vien na; and would to God, add- 
ed he, they could be aboliſbed at Rome i This, 
you will ſay, was an inſtance of great © firmneſs : 
but it is nothing uncommon in Mauricus. He 
cave as ſtrong a proof of his honeſt freedom, be- 
fore the late emperor, Nerva. Being at ſupper 
one evening with that prince and a few ſelect 
friends, Vezento * was placed next to the emperor: 
After J have named the man, I need fay no mere 
to raiſe your indignation. The diſcourſe happen- 
ed to turn upon Catullus Meſſalinus, who had a 
foul as dark as his body; for he was not only 
curſed with want of fight, but want of humanity. 
As he was uninfluenced either by fear, ſhame, or 
compaſſion, he proved a very proper inſtrument 
in the hand of Domitian to execute his black pur- 
poſes againſt every man of worth. The company 
gave their ſentiments of the ſanguinary counſels 
and infamous practices of this creature. And 

« what, ſaid the emperor, would have been his 
fate had he lived now?” To bave fupped with 
15 replied Mauricus. But to return from this 
long digreſſion, into which, however, I did not 
fall undeſignedly. It was determined theſe games 
ſhould be 2 which had greatly infected 

4 | ee the 


8 


0 Trajan was fond of this kind of entertainments, and bad 
himſelf exhibited ſome voy ſplendid ones, upon his triumph 
over the Dacians. | | 

An infamous Hycophant frequent)y mentioned by Juvenal. 


\ * = & 1 — 
- - — — A F- 7 = - * 
* * — 2 2 5 — — F< © 
n * 3 * * g — 4 - — — * * 
— * r = — 27 — 


— 
n 


= — — — 
pe Sat CoA SE — 1 ** 
„ Seed od a lan de a 


= — IEA <4 
ET r - hom - = 
_ 9 ä 
28 n n 5 


3 — * $£ = 
=; — — — * 2 
ES WEE. — 


But the vices of the Viennenſes are confin'd within 
their own walls; ours have a more extenſive in- 


natural, thoſe diſorders are moſt dangerous that 
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| [ HAD the pleaſure to hear from our common 
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4 up to retirement, when we are arrived beyond 
our ſixtieth year“. How do J long for the 


houſe, after that age. Seneca de Civ. vit. c. 0. 
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the manners of che people of Vienna; as they 
have univerſally had the» ſame effect among us. 


Book 
time 
Whe 
exan 
retir 
fluence: for it is in the body politic, as in the 


flow from the head. F arewel. 


friends, that you ſupport the dignity of eaſe 


a) 

in your agreeable retirement, as becomes a man thr 
of your diſtinguiſhed . wiſdom ;z that you mix ex- ust 
erciſe with contemplation, and learned conferen- ſte 
ces with much reading; in a word, that you are a 
daily increaſing that glorious fund of knowledge in 


you already poſſeſs. This is to grow old in a way 


| 
worthy of one who has diſcharged the higheſt ; 
offices both civil and military, and who gave 0 
himſelf wholly up to the ſervice of the common- r 
wealth, whilſt it became him to do ſo. Our | 
youth and manhood we owe to our country, but 
our declining age is due to ourſelves; as the 6 
laws themſelves ſeem to ſuggeſt, which reſign us : 


ti me 


a A fn n ator was not t obliged to ad the buſineſs of the 


r PEN 25 


Book IV. 


they I ame when I ſhall enjoy that happy privilege! 
; Us, When my years will Juſtify my following the 
thin example of your honorable retreat! When my 


retirement ſhall not be deemed W but r re · 
pr” r tn DTH es n 


LETTER XXIV. To VaLens. wa 


EING e lately 5 in a cauſe before the 
Centumviti, it occur'd to me that when I was 

a youth I was alſo concerned in one which paſſed 

thro! the ſame courts. I could not forbear, as 


ex- uſual, to purſue the reflection my mind had 
ren- ſtarted, and to conſider if. there were any of thoſe. 
are advocates then preſent, who were Joined with me 
doe in the former cauſe ; but I found I was the only 
way perſon remaining who had been counſel in both: 5 
heſt ſuch changes does the inſtability of human nature, 
ave or the viciſſitudes of fortune produce! Death had 
on- removed ſome; baniſhment others; age and infir- 
Our mities had ſilenced thoſe, while theſe were with- 
but drawn to enjoy the happineſs of retirement; one 
the was at the head of an army; and the indulgence 

| us of the prince had exempted another from the bur- 
ond then of civil employments. What turns of for- 
the WY tune have I experienced even in my own perſon ! 


It was eloquence that firſt raiſed me; it was che 
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quence that occaſioned my diſgrace ; and it wy, 
eloquence that advanced me again. The friend. 
ſhips of the wiſe and good at my firſt appearance 
in the world, were highly ferviceable to me; the 
fame friendſhips proved afterward extremely pre- 
Judicial to my intereſt, and now again they are 
my ornament, and ſupport. If you compute the 
time in which theſe incidents have happened, it is 
but a few years; if you number the events, it 
| ſeems an age. A leſſon that will teach us to check 
both our deſpair and preſumption, when we ob. 
ſerve ſuch a variety of revolutions roll round in 
ſo ſwift and narrow a circle. It is my cuſtom to 
communicate to my friend all my thoughts, and 
to ſet before him the ſame rules and examples, by 
which I regulate my own conduct: and ſuch Was 
my deſign in this letter. , a F arewel. 


* Lo Fa 
. B n 


* A 4 * — = n a * * 0 0 — TE . * 
IEEE ae 2 — + oe = _— ORE IIS CEE on oe] = . — * 
* . — > - Q 5 : - — — - — ne 2 Ge = 5 


A 


3 Y - 0 — - ; 
— LM *w̃ ͥ ͥ&ÄQͥU²aꝛ··· 5 


P 
9 . re 
— — —— - el 


P «ĩð x . . ˙˖»—¾»‚] 23. 7s Pa 
— * 8 = * 


777. won or 


2 


— 2 WP — * * 
DEE IS — * e 


2 — - : EE — — 
2 r 5 
3 2 — r 


LESS 3 TR YEE tt ia AG inn ES ESL 


E 
9 I Le 
ar BITS 27 
"= Az = 
— 3 — — = 2 


3 = — — 
5 
PETE 


LETTER XXV. To Maxluus. 
J Mentioned to you in a former letter, that I 
, apprehended the method of voting by ballots 
would be attended with inconveniencies, and fo it 
has proved. At the laſt election of magiſtrates, 
upon ſome of the tablets were written ſeveral 
Pieces of pleaſantry, and e even indecencies; ; in one 
Par. 


mak 1Y;: GF PLINY,; | as 


particularly, inſtead of the name of the candidate, 
was inſerted the names of thoſe who eſpouſed his 
intereſt. The ſenate was extremely exaſperated at 
this inſolence; and with one voice threatened the 
vengeance of the emperor upon the author; But 
he lay concealed, and poſſibly might be in the 
number of thoſe who expreſſed the greateſt indig- 
nation. What muſt one think of ſuch a man's 
private conduct, who in public, upon ſo impor- 
tant an affair, and at ſo folemn a time, could in- 
dulge himſelf in ſuch ſcurrilous liberties, and 

dare to act the droll in the face of the ſenate? 

Who will know it, is the argument that prompts 
little and baſe minds to commit theſe indecen- 


cies. Secure from being diſcovered by others, and 


unawed by any ſelf- reſpect, they take their pen 
and tablets; and hence ariſes theſe buffooneries, 
which are fit only for the ſtage. What coutſe 
ſhall we take, what remedy apply againſt this 
abuſe ? Our diſorders indeed, in general, have 
every where eluded all attempts to reſtrain them; 
But this is a point much too' high for us, and will 

be the care of that ſuperior power, who by theſe 

low but daring inſults, has daily freſh occa- 
ſions of exerting all his pains and — 
F arewel. Fo 


"LET, 
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ei LETTER XXVI. 2 Nuo. 


| * E er n 0 me A io fil the 
correction of my works, which you have 
adn the pains to collect, I ſhall moſt willingly 
comply with; as indeed there is nothing I ought 
to do with more readineſs, eſpecially at your in- 
ſtance. When a man of ſuch dignity, learning, 
and eloquence, deeply engaged in buſineſs, and en- 
tering upon the important government of a pro- 
vince, has ſo good an opinion of my compoſitions 
as to think them worth taking with him, how am 
J obliged to endeavor that this part of his bag. 
gage may not ſeem an uſeleſs embarraſſment? My 
firſt care therefore ſhall be, that they may attend 
| you with all the advantages poſſible; and my 
next, to ſupply. you at your return with others, 
vhich you may not think undeſerving to be added 
to them; for I, can have no ſtronger encourage- 
ment to enter upon ſome new deſign, than being 
aſſured of finding a reader of n taſte and dif- 
cernment. F vowel, - 


we *% 


1 ETI E R XXVII. To Fatco. | 


2 Have been attending theſe three dom ay re- 
cital of Avgurinus's poems, which J heard 
not only v with great Pleaſure, but even admira- 


tion. | 
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tion. They are conceived with much delicacy 
and elegance, and abound with numberleſs ftrokes 
of tenderneſs. and ſublimity, of wit and ſatire. 1 
am of opinion, there has not any thing for theſe : 
many years appeared more-finiſhed'of the kind; 
if indeed my great affection for him, and the 
praiſes he beſtows upon me, do not biaſs my judp- 
ment. He introduces his poems with obſerving; 
that I ſometimes amuſe myſelf with writing verſes; 
If 1 can recolle& the ſecond' line of this intro- 
duction (for the reſt I remember, and have often 
n m__ ſhall n if ee ſentiments of 
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Let Pliny my example bee 
Him the ſacred nine inflame z., + + +/+ -; 
Mare than ancient pony. bet Z 1 
2 1 e b A 1 
While far the noiſy bar be flies: | 
Say then ye grave, ye formal ſay, (1 
Who Ball gentle Joe dhe: ? 
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he has the honor to 
the companion of both. You will eaſily imagine 


: F arewel. 


2:3 THE LETTERS Book lv 
You ſee with what ſprightlineſs of imagination, 
what propriety of ſentiment, what clearneſs of 
expreſſion the whole is wrought up; and in this 
taſte, I will venture to aſſure you, you will find 


his performance in general, which I will ſend 


you as ſoon as it ſhall be publiſhed. In the mean 
while, admit this excellent youth into a ſhare of 
your affection, and congratulate our age on the 


production of ſuch a genius, whoſe virtues render 


him till more illuſtrious. He ſpends: his time 
partly with Spurinna, and partly with Antoninus; 
be related. to one, and to be 


what uncommon virtues he muſt poſſeſs, who is 


thus the favorite of two ſuch venerable old men: 
for the pores | CEO is moſt. Rac ond 
| due: | SY ny 4s ai 1 "yet | ; | 


2 Joſe who in ah N are andy 


In manners en 8 will e ever 2 ' 


. 5 „ "x44 * 2 ö 
54 % 3 * 0 Li E = 
I 


L E T. * E. R vum. 5 "To 0 'Sxvunvs. 


6 AI 4 6 VEL HP 


ERE NIU 8 Ss a perſon of dif: 
tinguiſhed learning, is greatly deſirous to 


have the pictures of dwo of your country - men, 
Cornelius Nepos, and Titus. Caſſius, to adorn his 


| library; and has intreated - me, x * to be 
Vol | | met 


a Euripides, 


wil - {OF PLINE:: agg 


met with where you are (as probably they may) 
chat I would procure copies of them for him. 
That care I recommend to you, rather than to 
any other, not only becauſe I know your friend- 
ſhip for me readily inclines you to comply with 
my requeſts ; but as being ſenſible of the high re- 
gard you have for learning and all her friends; 
al that your affection and veneration for thoſe 


who have been an ornament; to your country, is 
equal to that which you bear towards your coun- 


try herſelf. I beg therefore you would. employ 
ſome ſkilful hand in this work; for if it is diffi- 
cult to catch a likeneſs from the life, it is much 
more ſo to preſerve it in a copy; from which 1 
deſire you would not ſuffer the painter to deviate, 
not even for the better. F _— 


L E T: T EI R XXIX. 2. modus. 1 


INdeed, my Friend, you RT at all rates whe 
your place upon the bench the next time the 
court ſits. In vain would your indolence repoſe 
itſelf under my protection; for there is no abſent- 
ing with impunity. | Behold that ſevere Prætor, 
the bold Licinius Nepos, fining even a mighty ſe- 
nator for the ſame neglect! The ſenator pleaded 
his cauſe in perſan ; but pleaded in ſuppliant tone. 
The fine, 'tis true, was remitted ; but ſore was 
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his diſmay, but humble his interceſſions, but fad 
his neceſſity of being obliged to aſk pardon. ay 
magiſtrates in that office, you will tell me per. 
haps, are not thus formidably rigid. In good 
earneſt, however, you may be miſtaken: for tho 
indeed, to be the author and reviver of an example 
of this kind, may be an act of ſeverity; yet when 


once it is introduced, even 1 1 _ follow 
_ hos og. 1 didn | 
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"EL E T T E R XXX. To Lachs. 


— * — 


1 H AVE brought 1 you as a a preſent out of the 

country, A query which well deſerves the 
conſideration of your extenſive erudition. There 
is a ſpring which runs in a neighboring 1 moun- | 
rain, and running among the rocks is receivd 
into a little banquetting- room, from - whence, 
after being detained a ſhort time, it falls into 


the * Larian lake. The nature of this ſpring is 


— 


extremely urprieing; 2 ebbs and flows regu- 
larly three times a day. The increaſe and decreaſe 
1 plainly viſible, and very entertaining to obſerve. | 
Jou ſit down by the fide of the fountain, and whilſt | 
you are taking a repaſt and drinking its water, 
which is extremely cool, you ſee it gradually riſe 
and 2975 of bags Pics a ring or "iP thing elſe at } 
PEN SN. *34} the 


8 5 1. Let. z. in *. 
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the bottom wheit k is dt?" the ſtream reaches it 
by degrees till it is entirely cbvervdt and then 
Again gently retites from it; and this you/ may 


ſee it, do for, three times ſucgeſſively. Shall we 


5 


ſay, that ſome ſeoret current of air ſtops and opens 


the fountainehead, as it advances to or tecetles 


from it; as we” ſee” in bottles, and other veſſels 


of that nature, where there is not 4 free and 
open paſſage, tho you turn their necks downs 
wards, yet the outward air obſtructing the vent 


they diſcharge their contents as ĩt were by Rates? 


Or may it not be accounted for upon the lame | 


principle as the flux and reflux of the ſea? ; Or, as 


thoſe rivers which diſcharge themſelves into the 
ſa meeting with contrary winds and the ſwell of 


the ocean are forced back in their channels; ſo 


may there not be ſomiething g that checks this 1 foun- 


89 8 


rain, for a time, in its progteſs 2 Or is there rather 
| certain reſeryoir. thar contains theſe waters i In, the 


bowels of the: carth, which While it is 158 45 


its diſcharges the ſtream flows more fowly an 
in leſs. quantity, but when it has collected its Joh 


meaſure, it runs again in its uſual firength and | 
fulneſs ? Or laſtly, 1 is there Know not what kind 


of ſubterraneous poize, that throws up the water 
when the fountain is dry, and repels it when it 
is full? You, who are ſo well qualified for the 


Vor. I. „ enduiry, 
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enquiry, will examine the reaſons of this won- 
derful appearance; it will be ſufficient for me if 
I have given you a clear deſcription of it. Fareyel, 


cc 
v There are ſeveral of theſe periodical fountains in different 


parts of the world; as we have ſome in England. Lay-wwel 


near Torbay, is mentioned in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, 


| Loa 104. p. 909.] to ebb and flow ſeveral times every hour, 


he reaſons'of this kind of ſprings are of no very eaſy ſolution, 
and the cauſes aſſign'd by modern philoſophers are fcarce more 
fatisfactory than thoſe pointed out by the ancients :;; perhaps 
they do not depend upon any general principle, but ariſe from 
diferent cauſes according to their feſpective ſituations.” The 


conjecture which Mr. Addiſon offers in accounting for thoſe he 


ſaw in Switzerland, ſeems plauſible enough, and equally appli. 
cable to this fountain mentioned by Pliny; as it is probable it 
took its riſe from the ſame mountains. We ſaw, ſays that 
„ inimitable author in his deſcription of Geneva and the lake, 


lin ſeveral parts of the Alps that border'd upon us, vaſt pits 


of ſnow ; as ſeveral mountains that lie at a greater diſtance 
are wholly covered with it. I faney'd the confuſion of moun- 


© tains and hollows] here obſerved, furnih'd me with a more | 


«« probable reaſon than any I have met with, for theſe period: 
«cal fountains in Switzerland, which: flow only at particular 


hours of the day, For as the tops of theſe mountains caſt 


cc their ſhadows upon one another, the hinder the ſun's {hin- 


1 ing on ſeveral parts at ſuch certain times, ſo that there are 


« ſeveral heaps of ſnow which have the ſun ly ing upon them 
« for two or three hours together, and are in the ſhade all the 


_ day afterward. If therefore it happens, that any particular 
1 fountain takes its riſe from any of theſe reſervoirs of ſnow, 


7 


« it will naturally begin to flow on ſuch hours of the day as 


* the ſnow begins to melt: but as ſoon as the ſun leaves it again 
to freeze and harden, the fbuntain dries up, and receives no 
4 more ſupplies, till about the ſame time the next day, when 

„the heat of the ſun again ſets the ſnows a running that fall 


into the ſame little conduits, traces and canals, and by con - 
bt ſequence break out and diſcover themſelves always in the 
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151 7 


Small legacy Which was lately left me, has 
given me much greater pleaſure” than I 
ſhould have received by a far more conſiderable 
one from any other perſon. Pomponia Gratilla, 
having diſinherited her ſon Aſſidius Curianus, ap- 
pointed me, and Seftorius Severus of Pretorian 
rank, together with ' ſeveral eminent Roman 
knights, her coheirs. The ſon applied to me to 
give him my ſhare of the inheritance, in order to 
make uſe? WY vo AS hci againſt the | 
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reſt of the heirs; but offered at the ſame time to 
enter into a ſecret agreement to return my pro. 
portion back to meg. I told him, it was by ng 
means agreeable to my character to carry the ap- 
pearance of acting one thing, whilſt 1 was, in 
truth, ating another ; and that there was ſome. | 
thing of meanneſs in making preſents to a man of 
his fortune, who had no children: beſides that 
it would not at ” anſwer the purpoſe at which | 
be was aiming. Indeed „ added) if I (were to 
withdraw my cl hs it might be of ſome fervice 
to him: and this I was ready and willing to do, 
if he could prove to me that he was unjuſtly dif- 
inherited. Let me prevail with you then, ſaid 
«he, to be my. arbitrator in this caſe.” After a 
ſhort pauſe, I told him I conſented to his propo- 
fal: “ for why, ſaid I, ſhould I. not have as 
: good an opinion of my own impartial diſin- 
toreſtedneſs as you ſeem. to have? But remem 
* ber 1 am, not-to be prevailed upan. to decide the 
1 point in. queſtion againſt your mother, ff it 
« ſhould appear. ſhe had juſt reaſon for what ſhe 
*® has done. Be it agrecable to your inclination, 
e ſaid. he, which, I am ſure is always to act ac- 
« cording +0 juſtice.” I. called ta my afliſtnce 
Corellius and Frontinus, two of the moſt conſiger- 
able lawyers which Rome at that time afforded. 
” Attended. with. thoſe. friends. 1. heard the cauſe 
: in my chamber. Curianus ſaid every thing which 


"7 


Book Y QR PLINTY:. | 245 
he thought could favor his pretenſions, to whom 
(as there was nobody but myſelf to defend the 
character of Gratilla)-I made a ſhort reply; aftet 
which J retir'd with my friends to deliberate. upon 
the cafe, and then returned and acquainted Cu- 
rianus, that it was our opinion his conduct had 
juſtly drawn upon him his mother's reſentment. 
Sometinie afterward, Curiands commenced a ſuit 
in the Centumviral court againſt all the coheirs ex- 
cept myſelf. The day appointed for the trial ap- 
proaching, the reſt of the coheirs were deſirous 
of compromiſing the affair; not out of any dif- 
fdence of their cauſe, but from a diſtruſt of the 


times. They were apprebenſtwe. what had been 


the caſe of many others might happen to them, 
and that from a civil ſuit. it ſhould end in a capi- 
ul one; as there was ſome amongſt them to whom 
the friendſhip of Gratilla and Ruſticus might be 
extremely prejudicial: they therefore deſired me 
to go and talk with Curianus. We met in the tem- 
ple of Concord; ſuppoſe, ſaid I, your mother 
had left you the fourth part of her eſtate, or even 
« ſuppoſe the. had made you ſole heir, but had 
« exhauſted ſo much of the eſtate in legacies that 
there would not be more than 4 fourth part re- 
8 nn to you; could: you Juſtix rd 
e c en Ni 40 23 to Hit elende 


1 Giatilla was the wiſe'of Adin ae ws * 
teat by Domitian, and Gratilly Pod uh fuffici 
crime in the reign 0 — to be even a Affen 4 
tioſe wd wete obnoxious 1d him. 7: le. 3 laſt n. 
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e my proportion. You know you did not com- 


« poſſeſſion, ſecures my ſhare from any claim you 
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into the propoſals on the part of the coheirs, and 


tranſaction has afforded me; it has contributed 


ho has left me the legacy I mentioned in the be- 


rows 1 look u pon you as myſelf, and I thought it 
would be unkind not to communicate to ſo tendet 

2 f. riend whatever occaſions me pleaſure; as I con- 
ſeſs this circumſtance has: for I do not pretend to 
ſuch refined ſtrains of philoſophy as to be indiffe- 


ſome ſort their reward. Farewel. I. E T- ö 
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«ed? Tou ought to be contented therefore, if 
being abſolutely diſinherited, as you are, the heirs 
* are willing to''relinquiſh! to you a fourth part; 
* which however I will increaſe by contributing 


* mence any ſuit againſt me, ſo that the preſcrip· 
tion which J have gained by two years peaceable 


can ſet up againſt it. But to induce you to come 


that you may be no ſufferer by the peculiar re. 
< ſpect you ſhewed to me, I offer to contribute my 
2 proportion with them. The ſilent ſatisfaction 
of my own conſcience is not the only pleaſure this 


greatly to my reputation. It is this ſame Curianus | 
ginning of my letter, which I received as a very | 


honorable mark of his approbation of my behavior 
in this affair, ſa agreeable (if I do not flatter myſelf) 


en you this account, becauſe in all my joys and ſor- 


rent, when I think I have done honeſtly, whether 
my actions meet with that et which js in 


1b M © OB LIN 1” as 


LET TER II. 7 FrAecus 


HE thruſhes I coined, from you were ſo 
excellent, that my Laurentinum is not ca: 
pable of ſupplying me with any thing in this tem- 


make you a ſuitable return. I have only therefore 
to ſend you the ineffectual acknowledgments of a 
barren letter: an exc hange more unequal, I con- 
fels, than that famous one of the.” ſubtle Diomed. 

But your good-nature will ſo much the more rea - 
dily grant me an excuſe, as I own. elf not to 
deſerve: one. Farewel. 4 


r 
a Theſe birds, of which there are ſeveral FINE were in high 


on all elegant tables. 

= Alludt 

Diomed having an interview between the two armies, th 
come to the knowledge of the friendſhip and hoſpitality which 
had formerly ſubſiſted between their families; and Diomed 
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* Now 1 we arms, and prove to wake RE 3 
Miñiüe guard the Tiendſbip of the line abe 85 10 
Thul having ſaiu·— 

. Their hands they join, obeir 1 faith 4 plight 9 

: Brave Glaucus then each narrow thought nog A 
(Four awarm' d his boſom and enlarg'd bis mind); , . 
Tor Diomed's braſs arms of mean device, bs 
For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price 

He gave his own of gold divinely, wrought ; 
An Pure Fae any * * PP 2 


peltuous ſeaſon, either of the land or ſea-kind, to 


reputation among the Romans, and generally had a place up- 


ng do the ſtory in Hom, Iliad, where Glaucus and 
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Tam a Man. I am not at all diſpleaſed, that 


: wiſeſt, and the beſt af men have employed them - | 


LETTER III. To ARLSTO. to e 

/ Mongſt the many agrecable and obliz ibs | 4 
inſtances I have received of your friend. * 

ſhip, your not concealing from me the long con- ho 
verſarion which lately paſſed at your houſe con- oo 
cerninng my "verſes, and the various judgment M 
Pronouncet upon them, is by no means the leaſt. 80 

| There: were ſome, it ſeems, who did not difap. of 
prove of my poems, but at the ſame time cen- oO 
ſure me in a free and friendly manner, for em. | 1 
ploying 'myſelf in compoſing and reciting them. 8 
1 am ſo far, however, from defiring to extenuate x 
the charge, that I willingly acknowledge myſelf Ic 
ſtill more, deſerving of it; and confeſs that I ti 
ſometimes amuſe myſelf with writing verſes, and : 
verſes too) of the gayer kind. I compaſe.c come- n 
dies; divert myſelf with pantomimes; a read the b 
5 Lyric] Poets; and enter into the ſpirit of the moſt J 
wanton muſe; in ſhort, I am nothing ayerk to z 
pleaſantry, mirth, and. gayety; and, 10 ſum up 


every kind of innocent amuſement in one word, 


thoſe who are ignorant that the moſt learned, the 


ſelves in the fame be ſhould as 8 at | 
my doing 9 80 n 


wok V. or RN 465 


examples 1 follow, will allow me, I truſt, thus 


to err; but ta err with thoſe whom it is an hanor 
to imitate, not only in their moſt ſerious ac- 


tions, but lighteſt amuſements. Is it unbecoming 
ne. (I will not name any living example, left I 
ſhould ſeem tg. flatter). but is it unbecoming me 


to practiſe hat became Tully, Calvus, Pollig, 


Meſſala, Hortenſius, Brutus, Sulla. Catulus, | 


Scævola, Sulpitius, Varro, the Forquati, Mem- 
mius, Getulicus, Seneca, Lucceius, and in our 
own memory, Verginius Rufus? But if the ex- 


amples of priyate men are not ſufficient to juſtif 
me, I can cite Julius Cæſar, Auguſtus, Nerva 


and Titus. I forbear to add Nero to the cata- 


logue; tho?; I am fenſible what is ſometimes prae- 


tied by therworſt, of men does not therefore de- 
generate into wrong 3 on the contrarx, it ſtill 
maintains its credit, if frequently ountenanced 


by the beſt.. In, that number, Virgil, Cornelius 
Nepos, and prior to the, Ennius, and Aceius, 


juſtly. deſerve the wok diſtingviſbed place. [Fheſe 


laſt indeed; were nat ſenators, but virtue knaws 
no diſtinction of, rank or title. I recite mx works 


tis true, and in this J am not ſure I ean ſappare 
myſelf by their examples. They, perhaps, might 


de ſatisfied with their own judgment; but I have 


too humble an opinion of mine, to ſuppoſe my 
compoſitions ſufficiently perfect, becauſe they ap- 
pear ſo to me. My reaſons then for reciting 
555 ""$-. are, 


* 


Sane agen gr” 


Ip 


2 2 — 
. e 
— 4 — «x 
EEE * ap wt 

— 


8 —— 
C ˙1A RS 


. > 
* —— 
= Pg 


5 0% <5 as on BSE Ye. ; "0, 

* — INES — F 
E * . TS 
2 N £ EE * Y . * * 

. 

— 4 2 2 
” * - m_ 
7 As — — — wo 


. * 8 
W _— + » * Þ —— 
as — ͤ A m ee 


— 3 


pou - 


— 
rs wes — 

* - 
» Vu * 


1 = 


— ——— 1 _ — 
2 P 


SY 
— 22. — . 
. — I 
— — ED : 


4 —_— - o 
. 
— = 


£4 — CIS = 
— ee En 
————— IL 
ate or) prin dn <a 


— t-) 


CO A >. ty 


* 6— —— 3 F = 
a — W os toe en 44 — W aps A a 
_— op : £25 PR WT =: 2 9 
————_— . 333 2 
Sort ouſier gan ˙ AA 2 ———8 
> 4+ >< >. = 
—_ 4 — v = - 
& — — 


D 
22 = 
—— — —— ꝙ— ä äj — 


— — — — — — — — = = 
— 32 — 
5 2 * = EL. bo => ORE >=. — - 


ſerving the general ' ſentiments 'of * my heaters, 
In a word, I have the advantage of receiving dif 
ferent hints from different perſons : and tho? they 


terms, yet the air of a countenance, the turn of 2 


or even ſilence itſelf Will eaſily diſtinguiſm their 
real judgment from the language of civility : ſo 


which he heard me read, he may find ſeveral things 

, altered or omitted, and perhaps too upon his judg. 

15 ment, tho? he did not ſay a fingle word to me. But 
Tam defending! my conduct in this particular, as 
if T had aftually recited my works in public, and 


rous appearance of whom, has upon many occz- 
5 ions been held an honor, but never er furely ar ar- 
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are, that there is a certain reverence for one's au- 

dience, which fires the imagination, and excites x 
more vigorous application; and that I have by 
this means an opportunity of ſettling any doubts 
I may have concerning my performance, by ob- 


mould not declare their ſentiments in expreh 


a head or eye, the motion of a hand, a whiſper, 


chat if any one of my audience ſhould have 
the curioſity to peruſe the ſame performance 


not in my own houſe before my friends; a nume. 


L E T 15 - b . "to Vitenranos. 


HE aft obich 1: am going to mention, 
1 tho! in itſelf of no great importance, may 
be attended with very conſiderable conſequences. 
Sollers, a perſon of Prætorian rank, petitioned 


the ſenate for leave to hold a fair upon his eſtate. 


He was oppoſed in this by the deputies from the 


: Vicentini; who employed Tuſcillinus Nominatus 
as their counſel. The cauſe was adjourned ; and 
at the next meeting the deputies appeared bnat⸗- 
tended with their counſel, complaining that they 


had been greſy diceived: an expreſſion, which 
whether it dropped from them in the -warmth of 


reſentment, or that they really thought ſo, I will 
not determine. Nepos the Prætor aſked them 


who it was they had retained? They repliedythe 
ſame perſon who was counſel for them before. 


Being farther aſked; whether he then appeared for 


them without any gratuity? ? informed the 


| houſe that they had given him fix thouſand 


ſeſterces, and afterwards, preſented him wick a 
ſecond fee of one thouſand © denarii, | Upon 
which, Nepos moved that Nominatus ſhould be 
ordered to attend. And this is all that was done 


in the affair that "ay ; ad unlefs'T am greatly 
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miſtaken, the enquiry will not end here ; for one 
may obſerve in ſeveral inſtances,” the flighteg 
ſparks have lighted up a train of very remote con. 
ſequences. And now I have ſufficiently raiſed 
your curiofity, I imagine, to make you deſirous l 
ſhould inform ybu of the reſt; unleſs you ſhoud MW 
chooſe to gratify it by coming to Rome, and 
_— N ſee 1951 n 1 e "OW 


"LETT ER. v. 1 Maxnivs, . 
A N om als aflitted with the W "7a re- 

>, ceived of the death of Fannius, not only a 
| I have loſt in him a friend whoſe eloquence and 
politeneſs I admired, but a guide whoſe judg- 
ment I, purſued 4; and indeed he poſſeſſed a mol; 

penetrating: genius, improved and quickened by 
great experience. There are ſome circumſtances 
attending his death, Which aggravate my con- 
cern: He left hehind him a will which had been 
made a conſiderable time, by which it happens 
his eſtate is fallen into che hands of thofe who had 
incurred his diſpleaſure, while his greateſt favo- | 

| rites had no ſhare of it. But what I particularly | 
regret. is, that he has left unfiniſhed a very noble 
work in which he was engaged. Notwithſtanding 
bis full employment at the bar, he had undertaken | 


2 hiſtory of thoſe perſons Who had been put to 


or Nahe by Nerz A {heh be * ec | 
err 4 


1 p of * 


nook VE ODF BLINK! 264 
felted three books. They are written with great 


delicacy and exactneſs; the ſtile is pure, and pre- 


ſerves a proper medium between the plain nar- 


tire and the hiſtorical: and as they wete very 


favorably received by the public, he was the more 


deſirous of being able to complete the reſt. The 


hand of death is evet, in my eſtimation, too ſevere 


and too ſudden when it falls upon ſuch as are 
employed in ſome immortal work. The ſons of 
ſenſuality, who. have no views beyond the pre- 


ſent hour, terminate with each day the whole 


purpoſe of their lives; but thoſe who Joo] 


ward to poſterity, and endeavor, to extend hr 
memories to future generations by uſeful labors 


—to ſuch, death is always immature, as it till 
ſnatches them from amidſt ſome unfiniſhed de- 


fen. Fannius, long before his death, had a ſtrong 
preſentiment of what has happened: he dreamed 
one night, that as he was in his ſtudy with his pa- 
pers before him; Nero came in, and placing him- 


{lf by his fide, took up the three firſt books of 


this hiſtory 3 which he read through, and then 
vent away. This dream greatly alarmed him, 


and he looked upon it as an intimation, that he 
ſhould not carry on this hiſtory any farther than 
Nero had read: and o che event proved · I can- 
not reflect i” 
that he ſhould:not he able 10 accompliſn a works 
which had vr — io much — and vigi- 
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lance; as it ſuggeſts to me at the ſame time the 
thoughts of my own: mortality, and the fate of my 
writings: and I am, perſuaded the fame: reel 
alarms your apprehenſions for thoſe in which you 
are employed. Let us then; my. friend, while yet 
we live, exert all our endeavors, that death, 
_ whenever. it rTP may find as little as s poſſible 
* OE” NH arewel. 


the « 
L E T TE K vr. To AvoiLixars, . will 

| late. 

Ls 6 K Lind concern. you cxpicticd when you myr! 
1 heard of my defign to paſs the ſummer at light 
my villa in Tuſcany, and your obliging endes. but 


vors to diſſuade me from going to a place which 
your _— Nd is FT EIT to me, 


I con- 


1 BOP 7 19, 
3; 


„ This 1 1 8. ee feat wing Pa one WW 


At” 


and fifty miles from Rome, where he uſually reſided in the « he 
ſummer. ſeaſon. | The reader, will obſerve: therefore, that he « ty 
conſiders it in a very different manner from that of Laurenti- «'T 
num (his winter villa) both with reſpe& to the ſituation and « gf 
dhe houſe itſelf. Cluwer, in his Geography has K laced this villa «p 
a little above 777 fernum, N berinan, now called! 'itta di Caſtello, 
| Where our author built a temple at his own expence This 
has given room to“ imagine that, ofibly, there may be yet 
ome remaining traces of 1 _ to be diſcovered fa 75 0 : 
cany, near a to the Italians. call. Szjxtigngno, in 6 | 
za a Ha San Stefano, about — — — north of 5 
au epiſcopal city nom called. Berge di San Sepulrbro. If after 4 
| having traverſe this ob, villa, 3 he reader quld be curious 5 
dof his time, ' when he recired i * 


10 Know tow Pliny Og = 
deer turn to the 3th letter of the gth DoE. 
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Iconfeſs, * the air of that part, of x Tuan, 
which lies towards the coaſt, is thick and un- 
wholſome : but my houſe, is ſituated at a great 
diſtance from the ſea, under one of the Apennine 
mountains, which, of all others, 1 is moſt eſteemed 
for the clearneſs of its air. But that you may 
lay aſide all apprehenſions on my account, 1 
will give you a deſcription of the temperature of 
the climate, the ſituation of the country, and 
the beauty of my villa, which I am perſuaded you 
will hear with as much pleaſure as I ſhall re- 
late, 'T he winters are ſevere and cold, fo that 


00 myrtles, olives, and trees of that kind which de- 
a light in conſtant warmth, vill not floriſh here ; 
ea but it produces bay: trees in great perfection; 3 
u. C 10 the n it is * Which the ebe de Mr. Mar- 
8 tyn, profeſſor of botany in Cambridge, has given very ſtrong 
reaſons for believing is not the ſame tree with our laurel, but 
red means the. bay- tree. % Our laurel, (that author obſerves,) was 
the « hardly known in Europe till the latter end of the 16th cen- 
| he « tury ; about which time it ſeems to have been brought from 
ti. « Trebizond to Conſtantinople, and from thence into moſt parts 
and « of Europe. The laurel has no fine ſmell, which is a pro- 
- (s party: aſcribed to the laurus by re e 2d m J 
6 , ; 5 © * * 171 
his Et wos, o lauri, © proxime 7 myrie, e abt 
J 
15 70 Ad 1 nel: 955 Nein fs 57 5p 3b ey * 5 
0 
fter 85 Odoratum larri remus. 
ious 


« Nor is the Laurel remarkable bor Siet in he! be = 
3 Kaen yur Js abundant mention "with regard 60 * bh 
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yet ſwmetimes, who indeed; nor oltenet than i i 
the neighbor ood of Rome, they are Killed by 
the N of the Kite. The ſummers ; are 
Ain refreſhing Vt, which are Kidom in. 
terrupted by high winds. If you were to come 
here and ſee the numbers of old men who hare 
lived to be Grand- fathers and Great- grand. fathers, 
and hear the ſtories they can entertain you with 
of their anceſtors, you would fancy yourſelf bon 
— ſome former age. The diſpoſition of the 
country is the moſt beautiful that can be imagined: 
figure to yourſelf an immenſe amphitheatre; 
but ſuch as the hard of nature could only 
form. Before you lies a vaſt extended plain 
bounded by a range of mountains, whoſe ſummit 
are crowned with lofty and venerable woods, 
which, ſupply variety of game: from hence, 2 
the mountains decline, they Are adorned with 
under-woodse Intermixed with theſe a are little hills 


of {6 ftrong and fat a foil, that it oils be dif. II b. 
cult to find a ſingle ſtone upon them; their ferti- of 
lity is nothing inferior to the loweſt grounds; and a 5 
tho their harveſt, indeed, is ſomething later, their a 
crops are as well matured, At * of theſe * 
1 ese l 8 6 bil | 
ET ama 89 8 1 6 
«at this time frequent in the woods and he ges 0 Itz 35 


Notes upon S 1. v. * 


257 


one unbroken; view of numberleſs vineyards, which 
ve terminated by a border, as it were, of ſhrubs. 
From thence. you have a proſpect: of the adjoin- 
ing fields and meadows below. The ſoil of the 
former is ſo extremely ſtiff, and upon the firſt 
ploughing it riſes in ſuch vaſt clods, that it is 
neceſſary to go over it nine ſeveral times with the 
largeſt oxen and the. ſtrongeſt ploughs, before 
they can be thoroughly broken; whilſt the ena- 


of herbage as fine and tender as if it were but juſt 


falling rills. But tho' the country abounds with 
great plenty of water; there are no marſhes; fot 
zs it is a riſing ground, whatever water it re- 
ceives without abſorbing, runs off nat 
ber. This river, which winds thto'>the middle 


and ſpring, wlien it tranſports the produce of the 
lands to Rome: but its channel is do; extremely 
low in ſummer, that it ſcarce deſerves the name 
of a rivet: towarcls the autumn however, it be · 
eins again to renew its claim to that title. (You 


would imagine that not a real, but ſore painted 


ill the eye is pd; a it turns, with 


meled meadows produce trefoil, and other kinds 


ſprung up, being continually refreſhed by never- - 


of the meadows, is navigable only in the winter 


could not be more. agrecably entertained, than by 
aking a view of the face of this country from the 
top of one of our neighboring meunzains: you 
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nious and regular variety charms the eye, which 
way ſoever it throws itſelf. My villa is fo ad 


view of all the country round; yet you go up t 


it by ſo inſenſible a riſe, that you find yourſel 
upon an elevation without perceiving vou af 


we are refreſhed by the winds that blow fron 
thence, but fo ſpent, as it were, by the long tra 


manner of the ancients. In the front of the 
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landſcape lay before you, drawn with the mol 
exquiſite beauty and exactneſs; ſuch an harms. 


vantageouſly ſituated, that it commands a fu 


cended. Behind, but at a great diſtance, ſtand 
the Apennine mountains. In the calmeſt day 


of land they travel over, that they are en. 


tirely diveſted of all their ſtrength and violence 
before they reach us. The expoſition of the 
principal front of the houſe is full ſouth, and 
ſeems to invite the afternoon ſun in ſummer (but 
ſomething earlier in winter) 1 into a ſpacious and 
 well-proportioned Portico, conſiſting of ſeven 


members, particularly a porch built after the 


portico is 2 ſort of terrace, embelliſhed with va 
rious figures, and bounded: with a  box-hedge, 
from whence . you .defcend_ by an eaſy: ſope 


5 adorned with the repreſentation of divers an- 
mals in box anſwering alternately to each other, 
8 into a lawn overſpread RH" the . 1 had a 
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moſt aid the liquid * Acanthus : Thi Is fu rround- 

ed by a walk 4 incloſed with ronfile ever. greens, 
ſhaped into a variety of forms. Beyond it is the 
Geſtatio laid out in the form of a © circus, orna- 
mented in the middle With box cbr in "number: 
les different figures, together with a plantation 
of ſhrubs prevented by the ſheers from running 


covered by box, riſing. by « different” ranges to the 


la top. On the outſide of the wall lies a meadow 
on that owes as many beauties to nature, as all 
1 lave been deſcribing within does to art; ; at the 
7 end of which are ſeveral other meadows and fields 
mY | „ 2 8 ax inter 
and 2 Sir Williain Combi Aids the Acanthus af the ancients: 
(but to be what we call Pericanthe. Modern + botaniſts; term it 

parden bears-foot ; but Mr. Caſtel in his obſervations upon 
and WW thi: paſſage, with more probability, in by its character 
eral here that 1t reſembles moſs. See note 


have ventured to tranſlate a rde is by Pliny termed Xyfus. 


vehicles, and Aft us in its original ſignification, according 


in this place for an open walk, ornamented much in the man- 


called a Terrace. 


of ſear for the convenience of an. 


* See Martyn « on Grarg + v. wy 


up too high: The whole is fenced-in with A wall : 


b This walk is called in the origi 3 as what 1 


The Ambulatio ſeems to be what we propel call a walk ; che 
Geftatio was a * lace appropriated to takin 4 exerciſe in their | 
e 


to the definition Ro by Yitruvins, was a large portico where- 
in the athletic exerciſes were performed; tho it 1s, plainly uſed 


ner of our old-faſhioned parterres ; Put its being raiſed: above 
the other walks which lay i in the front, ſeems to Juſtify 1 its being 


* The Circus was a place ſet apart for the celebration of 
ſereral public games, particularly the chariot race. Its form 
was generally oblong, having a wall quite round you ranges 
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interſperſed with thickets, At the extrem of 
the portico ſtands a grand dining-room, Which 
opens upon one end of the terrace; ag from the 
windows there is a very extenſive proſpect over 
the meadows up into the country, from whence 
- you alſo have. a view of the ter race and ſuch Party 
of the houſe which project forward, together with 
the woods incloſing the, adjacent L hippodrane. 
Oppoſite almoſt to the center of the Portico ſtands 
an apartment ſomething, backwards, which en- 
compaſſes a ſmall area, ſhaded by four. plane. 
trees, in the midſt of which a fountain riſes, from 
whence. the. water running over the edges of a 
marble baſon gently refreſhes the ſurrounding 
. plane- trees and the verdure underneath them 
Ibis apartment conſiſts of a bed- chamber fre 
from every kind. of noiſe, and which the ligh 
itſelf cannot penetrate ; together with a common 
dining-room that 1 uſe whenever I haye none but 
Fami fende with me. A ſecond portico looks 
upon his- little : area, and has the ſame proſpel 
Vith the former 1 juſt naw- deſcribed.” There i 
zother room, which being ſituated cloſe 
to the neareſt planettree, enjoys 0 conſtant: ſhad 
and verdute: its ſides are incruſted half way vith 
caryed marble, and from thence to the ceiling 
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foliage is painted with birds intermixed among 


the branches, which has an effect altogether as 
agreeable as that of the carving; at the baſis of 


which is placed a little fountain, that playing 


thro? ſeveral ſmall pipes into a vaſe, produces 4 
moſt pleaſing murmur. From a corner of -the 


portico. you enter into a very ſpatious chambet 


oppoſite to the grand dining- room, which from 


ome of its windows has a view of the terrace; 


and from others of the meadow, as thoſe in the 


front look upon a caſcade, which entertains at 


once both the eye and the ear; for the water fal. 


ling from a great height, foams round the marblè 
baſon, Which receives it below. 1 his" room is 


extremely warm in winter, being much expoſed 


to the ſun, as in, a cloudy day the hear of 
an adjoining ſtove very well ſupplies his abſence. 
From hence you paſs thro' a ſpacious and plex- 


ſant undrefſing-room into the cold-bath-rooin, in 


which is a large gloomy bath: but if you are dif- 


poſed to ſwim more at large, or in warmer water, ; 
in the middle of the area is a wide baſon for 
that purpoſe, and near it a reſervoir. from whence 
you may_be ſupplied with cold water to brace 
yourſelf again, if you ſhould perceive you are 


too much relaxed by the warm. Contiguous to 


the cold- bath is one of a middling degree of heat, 
which enjoys the kindly warmth. of the fun, but 
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not, ſo intenſely as that of the hot-bath, which 
projects farther. This laſt conſiſts of three ſeve. 
ral diviſions, each of different degrees of, 7 ben; 
the two former lie open to the full ſun, the latter, 
tho? not ſo. much expoſed to its heat, receives an 
equal mare of its light. Over the undreſſng, 
room, is built the tennis: court, which by means of 
| different , circles, admits. of different, kings of 
games. Not far from the baths, | is the ſtair- cat 
which leads to the incloſed Portico, after having 
firſt, paſſed, thro' three apartments: one of the 
| looks. upon the little area with the four plane. 
trees round it, the other has a fight « of the mez. 
doys,. and from the third you have. a. view of 
ſeveral vineyards, ſo that they have as many «if. 
ferent, proſpects as expoſition. At one end of 
the incloſed portico, and indeed taken off, from 
AIs chamber that looks upon the hippodrome 
: the vineyards and the mountains z : adjoining | is 4 
room which has 2 full expoſure. to the fun, eſpe- 
cially in winter : '$ from hence runs an apartment 


1 _ 


0-08 Theſe circles were probably no other bag oirticala 
6 marks made on the floor, the ſucceſs of their play depend } 
T ing on the ball's lighting i in ſuch a circle after-it had been 
4 rack; which was the adverſaries buſineſs to preyent; and 
0 the many ſorts of exerciſes this room was made for, might 
be diverſified by lines ör circles on the walls or floor; like 
the game of tennis, which tho! it takes up one entire room, 
may ſerve for ſeveral games of the like nature,” Cate! 
Remarks on Tuſcum, p. W e 


; | & 
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that conne&ts-the;hippodrome with the houſe: 


and ſuch is the form and aſpect of the front. On 


the ſide is a ſummer incloſed portico which ſtands a 


high, and has not only a proſpect of the vine- 
yards, but ſeems almoſt to touch them. From 


the middle of this portico you enter a dining- 


zoom cooled by the wholſome breezes which 


come from the Apennine valleys: from the win- 


dows in the back front, which are extremely 
large, there is a proſpect of the vineyards, as 


you have alſo another view of them from = 


folding-doors thro the ſummer portico : along 


that ſide of this dining-room where there are no 
windows, runs a private ſtair-caſe for the greater 


conveniency of ſerving at entertainments: at the 


farther end of a chamber from whence the eye is 
entertained with a view of the vineyards, and 


(what is equally agreeable) of the portico. Un- 


derneath this room is an incloſed portico ſome- | 


thing reſembling a grotto, which enjoying in the 


midſt of ſummer heats, its own natural coolnefs, 


neither. admits nor wants the refreſhment of ex- 
ternal breezes. After you have paſſed bath theſe 
porticos, at the end. of the dining-room ſtands a 
third, which as the day is more or leſs. advanced, 


ſerves either for winter or ſummer uſe. It leads 


to two different apartments, one containing four 


chambers, the other thre, which. enjoy by turns. 
TS 
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their bodies enjoy a borrowed verdure; and. thus 
the ivy twining round the trunk and branches, 


together. Between each plane- tree are planted 
box⸗- trees, and behind theſe, bay- trees, which 
blend their ſhade with that of the planes, 


the farther end into a ſemi- circle, which being 
ſet round and ſheltered with cypreſs-trees, va- 


among the 
ciſes of that kind. But it ſeems here to be nothing more than 
a particular walk, to which Pliny perhaps gave that name, 


places ſo called. 
| £ «« den, (ſays Sir William Temple in his Eſſa on Gardening) 

en. 
But it does not ſeem neceſſary to have reepurſe to that pps: 
the yellow variegated-ivy. The former, perhapas b abe pal 
lentes Hederæ of Virgil, which epithet ſome of the critics, not 


attending to. the different kinds of ivy, have injudicionſly = 
| Changed for palautes. 55 © 7 ing 


extent at one view. It is encompaſſedion every 


The eee proper ſignification, was a place 
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both ſun and ſhade. In the front of theſe agree. 
able buildings lies very ſpacious hippodrome*, 
entirely open in the middle, by which means the 
eye, upon your firſt entrance, takes in its Whole 


fide with. plane: trees covered with * ivy, ſo that 
while their heads floriſn with their awn green, 


ſpreads from tree to tree, and connects them 


This plantation, forming a ſtreight bqundary 
on both ſides of the hippodrome, bends at 


i 
* . 74 


Frecians, ſet apart for horie- racing and other exer- 


from its bearing ſome reſemblance” in its form to the publie 


2 * What the Hederæ were, that deſerved a place in a gar- 


« cannot gueſs, unleſs they had ſorts of ivy unknown 


fition ; for there are two ſorts among us, which are, very 


beautiful plants, the one called the filyer-ſtriped ivy, the other 
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nes the proſpect, and caſts — 
goomy ſhacle ; white” the inward circular wilks 


(for there are ſeveral) emoylng an open — 
are perfumed with roſes, and correct by a very plea- 


ung contraſt, the cqolneſs of the ſhade with the 
warmth of the ſun. Having paſſed-chro' theſe ſe⸗ 


yeral winding-alleys, you enter 3: ſtreight walk, 
which breaks out into a variety of others, Uivided 
off by box-hedges. In one place you have a little 
meadow in another the box ĩs cut into a thouſand 
different forms ſometimes into letters, expreſſing 


the name of the maſter; ſometimes that of the 
artificer: whilſt here and there little -obeli{ks riſe 
intermixed alternately with fruit-trees 2, when on a 
ſudden, in the midſt of this elegant regularity, you 
are ſurprized with an imitation. of the negligent 
beauties of Tur” nature z- Zi WO ente wa which 


N * Oo 
4 8 » * « J 1 - +. 1 : 5 
o «> x5 L + 7 1 - Ss 
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* Hey fans to begin et de pre pee call wil cuz 
and is the only deſeription of a Roman one, Which has come 
down to us. Virgil indeed mentions that of his. Oorycian | 
friend's, but he only gives an account of the plants which that 
contented old man cultivated, without deſcribing the farm * 
which this little ſpot was laid out. 3 
i It is very remarkable that this falſe taſte in gitdening, o | 
juſtly rejected by modern improvements in that ng: ble a 
was introduced among the Romans at a time, when one able ary | 
little expect ee: with an 1 ** inele ancies in the polite refine- 
ments of life; * arius, the Julius Cæſar, and p. culiar ? 
favorite of 925 of WHOm der is fill extant a letter to 
Cicero, greatly admired for the beauty of its ſentiments and 
expreſſion, is fad to have firſt taught his countrymen this mon- | 
raus method of diftorting nature, by * treks into N 
| forms: Calumet. | . 12. e 44+ 8 


* | n 
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lies a ſpot ſurrounded with a Knox of dwarf plane. 
tres ·/ Beyond cheſe is a walk; interſperſed- with 
Wegen ee n the treey 


ler vio 5-70 omg Pn 01 e Dam! pas how 
e 

0K The plade-tree's was Ig Lage Ala among the Ro. 

mins upon account of ats extraordinary ſhade, and) they: uſed 

to nouriſh it with “ wine inſtead of water, believip ing (23 a an in- 

genious author J obſerves} 4 This tree loved that! iquor, 35 

T well as thoſe who; uſed to drink under its ſhade.” S Virgi 

: Reda it as miniſtrantem.—hotanti US umbraß. Forge 0 4 0 
v favorite tres likewiſe among the Grecians: 


P. A vdr dende orie ne 7 xt Callogun, 
; TEY Es ext E £yywHer / | 
„Rat > {4.7 *Y voher Wr 102000. 5 


2 GA i me denen the bihne. trec's 8 made d to b. 8 Bron 
% While: Gakling Kluge feed c k. 


7 


* 1ſt N probable the Ac thus here mende 11 not the wilds 
plant ef 1 that deſeribed above; it is certain at leaſt there 
were different ſorts of them. It ſeems to by of the kind which 


Virgil ſpeaks of in the 4th Georgic: © 
Aut flexi n 1201 70 821720 


; Whiatever that was, which is by no means clear. Thel inge. wm” 
nious Botaniſt mentioned before, ſuppoſes it to be Bran un, ce 
and that, Merker was miſtaken in en this, en * 
ot —— Tv x vides Trail | 1 FORLO I e & 
1 5 5 de 
| 105 i tai 325 it is ugh no means a 0 8 But there i3 f. 
reaſon, i:, ſhould ſeem, to believe the contrary; for it is not t 
very probable, that Virgil ſhould uſe the epithet Flexus inallu- 
fon, as this gentleman imagines, to the ſtory of the tile and 
the baſket, which gave the firſt hint to the inventor of the Co- 
rinthian capital. It is much more likely, and, natural that he 
mould join an epithet to Acan thus, which denoted. a certain E 
general quality attending it, than any; foreign and accidental Þ 
_ circumſtance, eſpecially one ſo extreme 15 remote. And this 0 
conjeRure ſeems, to, be, "ow ſupported by hank s calling it a 
; Flexwoſus. f 1. 7 3 446} y 


* Plin, Hiſt. Nat. | 15 Sir Wie Temple, | 
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are alſo cut into a variety of names and ſhapes, 
At the upper end, is an alcove of white marble; 
ſhaded with vines, ſupported, by four ſmall Cary- 
ſtianꝰ pillars. From this bench the water guſhing 
thro ſeveral. little pipes, as if it were preſſed out 
by the weight of the perſons who repoſe them- 
ſelves upon it, falls into a ſtone. ciſtern under- 
death, from whence it is received into a fine po: 
liſhed marble baſon, ſo artfully contrived, that ic 
is always full without ever dyerflowing. When I 
ſup here, this baſon ſerves for a table, the larger 
fort of diſhes being placed round the margin, 
while the ſmaller ones ſwim about in the form of 


little veſſels and water-fowl. Correſponding to 
this, is a fountain which is inceſſantly, emptying 
and filling; for the water which it throws up a 
great height, falling. back again into it, is by 
means of two openings returned as faſt as it is re- 
ceived. Fronting the alcove (and which. reflects I 


as great an ornament to it, as it borrows from it) 


ſtands a ſummer houſe of exquiſite marble; whoſe. 


doors project and open into a green incloſure z as 


from its upper and lower windows the eye is 
* f 5 Fug? A : 225 : X PE 5 . "Bree - 


„ This Walle came Haw Span (nds called Caritto) 3 in | 
Eubcea, an iſland in the Archipelago, which has /fince changed 
its name into Negroponte. From hence likewiſe, it is ſaid, the 
Romans fetched that famous ſtone out of which they ſpun a 
fort of incombuſtible cloth, wherein they w: by the bodies 


of their dead, and thereby preſerved their 
unmixed with thoſe of ths funeral pile. 
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preſented wirft 4 variety ef diffetent 'verdures, 


Next tö this is 4 little private cloſet (Which the 
it ſeems diftin&, may be laid into the ſame room) 


fattiiſhed' with à couch; and notwithftanding i i | 
Ras windows on evety fide, yet it enjoys a very þul] 
agrecable gloomitiefs, by means of 4 — ſho! 
vine which climbs to the top, and entirely 01 wh 
ſhades: it. Here you may lie and | faticy: yourſe? firſ 

| in 2 wood, with his difference only, that you eye 
are ndt expofedd to tfle weather: in this my a jul 
Fountain” alſo riſes" and inttantky eifäppears: h WIN 

: different quarters ate diſpoſed feveral Tarble- 8 jul 
which ſerve no leſs than the fümfter-Hoüſe, as h Will b 
many reliefs after one is wearieck "with walking i 
| Near each ſeat is a little fountain; atid through- kl 
out the whole hippodrome ſeveral ſmall rills run 88 
murmuring along, whereſvever the hand of art th 
thought proper to conduct them, watering here b 
and there different ſpots of verdure, and i in 7 thei hh 
progreſs refreſhing the whole. A "3H C 
And now, I ſhould bot have hazard the iſp 2, 
tation of being too minute in this detail, if I had . f 


not propoſed to lead you into every corner of my 

houſe and gardens. You will hardly, I imagine, 

think it a trouble to read the deſcription of a place, 
which Iam perſuaded would pleaſe you were you 

to ſee it; eſpecially as you have it in your power 

to top. and by throwing aſide * letter, fit down 
25 
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as it were, tac yourſelf as often 28 you think 
proper. Thad at the ſame time a view to the pra- 
fication. of my Hun paſſen ; gs confeſs, J have 
a very, great One for this villas. hich” was chiefly 
built or finiſhed by myſelf, In a word (for why | 
ſhould I;copceal from. my friend, my ſentiments 
whether right gr wrong 7) L look upon it as the 
firſt duty, of every .. writer frequently to throw his 
eyes upon his;title-page, and toconſider well the 
ſubject he has propoſed to hin FE». recen. be 
| affured if he, olgſcly-purſyes his plan he cannop 
juſtly be thought tedious. but on the contrary, if 
he ſuffers himſelf to be carried, off from it, he will 
| moſt certainly ingur, that cenſure. Homer, you 
know has emplgyed Many Vor les, an, the deſcrip- 
tion of the arms of Achilles, as Vargil alſo, has in 
thoſe of Egęasz yet neither of them are Prolix, 
becauſe they both keep within the limits of their 
original deſign,; Aratus, you ſee, is not eſteemed too 
circumſtantial, tho? he traces and enumerates the 
| minuteſt ſtirs; ; for he" does not g out of bis way yy 
for that purpoſe, he only follows where his ſub- T 
ject leads him. In the ſame manner (to compare 
ſmall things with great) if endeavoring to give 
you an idea of my houſe, I have not wandered. 
into any thing foreign, or, as it were, devious, 
it is not my letter which deſcribes, but my villa 
which is deſcribed, that is to be deemed large. 
But not to dwell any longer upon this digreſſion, 
e Eno a | 
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you why * prefer my Tuſcan villa, to thoſe which 


Beſides the advantages already mentioned, 1 ber 
enjoy a mote profound retirement, as I am at 4 
farther diſtance from the bufineſs of the town, and 
the interruption of troubleſome avocations. All i 
calm and compoſed; Which contribntes,” no lek 
chan its clear air and unclouded {ky to that health 


them ſituated in the Campagna 2 een me at no great al. 
tance from Rome. WHO! „ 0a | 


Book 


left I ſhould myſelf be condemned by the max. 
im I have juſt laid down; I have now informed 


1 poſſeſs at " Tuſculutn, 0 Tiber, and LU Prenefte, 


of body and chearfulneſs of mind which I parti. leg 
cularly enjoy here: both of which T'keep in pro- = 
per exerciſe by ſtudy and hunting. And indecd 22 
there is no place which agrees better with all wy OP 
family in general; J am ute at leaſt, I have not pl 
yet loſt one (and 1 ſpeak it with the ſentiments 1 nm 
ought) of all thoſe I brought with me hither : and ol 
may the gods continue that happi aver 0 1 and tr 
begs honor to mer villa 1 Farewel. Lai P 
jon bios ev om od ors Aaiids s 0 

n „ calle Fraſcati, * Tivoli, rand prong al of , 
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be, 


SAIF 
* is certain the law does not Alo 4 corps: 
rate city td inherit any eſtate by will, or to 
receive a legacy.“ Saturninus however, who has 
appointed me his heir, had left a fourth part cr 
his eſtate to our corporation of Comum; whkicl 
deviſe he afterwards changed into an abſolute le- 
gacy of 400,000 * ſeſterces. ' This bequeſt in a 
legal view, is undoubtedly; void; but conſidered 
as the clear and expreſs will of the dead, ought 
to ſtand firm and valid; a conſideration in my 
opinion (tho* I am afraid the lawyers will noti be 
pleaſed with what I ſay) of higher regard than 
any law whatſoever, eſpecially when the intereſt 
of one's country is concerned. It would be ex- 
tremely inconſiſtent in me, who made them a 
preſent of eleven hundred thouſand ſeſterces out 
of my own patrimony, to vith- hold from them 
a benefaCtion of little more than a third part of 
that ſum, out of an eſtate which | is entirely ad- 
ventitious. You, who, like a true patriot, have the 
me affection for this our common country, will 
join with me, 1 dare ſay, | in theſe ſentiments. FI 
with therefore you would, at che next afſem- 
bly of the Deruri, acquaint them, in a reſpect- 
Ts nul 


- About 3,200 l. of our money, 3 
7 About 8,8001. | 
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ful manner, how the law ſtands in this caſe, and 
at the ſame time let them know. that I ſhall no 
take advantage of it, but will pay them the 
499,000 ſeſterees according to the direftions jn 
the will of Saturninus. You, will repreſent it a 
his preſent and. bis liberality ; I only claim the 
merit of comply ing with his requeſt, I. forbea 
writing to their ſenate concerning this | affair 
fully relying upon your friendſhip, and prudence, 
and being aſſured that you are both able and 
willing co act for me upon this occaſign as I would 
for myſelf; beſides. I am afraid I ſnhould not ſeem 
to have preſerved that juſt medium in my letter, 
which you will much eaſier be able to do in a 
ſpetch. The. eountenance, the geſture, | and 
even the tone of voice governs and determines 

the ſenſe. of the ſpeaker : whereas a: letter, being 
deſtitute of theſe advantages, is more liable to the 
malignant interpretation of thoſe who are > incline 

to peruert 1 its e 'Farewel1 
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me xe by ſeveral others of my friends; 5 FR What! 
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have ſome thoughts of engaging in. Not that 1 
have any confidence of ſucceeding in this way; 


„ re old be too raſhly preſurting open the 
; event of an experiment which 1 hive never yet 
he made; but becauſe it is a noble employment to 


reſcue from oblivion thofe who defetve to be etet- 
nally remembered, and extend the feputatioh of 
others, at the ſame time that we advance our own. 
Nothing, I confeſs, ſo ſtrongly affects me as the 


8 deſire of a laſting name: a paffion highly worthy | 
| of the human breaſt, eſpecially of one, who not 
bens conſcious to hitnfelf of any ill, is not afraid 
8 of being Known to poſtefity. It is che continual 
3 ſubject therefor of my thoughts, On te 
es \ By what falr deed 7 too Mey riſe a name: 
ng 
he for to that 1 moderate my withes ; the reſt, 
ed 
| And gather round the world immortal FI I, 
js much beyond my hopes: 155 

1 7% ve. However the firſt is faſt; 
=_ 7 is che * means that ean 
ve aſſure 
1 e 


5 vel Georg, 1. fub, TY 


part of a verſe from the fifth reid where Meneftheus, - 
one of the compericors in the nava]\games, who was in ſome 
Unger of being diſtanced, exborgs u men ta exert their t- 
Vor. J. 3 e _ 
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aſſure it to me. Oratory and Poetry, unleſs cat. 
ried to the higheſt point of eloquence, are talent 


but of ſmall recommendation to thoſe who poſ. 
ſeſs them ; but Hiſtory however executed is al. 


ways entertaining. Mankind are naturally in. 


quiſitive; and are ſo fond of having this turn gra. 
tified, that they will liſten with attention to the 
plaineſt matter of fact, and the moſt idle tale 
But, beſides this, I have an example in my own 
family that inclines me to engage in this ſtudy, 
my uncle and adoptive father having acquired 
great reputation as a very accurate hiſtorian ; and 
the philoſophers, you know, recommend it to 
us to tread in the ſteps of our anceſtors, when 


they have gone before us in the right path. If 


you aſk me then, why do I not immediately enter 
upon the taſk? My reaſon is this: I hae 
| pleaded ſome very important cauſes, and:(tho' 


moſt vieur to ven ſuch a 3 The reader, perhaps, 
will not be diſpleaſed to ſee the whole paſſage, as it is excel. 
lently 0 by Mr. Pit; which I am the more inclined 
to tranſcribe, not only as it will ſhew the propriety of my au- 
thor's application of this verſe; but as I am glad of any op- 
portunity of quoting from a poet whoſe tranſlation of the 
n does honor to the Englit language. 1 


Now, now, my friends, Prem utmoſt po r dt ly, 15 
Riſe to your oars, and ſweep the wat'ry ,-. 
| Tho' yet—but ah ! let thoſe the palm obtain. M, 
22e whom thy favors crown, great monarch of 5 main? 25 
Bui to return the lags of all the day . 
$4 0⁵. Wiſes ry friends, that lange fin OD | 


c See Book . Let. ** 
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ing them) I have determined to reviſe my ſpeeches, 
leſt for want of this remaining labor, all the pains 
they coſt me ſhould be thrown away, and they 
vith their author be buried in oblivion: for with 


fniſhed, was never begun. You will think, per- 
haps, I might correct my pleadings and write 
tiſtory at the ſame time. I wiſh indeed, I were 
capable of doing ſo, but. they are both ſuck great 


T undertakings, that either of them is abundantly 
ſufficient. J was but nineteen when I firſt ap- 


peared at the bar; and yet it is only now at laſt 
underſtand (and f that in truth but imperfectly) 


ſhall I be able to ſupport the weight of an addi- 
tional burthen! r true, indeed, hiſtory and 
oratory have in many points a general reſem- 
blahce; yer in thoſe very things in which they 
ſeem to agree, there are ſeveral circumſtances. 
wherein they differ. Narration is common to them 
both; but it is a narration of a diſtinct kind. 
The former contents itſelf frequently with low 


ſplendid, elevated and extraordinary: ſtrength and 


one conſiſts in a ſtrong, ſevere and cloſe fille; 


am not extremely ſanguine in my hopes concern- 


reſpect to poſterity, the work that was never 


hat is eſſential to a compleat orator. How then 


and vulgar facts; the latter requires every thing 


nerves is ſufficient in that, but beauty and orna- 
ment is eſſential 10 this: the excellency of the 
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15 performances of ſuch diſtinct natures, which, az 
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of the other, in a diffuſive, flowing, and harmo- 
nious narration: in ſhort, the words, the en. 
phaſis, and whole turn and ſtructure of the pe. 
riods; are extremely different in theſe. two. arts, 
For, as Thucydides obſerves, there is a wide di 
ſtance between compoſitions which are calculated 
for a preſent purpoſe, and thoſe which, are de. 
ſigned to remain as laſting monuments to poſterity; 
by the fiſt, of which expreſſions; he alludes. to 
Oratory, and by, the other- to Hiſtory, For theſe 

_ reaſons I am not; inclined. to blend. together two, 


they are both of the higheſt rank, neceſſarily there 
fore require a ſeparate attention; leſt; confounded 
by a crowd of different ideas, I ſhould intro- 
duce into the one what 1s; only proper to the 
other. Therefore, (te ſpeak in our language of 
che bar) I muſt beg leave the: cauſe may bs, al 
 journed ſome time longer. In the mean while, refer 
it to your. conſideration from: what period I; ſhall 

- commence. my. hiſtory. Shall I. take it up from 
thoſe. remote times which: have been treated u 


already. by others ?- In:this ways indeed, the r i © 
tepials will be ready prepared to my hands, but 1 
the collating of the ſeveral hiſtorians, will be er = 
tremely. troubleſome: or, ſhalk.I; Write only, f oy 
the preſent» times, and thoſe: wherein no ather au. 5 


5 
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hor has gone before me? If ſo, I may probably 
vive offence to many, and pleaſe but few. For, 
in an age fo over- Tun with vice, you will find in- 
finitely more to condemn than approve z yet your 
praife, tho? ever fo laviſh, will be thought toe 
reſerved 3 and your cenſure, tho? ever ſo cautious, 
too profuſe. However, this does not at all 
diſcourage me; for I want not ſufficient reſolution 
to bear teſtimony to truth. I expect then, that you 
prepare the way which you have pointed out to 
me, and determine what ſubject I ſhall fix upon 
for my hiſtory, that when I am ready to enter upon 
the taſk you have aſſigned me, I may not be de- 
hyed by any new difficulty. Farewel. 


LETTER IX. 9s Satvanitius, | 


Y 0 0 R letter made very different inpref. 
ſions upon me, as it brought me news 
which I both rejoiced and grieved to receive, It 
gave me pleafure when it informed you were 
detained in Rome; which tho' you will tell me 
is a circumſtance that affords you none, yet I 
cannot but rejoice at it, ſince you aſſure me you | 
continue there upon my account, and defer the 
recital of your work till my return ; J for which 
Lam greatly obliged to you. But I was much 
concerned at that part of your letter which men- 


8 3 2 tioned. 
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tioned the dangerous illneſs of Julius Valens; 
| tho indeed, with reſpect to himſelf it ought to 
affect me with other ſentiments, as it cannot but 
be for his advantage the ſooner he 1s relieved bj 
death, from a diſtemper of which there is 10 
hope he can ever be cured. But what you add 
concerning Avitus, who died in his return from 
the province where he had been Quæſtor, is a 
accident that juſtly demands our ſorrow. That 
he died on board a ſhip, at a diſtance from his 
brother whom he tenderly loved, and from his 
mother and ſiſters, are circumſtances, which tho 
they cannot affect him now, yet undoubtedly did 
in his laſt moments, as well as tend to heighten 
the affliction of thoſe he has left behind. Hoy 
; ſevere is the reflection, that a youth of his well 
formed diſpoſition ſhould be extinct in the prime 
of life, and ſnatched from thoſe high honors to 
which his virtues, had they been permitted to 
grow to their full maturity, would certainly hav 
raiſed him! How did his boſom glow with the 
love of the fine arts! How many books has he 
peruſed ! ! How many volumes has he tranſcribed! 
but the fruits of his labors are now periſhed with 
him, and for ever loſt. to poſterity, —Yet why in- 
dulge my ſorrow * 1 paſſion which, if we once 
give a looſe to it, will aggravate every the ſlighteſt 
circumſtance. I will put an end therefore to 
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| my letter, that I may to the tears which yours 
has drawn from me. F arewel. 


LET T E R X. To Auron, 
AM never more ſenũible * the ſuperior ex- 


always fail, when perfect beauty ſits for the pic- 
ture; ſo ] labor to catch the graces of my original, 


but ſtill fall ſhort of them. Let me conjure you 


then to continue to ſupply us with many more 


ſuch excellent models, which every man muſt wiſh | 
to imitate, but few, EIN none, will be able to 


- 


equal. Farewel. 


L E T TE R Xl. 275 TRAnW1LLUS. 


TT is time you ſhould acquit the promiſe my 
verſes gave to our common friends, of your 


works. The world is every day impatiently en- 
quiring after them, and there is ſome danger of 


your being ſummoned | in form to give an account 


of your delay. 1 am myſelf a good deal back- 


ward in publiſhing, but you are even ſtill lower. 


You muſt. haſten. your hand, however, other- 


wiſe the ſeverity of my ſatire may perhaps extort 
from P what the blandiſhments of my ſofter 


cellency of your verſes, than when I endeavor 
to imitate them. As the hand of the painter muſt 


— 
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muſe could not obtain. Your work Is Already 
arrived to that degree of perfection, that the file 
can only weaken, not poliſh it, Allow me then 
the pleaſure of ſeeing your name in the title. page 
of a book, and ſuffer the works of my dear Tran- 
quillus to be recited and tranſcribed, to be bonghy 
and read. It is but fair, and agreeable to out mu- 
tual friendſhip, that you ſhould give me in return 
the ſame pleaſure you receive from me, Farewel, 


LETTER XII. To FABATYS:. | 


KY OUR letter informs me that you have 
1 erected a noble public portico, as à me- 
morial of yourſelf and your ſon, and that the next 
day after the ceremony of opening it, you en- 
bie to repair and beaytify rhe gates of our ci 


Grand- father to Calphurnia, Bliny's wiſe. | | 
d. Theſe, porticos, which were carried to an extreme degree 


of magnificence, ſerved for various uſes ; ſometimes for the 
aſſembly of the ſenate, fometimes for ſtands of the moſt cu- 
xious merchandize. But the general uſe they were put to was, 

he pleaſure of walking in them; like the prefent prazzas in 
Italy [Fabric. Deſcrip. Rom. c. 13.] Here likewiſe works of 
genius were publicly recited, and the philoſgphers held their 
| ens The famous Pœcile Portico, or picture gallery 
at Athens, mult have afforded the nobleſt ſcene of this kind 
1maginable to a lover of the imitatiye arts, Polygnotus, Panz: 
pus, and all the great maſters of that refined age, having con- 


eils. Vid. Meyrhi Ath. At: J. J. e. 5. 


tributed to embelliſh it with the fineſt productions of eur pen. 


V. or PLINE, iis 


at your own charge: thus it is that you riſe from 


one act of mynificence to another! I take part, 
believe me, in every thing that concerns your 


glory; Which, from the alljange that is between 


us, in ſome: degree redounds to mine; and am 


pleaſed to ſee the memery of my father-in-law 
delivered down to poſterity: by ſych beautiful 
ſtructurss. J rejoice tog, gt the honor that here - 
by ariſes to Que native province ; and as every 


thing that tends to her adyantage-is highly agreo - 


able to me, by What hang {gever it may be con- 
ferred fe particularly when jt is by yours. 1]. 
have only te deſire that heaven- would continue 


to cheriſh in yen this generous frame of mind, and 
to grant yqu many years in which to exert it: 


bor your bounty, I am well perſyaded, will nat 
terminate here, hut extend itſelf to farther acts 
of beneficenee. Gengreſßity, when once ſhe ig 
ſer forward, knows nat; how to ſtop her pragreſs; 
5 the more familiar we are with the lovely form, 
the more enamgred ve from of her ain 
FORTS, Vargo, 997 : 
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1. ET TER XIII. To Scaukus. 


Aving thoughts of publiſhing a little ſpeech 
which I have compoſed, I invited ſome of 
my friends whoſe judgments 1 revere, to attend 

the recital of it; tho' at the fame time, that 

might be more ſecure of hearing the truth bf 
their ſentiments, I ſelected only a ſmall number: 
for I have a double view in theſe rehearſals; the 
firſt is, that the zealous ſolicitude of approving 
myſelf to my audience may inflame my imagi- 
nation; the next, that thoſe errors which a par- 
tiality to myſelf may conceal from my own ob- 
ſervation, be pointed out to me. I ſucceeded in 
my deſign, and my friends obliged me with 
their ſincere opinions; as I likewiſe obſerved my- 

ſelf ſome paſſages which required correction. 1 

fend you the piece therefore as I have now alter- 
ed it. The occaſion of it will appear from the 
title, and for the reſt I refer you to the ſpeech 

itſelf, which I hope you will peruſe fo carefully, 
as not to ſtand in need of a preface to explain 


it. I beg you would ſincerely tell me your ſen- 


timents of the whole, and of its ſeveral parts. 
I ſhall be more inclined to ſuppreſs or publiſh 


it, 4 wor judgment ſhall decide either ch 


Farewel. 
ö LEI. 


1 


lat 
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LE T.TE R XIV. To VALERIANUS, : 


ou deſire me to inform you Fe to 
my promiſe) what ſucceſs attended Nepos 
in his accuſation of Tuſcillinus Nominatus. The 
latter being brought before the ſenate, pleaded his 
own cauſe, tho indeed nobody appeared to ſup- 
port the accuſation. On the contrary, the depu- 
ties from the Vicentini were ſo far from purſuing 
their charge, that they fayored his defence. The 
ſum of what he urged in his own behalf was; 
« That it was his courage and not his integrity 
had failed him; that he ſet out with a deſign 
4 of pleading the cauſe, and actually came in- 
to the ſenate for that purpoſe, but being diſ- 
*« couraged by his friends, he withdrew himſelf 3 
« that they diſſuaded him from perſiſting to op- 
« poſe (eſpecially in the ſenate) the inclinations. 
«of a ſenator, who did not contend ſo much 
« for the fair itſelf, as for his own credit and cha- 
« rafter, which he looked upon as concerned 1 in 
« this cauſe; that if he did not deſiſt, he would 
e ſuffer greater indignities than in his former 
_ *« pleading,” (And there were ſome, tho indeed 
but a few, who, expreſſed high indignation, at. his 
pings FE He proceeded to implore the red 
of 


See letter the gb of tis bo * 
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of the ſenate with tears in his eyes; and prudent- 
ly endeavored throughout his whole ſpeech (as 
he is a man extremely well verſed in the arts of 
oratory) to appear rather to ſue for pardon than 
Juſtice. Afranius Dexter, the conſul ele&, was 
for acquitting him. The purport of his ſentiments 
was to this effect: © That Nominatus would 
« have ated more prudently if he had gone 
*©thro* the cauſe of the Vicentini with the ſame 
6 reſolution he began it: however, ſince it did 
* not appear he had been guilty of this. negle& 
« with any fraudulent deſign, and that he had not 
& been convicted of any thing which merited 
« public animadverſion, it was his opinion he 
Bs ought to be acquitted : but that he ſhould re- 


«turn to the Vicentini whatever gratuity he hid 
received from them.“ This motion was ap- 
proved by the whole ſenate except Flavius Aper: 
his opinion was, that he ſhould be ſuſpended from 


_ exerciſing the. Profeſſion of an advocate for five 
years; and tho* he could not bring any over to 
his ſentiments, he reſolutely perſiſted i in them: he 
even obliged Dexter, who ſpoke firſt on the op- 
polite ſide, to rake his oath that he thought his 


motion was for the benefit of the republic; agree · 


ably to a law which he produced concerning the 


aſſembling of the - ſenate. But this, tho? it was 
Fertainly legal, was oppoſed by ſome, who thought 
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it a reflection upon Dexter, as iff he had been un- 
duly influenced in his ſentiments. But before the 
votes of the houſe were: collected, Nigrinus, a tri- 
bune of the people, read a very elegant and ſenſi- 
ble remonſtrance, wherein he ſtrongly complained 
that the profeſſion of the law was become venal, 
and that the advocates took money, even to be- 
tray the cauſe of their clients; that they made 
| ſhameful trade of their function: and inſtead of 
honor, which was formerly: their only reward, 
they now lived: upon the ſpoils of their fellow. 
citizens, from whom they rereived large and an- 
nual ſalaries. ad gave the ſenate a ſummary ac- 
count of the laws which had been; made upon 
this ſubject, and reminded them likewiſe of their 
own decrees: to the ſame purpaſe: and he con- 
cluded with obſerving, that ſince both the autho- 
rity of the laws and of the ſenate had been con- 
temned, it was tighly neceſſary to addrefs the em- 
peror that he would: be pleaſed. himſelf to / inter- 
poſe, and provide ſome remedy. to ſo. great an evil. 
Accordingly. a few days after, an editt was pub- 
| liſhed, drawn up with a proper mixture of mild- 
neſs and ſeverity ; for which I refer you to the 
journals off tlie public: I cannot but congratu- 
late N e N that. in alb chez 
| dom cauſes 
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cauſes in which I have been concerned, I never 
made any bargain, or received any fee, reward, or 


even preſent whatſoever. One ought, no doubt, 
to avoid whatever is mean and unworthy, not ſo 
much becauſe it is illegal, as becauſe it is diſho- 


norable. But till there is great ſatisfaction in find- 


ing the legiſlature levelling its prohibitions againſt 
a practice, which one never ſuffered one's ſelf to 
fall into. The glory indeed of my conduct may, 
or rather moſt certainly will, be conſiderably e- 
_ clipſed, when this practice ſhall univerſally prevail 
by neceſſity, which I always purſued by choice. 
In the mean time, however, I enjoy the pleaſure of 
my friends jeſts, while ſome tell me I certainly 
foreſaw this edit ; and others, that it was parti- 


cularly levelled againſt my avarice and rapine. 


Farewel. 


T WAS at Comum when I heard that Cornutws 
= Tertullus was appointed ſurveyor of the AEmi- 


lian way. This news was inexpreſſibly agr eeable to 


2 This was an office of great dignity among the Romans, 
and uſually conferred upon thoſe who had been conſuls, 
Thus Cæſar is mentioned by Plutarch as ſurveyor of the Appian 
way. Theſe roads extended to a great diſtance from the city 
on all fides, the moſt noble of which was the Appian, computed 
to reach three hundred and fifty miles. Mr. Wright in his 
travels ſpeaking of this road, obſerves, that! tho it 1 — 


0 on ES "OR 
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me, both upon his account and my own: upon 
his, becauſe tho ambition ſhould be (as it cer- 
tuinly is) far removed from his heart, yet it can- 
not but be acceptable to him to receive ſo great 
an honor without ſeeking it; upon mine, becauſe 
it heightens the ſatisfaction which reſults from my 
own office, to ſee a man of ſo diſtinguiſhed a cha- 
racter as Cornutus raiſed to one of the ſame * 
nature; for to be placed in the ſame rank with 


the good, is a pleaſure equal to being pa 
with the higheſt dignities. And where indeed is 


the man who exceeds Cornutus in worth and vir- 


me? Or whoſe conduct is a more expreſs model 


of ancient manners: ? In this I do not found my 
judgment upon fame, which however, with 


great juſtice, ſpeaks. of him i in the higheſt terms; . 
but upon long and frequent experience. We have 
ever been joined in the ſame friendſhips 1 with the 
moſt ſhining characters in both ſexes, which this 


age has produced: an union that cemented us in 


the ſtricteſt intimacy. Jo theſe private ties were 
added thoſe of a more public nature: he Was, you 


« broken in eren places, and reavllin over it very . in 
« others it is wonderfully well preſerved, notwithſtanding it 


ebe computed near two thouſand years old. They are paved 


« with ſuch hard ſtones, that they are rather poliſhed. than 


worn, and ſo well 2 hat in ſome places the whole 
« breadth of the way ſeems one intire piece.” 


It appears by ſome ancient inſcriptions ſtill remaining, , that 


Pliny was ſurveyor of the river Tiber and i its  batiks, | to which 


oe it 1s "ew le he here all _ . 
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know, my collegue in the treaſury, as well as the 
confulſhip. Theſe were opportunities of gaining 
à thorough knowledge of his uncommon virtues, 

when I followed Him as a guide, and revered kim 
as 4 parent; and That not fo much upon account 
of his age, as his merit. I rejoice therefore no 
leſs for my own ſake than his; and I do fo upon 
a public as well as private conſideration, ſince 
virtue is now no longer, as formerly *,' expoſed 
to the moſt ctuel dangers, but advanced to the 
| nobleft dignities. But if I were to indulge the 
joyous ſentiments \ 3 feel upon this 6ccafion, 1 
ſtrould never have finiſhed my letter. Let me 
turn then to an account of what 1 was doing when 
your meffenger atrived. He found me with my 
wifes grandfather and aunt, together with ſeve- 
ral other fri ends, whoſe company f had not en- 
joyed for 4 conſiderable time: I was traverſing 
my groyrids, hearing the complaints of the far- 

mers, runring over "Weir tedious accounts, anl 
had before me papers and letters far different 

from thoſe to which my inclination early de- 
voted me; in a word, 1 was preparing to re- 
wurm to Rome. For ! have obtained but # ſhort 
leave of abſence; and indeed the news of this office 
being conferred on Corhutus, reminds me to haften 


© Alluding w thetimes-of Nero and Domim 


to the duties of my own. I hope your favorite 


Campania will reſign you about the ſame time, ſo 


that when I return to Rome, not a day may be 


loſt to our friendly intercourſe. Farewel. 


LE TT ER XVI. To Macztiinus, 


I Write this to you 1 che utmoſt oppreſſion 


of ſorrow: the youngeſt daughter of my | 
friend Fundanus is dead! Never ſurely was there 
a more agreeable and more amiable young perſon, 
or one who better deſerved to have enjoyed a long, 


| had almoſt faid, an immortal life! She. was 


ſcarce fourteen, and yet had all the wiſdom of age 


and diſcretion of a matron, joined with youthful 
ſweetneſs and virgin modeſty. With what an en- 


gaging fondneſs did ſhe behave to her father! 
How kindly and reſpectfully receive his friends! 
How affectionately treat all thoſe who, in their re- 


ſpective offices, had the care and education of her! 
She employed much of her time in reading, in 
which ſhe diſcovered great ſtrength of judgment; 


ſhe indulged herſelf in few divetſions, and thoſe 
with much caution. With what forbearance, 
with what patience, with what courage did ſhe 
eudure her laſt illneſs! She complied with all the 
directions of her phyſicians z ſhe encouraged her 


"Your l. . iter, 
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ſiſter, and her father; and when all her ſtrength 
of body was exhauſted, ſupported herſelf by the 
ſingle vigor of her mind. That, indeed, conti. 
nued even to her laſt moments, unbroken by the 
pain of a long illneſs, or the terrors of approach. 
ing death; and it is a reflection which makes the 
loſs of her ſo much the more to be lamented. A 
oſs infinitely ſevere! And more ſevere by the par: 
ticular conjuncture in which it happened! She was 
contracted to a moſt worthy youth ; the wedding 
day was fixed, and we were all invited. How fad 
a change from the higheſt joy, to the deepeſt 

| forrow! How ſhall I exprefs the wound that 
Pierced my heart, when I heard F undanus him- 

ſelf (as grief is ever finding out circumſtances to 

aggravate its affliction) ordering the money he had 
deſigned to lay out upon cloaths and jewels for 
her marriage, to be employed i in myrrh and ſpices 

: for her funeral? He is a man of great learning | 
and good ſenſe, who has applied himſelf from his 

_ earlieſt youth, to the nobleſt and moſt elevated 
"ſtudies; but all the maxims of fortitude which he 

has received from books, or advanced himſelf, he 
now abſolutely rejects, and every other virtue of 
his heart gives place to all a parent's tendernels. 
You will excuſe, you will even approve his ſorrow, 
when you conſider Wan he has loſt, He has loſt | 
© F 2 e 
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a daughter who reſembled him in his manners, as 
well as his perſon, and exactly copied out all her 
father. If you ſhall think proper to write to him 
upon the ſubject of ſo reaſonable a grief, let me 
remind you not to uſe the rougher. arguments of 
conſolation, and ſuch as ſeem to carry a ſort of 
reproof with them, but thoſe of kind and ſympa- 2 
thizing humanity. Time will render him more 

open to the dictates of reaſon: for as a freſn 
wound ſhrinks back from the hand of the ſurgeon, 
but by degrees ſubmits to, and even requires. the 
means of its cure; ſo a mind under the firſt im- 
preſions of a misfortune ſhuns and rejects. all ar- 
guments of conſolation, ; but at length, if applied 
with tenderneſs, calmly and willingly e ; 
in them. F arewel. 


6 


L. E T T E R xvii. 'T Sevninna. 


7Nowing, as 1 do, how much you Aamir 5 
the polite arts, and what ſatisfaction you 
take in ſeeing young men of quality purſue the 
ſteps of their anceſtors, I ſeize this earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of informing you, that I went to-day to 
hear Calpurnius Piſo read a poem he has compo- 
ſed upon a very bright and learned ſubject, en 
titled the Conftellations.” His numbers, which were 
5 1 T 2 e Pt clegiac, 
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elegiac, were ſoft, flowing, and eaſy, at the ſame 
time that they had all the ſublimity {uitable to 


ſuch a noble topic. He varied his ſtile from the 


lofty to the ſimple, from the cloſe to the copious, 
from the grave to the florid, with equal genius 
and judgment. Theſe beauties were extremely 


heightened and recommended by a moſt harmo- 


nious voice; which a very becoming modeſty 


rendered ll more pleaſing. A eonfuſibn and 


concern in the countenante of a ſpeaker throws n 
grace upon all he utters; for there is a certain de. 


cent timidity which, I know not how, is infinite- 


ly more engaging than the aſſured and' ſelf-rofh 


cient air of confidence. I might mention ſeve. 


ral other circumſtances to his advantage, which! 


am the more inclined to take notice of, as they 
are molt ſtriking in a perſon of his age, and moſt 
uncommon in a youth of his quality: but not to 


enter into a farther detail of his merit, I will only 


tell you, that when he had finiſhed his. poem, | 
embraced him with the utmoſt complacency; and 
being g perſuaded that nothing 1 is a greater encou- 


ragement than applauſe, I exhorted him to perſe- 


vere in the paths he had entered, and to ſhine out 
£0 poſterity with the ſame glorious luſtre, Which 


reflected from his anceſtors to himſelf, 1 congra- 


tulated his excellent mother, and his brother, Who 
gained as much honor by the generous affection 
he diſcovered upon this occaſion as Calpurnius 


did 
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did by his eloquence; ſo remarkable a cancern 
he ſhowed for him when he began to recite his 
poem, and ſo much pleaſure in his ſucceſs. May 
the gods grant me frequent occaſions of giving 
you accounts of this nature! for I have a partia- 
lity to the age in which. I live, and; ſhould re- 
joice to find it not barren of merit. To this end, 


I ardently wiſh. our young men of quality would 


not derive all their glory from the images of 


their anceſtors. As for thoſe which are placed in 
the houſe of theſe: excellent youths, I now figure 


them to myſelf as ſilently applauding and en- 
couraging their purſuits, and (what is a ſufficient 


degree of honor to them both) as owning. and | 


confeſſing them to be their Kindred. | Farewel. 


1 


L E 7 TER 5 XVII. 5 To Macrn. 


LL i is well with me, 9 | it is o with you. 


You are happy. I find, in the company of 
your wife and ſon ; 53 and are enjoying, t the, pleaſures 


of the ſea, the freſhneſs of the fountains, the ver- 
dure of the fields, and the Ss, of a moſt 


1 oe 


ts FF 3  agrecable 


8 1 62 wY y 


None had "oY right of ho family: * 3 bet 
thoſe whoſe anceſtors or themſelves had born'fome of thehi heſt 


dignities. So that the jus imaginit was much the fame thing 


among the Romans, as the right of notes IA a Coat of arms as, 


mong us. Ken. antiq. ' MT 4-7 1 e $1 
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204 THE LETTERS Bock v. 
agreeable villa: for ſo 1 judge it to be, ſince 
He who was moſt happy ere fortune had raiſed 


him to what is generally eſteemed the higheſt point 


of human felicity, choſe it for the place of his re- 
tirement. As for myſelf, I am employed at my 
Tuſcan villa in hunting and ſtudying, ſometime 
alternately, and ſometimes both together ®; but! 
am not yet able to determine in which purſuit it 
W melt difficult to ſucceed. Farewel. 


* E T T E R x. . Pavyunvs, 


f 


| F 8 1 dune th bompaicy 1 which you treat 
your own ſervants, I do not ſcruple to con. 


fels to you the; indulgence I ſhew to mine. I have 


ever in my mind Homer's * character of Ulyſſes 
. 25 raid bis people with a Clin Y love: 


And hs very expreſſion in our language for the 
head of a family, ſuggeſts the rule of. one's congut 
towards it. But were I naturally of a rough and 


hardened kf of temper, the al fate of health of 


my 


5 TY Is pe 'by ſome commentators, that Pliny alludes 


Here to Nerva, who being ſuſpected by Domitian, was ordered 
by that emperor to retire to Tarentum, where without any 
views of reigning, he quietly, ſat down in the enjoyment of a | 


Prins life; others imagine that he means Sulla. 
d See B. 1. let. 6. and the note there. 
e Odyſſ. 1, 5% 4115 


ol a FO 


3 


0 The Latin word for a maſter of a g. implies SIM 


Bo 
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my freedman Zoſimus (who has the ftronger 
claim to a humane treatment at my hands, as 
he now ftands much in need of it) would be 
ſuficient to ſoften me. He is a perſon of great 


worth, diligent in his ſervices, and well ſkilled 
in literature; but his chief talent, and indeed his 


profeſſion, is that of a comedian, wherein he high- 
ly excels. He ſpeaks with great emphaſis, judg- 
ment, propriety, and gracefulneſs : he has a very 


good hand too upon the lyre, which he under- 


ſtands better than is neceſſary for one of his pro- 


feſion: To this 1 muſt add, he reads hiſtory, 


oratory, and poetry, as well as if he had ingly 
applied himſelf to that art. I am the more par- 
ticular in enumerating his qualifications, to let you 
ſee how many agreeable ſervices I receive from 


him. He 1s indeed endeared to me by the ties 


of a long affection, which ſeems to be heightened 
by the danger he is now in. For nature has ſo 
formed our hearts, that nothing contributes more 


to raiſe and enflame our inclination for any en- 
joyment, than the apprehenſion of being deprived 
of it: a ſentiment which Zoſimus has given me 
occaſion to experience more than once. Some years 


ago he ſtrained himſelf ſo much by too vehe- 


ment an exertion of his voice, that he ſpit blood, 
upon which account I fent him into Egypt; i 
5 T4 from 


The Roman Wee uſed to ſend their patients in con- 
| _ caſes 1 into 0 Egypt, l to e i 
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from whence, affer a long abſence, he lately re. 
turned with great benefit to his health. But hay. 
ing again exerted himſelf for ſeveral days tope. 
ther beyond his ſtrength, ' he was reminded of 
his former malady by a flight return of his cough, 
and a ſpitting of blood. For this reaſon I intend to 
ſend him to your farm at Forum- julii, having 
frequently heard you mention it as an exceeding 
fine air, and recommend the milk of that place 
as very good in diſorders of this nature. I beg 
you would give directions to your people to re- 
ceive him into your houfe, and to ſupply him 
with what he ſhall have occaſion for : which will 
not be much, for he is ſo temperate as not only 
to abſtain from delicacies, but even to deny him- 
{elf the neceſſaries his ill ſtate of health | requires, 
I ſhall furniſh him towards his journey with what 
will be ſufficient for one of his abſtemious turn, 
who is coming under your roof, Farewel. 


* 4 } 5 


OON after the Bithynians had gone through 


MJ with their proſecution, of Julius Baſſus, they 
alſo impeached their late goyernor Rufus Vatenvs; 
1544 WES. ng, who 


4 \Prijus | in Prov ene, the ſouthern 7. of France. 5 


2444. "4 . 
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who was but juſt before, (and that too at their own 


requeſt) appointed counſel for them againſt Baſ- 
ſus. Being introduced into the ſenate, they pe- 


titioned, that an enquiry might be made into his 


conduct, Varenus, on the other hand, begg ged all 
proceedings might be ſtayed till he could ſend for 


the witneſſes neceſſary to his defence; but this 


being oppoſed by the Bithynians, that point was 
debated. I was counſel (and no unſucceſsful 


one) for Varenus ; but Whether a good. one or 


not, you will judge when you read my ſpeech. 


Fortune has a very conſiderable ſhare in the 


event of every cauſe : the quickneſs, the voice, 
the manner of the advocate, even the circumſtance 
of time itſelf; in a word, the general diſpoſition 


of the ſenate, as it is either favorable or ad- 
verſe to the accuſed, all conſpire to influence 


the ſucceſs. But when a ſpeech is read in the 


cloſet, it is ſtripped of all theſe external circum- 


ſtances, and has nothing to fear or hope from fa- 
vor or prejudice, from lucky or unlycky acci- 


dents, Fonteius Magius, one of the Bithynians, 


replied to me with Seat pomp of words, and 
little to the purpoſe : : a character applicable to 


many of the G Greek orators, as well as to himſelf. 
They miſtake volubility for copiouſneſs, and thus 


overwhelm\ you with an "endleſs torrent of cold 
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and loquacity another. Eloquence indeed is the 
cus Antonius, of none f: but that faculty which 


and the talent which generally attends impudence, 
The next day Homulus ſpoke for Varenus with 


grinus made a very cloſe, ſolid, and graceful 
reply. It was the opinion of Acilius Rufus, 
the conſul elect, that the Bithynians ſhould be 
| permitted to lodge their information; but he 


and repreſents it as having firſt began to infect the purity of 

Attic eloquence, about his time. [Theſe falſe ſpecies of oratory 
ſpread to Athens from Aſia, where the {ſwelling and highly 

fgurative ſtile has prevailed, from the earlieſt accounts we have 
of thoſe people, to this day. Vid. Petron. fatir. ſub init. 


well as thoſe in all other the fine arts, heated their imaginations 
With a certain ideal perfection, which as they could not explain 


vet it was productive of very real and ſubſtantial excellencies ; 
and while the geniuſes of the ſeveral artiſts. were ſtretching 
Agreeably to this high enthuſiaſm, Marcus Antonius, who 


in his earlier years he publiſhed a treatiſe upon that ſubject, 
” 4. wherein he aſſerted, that tho he had known ſome few in- 
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and unaffecting periods 5 Julius Candidus uſed, 
not improperly, to ſay, that eloquence is one thing, 


privilege of very few; nay, if we will believe Mar. 


Candidus calls /cquacity, is common to numbers, 


great art, ſtrength, and elegance; to whom Ni- 


took 


This verboſe and turgid ſtile, which Pliny here condemns, 
the elegant Petronius likewiſe mentions with equal contempt, 


* The great maſters among the ancients, in eloquence, as 


in what it conſiſted, ſo neither, they owned, could they reach 
in their reſpective works. But however notional this ſupreme 
beauty, this 7o7Tp#moy and decorum, as it was called, might be, 


after this flying form, they reached thoſe glorious productions 
that have been the admired models to all ſucceeding ages. 


bears a part in Tully's dialogue intitled % Orator, ſays, that 


7 
* 


| «feed, 
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took no notice of the petition of Varenus; which 
was only another way of putting his negative 
upon it. Cornelius Priſcus, formerly conſul, de- 


clared that he thought the requeſt of both parties 


hould be granted: and his opinion prevailed. 


Thus we gained our point; and tho' we had not 


the authority either of law or uſage on our ſide, 
yet certainly the thing we inſiſted upon was ex- 
tremely equitable. But I will not in this place 
give you my reaſons for thinking ſo, that you may 


with more impatience turn to my ſpeech. For if 


it is true, as Homer ſings, that 


—Neve 


* 


« deed, who deſerved to be called orators, in the popular 
« ſenſe of that word, yet he had met with none who had ever 
_ « arrived at true elaguence.“ (Vid. Tull. de orat. lib. 1.) and 


to that treatiſe, Pliny, it is probable, here alludes. All the 


« ſciences indeed (as a very ingenious author obſerves) have 
their particular chimeras ;. certain fancied points after which 


« they run, without ever being able to overtake, but which 


« Jead, however, to very ſolid acquiſitions. * Thus (fays that 


« writer) chemiſtry has its philoſopher's ſtone ; geometry its 
« quadrature of the circle; aſtronomy its longitude ; mecha- 
e nics its perpetual motion: theſe, tho” it is impoſſible to find, 
« it is uſeful to enquire after. Morality too is not without 
„her chimeras ; pure diſintereſtedneſs and perfect friendſhi 


are of that ſort : none will ever arrive at them; nevertheleſs 


« it is proper to have them in view, at leaſt by that means ſe- 
*« yeral other virtues may be acquired. It is neceſſary in all 
„things to propoſe to ourſelves a certain point of perfection 
« beyond our abilities to reach ; for we ſhould never ſet out if 
© we thought of arriving no farther than we ſhall in fact: it gs 


_ * expedient therefore, to have ſome 1maginary term in aim, 
n order to forward and animate our purſuits,” Fontenelle 


dial. des mers. 
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— Novel lays attra# our raviſhd ears; 
But 85 the mind witb inattention hears * : 


I moſt not alles. the! intemperate Joquacity of my 

letter to deſpoil my ſpeech of its principal Wu 
by robbing it of that novelty which 1 is indeed it 
chief recommendation. * arewel. 


I E T T ER xxl. To Ruxvs, 


Went into the Julian * court to attend a cauſe | 


in which at the next fitting I was to reph, 


The judges had taken their fe” the » Decempi | 


were arrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed 
upon the counſel, and all was huſhed in ſilence and 


"expectation, when an order arrived from the 


Prætor, that the court ſhould be adjourned: an 
accident extremely agreeable to me, who am never 


fo well prepared, but that I am glad of gaining | 
_ farther time. The occaſion of the court's ring 


thus abruptly; was an edict of Nepos, the Pretor 
for criminal cauſes, wherein he directed all per: 
ſons concerned as nen 'o or defendants in any 

5 | | cube 


3 Pope. | 
* A court of juſtice. | 
The Decemviti ſeem to have been EIS FI for the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, ſubordinate $8. the Prætors, who (to 


give the Engliſh reader a general notion of their office) may be 
termed lords chief: juſtices, as the judges here n were 


nes in the nature of our Juries. 
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annexed to his edict. Which decree was expreſſed 
in the following words : | ALL PERSONS WHAT- 
so VER, WHO HAVE ANT raw-surrs DEPEND- 


TO TAKE AN OATH - THAT THEY HAVE NOT 
GIVEN, PROMISED, OR ENGAGED TO GIVE ANY 


counT OF HIS UNDERTAKING THEIR CAUSE. 
profeſſion venal. However, after the cauſe is de- 


ten thouſand ſeſterces *. The Prætor for civil 


ample. In the mean while the town is much di- 


approving, and others as much condemning it. 


e About 80ol. of our money. 


aube before him, to take notice, that he deſigned. 
trictly to put in force the decree of the ſenate: 


ING, ARE HEREBY REQUIRED AND COMMANDED, 
BEFORE ANY PROCEEDINGS BE HAD THEREON, 


FLE on REWARD TO ANY ADVOCATE UPON AC- 


In theſe terms, and many others equally full and 
expreſs, the lawyers were prohibited to make their 


cided, they are permitted to accept a gratuity of 


cauſes being alarmed at this unexpected order 
of Nepos, gave us this holy-day in order to take 
time to conſider whether he ſhould follow the ex- 


vided in its ſentiments of this edi, ſome extremely 


Ma. have got then at laſt (fay the latter with a 
ineer) @ redreſſor of abuſes. But pray was there 
never a Pretor before this man ? what then i 15 he who 
thus forwardly ſets up for a reformer ? Others, 

5 on 
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Novel lays attra& our raviſt/d ears; 
D. old, the mind with inattention bears $ 


1 . not hls the i intemperate Joquacity of my 

letter to deſpoil my ſpeech of its Principal flower, 
by robbing it of that novelty which 1s indeed Its 
chief recommendation. F arewel. 5 


4 E T 7 ER XXI. 7 o Rurus. 


Jen into the Julian * court to attend a cauſe 
1 in which at the next fitting F was to reply, 
The judges had taken their hare” the » Decemyin 
were arrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed 
upon the counſel, and all was huſhed in ſilence and 


expectation, when an order arrived from the | ci 
Prætor, that the court ſhould be adjourned: an te 
: accident extremely agreeable to me, who am never C 
| ſo well prepared, but that 1 am glad of gaining of 
farther time. The occaſion of the court's riſing fl 
thus abruptly; was an edict of Nepos, the Pretor at 
for criminal cauſes, wherein he directed all per. v 
ſons concerned as nn or defendants in any A 
te | = * cauk N 

86 rigs: 3 9 f 

A court of juſtice. | 1 


The Decemviti ſeem to have been ane ſor he al. 
miniſtration of juſtice, ſubordinate $6. the Prætors, who (to 
give the Engliſh reader a general notion of their office) may b. 
/ _ termed lords chief-juſtices, as the judges here RENEE on 
Sy een in the a nature of our . 


wok V OE LIN. an 


ſe before him, to take notice, that he deſigned 
ſtrictly to put in force the decree of the ſenate; 
annexed to his edict. Which decree was expreſſed 
in the following words: ALL PERSONS WHAT 
so EVER, WHO HAVE ANY LAw-sorrs DEPEND- 
ING, ARE HEREBY | REQUIRED. AND comManden, 
BEFORE ANY PROCEEDINGS BE HAD THEREON, 
o TAKE AN OATH THAT THEY HAVE NOT 
CIVEN, PROMISED, OR ENGAGED TO GIVE ANY 
FEE OR REWARD TO ANY ADVOCATE UPON AC- 
counNT OF HIS | UNDERTAKING | THEIR CAUSE. 
In theſe terms, and many others equally full and 


profeſſion venal. However, after the cauſe is de- 
cided, they are permitted to accept a gratuity of 


cauſes being alarmed at this unexpected order 


vided in its ſentiments of this edict, ſome extremely 


ON 


About $0l. of our money. 


expreſs, the lawyers were prohibited to make their 


ten thouſand ſeſterces. The Prætor for civit 


of Nepos, gave us this holy-day in order to take 
time to conſider whether he ſhould follow the ex- 
ample. In the mean while the town is much di- 


approving, and others as much condemning it. 
We have got then at laſt (ſay the latter with a 
ſneer) 4 redreſſor of abuſes. But pray was there 
never a Pretor before this man? what then is he who 
thus forwardly ſets up for a reformer? Others, 
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302 THE LETTERS, &c. Book . 
on the contrary, ſay, that he has taken a very 

proper ſtep upon entering into his office; that he 
has paid obedience to the laws; conſidered the 
decrees of the ſenate, repreſſed a molt indecent 


traffic, and will not ſuffer the moſt honorable of all 


: profeſſions 1 to be debaſed into a ſordid commerce 
of lucre. T heſe are the reflections which are 
univerſally thrown out upon this occaſion ; but 


1 which ſide ſhall be thought to judge moſt 


rightly, the event alone will determine. It is the 
uſual method of the world, (tho' a very unequi- 
auble rule of eſtimation, ) to pronounce an action 
to be either right or wrong, as it is attended 
with good or i ſucceſs; in conſequence of which 
you ſhall hear the very ſame conduct attributed 
to zeal or folly, to liberty or * licentiouſnes, 
Farewel. | 


THE 


LETTER I. To Tyno. 


the other ſide the Po *, than I find myſelf- now 


that I am returned to Rome. Whether it be 


that the ſcene where we uſed to aſſociate, natu- 
rally excites a more paſſionate remembrance of 
you; or that the leſs diſtant we are e from a friend. 


| a The marzaifuce of Ancona. in 
* At Comum. 0 


T Was leſs ſenſible of your . while you | 
were in the country of the Piceni *, and Lon 
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the more impatient we grow under the ſeparation, 
(our deſires for a favorite object riſing in propex. 
tion to our nearer approach towards it) I knoy 
not. - But upon whatever principle this difference 
is to be accounted for, remove the uneaſineſs of 
ir, I intreat you, by haſtening hither: Otherwiſe 
I fhall return again into the country (which 
no regret having left ſo ſoon) were it only to 
make the experiment whether, when you ſhall nor 
find me at Rome, you will ſend the ſame 1 85 
complaints e me. F arewel. 


LETTER il. To Anzanus. 


Will not fay I regret the loſs of Regulus 
but 1 confeſs, I ſometimes miſs him at the 
: bar, The man, it muſt be owned, highly ho- 
2 nored eloquence, and was. laboriouſly ſolicitous i in 
his endeayors to attain it. Tho' he could 
never indeed leave off the ridiculous cuſtom of 
onointing his rigkt or left eye, and wearing a 
white patch over one fide or the other of his fore- | 
| head, as he was to plead either for the plaintiif 
or defendant; tho' he always, with a moſt fooliſh 
ſuperſtition, confulted: the ſooth-ſayers upon the 
event of every cauſe in which he was concerned ; 
| was all the abſurdity a from that 
Fo high 
„ Tpis ay piece of n Gam to have been peculiar 


to Regulus, and not of any general practice; at leaſt it is a ca- 
iom o Which we rod no * mention in PAY 
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high veneration be paid to eloquence. And it was 
of ſingular advantage to be concerned in the fame 
cauſe wich bim, as he always obtained full indul- 
gence in point « of time, and never failed to pro- 
cure an audience; for what could be more con- 


venient than, under the pfoteckion of a liberty 
which you did not aſk yourſelf, and before an au- 


dience which you had riot the u ouble of collect- 


have done much better hid he made his exit 
ſooner; inte he might nw have lived without 


under whom he would have had no opportunity 
of compaſſing his pernicious purpoſes. I heed 


more than an hour or two to plead 1 in, and ſome- 
times not above half that time. The truth i is, 
our advocates take more pleaſure in finiſhing a 


s their indolence, and ſuch their diſregard to the 
honor of eloquence and the intereſt of juſtice ! 


You 1. „ e 


ing, to haratigue at your eaſe, and as long as 


you thought proper? Nevertheleſs Regulus did 
well to depart this life, tho“ indeed he would 


any danger to tlie public, i in the reign of a Prince 


not ſcruple therefore, l think, to ſay I ſometimes 
miſs him: for ſince his death, the cuſtom has 
prevailed of not allowing, nor indeed of aſking 


cauſe, than in defending it; and our judges Fad 
tather rife from the bench than ſit upon it: ſuch 


But are we wiſer than our anceſtors ? are we more 
equitable than the laws, which grant ſo many 


hours 
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306 THE LETTERS Book v. 
hours and days, and adjournments to a cauſe? 
were our fore-fathers ſlow of apprehenſion, and 
dull beyond meaſure ? and are we more clear in 
our eloquence, more quick i in our conceptions, ot 
more ſcrupulous in our deciſions, becauſe we 
hurry over our cauſes in fewer hours than they 
took days to conſider of them? What a reproach 
is it, Regulus, that none could refuſe to thy vain- 
_ glorious ſolicitations, what few will yield eyen to 
the duty of their office! As for myſelf, when- 
ever J ſit upon the bench, (which is. much 
oftener than J appear at the bar) I always give 
the advocates as. much time as they require : for 
1 look upon it as highly prefuming, to Pretend 
to gueſs before a cauſe is heard, what time it 


will require, and to ſet limits to an affair before 


one is acquainted with its extent; eſpecially 3 


| the firſt and moſt ſacred duty of a judge is pa. 


5 tience, whick indeed is itſelf a very conſiderable 
part of juſtice. But this, 'tis objected, would 
give an opening to much! impertinent ſuperfluity: 
I grant it may; yet is it not better to hear too 
; much, than not. to hear enough ? ? Beſides, how 
ſhall you know that what an advocate has farther 


to offer will be ſuperfluous, till you have heard 


. him ? ? Bur this, and many other public. abuſes, 
will be beſt reſerved to a converſation when we 
5 meet ; for 1 know your: affection to the common- 
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wealth inclines you to with, that ſome means 
might be found but to check at leaſt thoſe griev- 
ances, which would. now be very, difficult abſp- 
bel) to remove.—But to turn to affairs of ptivate 
concern: 1 hope all goes well in your family ; 
mine remains in its uſual ſituation. The good 
which I enjoy grows, more acceptable to me by 


its continuance; 3 as habit renders me leſs ſenſible 
of the evils [ ſuffer. Ferewel. V 


„ ma Den en — — — 


Nag 

1 x — 2 I WR 2 $711 — 
: - E ETD hs. = GY ® KL. ad 3, TEX 

=” Xe, 7 | pct . 1 — — 


! 
1 
. 
K 
1 
F 


LET TER 1. ; 3 55 e 


[ A M much obliged, to you for undertaking 

the care of that little farm I gave to my nurſe. 
It was worth, when I made her a preſent « of it, an 
hundred thouſand * ſeſterces, but the crops having 
ſince failed, it has ſunk in its value: however it 
will thrive again, I doubt not, under your good 
management. Bur what 1 recommend. to your 
attention, as not ſo much the land itſelf, (which 
yet! by no means except) as the intereſt of my 
particular” benefaction; for it is not more her 


concern than. mine, to render it as advantageous a as 
poſſible, Farewel. l 
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LETTER W. 7 Cnet. 1 


NZ R was buſineſs more uncaly to me, 


than when it prevented me not only from 


attending, but following you into 4 Campania, 
As at all times, ſo particularly now, I wiſh to 
be with you, that 1 may ' be a witneſs what pro- 
* you make in Px firength | and 1 95 
N of that charming country agrees with you, 
Were you in perfect health, yet E could ill ſup- 
Port your abſence z for even a moment's uncer. 
tainty of the welfare bf thoſe we tenderly love, 
is a ſituation of min 1nfinitely painful: but 
now your ſickneſs conſpires with your abſence to 


perplex me with a thouſand difqvietudes, - I fear | 


every thing that can befall yon, and, 46 f is uſual 
with all under the fame terrifying apprehenſions 
ſuſpect moſt, what I "moſt dread, Let me con. 
jure you then to prevent my ſolſeitude by Writ: 
ing to me every day, and even twice a day: 1 


92 1 


mall be more eaſy, at leaſt While 6 am "reading 
your letters; "tho' all my appre chenſions will again 
„ 5 as "return 

| 5 Ins wife. | 
d Where Fabatus. C Calph \urnia's grand- father, had 4h. 
I his delightful countrv is celebrated by almoſt every claſſic 


aut bor, and every modern traveller, for the fertility of its 


ſei, the beauty of its landſcape, and temperature of its air. 
. Nilil ndlllus cate, jay Florus, nibil uberius elo; denigus 6 bis 
Faribas % vernat. 5 * 10. ; 
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return upon me the moment 1 have peruſed 


el. (1397 75 


„ „ * 1 


* 


, - 2 * , < | 44 + 4% # * d | y 4 . I a : _ 
þ N , 0 L nr . 12 85 3 * * 8 * C.# 4 "of 
LETTER YES Unsus. ä 
A 4 oh "4 : : 1 1 1 3 11 41 "1 


[ Acquainted vou in A former * letter, that va. 
renus obtained leave of the ſenate to ſend for 

bis witneſſes. This was thought by many ex- 
temely equitable, tho”. i ſome others, with much 


obſtinacy, maintained the · contrary 5. particularly 


Licinius Nepos, who at the following aſſembly 
of the ſenate, when the houſe was going upon 
other buſineſs, reſumed this affair which had been 
ſettled, and made a long ſpeech upon the laſt de- 
cree, : And he concluded with moving, that the 


conſuls might be deſired to put the queſtion, 


| whether it was the ſenſe of the ſenate, that as in 
proſecutions | upon the law concerning bribery | 
and corruption, fo in that relating to extortion a 
clauſe ſhould be added impowering the defendant, 
a well as the informer, to ſummon and ex- 
amine witneſſes. This ſpeech was looked upon 
by ſome as extremely ill-timed : they thought it 


ſtrange that Nepos ſhould let ſlip the proper OC- 


caſion of obſerving upon the decree; when it was 
under the conſideration of the ſenate ; and object 
10 an affair after it was determined, which he 


3 5 might 
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fx WISE 


might have obviated when it Was in debate. Ju- 
bentius Celſus, the Prætor, very warmly reproved 
him in a long ſpeech, for pretending to ſet himſelf 
up as reformer of the ſenate, Nepos anſwered 
him; Celſus replied; and neither of 'them were 
ſparing of reflections on each other. — But I for 


1111 1 


| bear to repeat what 1 could 1 | nox__ hear withour n re 
gret: and am therefore In moch the more dif 
pleaſed, with ſome members of the ſenate, who: ran 
from Nepos to Celſus, as one or the other 1 Way 
ſpeaking, with the low pleaſure of Jſtening to 

their mutual invectives; ö. ſometimes encouraging 
one, ſometimes the other, and. forhetirges both; 
immediately. afterwards ſeeming t to reconcile them, 


and then again animating them t to the attack, as 


TAS 2 — 


if they had been at ſome public combat. And! 


44. 1 


could not obſerve without. great (concern, that 
pri — to alledge; for Celſus 192“ 0 | 
Nepos, as Nepos did to Celſus, gut o of a A paper 
which cach held! in their bands. This was OCCa- 
ſioned by the, indiſcretion of their friends, and 
thus theſe two men abuſed one another as if the 
had pair WT to e 5 areyel, 


Book MI. OF. PLINY,.,. gn 


LE T "| E R 'YL.. Tu FunDanvus. 


[ Never wiſhed to ſee you in Rome more than 1 


do at this time, and I entreat you therefore to 


come hither ; forl want a friend to ſhare with me 
in the labor and ſolicitude of an affair, in which 


very warmly intereſt myſelf. Julius Naſo is a 


candidate for a poſt of honor : he has many com- 
petitors, and ſome of them of great worth ; upon 


which account, as his ſucceſs will be more glori- 


ous, ſo it will be more difficult. I am much di- 
vided between hope and fear, and the anxiety I 


feel upon this occaſion is fo great, that I almoſt 


forget I have been conful, and fancy I have the 


Whole field of dignities to run over again. This 


Teal is juſtly due to Naſo, i in return for his long 
affection for me. The friendſhip which T have for 
him did not, it is true, deſcend to him by inhe- 
ritance, for his fucker” and J were at too great a 
diſtance in point of age to admit of any intimacy | 


between us; yet flom my earlieſt youth I was 


taught to look upon him with the  higheſt' vehie- 
ration. He was not only in admirer of the po- 


tte arts himſelf, but the patron of all who culti- 
vated them; as he was a frequent attender of 


Quinctilian and Nicetes, to whom I was at that 
time a diſciple. He was, in JT a- man of 
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great worth and eminence, and one whoſe memory 


- ought extremely to facilitate the honors of his ſon, 
But there are numbers in the ſenate who never 


knew his father and though there are many 


alſo who were well acquainted with him, yet 
they are ſuch whoſe regards. extend nat. beyond 


the living, | Fe or this reaſon Nepos, without rely. 
ing upon the character of his father, which i; 


likely to prove of more honor than fervice to 
him, muſt exert the utmoſt of his own endes. 


vors to recommend himſelf: and indeed, he has 


ever been as cautious in bis conduct as if he had 
governed it with a particular view to this oCca- 


ſion. He has acquired many friendſhips, and 


cultivated them with ſtrict fidelity; 3 and particu- 
larly ſingled me out for the object of his eltcem 
and imitation, from the firſt moment he Was ca- 
pable of forming any judgment. of the world, 
Whenever I plead, he anxiouſly attends me, and 
is always of the party when I recite; as hes 
ever the firſt to enquire after my works. His 


brother had the ſame attachment to me,—But 


he has loſt that excellent brother! and it ſhall 
be my part to ſupply his place. It is with grief | 

I reflect upon the immature death of the one, as 

I lament that the other ſhould be deprived « of the 

aſſiſtance of ſo valuable a relation, and left only to 

the zeal of his friends. Ir 1 ls that conſideration 


which 
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which induces me to beg you would come hither 
and unite your fuffrage with mine. It will be 
of fingular advantage” to the cauſe in which I am 


your | ſolicitations' with mine; and ſuch, I know, 
f your credit and influence, that 1 ann perſuaded 


ellectual, even with my on friends themſelves. 


ſtacles that may lie in your way. I have a right 
to claim your aſſiſtance in this conjuncture: your 


and the world knows that L do; the purſuit and 
the hazard therefore is become my own. In a 
word, if he obtains this poſt, all the honor will 
be his; but if he . r 


mine. Face Ro 5073 to md. 
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LE ETTER vi. To Carnet. 


71 


1 uneaſy to you, and that your only conſola- 
tion "is in converſing with my works, inſtead, of 
their author, which you frequently place by your 


under the want of 1 it by (cls: tender amuſements | 


embarked, if you Welk] appear in it, and join : 
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your doing ſo will render my applications more 


Let me entreat you then to break thro' all ob- 
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friendſhip- to me, and my credit, both reguire it. 
[ have undertaken to ſupport the intereſt of Naſo, 


oC * hand Aa bans will be 
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ou kindly tell me, my abſence; is 8 i 


— — r es ian. ae on 


fide. How agreeable is it to me to know that you 
thus wiſh for my company, and ſupport, yourſelf 


In 
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In, return, 1 entertain myſelf with I reading Over 
your letters again and, again, and am continual 
taking them up as if I had juſt received them; 

but alas! they only ſerve to make me more Rrong 
ly regret your abſence; for how , amiable muſt by 
converſation be, whoſe letters. have ſo mary 
charms? Let me receiye them, howeyer, as often 
as poſſible, notwithſtanding there is ſtill a mixtyr 
of ein in the DIEPiare they afford. me. F areel, 


Un 

4 ET 1 11 * vn. To Pare. thi 

Va 

O0 Ki, hs aſian. Acros; e me 

- £ as indeed wha is there of any rank or worth his 
that does not? For myſelf, Ji. profeſs to have a WW hi! 
friendſhip for him much ſuperior to the commun by 
attachments of the world. The places of our 7. WW th 
tivity are ſeparated only by a day's journey; and 18 
we conceiyed an affection to each other. when we H 
were very young; a ſeaſon when friendſhip ſtrikes ne 
the deepeſt root. Qurs improved by years; aden 
ſo far from being weakened, that it was con firmel th 
by our riper judgments, as thoſe Who know. vs as 
| | beſt can witneſs. He takes pleaſure in boaſting WW be 
every where of my friendſhip ; as I do ta let th: pl 
World know, that his honor, his eaſe, and his in- eſt 


tereſt are my peculiar concern. Tofomuch, chat up- 


aok VI. Off PEN J. arg 


on his een; 90. me s apprehenſion from 
che inſolence of 2.gertaio perſon who was, nfering 
upon the tr buneſhip 119 A TO + FW RE 


forbear anſwering, [1 4, 4 voin; 0 
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every injury . offered to Attilius, as, done to my- 
ſelf. But you will be IMPATIENT t to hear whar r al 


this rends ito 0 0 9% In then, e 
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his der, yer che, is a SAW Wee berwpen 
him and you, L. beg therefore, and copjure you | 
by che affection, you hay ve. for, me, 0 take care 
that Artilius, is not only paid the principal which 
s due to him, hut all rhe Jong arrears of intefeſt. 
He neither covets the Property of others, Bor 
neglects the Care of his n.; and AS he 1 18 45 
engaged in any huerative En en. Ph has, ade; 
thing to depend pon bur his f rugal licy :_ "for 
25 to the polite arts, in whigh, he greatly, excels, 
he purſyes them, merely. upon, t the wotiyes of 
pleafure and fame. In ſuch a ſituation, the flight: 
elt loſs preſſes kz upon 4 MAH! agd. the more 5 
„ 
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fo becauſe he has no opportunities of r repairing 
any injury done to his fortune. Aſſiſt us then, 
Iintreat you, in this difficulty, and ſuffer me Cit 
to enjoy the pleaſure of his ſprightly and divert. 
ing converſation; for I cannot bear to ſee the 


cheerfulneſs of my friend over-clouded, whoſe 
mirth and good humour diffipates every gloom of | % 
melancholy in myſelf. In a word, as jou are 5 
well acquainted with the entertaining galety of 2 
temper which Attilius poſſeſſes, T hope you will | B 
not ſuffer any injury to diſcompoſe and four it, | 
Jou may judge by the warmth of his affection, 1 
how bitter his reſentments would prove; for a : 
generous and great mind can ill brook an injury g 


when it is Joined with contempt. But though 
be could paſs 1 it over, yet cannot I: on the con- 
2 trary, 1 ſhall look upon it as a wrong and incig. 
nity done to myſelf, and reſent it as one offered | 

to my friend; that i is, with double warmith.” But 
aſter all, why this air of threatening? rather let | 

me end in the ſame ſtile J began, by earneſtly 

conjuring you fo to act in this affair, that nei- 
ther Attilius may have reaſon to imagine (which 
'F ſhould greatly regret) that I neglect his intereſt; 
| nor that I may have occaſion to charge you of be- 
ing careleſs of mine: as undoubtedly T half" not, 
l if 5 yon have the fame regard for the latter, as | 
: have for che former. ; Farewel. 
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LETTER IX. To Tacrrus.:, 3 


1 why 9 


W HE N you recommend te to my care the 
intereſt of Julius Nalo i in the office he 15 18 

purſuing, What is it but recommending 7 me to 
myſclf? However, I forgive you, and 1 ' ſhould 
have done the ſame had you been at Rome, and 
abſent. | The tender anxiety of friendſhip i is s apt 
to imagine eyery circumſtance to be material. 


But I adviſe you to turn your ſolicitations to 
others, and be aſſured I will take a full ſhare with 
you in all your applications in this affair, and ſup- 
port you with my beſt and warmeſt 8 
Farewel. bene 5. 03-28% Ne EI oo ant 
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LETTER X. 2. Auers. 


5 881 


T Was lately at Alfium * 5 8 my wife mo- 
ther has a villa which once belonged, to Ver- 
ginius Rufus. 8 The place renewed in m mind 
the forrowful. remembrance of that great and ex- 
cellent man. He was extremely fond of this re re- 
tirement, and uſed to call i it the neſt of 1 bis old | age. 
Where-ever I turned my eyes, I miſſed my wor- 
thy friend. 1 had an inclination to viſit his mo- 


nument; 'H 


* Now Alzia, not far er Como. 
„ See an account of! him i in B. 2. Let 1, 


's 
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nument; but I repented of my curioſity : for 1 


found "Rift "unfiniſhed; and tfis, nor from an 
: ae ty of of the york itſelf, for it. as 1 55 
f 


| Book 
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or rather ine eed fight ©; burt through t. the ne 
bim! to whoſe care it was entrüſted. 1 could not 
ſee without : a concern mixed with, indignation 


0 


the remains of a man, , Whoſe fame filled the 1 
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ed, that the divine 5 80 2 aktion of his i 


: ſhould be recorded Had his tomb in TY follovin 
nes: 5 1 : 
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ert Refer lies, VOID Vi 1 {4 — unte 
Not for himſelf, but for bis country's god. 
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But a faithful friend is fo rate to be bund, and 
5 the dead are ſo ſoon forgotten, that we ſhall be 
oblig ged d'to build « eyen or very rnotſuineiſts, and an- 
2 85 the office of 6 our heirs. For hs i is it that 
has not Teaſ6n to Fear what bas ha ppened to Ver- 
eint may "be" "is 63 own eaſe an indignity which 
1s fo TOA the more remarkable and injurious as 


it r falls  upori one of tis ditinguithe Virtues. my. 
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OW happy a day did I lately paſs? when 
1 having been called by the Prefect f 
Rome, to his aſſiſtance in a "certain cauſe, 1 
had the pleaſure to hear two excellent young men, 
Fuſcus Salinator and Numidius Quadratus, 
plead on the oppoſite ſides: both of them of exe | 
traordinary hopes and great talents, who will one 
day, I am perſuaded, prove an ornament fiot 
only to the preſent age, but to literature itſelf. 
They diſcovered upon this occaſion an adi. 
rable probity, ſupported by inflexible courage 
their habit was decent, their elocution diſkinct, 
their voice many, their metnory ftrong“, 
e * * 


WWGGGWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWGGG lacs Mook © > 
An officer ſomething ih the nature of the Jord-mayor among 
us. He preceded all other city magiſtrates, having | power 

t:.* 114 p 142: rela t Cen Gakiets > 4 SV. 427 49 384Þ. F* "4 e 
to receive appeals, from the inferior courts, and to decide al- 
mot all cauſes within the limits of Rome, or a hundred miles 
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round, Let: ot Kenora ß ß 
d Strength of memory ſeems to have been a quality higlily 
eſleemed aniong the Romans, Pliny often mentioning it When 
he draws the characters of his friends, as in the number of their 
moſt ſhining talents, , And Quin&ilian conſiders it as the mea- 
lure of genius; tantum ingenit, lays he, quantum: memorie. 
The extraordinary perfection in which ſome of the ancients are 
ſaid to have Fe uſeful faculty, is. almoſt incredible. 
Our author peaks in a former letter, of a Greek philoſopher 
of his acquaintance, who after having delivered a long ba 
nangne extempore, would immediately repeat it „ 
out loſing a ſingle word. Seneca ſays, he could in his youth - 
repeat two thouſand names exactly in the ſame order they 
were read to him; and that to try the ſtrength of his memory, 
the audience who attended the ſame Peter with woe, 
Er eo Foe en ĩͤ 8 1 1 | wou 
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their genius elevated, and guided by an equy out 
ſolidity of judgment. I took infinite plez. 
ſure in obſerving them... diſplay, - theſe nob con 
qualities; particularly as I had | the. ſatisfatin 

to ſee, that while they looked upen me as thei 
guide and model, they appeared in the ſentiment 
of the audience as my imitators. and rivals, | 
was a day (I cannot but repeat it again) which 
afforded me the moſt, exquiſite happineſs, ani 
which I ſhall ever diſtinguiſh with the fairel 
© mark, For what indeed could be either more | 
pleaſing. to me on the public account, than to 
obſerve two ſuch noble youths building their 
fame and glory upon the polite arts; or more 
deſirable upon my own, than to be markel 
| | out 


would each of them give him a verſe, which he would inſtant 
repeat, beginning with the laſt, and ſo on to the firſt, to the 
amount of two hundred. He tells a pleaſant ſtory upon this 
occaſion, of a certain poet, who having recited 'a poem in 


t 

public, a perſon who was preſent claimed it for his own, and ; 
An proof of its being ſo, repeated it word for word; which J 
the real author was not capable of doing. [Sen. controy. |. 1, _ 
ſub init.] Numberleſs inſtances might be collected from the | , 
aäncients, to the ſame purpoſe ; to mention only a few more: 1 
It is ſaid of Themiſtocles, that he made himſelf maſter of the | 
Perſian language in a year's time; of Michridates, that be 0 
underſtood as many languages as he commanded nations, that N 
is, no leſs than twenty-two ; of Cyrus, that he retained the 


names of every ſingle ſoldier in his army. [Quint. I. 11. 2.) 
But the fineſt Toff that ever was paid to a good me- 
mory, is what Tully ſays of julius Cæſar, in his oration for 
Ligarius, that he newer forgot any thing but an injury. _. 


* E Alluding to a cuttom of the Romans, who 1 arked the 


fortunate days in their calendar with white, and the unforts- 
5 $4 : TW5 5 AIST CINE IE Vt IS BR Ee  $549% RE 3 kts 
nate with black, pres | os 


Bock WM. TOR PLINDKT 41 
out as 2 worthy example to them in theit pur- 
ſuits of virtue? may heaven ſtill grank me the 
continuance of that pleaſure! And you will bear 
me witneſs, I. fincerely implore the gods, that 
every man who thinks me deſerving of his imi- 
tation, may far * the model he us choſen. 
Farewel. n £90073 10091570 16 3701 


LE 1 ＋ 51 R Il. 2˙ Fasarus . 


OS T*: certainly you ought not to uſe any 

reſerve in your "reconinendations to me 
of ſuch perſons whom you judge worthy your 
patronage,  beeauſe- nothing is more agrecalle/ro 
your character. chan to be as extenſively beneficent 
as poſſible; not 40 mine, than to intereſt myſelf in 
every thing in which you are concerned. Be aſ- 
ſured therefore I ſhall give all the aſſiſtance in my 
power to Vectias Priſdus, eſpecially in what relates 
to my peculiar province; I. mean the bar. — 
You deſire me to forget thoſe letters. which you 
wrote to me, ou ſay, in the openneſs of your 
heart; but believe me, there is none I remember 
with more gamplacency. 0 They are very pleaſing 
proofs of the ſhare I enjoy of your affection, ſince 
you uſe the ſame free expoſtulations with, me, that 


you would with your own fon... And, to confeſs 


the truth, ag are ſo much che more agreeable, | 
Vor. J ĩ © ares 


His wife Calpharai J grandfuker 


not deferve the reproach. Farewel. 
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as ] had nothing to accuſe myſelf of upon your 


account; for I had very exactly performed you: 


requeſts. I entreat you again and again, ſtill u 


rebuke me with the ſame freedom, whenever you 
imagine (and I truſt it will be only imagination 
rhat I fail in my duty towards you: It will afford 


me the pleaſure of receiving a ſtrong mark of your 


affection; and you that of being convinced I di 


* 
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1. ET TE R XII. To rss, 77 


TAS ever a man ſo BPR as my friend 
Varenus, who has been obliged to enter 


into a "freſh defence, and, as it were, to petition 
again for what he had, with much ſtruggle and 


difficulty, already obtained? The Bithynians 


have had the confidence not only to complain to 
the conſuls of the decree of the ſenate; but ab 
to inveigh againſt'it to the emperor, who hap- 
pened to be abſent when it paſſed. ' Cæſar referred 
them back to the ſenate, where they ſtill perſiſted 
in their remonſtrances. Claudius Capito ventured 
to be counfel for them, and I will add, with more 
Aill-manners than true fortitude, as it was to 
arraign the juſtice of a decree of the ſenate, in the 
face of that auguſt aſſembly. Fronto Catius re- 
: to kim with | great ſolidity ang ſpirit as in- 


[ dec | 
"OM See B. 5. er 20. 


Book VI. OF PL IN Y. : 323 


deed the whole body of the Gage: conducted 
themſelves in this affair with wonderful dignity. 
For thoſe who oppoſed the petition of Varenus, 
when it was firſt brought before the houſe, thought 
after it was granted, it ought not to be reverſed. 
While the queſtion indeed was under debate, every 
body, they imagined, was at liberty .to give their 
ſentiments 3 but when once ſettled by the majo- 
rity, they looked upon it then to be the common 
concern of each member to ſupport it. This was 
the general opinion of the whole houſe. Acilius 
Rufus only excepted, and ſeven or eight mo 
with him: theſe indeed perſevered in their for 
vote. Among which ſmall party there were ſome 
whoſe occaſional ſolemnity, or rather e 
of ſolemnity was extremely ridiculed. 
vill judge from hence what a warm Naefe we 
are likely to have of it, ſince this prelude, as I 


may ae een 100 much condention. 
Farewel. VCC 


LETTER XIV. 25 Mavaievs 


[x compliance with att ty Worn ſolicitation, I conſent 
to make you a vill at your Formian villa, 
but it is upon condition that you put yourſelf to 
o inconve nene upon my account; a condition 
which J ſhall alſo ſtrictiy obſerve on my part. It 
is not the Pleaſures of your ſea and your Toaſt that I 
5 X 2 2 - 
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purſue ; it is your company, together With eaſt 


and fer lem from buſineſs, that 1 defire to Enjoy; 
otherwiſe T might as well remain in Rome: for 


There is no medium worth accepting between gir. 


ing up your time wholly to the diſpoſal bf other | 


or reſerving it intirely in your own';/ at leaft-for 
myſelf, 1 declare I canhot reliſh mixtutes 1. ths 
kind. PFarewel. 98 3s TE 


LETTER XV. . donn, 


Iser you were not fon. At Gan awk 


accident which lately happened: I Was not 


indeed a witneſs to it myſelf, however 1 had an 
early account of it. Paſſienus Paulus, an eminent 
Roman knight, and particularly conſpicuous for 
his great learning, has a turn for Elegiac Poetry, 
a talent which runs in the fa 
was his relation as well as his countryman, He 
was lately eg: a poem which began thus: | 


ily,/ for Propertiu 


_ Prifeus, 4 thy comnand— 


" 
7 
1 Ci n 


| a Priſcus, who happened to W 

a particular friend of the poets, ery d qut—Bu 
be is miſtaken, I did nat command bim, Think 
what a peal of laughter this occaſi I 
tellects of Priſcus, you muſt know, are ſomething 
D ſuſpicious 3 e as ha enters into the. com- 


ed... The in. 


mon 


Book-VE. + 0E FT TLIN T. 325 
mon offices of life, is called to conſultations, and 
publicly acts as a lawyer, this behavior was the 
more remarkable and ridiculous: and in truth 
Paulus was a good deal diſconoerted by his friend's | 
abſurdity... Thus you ſee, it is not only neceſſary 
that an author who recites his works in public, 


ſhould himſelf haye .a ſound judgment, but that | EE 


he takes: care his PO Sr ſo too. Farewel. 


1 


* E T T E R x. To Tacirus, 


TOUR n—_ * Lama Fry you; an 1 
count of my; uncles death, in order to tranſ- | 
mit t a more exact relation of it to poſterity, de- 
ſerves my acknomledgments; for, if this accident 
ſhall be celebrated. h Jour pen, the glory of it, : 
I am. well affured, will be rendered for ever illuſ- : 
trious. And notwithſtanding he periſhed by a miſ- 
fortune, which, as it involved at the ſame time a 
moſt beautiful coumtry in ruins, and deſtroyed ſo 
many populous cities, ſeems to promiſe him an 
eyerlaſting remembrance; N r we has 
himſelf compoſed many and laſting 

am perſuaded, che mentioning of kim in x your 
immortal writings, will greatly contribute to eter- 
nam . Happy Teſte thafe to be, whom 

has diſtinguiſnec With the abilities 
in 1 2 9 actions as are worthy of being 

related, or of relating them ih a manner We 
* 2 of 
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of being read; but doubly happy are they who 
are bleſſed with both theſe uncommon talent: 
0 in the number of which my uncle, as his own writ 
ings, and your hiſtory will evidently prove, my 
juſtly be ranked. It is with extreme willingneſs, 
therefore, I execute your commands; and 
ſhould indeed have claimed the taſk if you hat 
not enjoined" it. He was at that time with 
the fleet under his command at * Miſenum, 
On the 24th of Auguſt, about one in the after. 
noon, my mother deſired him to obſerve a cloud 
which appeared of a very unuſual ſize and ſhape. 
He had juſt returned from taking the beneft 
of the ſun, and after bathing himſelf in cold 
water, and taking a flight repaſt, was retired | 
to his ſtudy: he immediately aroſe and went 
out upon an eminence from whence he might | 
more diſtinctly view this very uncommon appear. 
ance. It was not at that diſtance diſcernible from 
_ what mountain this cloud iſſued, but it was found 
1 • 2moot 231 in foregone adher 
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Ia che gylph of Naples. 
ze 85 0 0 OH 5 lie or walk naked in the fun, after 
anointing their bodies with. oil, which was eſteemed as greatly 
contributing to health, and therefore daily practiſed by them. 
This cuſtom, however, of aneinting themſelves, is inveighed 
againſt by the ſatiriſts as in the number of their luxurious in- 
Aulgencies: but ſince we find the elder Pliny here, and the 
amiable Spurinna in a former letter, practiſing this method, we 
cannot ſuppoſe the thing itſelf was eſteemed unmanly, but only 

| when it was attended with ſome particular circumſtatices 
an over - refined delicaꝶ cg. | 55 
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.frerwards to aſcend from mount Veſuvius. I 


figure, than by reſembling it to that of a pine: tree, 
for it ſhot up a great height in the form of a trunk, 


which | extended 5 itſelf at the cop into a ſort of 


branches; occaſioned, I imagine; either by a ſudden = 


ouſt of air that impelled it, the force. of which, 
decreaſed as it advanced upwards, or the cloud 
itſelf being | preſſed back again by its own weight, 
expanded in this manner: it appeared ſometimes 


. . a a Z ad TE * 4 F F h . 
4 F & # " W +» . 5 3 ; a | ® " « 1 RY — a 7 | «SF N 1 * 
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e About fix miles diſtant from Naples.—This dreadful erup- 
tion happened A. D. 79, in the firſt year of the emperor Titus. 


Martial has a pretty epigram upon this ſubject, in -which he 
gives us a view of Veſuvius, as it appeared before this terrible 
conflagration broke out; jt ted 


Hic off pampineis viridis Voſuoius umbrißß, 0G 
Preſſerat hie madidos nobilis uua lacun. 
Hzc juga, quam Miſe colles, plus Bacchus amavit, 
Hoc nuper Satyri monte dedere chorus. 
Hæc Veneris ſedes, Lacedzmone gratior illi; 5 
a Hic locus . clarus erat : Fm $4 10 
uncta jacent flammis, Q triſti menſa fuvill z 
Nec Galle fuperi Je Haut rl 1 Lib. 4. Ep. 44. 


Here verdant vines o erſpread Veſuvio's ſid es 
The gen'rous grape here pour d her purple tides. 1 
This Bacchus lov'd beyond his native ſcene,; Es 
Here dancing ſatyrs joy'd to trip the green. n 
Far more than Sparta this in Venus“ grace; 
And great Alcides once renown'd the place: 


'Y\ 
1 5 
N + 


Fit 3 . 


o 


K ee - 
: > 4 #F * 


Now flaming embers ſpread dire waſte around. 


And Gods regret that Gods can thus confound. 


It ſeems probable, that this was the firſt eruption of mount Ve- 


* 


ſuvius, at leaſt of any conſeqnence; as it is r e 
particular accounts of any preceding one, 


. 
" 


eruptions mult have been inconfiderable, _—_ 


« * o #* 
2323 3 


2 


7 
So OI 


x6counts of a0y Þ ia, indeed, and, 
other ancient authors ſpeak. of it as burning. before, but ſtill. 
they deſcrihe it as covered with trees and vines, ſo that. the. 
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NF THE LETTERS Böck VI. 
bright and ſometimes dark and ſpotted, AS: It way 
either mote or leſt impregnated with earth and 
cinders. | This extraordinary Phænomenon ex. 
cited my -uncle's philoſophical curioſity to take: 
nearer view of it. He ordered a light veſſel to be 
got ready, and gave me the liberty, if I thought 
proper, to attend him. I rather choſe to continue 
my ftadies ; for, as it happened, he had given me 
an employment of that kind. As he was coming 
out of the houſe © he received à note from Rectin 
the wife of Baſſus, who was in the utmoſt alarm at 
the imminent. danger which threatened her; for 
her villa being ſituated at the foot of mount Ve- 
ſyvius, there was no way to efcape but hy ſea, ſhe 
_ earneſtly intreated him therefore to come to her 
aſſiſtance. He accordingly changed his firſt de. 
ſign, and what he began with a philoſophical, he 
_ purſued with an heroical turn of mind. He or. 
dered the gallies to put to ſea, and went himſelf 
on board with an intention of aſſiſting not fly | 
Rectina, but ſeveral others; for the villas ſtand 
extremely thick. upon-that beautiful coaſt. When 
haſtening to the place from whence others fled 
with the utmoſt terror, he ſteered his direct 
roſs to the -point of: danger, as and md 0 much 
kam 
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4 The abate yt” copits vary "latin 
ith other as to the reading 0 of this be Wt The con if 
of Geſnerus ſeems the 'moſt ſatisf: , as it cones nearelt 

the moſt approved manuſcripts,” and beſt falls in with the ON 
text; J it is therefore ye" in the 7 e ; 


Book VI, © OF PEINTL. 329 
calmneſs and preſence of mind, as to be able ta 
make and giQate: his obſervations upon the mo- 
tion: and figure of: that dreadful-ſcene.- He Was 
now ſo nigh the mountain, that the cinders, which 
grew thicker/ and hotter the nearer he approach- 


ed, fell into theſhips, together with pumice · ſtones, 
and black pieces of burning rock: they were 


likewiſe in danger not only of being a- ground by 


the ſudden retreat of the ſea, but alſo from the 


vaſt fragments which rolled don from the moun-, 


tain, and obſtructed all the ſhore... Here he ſtop- 
ped to confider-whether- he ſhould return back 


faid he, befriends the brave; Corry: me to Pompant- 
anus. Pomponianus was then at Stabiæ, ſepara» 
ted by a gulf, which the: ſea, after ſeveral inſen- 


fible windings, forms upon the ſhore. He had 
already ſent his baggage on board; for tho he 
was not at that time in actual danger, yet being 
vithin the view of it, and indeed extremely near, 
if it ſnould in the leaſt increaſe, he was deter- 
mined to put to ſea as ſoon as the wind ſhould | 


change. It was favorable, however, for carrying 
my uncle to Pomponianus, whom he found in 


the greateſt conſternation: he embraced him with 
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keep up his ſpirits, and the more to diſſipate his 
fears, he ordered, with an air of unconcern, the 


baths to be got ready; when after having bathed, 
he ſate down to ſupper with great chearfulneſ, 


or at leaſt (what is equally heroic) with all the 


appearance of it. In the mean while the eruption 
from mount Veſuvius flamed out in ſeveral places 
with much violence, which the darkneſs of the 


night contributed to tender ſtill more viſible and 
dreadful. But my uncle, in order to ſooth the 
apprehenſions of his friend, aſſured him it was 


only the burning of the villages, which the coun- 


try people had abandoned to the flames: after 


this he retired to reſt, and it is moſt certain he 


was ſo little diſcompoſed as to fall into a deep 


ſleep; for being pretty fat, and breathing hard, 
thoſe who attended without actually heard him 
ſnore. The court which led to his apartment 
being now almoſt filled with ſtones and aſhes, if 
he had continued there any time longer, it would 
have been impoſſible for him to have made his 
way out; it was thought proper therefore to 
awaken him. He got up, and went to Pomponia- 
nus and the reſt of his company, who were not 
unconcerned enough to think of going to bed. 
They conſulted together whether it would be moſt 
prudent to truſt to the houſes, which now ſhook 


from ſide to fide with frequent and violent con- 


culnons; or 5 oy to the open fields, where the « cal- 


5 cined 


777 PLANE! ye 


cined ſtones and cinders, tho' light indeed, yet 
fell in large ſhowers, and threatened deſtruction. 


In this diſtreſs they reſolved for the fields, as the 


leſs dangerous ſituation of the two: 4 reſolution 


which, while the reſt of the company were hur- 
ried into by their fears, my uncle embraced upon 
cool and deliberate conſideration. They went 
out then, having pillows tied upon their heads 
with napkins; and this was their whole defence 
againſt the ſtorm of ſtones that fell round them. 
It was now day every where elſe, but there a 


deeper darkneſs prevailed than in the moſt obſcure 


night; which however was in ſome degree diſſi- 
pated by torches and other lights of various kinds. 
They thought proper to go down farther upon 

the ſhore to obſerve if they might ſafely put out 


to ſea, but they found the waves ſtill run extreme- 


ly high and boiſterous. I here my uncle having 


| drank a draught or two of cold water, threw 
| himſelf down upon a cloth which was ſpread for 


him, when immediately the flames, and a ſtrong 
ſmell of ſulphur, which was the forerunner of 


them, diſperſed the reſt of the company, and ob- 
liged him to riſe. He raiſed himſelf up with the 


aſſiſtance of two of his ſervants,” and inſtantly feli 


down dead; ſuffocated, as I conjecture, by ſome 


groſs and noxious vapor, having always had weak 


lungs, and frequently ſubject to a difficulty of 
breathing, As ſoon as it was light again, which 


* was 
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connection with your hiſtory, ſo your inquiry went 


that therefore I will put an end to my letter: ſuf. 


— — 
3 . Noa ahwcng Jaw. Wn 
Po "6 A — 2 i, — — * 
e. 2 - * 


or received immediately after the accident happen- 


per for a letter, and an h 
to 4 friend, and writing to the public. F. nene. 


vior which gave me ſome offence in an aſſembiy 

where I was lately preſent! The company was en- 
tertained with the recital of a very finiſhed perfor- 
mance: but there were two or three pw among 


was not till the third day after this melancholy ac- 
cident, his body was found entire, and without any 
marks of violence upon it, exactly in the ſame po- 
ſture that he fell, and looking more like a man 
aſleep than dead. During all this time my mother 
and I who were at Miſenum— But as this has no 


no farther than concerning my uncle's death; with 


fer me only to add, that I have faithfully related 
to you what I was either an eye-witneſs of myſelf, 


ed, and before there was time to vary the truth, 
Your: will chuſe out of this narrative ſuch circum. 
ſtances as ſhall be moſt ſuitable to your purpoſe: 
for there is a great difference between what is pro- 
ory ; between writing 


L E T T E ER. VII. To 0 e 


"4 


+ fore you in a; letter, ſince I have no opportu- 
nity of doing fo in perſon, ' againſt a certain beha- 


dee this account continued, let. 420b7 15 book, 
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the audience, men of great genius in their own, 


and a few of their friends eſtimation, who fare. 
like ſo many mutes, without fo much as moving 

a lip or a hand, or once rifing from their ſeats, 
even to tHift' their poſture. But to what pu rpoſe, 
in the nartie of good ſenſe, ll this woliderous air 
of wiſdom and ſolemnity, or rather indecd (to 
give it its true appellation) of this proud indo- 
lence ?.. Is it not downright folly, or even mad- 
neſs, thus to be at the expence of a whole day 
merely to commit a piece of radeneſs, and leaße 


bim an enemy, whom you viſited as a friend? Is 


a man cbffeidüs that lie poffeſſes a füpelior de- 
gree of eloquence than the perſon whom he at- 


tends upon oH fuch an occaſion? fo much the 
rather ought he to "guatd agalnſt every appearance 
of envy, as à paſſion that always 1 implies inferio- 
rity, wherever "Tr reſides.” But whatever 3 a man 8 


talent tnay be, Whether greater or equal, o , of | leſs than 


his friend's; Mill it is his intereſt to give kim the a ap- 
probation he deſerves: "if ge greater or equal; becauſe 


the higher his glory riſes whom! you equal « or ex- 
cel, the tiidfe conſiderable yours muſt neceſſarily 


be: if leſs; } becauſe if one of more exalted abi- 
ties does not, meet with applauſe, neither poſſibly 
can you. For my own part, 1 honor and revere 
all who diſcover any degree of merit in the pain- 
ful and labofious art of 'oratory ; for Eloquence 

a nen and havghty dame, who ſcorns to reſide : 
1 wy With | 
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with thoſe that deſpiſe her, But perhaps you arc 
not ofthis opinion: yet who has a greater regard 
for this glorious ſcience, or is a more candid judge 
of it than yourſelf? In confidence of which, | 
choſe to vent my indignation particularly to you, 
as not doubting you would be the firſt to ſhare with 
mein 0 ſame e Farewel. 


ſeein 
amo! 


"= 


1. E T "TE * XVI. 7 0 Sanus, 


T Will eienr as vou. þ Wooly to a the A 
- cauſe of the Firmiani*, tho I have many affair; 1 
upon my hands: for I ſhould. be extremely glad x 
to oblige | ſo illuſtrious a colony by my good offices, 7 
as well as to render vou an acceptable ſervice. 8 
How indeed can I refuſe you any thing, who pro- ; 
feſs to have ſought my friendſhip as your orna- l 
ment and ſupport, eſpecially when your. requeſt | i 0 
on behalf of your country! ? For what can be. more a 
worthy than the intreaties of a patriot, or more 1 
powerful than thoſe of a friend ? You may engage , 
for me therefore to your, or rather as 1 ſhould now 5 
call them, our friends the Firmiani. And tho their : 
own illuſtrious character did not perſuade | me that , 
they deſerve my care and patronage; yet I could no: i © 
but conceive a very 1 notion of their 1 from ; 


being 


4. 4 
Ad 


—» * RY AS of a iy f in n hal called 3 Tata in ale mar | 
quiſ: ike of Ancona, | 
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ſeeing a man of your, dane virtues riſe up 
amongſt hea g Ot Mon 


4 
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1 E 1 T B * XIX. 'To Nreros. 


RE you informed that the price. of land is 
A conſiderably. riſen, eſpecially of thoſe which 
lie about Rome ? This ſudden advance was occa- 
ſioned by a practice which has been much com- 
plained of, and which drew from the ſenate, at 
the laſt aſſembly for the election of magiſtrates, 
a very honorable decree, whereby the candidates 
for any office are prohibited from giving any treat, 
preſent, or money whatſoeyer. The two former 
of theſe abuſes were practiſed with as little reſerve 
as diſcretion; the latter, tho carried on with more 
ſecrecy, was however equally notorious. Our 
fiend Homulus, taking advantage of this favo- 
rable diſpoſition of the ſenate; inſtead of giving 
his ſentiments upon the point in debate, moved 
that the conſuls might acquaint the emperor, it 
was unanimouſiy deſired to Have this abuſe reform- 
ed, and that they. would addreſs him to interpoſe 
his vigilance and authority for the redreſs of this 
evil, as he had for that of every other. The em- 
peror was accordingly pleaſed to do fo, and pub- 
liſhed an edict to reſtrain thoſe infamous largeſles ; 
wherein he directs that no perſon ſhall be admit- 
1d as a candidate who has not a third part of his 
| eſtate 
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eftate in land; eſteeming it highly indecent, (a 
no doubt it is) that thoſe who aſpire to dignitie, 
in the ſtate,” ſhould look upon Rome and Italy, 
rather like travellers. who are paſſing thro! it, than 
as their proper country. For this reaſon there i l 


a general ſtruggle among thoſe "who aim at /any 


office, and they buy. up every ching which they 
| hear is to be ſold; by which means the value of 
lands is greatly increaſed. If therefore you ar 
inclined to diſpoſe « of any part of your eſtate here, 
or of making purchaſes elſewhere, you have non 
a good opportunity; for in order to buy in Italy, 
theſe candidates are obliged to fell their Eſtares i im 


the, Provinces. | | Farewel. 
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T U E leer mich, in F 110 your 


- requeſt,” I wrote! to you concerning the 


ak of my uncle, has raiſed, it ſoems, your curio- 
ſity to K eee and dangers attended me 
hile I continued at Miſenum fot 2 I think, 


r account in . bone . 


2 be my Y Heck foul recoils, my tongue Gall 10. . 


nag uncle having left us, 1 p 


rfued the ſtodies 


1 which 18 8 my going vith bim, wu i Was 
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time to bathe. After which I went to ſupper, and 
from thence to bed, where my ſleep was greatly 
broken and diſturbed. There had been for many 
days before ſome ſhocks of an earthquake, which 
the leſs ſurprized us as they are extremely frequent 
in Campania; but they were ſo particularly vio- 
lent that night, that they not only ſhook every 
thing about us, but ſeemed indeed to threaten total 
deſtruction. My mother flew to my chamber, 
where ſhe found me riſing, 1 in order to awaken 
her. We went out into a ſmall court belonging 
to the houſe, which ſeparated the ſea from the 
buildings. As I was at that time but eighteen 
years of age, I know not whether 1 ſhould call 
my behavior in this dangerous junQure, courage 
or raſhneſs ; but I took up Livy, and amuſed my- 
ſelf with turning over that author, and even making 
extracts from him, as if all about me had been 
in full ſecurity. While we were in this poſture, a 
friend of my uncle's, Who was juſt come from 
Spain to pay him a viſit, joined us, and obſery- 
ing me ſitting by my mother with a book in 
| my hand; greatly condemned her calmneſs, at 
the ſame time that he reproved me for my « care- 
leſs ſecurity: nevertheleſs J ſtill went on wich 
my author. Tho! i it was now morning, the light was 
exceedingly. faint and languid; the buildings all 
around us tottered, and tho' we ſtood. upon open 


ground, yet as the place was narrow and confined, 
F tere 
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there was no. remaining there. without certain 
and great danger: We therefore reſolved to quit 


the town. The. people followed. u us in the utmoſt 


6 ASA 4% 


conſte ernation, and (as. to a mind diſtracted with 


terror, every ſuggeſtion ſeems more prudent than 
its own) preſſed in great crowds about us in our 


way out. Being got at a convenient diſtance from 
the houſes, we ſtood ſtill, in the midſt of a moſt 


dangerous and dreadful ſcene. The chariots which 


we had ordered to be drawn out, were ſo agitated 
backwards and forwards, tho upon the moſt 
level ground, that we could not keep them ſteady, 
even by ſupporting them with large ſtones, 


The ſea ſeemed to roll back upon itſelf, and to 


be driven from its banks by the convulſive motion 
of the earth; it is certain at leaſt the ſhore was 


conſiderably enlarged, and ſeveral ſea- animal 


were left upon it. On the other fide, a black and 
| dreadful cloud burſting with” an igneous ſerpen- 
tine vapor, dated out a long train of Fire, reſem- 


bling flaſhes * of lightening, but much larger. 


Upon this our Spaniſh friend, whom I mentioned 
above, addrefling himſelf” to my mother and me 
with. great warmth and earneſtneſs : J FF your bro. 

ther and Jour uncle, ſaid he, 15 ſafe, he certain) 
wiſhes ou may be fo too; ; bit if he periſhed, it was 

bis aefire, no doubt, "that" "you might both furvive 
bim: Why therefore as you delay your eſeape a mo- 
nent? We could never think of Gur own ſafety, 


> . 


WAY CE PRINF: - oy 

ve ſaid, while we were uncertain of his. Here- 
upon our friend left us, and withdrew from the 
danger with the utmoſt precipitation. Soon after 

wards, the cloud ſeemed to deſcend, and cover 

the whole ocean; as indeed, it entirely hid the 
iland of © Caprea, and the promontory of Mi- 
| num. My mother ſtrongly conjured me to 
make my eſcape at any rate, which as I was young 
I might eaſily do; as for herſelf, ſhe ſaid, her 
age and corpulency rendered all attempts of 
that ſort impoſſible ; however ſhe would willingly 
meet death, if ſhe could have the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing that ſhe was not the occaſion of mine. 

But I abſolutely refuſed to leave her, and taking 
her by the hand, I led her on: ſhe complied 


F with great reluctance, and not widkout! many re- 
b proaches to herſelf for retarding my flight. The | 


aſnes now began to fall upon us, tho in no great 
quantity. I turned my head, and obſerved be- 
hind us a thick ſmoke, which came rolling after 
us like a torrent, I propoſed while we had yet 
any light, to turn out of the high road, leſt ſhe 
| ſhould be preſſed to death in the dark, by the 

crowd that followed us. We had ſcarce ſtepped 


« | out of the path, when darkneſs over-fpread us, 
5 not like that of a cloudy night, or when there is 


all the lights extinet. Nothing then was to be 
* . heard 


0 An inland near Naples, now called Cain. 


no moon, but of a room when it is ſhut. up, and 
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heard but the-ſhricks of women, the ſcreams of 
children, and the cries.of men; ſome calling for 
their children, others for their parents, others for 


their huſbands, and. only. diſtinguiſhing each 


other by their voices; one lamenting. his own 


fate, another that of his family; ſome wiſhing 
to die, from the very fear of dying ; ; ſome lift 
ing their hands to the gods; but the greater.part 


imagining that the laſt and eternal night was 
come, which was to deſtroy both the * gods and 


the world together. Among theſe there were ſome 
who augmented the real terrors by 1maginary 
ones, and made the frighted multitude fallly be. 
lieve that Miſenum was actually in flames. At 
length a glimmering light appeared, which we 
imagined to be rather the forerunner of an ap. 
proaching burſt of flames, (as in truth it was 
than the return of day: however, the fire fell at 
a diſtance from us : then again we were immerſed 
in thick darkneſs, and a heavy ſhower | of aſhes 


rained upon us, which we were obliged every 
now and then to ſhake off, otherwiſe we ſhould 
have been cruſhed and buried in the heap. [ 


might boaſt, that during all this ſcene of borror, 


not a ſigh, or expreſſion. of fear, eſcaped | from me, 
- 4 The stoic and Epics PR ket; an the world | 


2 


was to be deſtroyed by fire, and all things fall again into origi- 


nal chaos; not excepting even the natienal rods themleloc 
'_ _ *rom the deftraction of This ' gener conllagration, 


al 


> world | 
o origi- 
mſelves | 
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had not my ſupport been founded in that miſe- 


able, though ſtrong conſolation, that all mankind 
were involved in the ſame calamity, and that I 


imagined I was periſhing with the world itſelf. ” 


At laſt this dreadful darkneſs was diſſipated by 
degrees, like a cloud. or ſmoke ; the real day re- 
turned, and even the ſun appeared, tho' very 
faintly, and as when an eclipſe is coming on. 


Every object that preſented irſelf to our eyes 


(which were extremely weakened) ſeemed changed, 
being covered over with white ** aſhes, as with 
a deep ſnow. We returned to Miſenum, where 


we refreſhed ourſelves as well as we could, and 
paſſed an anxious night between hope and fear; 


tho“ indeed, with a much larger ſhare of the lat- 


er: for the earthquake ſtill continued, while ſe- 
veral enthuſiaſtic people ran up and down heigh- 
tening their own and their friends calamities by 


terrible predictions. However, my mother and I, 


notwithſtanding the danger we had paſſed, and 


that which ſtill threatened us, had no thoughts of 


leaving the place, till we ſhould receive ſome | 


account from my uncle. 


And now, you will read this narrative without | 


any | view of DI: it in your hiſtory, of 


1 3 which 


© Mr. Addiſon in his a account of mount Veſuvio obſerved, 
that the air of the place is ſo very much impregnated with ſalt⸗ | 
bas not the (gall 


petre, that one can ſcarce find a ſtone which 
ie with it. Travels, 192, 
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which it is by no means worthy ; and indeed you 
muſt impute it to your own requeſt, if it ſhall ap. 
pear to deſerve. even the trouble of a letter. 
Farewel, 


LETTER XXI. To Canmws, 


\H O' I acknowledge myſelf an admirer of 
the antients; yet I am very far from de. 
ſoiſing, as ſome affect to do, the genius of the mo. 
derns: nor can I ſuppoſe, that nature in theſe 
latter ages is ſo worn out, as to be incapable of 
any valuable production. On the contrary, I have | 
lately had the pleaſure of hearing Verginius Ro- 
manus read to a few ſelect friends, a Comedy ſo 
juſtly formed upon the plan of the ancients, that 
it may one day ſerve itſelf for a model. I know | 
not whether he is in the number of your acquain- 
tance; I am ſure at leaſt he deſerves to be ſo, as 
he is greatly diſtinguiſhed by the probity of his 
manners, the elegance of his genius, and the va- 
ricty of his productions. He has written ſome 
very agreeable pieces of the burleſque kind in 
5 Iambics, with much delicacy, wit, and humor, and 
I will add roo, even eloquence; for every ſpecies 
of compolition, which is. finiſhed in its kind, 
may with propriety be termed eloquent. He 
has alſo compoſed ſome Comedies after the man- 
ner of Menander and other approved authors 
25 5 * Oe OR WO 
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of that age, which deſerve to be ranked with 
thoſe of Plautus and Terence, He has now, for 


the firſt time, attempted the * ancient Comedy, 


but in Tuch a manner, as to ſhew he is a perfect 
maſter in this way. Strength, majeſty, and deli- 
cacy, . ſoftneſs, poignancy, and. wit, are, the 


graces which ſhine out in this performance with 
full luſtre, He repreſents virtuous characters 


with the higheſt diſtinction of honor, at the ſame 
time that he ſtigmatizes vicious ones with a noble 


indignation : whenever he makes uſe of feigned . 
names it is with great propriety, as he employs 
real ones with much juſtneſs. With reſpect only 


to myſelf, I ſhould ſay he has erred thro? an exceſs 


of g00d-will, if 1 did not know that fiction is 


the privilege of poets. In a word, I will inſiſt 


upon his letting me have the copy, that I may 
ſend it to: you for your peruſal, or rather that you 


may get it by heart; for I am well perſuaded 


when you have once taken it up, you will not caſily 
lay it aſide. | Farewel. | | | | 


fr ag 2 


3 


f With regard to the various changes and revolutions Co- 


medy has undergone, it is diſtinguiſhed into three kinds, viz. 


the ancient, which was founded upon real facts, and perſons 


pointed out by their proper names; the middle, where the ſub- 


jet was real, but the names fictitious; the new, wherein both 


the names and the action are imaginary. Of the 5% model 


was Ariſtophanes; upon whoſe general manner, it is probable, 


Romanus formed his Comedy here mentioned ; but as he ap- 


Pears to have made uſe both of true and invented names in his 


characters, it ſeems to have been of the mixed kind, 
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LE TTER SAI. © 0 Tino. 


N affair has lately | been tranſacted here, which 
nearly concerns thoſe who ſhall hereafter 

be appointed governors of provinces, as well a 
every man who too incautiouſly truſts his friends 
Luſtricus Bruttianus having detected his lieute. 
nant Montanus Atticinus in ſeveral enormous 
crimes, informed the emperor of them. Att. 
cinus, on the other hand, added to his guilt by | 
commencing a groundleſs proſecution againſt the 
friend whoſe confidence he had abuſed. His in. 
formation was received, and 1 was one of the 
aſſeſſors at this trial. Both parties pleaded ther 
own caule, and in a ſummary way canfined them. 
ſelves cloſely to the articles of the charge : a me. 

thod by much the ſhorteſt of diſcovering. the 
truth. Bruttianus, as a proof of the undeſerved 
confidence he had repoſed i in his friend, and that 


nothing but” abſolute neceſſity could have extorted 6 
from him this complaint, produced his will by 
all in the hand-writing of Atticinus, He then | fa 
proceeded to open his charge, and clearly proved w 
him guilty of the moſt infamous conduct. Atti- N 
kinus, after ſome vain efforts to juſtify himſelf, re- Wl + 
tired; but his defence appeared as weak, as his f 
actuſation was wicked, It was proved that he had e 
bribed a llave belonging to che r of Brutti c 


aus, 
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anus, and 6 that means got into his poſſeſſion his 
regiſter-book, which he eraſed, and then made 
his his villainous act the foundation of a charge 
againſt his friend. The emperor's, condu&t-in)this 
rial was extremely noble: without collecting the 
voices with reſpect to Bruttianus, he proceeded im- 
mediately to take them only in relation to Attici- 
aus, who was accordingly condemned to baniſh- 


lOus ment. Bruttianus was acquitted not only with a 
ut. very full and honorable teſtimony of his integrity, 
by | but with the credit of having behaved in this affair 
th with great reſolution. And indeed, after having 
in- 


vindicated his own character in few words, he 


the ſupported his charge againſt Atticinus with much 


ſpirit, and approved himſelf no leſs a man of for- 
titude than of worth and honeſty. I ſend:you this 7 
account not only as a caution for your behavior 

in the government you have obtained, and as a 
hint to depend upon yourſelf as much as poſſible, 
without relying too far upon your friends; but that 
you may be well aſſured, if you ſhould happen to 
be impoſed upon in the execution of your office (as 
far be it that you ever ſhould) you will readily meet 


ved BN vith ſatisfaction here, However, that you may 
Ut ſtand in no need of it, let me entreat you to exert 
Tn the utmoſt circumſpection of your own vigilance; 


for the pleaſure of being redreſſed, moſt certainly 
cannot e the uneaſineſs of N de- 
ceived, 2F wel. FIERY, 
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h b Conſent to do . e which you ſo 
[ * earneſtly recommend to me; 3 but as glorious, 
| 2 honorable as it may be, I will not be your 
v8 counſel without a fee. Is it poſſible, you will ſay, 


- — — 
—— — * 


that my friend Pliny ſnould be ſo mercenary? In 
truth it is; and J inſiſt upon a reward which will 
do me more honor than the moſt diſintereſted pa- 
tronage. I beg of you then, and indeed I make 
it a previous condition, that Cremutius Ruſo may 
be joined with me as counſel in this cauſe. This 
is a practice which I have frequently obſerved with 
reſpect to ſeveral diſtinguiſhed youths; as I take 
infinite pleaſure in introducing young men of me. 
rit to the bar, and aſſigning them over to fame. 
But if ever I owed this good office to any man, it 

s certainly to Ruſo, not only upon account of his 
family, but his tender affection to me; and it 
would afford me a very ſingular ſatisfaction to have 
an opportunity of ſeeing him draw the attention of 
che audience in the ſame court and the ſame cauſe 
with myſelf. This I now aſk: as an obligation to 
me; but when he has pleaded in your cauſe, 
you will eſteem it as a favor done to you: for I will 
be anſwerable that he ſhall acquit himſelf in a man- 
ner equal to your wiſhes, as well as to my hopes 

and the importance of the cauſe. He is a youtb 
1 e 7 — 
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of a moſt excellent diſpoſition, and 1 once 1 
hall have produced his merit, we ſhall ſoon ſee 
him exert the ſame generous office in forwarding 
that of others; as indeed no man without the ſup- 
port and encouragement of friends, and having 
proper opportunities thrown in his way, is able to 
riſe at once from obſcurity, by the erer of 
his own. unaſſiſted — | | I, 


L E TTE R XXIV. To Wees. 


OW much . hs fame of human aRigns 

depend upon the ſtation of thoſe who per 
form them! The very ſame condut ſhall be, ei 
ther greatly magnified, or entirely overlooked, as 
it happens to proceed from a perſon of conſpicu- 
ous or obſcure rank, I was failing lately upon 
our lake, with an old man of my acquaintange, 
who deſired me to obſerve a villa ſituated upon its 
TY which had a chamber hanging over the wa- 


From that room, ſaid he, a woman of our 


S threw herſelf and her huſband. Upon enquir- 
ing into the cauſe, he informed me, That her 
« * hulhand having been long afflicted with an ulcer 
© in thoſe parts which modeſty conceals, ſhe pre- 
6 « vailed with him at laſt to let her inſpect the 
« * ſore, aſſuring him at the fame time, that ſhe 
0 « * would. 


The lake Larius. 
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* would moſt ſincerely give her opinion whethe; 
there was a poſſibility of its being cured. Ac. 
_ **-cordingly upon viewing the ulcer, ſhe fbund 
< there was no hopes, and therefore adviſed him 90 
te put an end to his life: to which ſhe not only 
* encouraged him by her example, but was actually 
* the means of his death; for tying herſelf to 10 
* huſband, ſhe plunged with him into the lake. 
Tho' this happened in the very city where I was 
born, I never heard it mentioned before; and yet 
that this aEtion 1s pron taken notice of than that fl. 
mous one of Arria's , is not becauſe it was leß r- 
markable, but becauſe the perſon who performed 
it Was more GUN. hs arewel. 


4 


LETTER. RXV. To klare 


4 990 inform me, that Robuſtus, a Roman | 
* knight of great diſtinction, accompanied 
my friend Attilius Scaurus as far as 46 Ocriculum, 
but has never been heard of ſince, In compli- 
ance, therefore, with your deſire, 1 ſhall ſend for 
Scaurus, in order to ſee if he can give us any 
: light f in tracing him out; tho 1 fear, indeed, it 1 


will be to no purpoſe. I ſuſpect an accident of Wl ©! 

the ſame unaccountable kind has attended Robuſ. ſt 
eus, as formerly happened to my townſman Me- 
ns”. mn 

| » Ses an account of her, B. 3. Let. 16. 3 5 

= Now Orricoli, i in Ombria c or the e duchy of Spoleto. by 

FE: i 
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t of | 
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Me- 


lius 


of the moſt exalted merit. 
W 1 IN learned and e and wich all the 
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tilius Criſpus. I procured a company for him in 
che army, and gave him when he ſet out 40;000 
| ſeſterces for his equipage : but I never received 
any letter from him afterwards, or could learn 
what became of him. Whether he was murdered 
by his ſervants, or together with them, is uneer- 
rain; however, neither he nor they ever pd 
more. I wiſh we may not find it thus with reſpect 
to Robuſtus ; nevertheleſs I ſhall ſend for Scaurus. 
| cannot refuſe this either to your generous requeſt, 

or the very laudable entreaties of that moſt excel · 
lent youth his ſon, who diſcovers as much 
good ſenſe in the method, as he does filial affec- 
tion in the zeal of his enquiry: and may we have 
the ſame ſucceſs in finding his father, as he has 
had in diſcovering the — that N 
bim! F arewel. 


LETTER XXVI. 


To SERVIANUS. 


[ AM extremely rejoiced to hear, that you de- 

ſign your daughter for Fuſcus Salinator, and 
congratulate you upon . His family is * Patri- 
cian, and both his father and mother are perſons 
As for himſelf, he is 


innocence | 


b About a 8 editions read it 400,900 ſcterces, | 
which is about 32001. of our money. os 
© Thoſe families were ſtiled patrician, whoſe anceſtors bad 


been members of the ſenate in the earlieſt times or the * 
conſular r 
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30 THE LETTERS Bock u. 
innocence of a child, unites the ſprightlineſs of 
youth to the wiſdom of age. I am not, believe me, 
deceived by my affection, when I give him thi 


character; for tho' I love him, I confeſs, beyond 


meaſure (as his friendſhip and eſteem for me well 


| deſerve) yet partiality has no ſhare in my judg. 
ment; on the contrary, the ſtronger my fond- 
neſs of him is, the more rigorouſly I weigh his 
merit. I will venture then to aſſure you (and! 
ſpeak it upon my own experience) you could not 
have formed to your wiſh a more accompliſhed 
ſon-in-law. May he ſoon preſent you with 2 
| grandſon, who ſhall be the exact copy of his 
father! and with what pleaſure ſhall I receive 
from the arms of two ſuch friends their children 
or grand- children, whom I ſhall claim a fort of 


right to embrace as my own! Farewel. 
LETTER XXVII. 79 Stvtarus. 


C7 OU defire me to conſider what turn you | 
1 ſhould give to your ſpeech in honor of the 


_ emperor, upon your being appointed conſul * elett. 
It is much eafier, amidſt that variety of topics | 


„ Which 


de conſuls, tho” they were choſen in Au; uſt, did not en- 
ter upon their office till the firſt of January, during which in- 


terval they were ſtiled Con/ules agſignati, canſuls elect. It was 


uſual for them upon that occaſion to compliment the emperor, 
by whoſe appointment, after the diſſolution of the republican | 


_ government, they were choſen. 
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chich the virtues of this illuſtrious prince * abun- 
dantly ſupply, to find materials for encomium, 
than to ſelect them. However, I will ſend you 
my ſentiments, , or (what I rather chooſe) I will 
give them to you in perſon, after having laid be- 
fore you the difficulties which occur to me. I am 
doubtful then whether 1 ſhould adviſe you to pur- 
ſue the method, which 1 obſerved myſelf on the 


{ame occaſion, When ] was conſul ele, I avoid- 

ed running into the uſual ſtrain of compliment, 
which however far (as far certainly it would have 
been) from adulation, might yet bear the ſem- 
blance of it. Not that I affected an uncommon 
ſpirit of freedom; but as well knowing the ſen- 
timents of our amiable prince, and being tho- 

roughly perſuaded, that the higheſt praiſe I could 7 
offer to him, would he to ſhew the world I was 
under no neceſſity of paying him any. When 1 
reflected what profuſion of honors had been 
heap'd upon the very worſt of his predeceſſors, 
nothing, I imagined,” could more diſtinguiſh a 

prince of his real virtues, from thoſe infamous 

emperors, than to addreſs him in a different man- 
der. And this I thought proper to obſerve in 

my ſpeech, leſt it might be ſuſpected I paſſed 
over his glorious acts, not out of judgment, but 
inattention. Such was the method I then obſerv- 
ed; but 1 am . this . e, are nei- 


Trajan. 
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trious Prince afford materials for panegyric, ng 
© "on juſt than recent and magnificent; T doubt (4 
J ſaid before) whether I ſhould perſuade you to 
act in this caſe as I did myſelf. In this, however, 
I am clear, that it was proper to offer to your con- 


1 would abloutely return the e You will tell 
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ther agreeable, nor indeed ſuitable to all alike, ml 
Beſides the propriety of doing ot omitting a thing be 
depends not only upon perſons, but time and Gr: ly 
cumſtances; and as the late actions of our lu: i 


 fideration the 8. 1 5 Farewel. " 
thi 

I. 

bs E T T E R XXVIIL To Wuonarm, « 

IT” 8 * i | | «, 

T Was not ignorant 105 the nit which: prevent. WW © 

* ed your coming into Campania to receive me, th 
But abſent, as you were, might | have judged by WM bu 
the vaſt quantity of proviſions of all ſorts, with ca 
which I was ſupplied by your orders, I ſhoull We 
have imagined you had conveyed! yourſelf hither WM co 
with your whole poſſeſſions. |, I muſt own I was th 
fo arrant a clown, as to take all chat was offered ad 
me; however it was in compliance with the ſol. Wi 
citations of your people, and fearing you. would ki 
chide both them ind me if I-refuſed,i But for the 10 
future, if you will not obſerve ſome meaſure, I muſt. I wc 
And accordingly I- aſſured. your ſervants, : if ever af 
they were: thus profuſe in their bounty to me again, Wil ©: 
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me, I know, that I ought to conſider evety thing 
belonging to you, as entirely mine. I am extreme 


ly ſenſible: of that; and therefore l would uſe them 
with the n aofleration Ly n. +F wen 


8 


LE TER XXIX. Ts dient., 2 


Vidius 3 Abet affeQtion,, and (what 
I equally, value) whoſe approbation I had 
ths happineſs to enjoy, uſed frequently t to repeat 
this maxim, amon others, of his friend Thraſea' $: 
That“ there are three forts of cauſes which » we 
« ought to undertake; thoſe of our friends, thoſe 
* of the deſerted, and thoſe which tend to public 
« example. The reaſon we ſhould. engage in 
the cauſe of our friends requires no explanation; | 
but the deſerted have u claim to our aſſiſtance, * 
cauſe it ſhews a reſolute. and generous mind; as 
ve ought to riſe in the cauſe where 3 is 
concerned, ſince it is of the laſt conſequence : whe- 
ther a good or evil one prevails. To which I vill 
add (perhaps in the ſpirit of ambition, however I 
will add) thoſe of the ſplendid and illuſtrious 
kind. For it 1 1s. reaſonable, no doubt, ſometimes 
to plead the cauſe of glory and fame, or in other 
words, one's. ανi˙.ñ Theſe are the limits, (ſince you 
ak my ſentiments) I. would preſcribe to  per- 
ſon of your sait and weer Practice, 1 I 
Vor. * 2 Know, 
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trious Prince afford materials for panegyric, no 
Teſs juſt than recent and magnificent, I doubt (x 


I am clear, that it was proper to offer to your con 


1 would abſolutely return the whole. Ton will tell 
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ther agreeable, nor indeed ſuitable” to all alike, m 
Beſides the propriety of doing of omirting a thing b 
depends not only upon perſons, but time and Gr: If 
cumſtances; and as the late actions of our illuc W 


I ſaid before) whether I ſhould perſuade you to 
act in this caſe as I did myſelf. In this, however, 


fideration the 287 ! N Farewel. p 
LET T ER XXVIIL , 7; Q ADRATUS, « 
1 Was not ignorant of the reaſon which prevent. « 
l ed your coming into Campania to receive me. tl 
But abſent, as you were, might 1 have judged by b 
the vaſt quantity of proviſions of all ſorts, with Wil c: 
which I was ſupplied by your orders, I ſhouli WM v 
have 1magined you had conveyed! yourſelf hither cc 
with your whole poſſeſſions. |, I maſt own I was WW th 

ſo arrant a clown, as to take all chat was offered Ac 
me; however it was in compliance with the fol: W 

_ citations of your people, and fearing you. would k. 
chide both them and me if I refuſed But for the to 
future, if you will not obſerve ſome meaſure, I mul: Wi 
And accordingly. 1-afſured. your - ſervants, if ever WW a 
they were thus profuſe in their bounty to me again, Wil 0 
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me, 1 _ that 1 ought to . exety thing 
belonging to you, as entirely mine. Iam. extreme- 
y ſenſible of that; and therefore l would uſe them 
with the lamp moderation 4 F 409 
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Vidius 11 whoſe affeRtion,, and (what 
A I equally, value) whoſe approbation | [ had | 
the happineſs to enjoy, uſed frequently to repeat 
this maxim, among others, of his friend. Thraſes 8 
That Na Was are Free. forts of cauſes which we R . 
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« of the deſerted, an hes 3 tend to public 
example. The reaſon we ſhould. engage in 
the cauſe of our friends requires no explanation; 3 
but the deſerted have u claim to our aſſiſtance, be⸗ 
cauſe it ſhews a reſolute and generous mind; ay 
we ought to riſe. in the cauſe where example is 
concerned, ſince jt is of the laſt conſequence whe 
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> ther a good or evil one prevails. To which 1 vill 3 
ered WW add (perhaps in the ſpirit of ambition, however * 

ſoli. will add) thoſe of the ſplendid and illuſtrious 

vould kind. For i it is reaſonable, no doubt, ſometimes 

Ir the to plead the cauſe of glory and. fame, or in other 

mul, words, one's. own: . Theſe are the limits, (ſince you 
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know, is generally eſteemed, and in truth is, the 
beſt guide in the art of pleading. J have ſeen many 


who with ſmall genius and no erudition have, 


merely by that ſingle means, arrived to a good 


proficiency. Nevertheleſs, the obſervation of Pol- 
lio, or at leaſt what uſually paſſes for his, I haye 
found by experience to be moſt true; A good 
<« addrefs at the bar, ſaid fe, occaſioned me mich 
ce practice; and, on the other hand, much Prac. 


ce tice ſpoiled my addreſs.” The reaſon is, by 


too frequent a repetition it becomes rather a habit 


than a talent, and degenerates? into a'raſh aſſurance, 
rather than ſertTes into a juſt confidence. Accord- 


L ingly we ſee that the great modeſty of Iocrates, 
which, together with the weakneſs of his voice, 
prevented his appearing in public, did not by any 
: means obſtruct his attaining the character of: a con- 
7 fammite' orator. Let me e farther e * xg to 


be e le to 0 Pik when” ever you wel and yon 


never will Chooſe it, I well know, but when you 
ought. '7 hat at leaſt is the reſtriction 1 laid down 


to my elf. I have ſometites, indeed, pleaded, 


not ſo much from the ſingle motive of reaſon, 


as neceſſity, (which, however, is the ſame thing) 
having on ſome occaſtons been appointed coul 


i by order of the ſenate; bit it was in' caſes 


Wich fell within Thraſet's third rule, One” is, 


— vs of 
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of the exemplary kind. I was advocate for the 
province of Bœtica, againſt Bæbius Maſſa, where 
the queſtion being, whether they ſhould be al- 
lowed to proſecute him, 1t paſſed in the affirma- 
tive. I appeared for them a ſecond time againſt 
Cæcilius Claſſieus, and the point in debate was; 
whether the provincial officers who acted under 
him in his proconſulſhip, ſhould be [deemed ac- 
complices with him? It was determined they 


ſhould; and they were puniſhed aceordingly. I 


was counſel againſt Marius Priſcus, who having 
been cottvicted of bribery, endeavored to take 
advantage of the lenity of the law in that caſe, 
the penalty of which was by no means adequate 
to his enormous guilt: but he was ſentenced to 
baniſhment. I defended Julius Baſſus in an affair 


in which he acted imprudently, tis true, but not 


in the leaſt with any ill intention: the matter was 
referred to the ordinary judges, and he was per- 


mitted in the mean while to retain his ſeat in the .. 
ſenate. I pleaded like wiſe not long ſince, on be- 


half of Varenus, who petitioned for leave to exa- 


mine witneſſes on his' part; which was granted - 


him. And now I will only wiſh, that I may, 


for the future, have ſuch. cauſes enjoined me by 
by choice. Farewel. 5 * 
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4; E T T TER R xxx. To Fibthes 


"han: the higheſt hank moſt certainly, to 

* celebrate your birth-day as my own, fince all 

_ the happineſs: of mine ariſes from yours, to whoſe 
care and diligence it is owing, that I am chearful 
in town and eaſy in the conntry.—Your Camillian 
villa in Campania has ſuffered by the injuries of 
time, and is falling into decay; however, the 
moſt valuable parts of the building either remain 
entire, or are but ſlightly damaged, and it ſhall | 

be my care to ſee it put into thorough, repair. 
Tho I flatter myſelf 1 have many friends, yet 
ſcarce any, I doubt, of the ſort you enquire 
"after, and which the affair you mention demands, 
All mine lie among thoſe whoſe employments en- 
gag ge them in town; whereas the conduct of coun- 
try buſmeſs requires a perſon. of a rough caſt, and 
enured to labor, who will not look upon the of. 
fice as mean, and can ſubmit to a ſolitary life. 
The opinion you have of Rufus is ſuitable to 
one, diftinguiſhed as he was by the friendſhip of 
your ſon; but what ſervice he can be of to us up- 
on this occaſion, I know not; tho' I am well per- 
ſuaded, he will rejoice to have it in ably, Fuer to 


Vo" us un. Farewel. 464 
5 LE T- 


CITES, 


6 — " — ” $ . : 


- ® So called, becauſe it formerly belonged to Camillus. 


Rook VI. OF . 


LET T ER XXXI. To ConxkLIAvus. 


Received lately the moſt exquiſite entertainment 
imaginable at Centumcellæ, (as it is now 
called) being ſummoned thither by Cæſar * to at- 
tend him as one of his aſſeſſors. | Could any thing 
indeed afford a higher pleaſure, than to ſee the 
emperor exerciſing his juſtice, his wiſdom,” and 
his affability, even in retirement, where thoſe” vir- 
tues are moſt obſervable * ? Various were the points 
brought in judgment before him, and which 
proved, in ſo many different inſtances, the great 
abilities of the judge. The cauſe of Claudius A- 
riſton. came on ſirſt. N He is an Epheſian noble: 
man, of great munificence and unambitious po- 
| polarity, whoſe virtues having render'd him ob- 
noxious to a ſet of people of far different charac- 
ters, they had ſpirited up an informer againſt 
him, of the ſame infamous ſtamp with them- 
ſelves; but he was honorably acquitted. The 
next day, the cauſe of Gallita, accuſed of adulte- 
y. was determined. Her huſband, Who is a 
military tribune, was upon the point of offering 
himſelf as a candidate for certain honors at Rome, 
but ay had e both him and herſelf by an 
2 1 1 Iorrighe 
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emperor concerning it. Cæſar, having examing 
the proofs, broke the centurion, and ſentenced 
him to baniſhment. It remained that ſome pu- 
niſhment, ſhould | be inflicted likewiſe | upon the 
ther party, as it is a crime of which both mul 
| neceſſarily be equally guilty. But the huſband's 
5 affection for his wife inclined him to drop that 
part of the proſecution, not without ſome ſuſpi 
cion of connivance; for he continued t to live with 
| her even after he had commenced this proſecy 
| tion, contenting himſelf, it ſhould ſeem, with 
having remoyed his rival. But he was ordered 
: to proceed | in the ſuit; which, tho” he did with 
: great | reluctance, it was neceſſary, however, ſhe 

mould be condemned. 
Was, being given up to the puniſhment directed 
5 by the : Jaltan law. The emperor thought pro- 
5 per to ſpecify, | in his decree, the name and "office 
of the centurion, that! it might appear he paſſed 
it in virtue of military diſcipline; leſt it ſhould 
: be imagined he claimed a particular cognizane 


intrigue with a © centurion. The ud in. 
formed the conſuls lieutenant, who wrote to the 


And ſne accordingh 


4 


In 


© An officer i in lane Roman legions, fomerhing roſeinbliag: 


| Faprain in our companies. 


4 This law: was made by Auguſtus Cæſar; ; but it no when 
F'early Www weak was the pee ponilhment it 3 
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in every cauſe of the ſame nature. The third day 
yas employed in examining into an affair which 
had occaſioned much and various ſpeculation ; * 
it was concerning the will of Julius Tiro, part 
of which was plainly genuine, the other part, it 
was faid, was forged. The perſons accuſed of 
this fraud were Sempronius Senecio, a Roman 
knight, and Eurythmus, Cæſar's freed- man and 
* procurator. The heirs jointly petitioned the em- 
peror, when he was in Dacia, that he would re- 
ſerve to himſelf the trial of this cauſe; ; to which 
he accordingly conſented, At his return from 
that expedition, he appointed 2 day. for the hear- 
ing; and when ſome of the heirs, as in reſpect to 
Eurythmus, offered to withdraw the ſuit, the em- 
peror nobly replied, He is not Polycletus * nor am 
[ Nero. Howeyer, he indulged the petitioners | 


with an achournment, and the time being expir- 


ed, he now ſat to hear the cauſe. Two of the 
heirs appeared, and deſired, that either their | 
whole number might be compelled to plead, as 
they had all joined in the information, o or that 


f they a} might have leave to deſiſt. Cæſar ſ poke 


þ 4 with 


IS * officer employed by the emperor 10 7 receive and regu- I 


bus the public revenue in the provinces. 
Comprehending Tranſylvania, Moldavia, and Walachia. 
"a Faches Was a. feeds Hag, and Sreat favorite of Nero. 


3 n 21:1: 
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with great wiſdom and moderation ; and when 
the counſel on the part of Senecio and Kurt. 
mus faid, chat unleſs their clients were heard, 
75 would fernain under the ſuſpicion © of guilt 
lions they may I Tie winder, * tis 1 that am . wee, 
and then turning to us, Adviſe me, faid he, bow 
to aft in this affair, for you ſee they complain that 
I do not give them leave to withdraw their ſutt, 
At length, by the advice of the council, he or- 
dered notice to be given to the heirs, that they 
| ſhould either £0 on with the cauſe, or each of 
them juſtify their reaſons for not doing ſo; other. 
wiſe that he would paſs ſentence upon them as | 
d calumniatots. Thus vou ſee how uſefully | 
and ſeriouſly we ſpent our time, which how- | 
ever was intermixed with diverſions of the moſt 
N agreeable kind. We were every day invited 
I to Cæſar's table, which, for ſo great a prince, 
was ſpread with much plainnels and ſimplicity, 
There 1 we were either entertained with interludes, 
or paſſed the night in the moſt pleaſing conver 
fation, When | we took our leave of him the W 
I lat 
* Memmivs, or . (the 8 are 2 agreed which) | 


was author of a law, by which it was enacted, That whoſoever | 
was convicted of calumny and falſe = be ſtig⸗ 


matized with a mark in his forehead: and by the law of the 
twelve tables, falſe accyſers were to ſuffer the ſame puniſhment I 
as wonld have been inflicted <a the e wojuſity OK, 3 
of the crime bad been prov ed. | 


aft day, he made each of as Preſents ; To ſtudibus 
; he to exert the Berievdlenice of his temper upon 


all occaſions! As for myſelf, I was not only 
charmed With the dignity and wiſdem or the 


judge, the honor done to the aſſeſſors, the eaſe 


and unreſerved freedom of the eonverſation, hut 
with the agreeable ſituation of the place. This 
delightful villa is ſurrounded by the moſt verdant 
meadows, and commands a fine view of the a, 
which forms irſelf here into a ſpacious harbor, i in 
the figure. of an amphitheatre. . The left-hand of 
this port is defended by exceeding ſtrong works, 
as they are now actually employed in carrying on 
the ſame on the oppoſite ſide. An artificial iſland, 
which is riſing in the mouth of the harbor, will 
break the force of tlie Waves, and afford a fafe 
paſſage to fix 
conſtruction of this wonderful inſtance of art, 
ſtones of à moſt enormous (ſize are tranſported 
hicher in w ſort -of pontoons, and being thrown 
one upon the other, are fixed by their own weight, 
gradually accumulating in the manner, as it were, 


1 


of a ſand-bank. It already lifts its rocky back 


above the octan, While the waves whieh beat upon 
it, being toſſed to an immenſe - height, foam with 
a prodigious noiſe, and ,whiten all the ſea round. 
To theſe ſtones are added large piles, which in 


time it the e of: a natural iſland. 


F 


s on each ſide. In order for the 8 
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This haven is to be called by the name of it 
great author, and will prove of infinite beneßt, 
by affording a very ſecure retreat to ſhips on that 
venta wag Magus coaſt. Fag. : 


k 1 3 . * 5 ak 1 % , * 
. 1 N 'F A... Ky © . r 
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; | A1 Hoy your r deſires, 1 know, are extremely 

| moderate, and the education wullich your 
dau ghter 1 has r received, is ſuitable to yout charac. 
ter, and that of Torilius her e [Fer a a 


1 bers ah 25 100 


I, 0 
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4 Trajan. e ODT egg i ne 477146] 


This "Rs has been generally cappoſedi to Is ee 
to the famous Quipctilian, author of that excellent treatiſe. 


upon oratory, which is fill stant! But there-ar &'V u de ale 


reaſons to believe, that either there is ſome 7 in the title, 
or that it is addreſſed to another perſon of the ſame name. 
Quinctihian in the opening of his ſixth B. de Inſt;/Orat. takes 
occaſion to mention his family, where he is lamenting to his 


friend Vidorius the loſs of his eldeſt fon, which had juſt then 


happened. He tz&es notice at the ſame time of the gende of 
his. wife and younger ſon ; and after ſame ver ry pathetic re- 
| Actions, cloſes. the whole with this obſervation: : Nos apt 
acultates imonii naſtri, ita amus, alils 
gage he refer 2 . con on pens 19775 as his do- 
meſtic hHiſtory. But he does not give Lhe leaſt hint of a daugh- 
ter: which ſeems difficult to be accounted, for. upon any other 


. than that he never had one. For if the Was dead, it is 
highly natural to imagine he would haye ee ed the loſs of | 


her among that of the reſt of his children. © was living, 

how could he lament the neceſſity of leaving his patrimo « 

 frrangers #: or if ſhe was unworthy, of his renlerpeſy, why 

he not comp plain of that unhappineſs among his other 2 
tunes? 


* 


G 


Vid. Tradutt de Wi 3 — in the 1 
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ſhe is going to be married to a perſon of ſo great 
diſtinction as Nonius Celer, whoſe ſtation: requires 

à certain ſplendor of living, it will: he neceſſary. to 
conſider the rank of her huſband in her cloaths 
and equipage: circumſtances which tho? they do 
not augment our real dignity, yet certainly adorn 
and grace it. But as I am ſenſible your fortune is 
not equal to the greatneſs of your mind, I claim 
to myſelf a part of your expence, and like another 
father, preſent the young lady with fifty thouſand 
ſeſterces b. The ſum ſhould be larger, but that ! 
am wdbpirſaghcs the ſmallneſs of the preſent, is 
the only conſideration that can prevail with your 
1 een not to 8 25 it. W . 


W. 
. 
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ing, away with: your books and papers, and take 
up my divine oration, as thoſe Cyclops. did the 
arms of Eneas. Now tell me, oould I introduce | 
my ſpeech to you with an air of more aſſurance ? 
But in good earneſt, ] put it into your: ; as 


the 


WE. A of our money. _ | 
2 EEn. 8. Pitt's Tranſ. the ſpeech « 1 to 4 0. 
hops, when he Ae them to Prepare arms for Eneas. 


rank, diſinherited by her father, and; ſuing for her 
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the beſt of my performances 4 for it is myſelf 
only that TI pretend to rival. It was ſpoken in de. 
Fence of Accia Variola; and the dignity of the 

perſon intereſted in it, the ſingularity of the oc. 
caſion, together with the majeſty of the tribunal, 
conſpire to render it extremely remarkable. Fi. 
gure 10 yourſelf a lady ennobled not oaly by he 
birth, but her marriage to a perſon of Prætorian 


patrimony in the centumviral court, within eleven 
days after this old man, ſeized with a fit of love 
when he was fourſcore years af age, had brought 
| thome'a mother-in-law to his daughter. 4 Imagine 
the ſolemnity of -a court of juſtice, compoſed of 


one hundred and eighty judges, (for that is the | 


number of which it conſiſts) ; friends innumerable 


attended on both parties; the benches inknitely 


thronged, and a deep circle of -peaple"eno6i 
ſing the judges, at the ſame time that num 
preſſed round the tribunal; even the very galleries 
lined with men and women,; hanging; over wit! 
the greateſt earneſtneſs, (who though they might 
ſee "tolerably well, it was ſcarce poſſible for 


them to hear a word ;) repreſent? to yourſelf, I 
= inf hand —_ Jy and mochers in dan. f 


more ce 


MY Sidonius Apollinaris ar thatPliny 


by this ſpeech, even then heb . nne 1 e 
bo regen.” Fe "FH 15 nil Bi a, 1672 


8 1 


panegyric * 
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all deeply intereſting rhemſelves in the event of 
this imporrant trial. The ſentiments of che judges 
were divided; two. of the courts being for us; 

ind two againſt us. It is ſomething remarkable, 
that the ſame queſtion debated before the ſame 
judges, and pleaded by the ſame advocates, and 
at the ſame time, ſhould” happen to receive fo 
different a deciſion, that one would almoſt i ima- 
vine it was more than accident. However, in 
the final event, the mother-in- law, who claimed 
under the will a ſixth part of the inheritance, loft 
her cauſe. Suberinus was alſo excluded his pre- 
tenſions; who tho' he was diſinherited by his 
facher, without daring to vindicate his own pa- 
trimony, had yet the ſingular aſſurance to demand 
that of another, I have been thus particular in 
giving you a detail of the circumſtances which 
attended this cauſe, not only that my letter might 
inform you of what you could not learn by my 
ſpeech; but alſo (for I will honeſtly own the ar- 
tifce) in order to your reading it with more plea- 
ſure, by being thus. introduced, as it were, into 
the audience. And extenſive as this pleading is, 

1do not deſpair of its recommending itſelf to you, 
as much as if it had the grace of brevity. The 
abundance of the 5588 order in which it 


” This . (the commentators * ) was * the 
n Ackia's father had married in hi old age. 
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is placed, the little narrations that are diſtributed 
throughout, together r with the variety of the ſtile, 
will always give it an air of novelty: I will even | 
venture to ſay to you (what I durſt not to any 
one elſe) chat a ſpirit of great fire and ſublimity 
breaks out in many parts of it, at the ſame time 
that in others it is wrought up with much deli. 
cacy and cloſeneſs of reaſoning; 1 Was frequently 
obliged to intermix dry computations, with the 
elevated and pathetic, and to deſcend from the 
orator almoſt to the aceguntant; ſo, chat you vil 
| ſometimes imagine the ſcene, was changed from 
the ſolemnity of the centumviral tribunal, to that 
of a private and inferior one. .I gaye, a looſe to 
my indignation, my reſentment, and my com- 
paſſion, and in ſteering thro? this illuſtrious cauſe, = 
was governed by turns with every varying guſt of 
the paſſions. .. In a word, my particular friends 
5 look upon this ſpeech (and. I will venture to re- 
peat it again) as my beſt performance, eſteeming 
it the Crefiphon of my orations +../ whether with 
ſon or not, you wilkeafily Judge, who have them i 
all ſo perfectly in your memory, as to be able while 
vou are reading this to compare it with my former, 
; without the trouble of. turning 2 to there, 5 arewel. 
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OU are extremely in the right to promiſe a 
L combat of gladiators to our good friends 
te citizens" of: Verona , got only as they"have 
long ſince diſtinguiſhed you with their peculiar 
eſteem and veneration; but as it was from 'thence 
alſo you received that amiable object of your moſt 
tender affection, your late excellent wife. And 
ſince you owed ſome monument or public ſne r 
to her memory, what other ſpectacle could you 
have exhibited more proper to the“ occaſion? 
Belides, you were ſo unanimouſly preſſed to do 
ſo, that to have refuſed, would have had the ap- 
pearance rather of obſtinacy than reſolution. The 
readineſs with which you' granted this requeſt, 
and the * magnificent manner in which you per- 
formed it, is much to your honor; for a great- 
3 75 5 8 


pagan world, that the | 
_ propitious by human e "This abſurd notion gave riſe to 
| theſe barbarous gladiatonial combats, which at firtt were only 7 
exhibited at funeral obſequies, and none but criminals wers 
appointed to thoſe mortal encounters, But in proceſs of time 
they became part of the public entertainments, and perſons 
nere trained up on purpoſe for theſe inhuman ſhews. 
e The amphitheatre in which theſe ſhews were exhibited, is 
{ill to be ſeen in Verona, whoſe inſide is the molt entire of any 
now in being. It is computed to have room to contain up- 


wards of three-and-twenty thouſand ſpeQators to fit comme» 


(iouſly. Vid, Wright's Travels, 
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neſs of ſoul is ſeen in theſe ſmaller inſtances, 2 
well as in matters of higher moment. I am forry 
the African Panthers, which you had largely pro- 

purpole, did not arrive time enougf; 
ſeaſon, the obligation to you is equally the ſame, 
it was not your fat V were not 
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